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I Lope Bb.e Bs^iml-more rest 
than I have had. " 9on"«nfl bafrflj.: 
I hope, have been her Bliiiihars,-,- 
that she may meet me in tolerahle- 
temper. All sweetly blushing and 
confounded — I k-mnp how she will 
look! — But why should a he, the 
sufferer, be ashamed, when I, the 

Bal custom isa prodigious thine. 
The women are toldliow much 
their fal ashes heighten tJieii 
graces. They practise for tliem 
therefore: blusheacome ai readily 
when they call for them, as their 
teara; aye, that's it! While we 
men , taking blushes for a sign of 
guilt or sheepishness . are equally 
studious to suppress them. 

Br my troth, Jack, I am half 
as much ashamed to see the wo- 
men below, as mj fair one can be 
to see me. I have not yet opened 
my door, that I may not be ob- 
truded upon by them. 

After all, what devils may one 
make of the ses! To what a 
height of — what shall I call it? 
— must those of it be arrived, 
who once loved a man with so 
raueh distinction, as both Polly 
and Sally loved nve*, a.ii4-^5^ twa. 
have gotaomu.c\ifl.\)C(^ft'0&ftY*^^ 



Hek chamber door has not yet 
een opened. I must not expect 
je will breakfast with me. Nor 
dine with me, I doubt. A little 
wily soul, what troubles does she 
make to herself by her over-nice- 
neas! — All I have done to her, 
would have been looked upon as 
a/Vo/ic only, a, yiinjiinij-hnut , and 
laughed on by nine parts in ten 
of me sex accordingly. The more 
she makes of it. the more painful 
to herself, as well as to me. 

Why now. Jack, were it not 
better, upon 'lei'iirn notions, that 
Bbe seemed not sn sew-ihie as she 
will make herself to be , if she is 
;angry? 
_.lut perhaps I am more afraid 
than I need. I believe I am. 
From her (it-flr-nioeneBS arises my 
fear, more than from any extra- 
ordinary reason for resentment. 
Next time , she may count herself 
very happy, if she come off no 

The dear creature was so fright- 
ened, and so fati^ed last night, 
-- wonder elie lies it ont this 



THE HIBTOIIY OF 



of jealousy, bo much aboTO the 
Kioi'tifying reflections that arise 
from dividing and sharing with 
new objects flie affectiona of him 
they prefer to all othenj , as to 
wish tor, and promote a competi- 
torship in his love , and make 
theit supreme deliglit coa^ist' in^i 
reducing others, to tfeir ItvfeH^ 
For thou canaj'flrft iniaginfe , 'how 
(!v«i« S^tl^-MoctiH iVjoicad Inst 
'-_iiiriit .in* mS thought that the 
"•Jatt'y'BTiour was approaching. 

Pwt ton o'clock. 

I HEVES longed in mj life for 
any thing with so much im- 
patience, as to see my charmer. 
She has been stirring, it seems, 
these two hours. 

Dorcoa just now tapped at her 
door, to take her moi-ning com- 

A'Ae had nunc fcr Iter, was the 
answer. 

She desired to know, if she 
would not breakfast? 

A sullen and low-voiced negaliue 
received Dorcas, 

I will go myself. 

TiiBBB different times tapped I 
at the door; but had no answer. 

Permit me, dearest creature, 
to inquire after yoor health. As 
you have not been seen to-day, 1 
a.iii impatient to know how you 
do. 

Not a word of anawor; but a 
deep sigh, even to aobbine. 

Let me beg of you, madam, to 

accompany me up another pair 

of 8tau:8 — you'lT rejoice to see 

t s bappjf escape ne hare all 



A happy escape indeed , Jackl 

— For the fire lad scorched the 
window-board, singed the hang- 
ings, and burnt through the slit- 
dealliningoftbp window-jambs. 

No answec, mad^! — Am I 
not worthy of one word? — la it 
thus jO'i keep your promise with 
me? — Shall 1 not have the favour 
of your company for two minutes 
[only for two minutes] in the 
dining-room? 

Hem! — And a deep sigh I — 
were all the answer. 

Answer me but how yoa do! 
Answer me but that you are well ! 
Is 'this the forgiveness that was 
the condition ormy obedience? 

Then , in a faiutish , but angry 
voice, Begone from my door! — 
Wretch! inhuman, barbarous, and 
all that is base and treacherous! 

— begone from my door! Nor 
(ease thus a poor creature, en- 
titled to protection, not outrage. 

I see, madam, how you keep 
your word with me — if & sudden 
impulse, the effects of an un- 
thought-of accident, cannot be 
forgiven — 

the dreadful weight of a 
father's curse, thus iu the very 
letter of it — 

And then her voice dying away 
in murmurs inarticulate, Ilooked 
through the key-hole , and saw 
her on her knees, her face, though 
not towards me, lifted up, as well * 
as hands, and these folded, de- 
precating, I suppose, that gloomy 
tyrant's curse. 

1 could not help being moved. 
My dearest life! admit me to 

your pieBeiice\)vi.\,SoT:\,'«aiitm.M.\«6, 



itmi ajtd nay mgm^^^m 
m Ue spot, if I oSer uj 
bvt 1117 penitence, at a shrine 
Mcred ! I will afierwitnls le&i 
^a for the whole daj, and till 
lo-morrow rooming; and theit 
■ttoid ;oa with vrritiiig;s . all 
readf to sign, a licence obtained, 
ori^ cannot, a minister wi^oklt 
one. This once believe me ! When 
jtnisee the reality of the danger 
that gave occasion for this your 
unhappy resentment , you will 
think less hardly of me. And let 
me beseech you to perform a pro- 
mise on which I made a reliance 
uot altogether ungenerous. 

I cannot aee jou! Would to 
HeaYen Ineverhad! If I - 
ttiat'salllcando. 

Let your writing then , my 
deareat life , confirm your pro- 
nuse: and I will withdraw ~ ~ ~ 
pectatioDofit 



Bat rung the bell for Dorcas^ 
and, with Der door in her hand, 
only half -opened gavo her a billet 

How did the dcnr creatui'c look, 
Dorcas? 

She waa dressed. She turned 
her face quite from me; 
sighed , aa if her heart v 
break. 

Sweet creature! — I kissed the 
vret wafer, and drew it from the 

- No' 
Eriptive Sir! Ko Mr. Love- 



- -^ 



icAREOT see yon: norwini, if 
^_ . » help it. Wonts OMumt ex- 
press tbe anguish of my sowl «n 
yoar baseness and iugnttilude. 

If the cit«uta«tances of things 
are snch, that I can have no 
way for reconciliadou with thoa* 
who would h8»e been my natund 
irotectors from such outragM, 
>ut throogh ym, [the only Ut- 
ducemenl I cau have to suy a 
moment longer in your know- 
ledge] pen and ink must be, at 
present, the only means of com- 
anication between ua. 
Vilest of men and most detest- 
able of plotters! how have 1 do- 
served m>m Tou the shocking in- 
dignities — but no more — only 
for your own aako, wish uot, '' 
least for a week to come, to se 



hUks 



So, thou seest, nothing couldl 
have stood me in stead, but thiiu 
plot of Tomliuson and her uncial 
To what a pretty pass, neverthe- 
less, have I brought myaelt'l — 
Had Cioaar been such a fool, he 
had never paused the Itubioon. 
But after he An'J passed it, had bo 
retreated re infecta, intimidated 
by a senatorial edict , what a 
pretty figure would he have mado 
m history 1 — I luighthavekuown. 
that to attempt a robbery, anr 
putaperaon in bodily fear, is " 
jpuuishable as if the robbery *" 
been actually committed. 
I But nut fy.«c/»TfMr(iiiiei!t.i 
Dear, jircUy bomW \\qvj aV* 
cipatea mo m CTCfs ftvvs"^ 



I 
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OOUnBellOT will have finiBhed tlie ean-y (bis mattci' too far. 'V 
writings to-day or to-morrow, at will the people below, who 
furthest ; the licence yitii the 

Saraoo , or the parson without the 
ceace , nmHt be also procured 
within the nest four- and -twenty 
hours ; Pritchard ia as good 
read^ with bia indentures t 
partite : Tomlinaon is at hand 
with a favourable answer from her 
uncle — i/el not la see her fur n 
jceet! — Dear, sweet Boull her 
good angel ia gone a journey: is 
tmanting at least. But neverthe- 
leaa, in thy week's time, orjiti 
much less, my charmer, I doubt 
not to complete my triumphi 

But what vexes me of all things, 
is, that Buch an esoellent creature 
should break her word 
fie, upon herl — But nobody ia 
absolutely perfectl 'Tk hufimn m 
err, hat mil ill persevere ^ I hope 
raj charmer cannot be inhuman ' 



LET TEH U. 



Klne'i Aims, PaU Mall, TharBilsy. 

Several billets passed between 
ua before I went out , by the inter- 
nuaciiiship of Dorcas : for which 
reason mine are superscribed by 
her married name. — She would 
not open her door to receive them ; 
lest I should be near iti I suppose. 
So Dorcas was forced to put them 
under the door (after copying 
I them for tbee); aiid thence to 
I take the answers. Read them , if 
thou wilt, at this place. 

^ TO URS. I.DVELJCE. 

K JsBssD, my dearest life , you 



wj| 



people 
pose ua one as to the ceremony, 
think of BO great a niceneaa? 
Liberties so innocent I the oc- 
caaion 80 accidental I — You will 
expose ytiurself as well as me. — 
Hitherto they know nothing of 
what haa paaaed. And what in- 
deed has passed, to occasion all 
this resentment? — 1 am sure, 
you will not, by a breach of your 
word of honour, give me reason to 
conclude that had I fuji obeyed 
you, I could have fared no worse. 

Most sincerely do I repent the 
offence given to your delicacy — 
bnt must I, for so accidental an 
occurrence, be branded by auch 
shocking names? — Vilest of mertf 
and mimi ^elealable nf pl-'llera, are 
hard words! — From the pea of 
Buch a lady too. 

If you step up another pair of 
stairs, you will be convinced, that 
however detestable I may be to 
you, I am no philler in this alFair. 

1 must insist npon seeing you, 

order to take your directit "^ 
npon some of the aubjecta 
talked of yesterday in tlie ei 
iug. 

All that ia murt fJian necasartj 

t mucTi. I claim your promised 
pardon, and wish to plead it on 
ly knees. 

I beg your presence 
dining-room for one quarter of i 
hour, and I will then leave 
for the day. I am. 

My dearest life, 

your ever adoring and truly. 

penitent 

X.QVBl.Kt 






I niLL not see jom. 1 cannot 
see you. I have no directions to 
give jou. Let Providence decide 

The more I reflect upon your 
vilenesB , your ungrateful , your 
barbarous riteness, the more I am 
exasperated against you. 

Ydii are the last person , nhose 
judgment I nill take upon what is 
or is not carried too far iu matters 
of decency. 

'Tisgnevoua tome to write, or 
even to fJiiiit: of you at present. 
Urge me no more then. Once 
more, I will rwl see you. Nor care 
I, now you have made me vile to 
mTBelf, what other people think 
of me. 



Again, madam, 1 remind you of 
your promise ; and beg leave to 
say, I inaiat upon the performance 
of It. 

Bemetnher , dearest creature, 
tbat the fault of a hlameable per- 
son cannot warrant a fault iu one 
more perfect. Over-niceness may 
bo tttmer-nicetiessl 

I cannot reproach myself with 
any thing that deserves this high 



I own that the violence of my 
passion for you might have car- 
ried me beyond fit hounds — but 
that your commands and adjura- 
tiona had power over me at sach 
a moment, I humbly presume to 
say, deserves some consideration. 

Ton enjoin me not to see you 
for s week. If I bare not joxa 
f^rdon before Qiiptam Tomhnaoa 



comes t« town, what aball 1 say to 

1 heg once more your presence 
in the dining-room. By my aoul, 
madam, 1 miulseeyou. 

1 want to consult you about the 
licence, and other particulars of 
great importance. The people 
below thmk us married ; and I 
cnuuot talk to you upon such 
eufcitects with the door between ua. 

For Heaven's sake, favour me 
with your presence for a few mi- 
nutes : ana I will leave you for 
the day. 

If I am to be forgiven, accord- 
ing to your promise, the earliest 
foreivenesB will be most obliging, 
and will save great pain to your- 
self, as well as to 

Your truly contrite and afBicted 

LoVBI^GB. 



, the 



Tna more you tease 
worse it will be for you. 

Time ia wanted to consider whe- 
ther 1 ever should think of yoo 
at all. 

At present, it is my sincere wish, 
that I may never more see youi 

AJl that can affordyouthatleaat 
ahadowof favour from me, arises 
from the hoped-for recouciliatiou 
with my real iiiends, not mjJitdas 
protector. 

I am caielesa at present of con- 
sequences. I hate myself: and 
who is it I have reason to value? 
— Not the man who could form a 
plotto disgrace \iiaown\iQ"^ea, a& 
well aa a poOT jTveiiiVeia tttea.'wae. 
(niLicfe frimdUia bi| liiiiv!ein>>l "oi.- 
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suits not to be thought of n 
patience. 



I wnj, ^o to the Commons , and 

Eroeeed iii eveiyparticnlBrasif I 
ad not the mis/ortane to be under 
your dispteaaure. 

I must iniiist upon it, that how- 
ever faulty my pa,Baion on ao un- 
espEcted an incident, made me 
appear to a lady of your delicacy, 
yet my compliance wilh your en- 
treaties at stidi a moment [as it 
gave you an instance of your 
power over me, which few men 
could have shown) ought, duly 
considerBd, to entitle me to the 
effects of that solemn promise 
which was the condition of my 
obedience, 

I hope to find you in a kindei . 
and, I wiUaay, j».s(er diaposition 
on my return. Whether fget the 
licence, ornot, let me beg of you 
to make the Ktmn you have been 
pleased to bid me hope for, to- 
morrow momine. This will re- 
concile every thing, and make mc 
the happiest of men. 

The settlements are ready to 
BiM, or will be by night, 

Por Heaven's sake, madam, do 
not carry yonr resentment into t 
displeasure so disproportionate b 
the offence. For that would be 
to expose us both to the peopli 
below; and, what is of inSnite mon 
consequence to us, to Captaii 
Tomlinson. Let us be able, . 
beseech yon, madam, t« asEuri 
'^ aa 6ja aext visit, tbatweart 



As I have no biipo to be 
mitted to dine with you, I 
notretum till evening: and then, 
I presume to say, 1 expecl (yonr 
pioiniiie authorizes me to use the 
word) to find you dispwaed to 
bless , by your consent for to- 






What pleasure did I propose tg 

take, how toe'ijrij thesweotoof 
fusion in which i expected to & ' 
her, nhileall wassorecent! B 
shemusl, she shall, seemeonmy 
return. It were better for herself, 
as well as forme, that she had not 
made an muck ado about nutking. 
I must keep my anger alive , ' " "'" 
it sink into c< 



! the 



Dsetf^l 
tcol^H 

:^ 

latiA^H 

be sc^^H 



parated : while oiyer converti 
what wonld be ■pily without it, 
into reseiilmenl. Nothing can be 
lovely in a man's eye, with which 
he is thoroughly displeased, 

I ordered Dorcas on putting the 
last billet under the door , and 
finding it taken up, to tell her, 
that I hoped an answer to it be- 
fore I went out. " ~ 

Her reply was verbal, Tell It 
Ihal I care not tehillier he gnei , n 
what he driea. — And Ihiii, reorgC 
by Uorcaa , tras all she hod k 

I looked through the key-holC 
at my going by her door, and MM 
her on Tier knees, at her bed's feeT 
her head and boaora o " 

her arms extended, [«uie 
kou: I adore heT!"\ anii 
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heart would break — by my houI, 
J&ck, lamapiVy-fulfeliair. Ke- 
coUection is my enemy ! — Divine 
excellence ! — Happy with her for 
so m&ny days together! Now bo 
unhappy! — And for what? ^ 
But she ia purity itself. And why, 
afterall, should I thus torment — 
bnt I mwst not truat myself wilh 
myself, in the humour 1 am in. 

"Waitino here for Howhray and 
Mallory, by whose aid 1 din to get 
the licence, I took papers out of 
mypocket, to dirert myself; and 
tby last popt officioual^r the firs! 
into my band. 1 save it the bo- 
IT of a re-nerufl(tl ; and this re- 
nved the subject with me, wilh 
which 1 had resolved not to trust 

1 lemember, that the dear crea- 
ture, in her torn answer to my 
proposals , says, Ihal C'lnttesceruii'in 
u not meanness. She better knows 
how to make this out, than any 
mortal breathing. Condescension 
ilMleedu»p^/ed dignity: and dignity 
over was there in hei- condeecen- 
non. Yet such a dignity as gave 

Sace to the condeacenBion', for 
ere was no pride, no insult, do 
apparent Bupertority, indicated 
by it — this, Miss Howe con- 
firms to be a pitrt of her general 
character.* 

I can tell her, how she might 

Ixdiare, to make me her own Yor 

r. She knows abe cannot fly 

She knows she must see me 

oar or later; the sooner the 

• *» roi. a. p. ■jiis. 



more gracious. — I would allow 
her to resent [cot because the li- 
berties I took with her require rfl- 
sentment, were she not a Cu- 
uESJi; but aa it becomes bor par- 
ticular nicenesE to resent]: but 
would abe shew more love thun 
nhkorrenci of me in her reaent- 
ment; would she seem, if it were 
hui\.a seem, to believe the fire no 
device, and all that followed 
merely accidental; and descend, 
upon it, to tender cipostulatioa, 
and upbraiding for the advantage 
I would have taken of her sur- 
prise; and wouldshe,at last, be sa- 
tisfied (as 'i-p// she may) that it was 
attended with no further conse- 
quence; and place some generous 
confidence in my honour \vomer 
lutits It, be trutleil. Jack;] I think 1 
would put an end to all her trials, 
and pay her my vows at the altar. 
Yet to have taken such bold 
steps, as with TomliuBon and her 
uncle. — To have made such a 
progress — Belford, Bolford, 
how have I puzzled myself, as 
well as herl — This cursed aver- 
sion to wedlock how has it en- 
tangled me I — What contradic- 



1 



yof! 



How pleasing to mysell^ to look 
back upon the happy days I gave 
her: though mine would doubt- 
less have oeen more unmixedly 
80, could I have determined to 
lay aside my contrivances , and to 
be as sincere all the time, as she 
deserved that I should be! 

If I find this humour hold hub 
till to-mortow motamg, Ywai-KX. 
has now lasted two iviWWM-t*-,™^'^ 
I seem, met\uukB,to Va:»e ^\e.a.fM:e 
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in eacouia^ng it] I will make thee 
aviBit, I think, or get thee to eome 
to me; and theu will I ^ consult 
thee upon il. 

But Ehe will not trust me. She 
will not confide in raj honour. 
Doubt, in this case, is defiance. 
She loves roe not well enough to 
forgive me geuetouslj. She is so 
greall'j above me! How can I for- 
give her for a, merit so mortifying 
to my pride! She lliinlcs,ahe kimw/, 
she has tiiid me , that she is above 
roe. These words are still in my 
ears, " Begone, Lovelace ! — My 
aoulia above thee, man! — Thou 
bast a proud heart to contend 
■with! — My Houi is above thee, 
man*!" Miss Howe thioka her 
above me too. Thou, even thou, 
my friend, my intimate friend 
and companioD, art of the same 
opinion. Then I fear her as much 
as I love her. — How shall my 
pride bear these reflections? My 
wife (as I have so ott&a said , be- 
cause it so often recurs to my 
thoughts) to be so much my su- 
perior ! — Myself to be considered 
bat as the second person in my 
own family! — Canst thou teach 
nta to bear such a. reflection as 
this ! ^- To tell me of my 
tion in her , and that she , 
her excellences, will be 
f^ property, is a mistake 
cannot be so — for shaU 1 not he 
hers; and not iHj own.'— Will not 
every act of ber duty ( as I cannot 
deserve it) be a condescension, 
and a triumph over meV — j 
muat I owe it merely to her gi 

sr tbaiebe does not despise i 
• Sea Vel. U. Letter ai. 



icquisi- 
ivitli aU 



To have her cundescenJ to b 
with my follies! — To wound 
with an eye of pity'. — A daughter 
of the Harlowes thus to excel the 
last, and as Ihave heretofore said, 
not the meanest of the Lovelaces* 

Yet forbid it not — for do I 
)t now — do I not every moment 
- see her before me all over 
charms, and elegance and purity, 
us in the struggles of the past 
midnight? And in these struegles, 
heart, voice, eyes, hands, and aen- 
, so greatly, so gloriously 
consistent with the character a"-^ 
has sustained from her cradle 
the present hour? 

But what advantages do I gu 
tlieef 

Yet have 1 not alwai/s done her 
justice? Why then thy teasing 
lertinenceV 

iowever, I forgive thee. Jack 

lince (so much generous love 

I capable of! ) I had rather all 

world should condemn we, 

than that her character ahoiila_ 

sufier the least impeachment. 

The dear creature herself Oi 

Id me , that there was a st 

mixture in my mind.* 

I have been called Devil s 
BeelieMi, between the two proud 
beauties: I must indeed be aBeel- 
Ecbub, if I had not some tolerable 
qualities. 

But as Miss Howe says, the 
su/l'erinij time of this excellent ere a- 
t»re is her slaniTi/j time.'**'' Hither- 
to she has done nothing but shine. 



' should 

ent. W 
)elf oniOH 
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She called me villain, Belford, 
irithm thsBefewlianrB. Andtrhat 
ia the sum of the present argu- 
ment; but that bad I nut beeu a 
viUflJn in her aeoae of the word, 
she bad uat been ao much od 
angel? 

Jack, Jackl this midnight 
attempt has made me n 
utterly undone me ! Uoi 
dear cieaiture Bay, 1 have made 
her Tile in hevrJien eyes, when her 
behaviour under sucb a surprise, 
and her resentment under Buch 
circumstance B, have so greatly 
exalted her in mine/ 

Whence, however, this atrangf 
rhapsody: — la it owijig to my 
heme Aire? Thatlam not at^Y 
eiidr^! But if tliere be infectii 
InthathoUBe, how has my 6«^uu«(i 
escaped it? 

But no more in this strain I — I 
irill see what her behavia 
on my return — yet already do I 
begiu to apprehend some little 
sinkiugsi, some little retrograda- 
tiona: fori have juatoonadoubt 
arisen, whether, for^'f^insake, 
1 Bhould wisb her to furgi 
ligMij, 01 with (!if/wull>/f 

AH iu a way to come at the 
wished- for licence. 

1 have now given every ttii 
between my beloved and me ^i 
consideration; and my puzzle 
orer. What has brought mo ._ 
a speedier determiuatiou, is, that 
I think 1 have found out what she 
means by the week's distance at 
which she intends to bold me. It 
IB, that aba majriare time to ivrite 

to illsa Howe, tu put iu motioul 



that cursed scheme of hers, and 
to take measures upon it which 
sball enable ber to abimdou and 
leuounce me for ever. Now, Jack, 
ifliiblaiu juil admistiiiH In herpre- 
sence iin mw return; but am refused 
with haughtiness; if her a-tek be 
iuaisted upou (such praapects be- 
fore her J; I shall be confirmed in 
my coiijecture; and it will be 
plain to me, that weak at beet 
was that love, whicb could give 

Iho all- reconciling ceremony, aa 
she muut think, waits her com- 
mand: — theu will I recollect all 
herperverseueeses; thenwilllre- 
peruse Misa Howe's letters, aud 
the transcripts from others of 
them , give way to my aversiou to 
the life of shackles : and then 
shall she be mine in my own way. 
But, after all, I am tn hopea, 
that she will have better con- 
sidered of every thing by the 
veuing; that her threat of a 
•eelSs diataiice was tlirown out in 
the beat of pasaiou; aud that she 
will allow, that 1 have as much 
to quarrel with 7ier for breach 
of her word, as she has with tub 
iot breach of the peace. 

Theae lines of Howe have got 
into my head; and 1 shall repeat 
them very devoutly all the way 
the chairmen shall poppet me 
towards her by-and-by. 
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. kill wilhl — 
rittedl 



Rained I Undone I 

Tricked! — Zounds. 

lady is gone offi — Absolutely 

gone off] Escaped ! — 

Thou knowtist not, nor canst 
conceive, the pangs that wring my 
heartl — What can I do! — 
Lord, OLord, OLord! 

And thon, too, who hast en- 
deavoured to weaken my liandu, 
wjlt bat clap thy dragon's wings 
at the tidings. 

Yet I muBt write , or I shall go 
distracted. Little less have I br ' 
these two hours; dispatching m 
sengers to every stage, to every 
inn, to every waggon or coach, 
whether flying or creeping, and 
to every honse with a bill up , for 
five miles round. 

The little hypocrite, who knoi 
not a aonl in this town, [/ thuugJil 

anuneiperienced traitresaigiving 
me hope too, in her first oillet, 
that her eipectation of the family- 
reconciliation would withhold her 
from taking snch a step as this — 
curse upon her eontiivanees! — 1 
thooght, that it was owing to her 
bashBjlness, to her modesty, that, 
after a few innocent freedoms, she 
could not look me in the face; 
when, all the while, she was im- 

Sadently [yes, I say, impurieiilly, 
lough she be Clarissa Harlowe] 
"' — ; — '" -oh me of the dearest 
i erer purchased 
d bj' apainfal seii-itude 



ofmanymontba; fighting through 
the wild-beasts of her family for 
her, and combating with a wind- 
mill virtue, whieh hath cost me 
miUiona of perjuries only to at- 
tempt; aiid which now, with its 
d — n'd air-fans, has tost me a 
mile and an half beyond hope! — 
And this, just as I had arrived 
within view of the consummation 
of all my wishes! 

devil of love ! god of love no 
more — how haveldeaerved this 
of thee! — Never before the friend 
of frozen virtue! — Poirerlest 
demon, for powerless thou must 
be,if thou mc^ano?! not to frustrate 
my hopes; who shall henceforth 
kneel at thy altars! — May every 
enterprising heart abhor, desp' 
execrate, rcnouQcetheo, aslwi 
- But, Belford, Beiford, whij 
siguities cursing now! 
* « » 

Huw she could effect this i 
wicked escape , is my astonu 
ment; the whole sisterhood havi 
charge of her: — for,ftsyet,IhaWi3 
not had patience enough to in* 
quire into the particulars, nor to 
let a soul of them approach me. 

Of this I am sure, nc / had not 
tirought her hilher; there is not a 
creature belonging to this house, 
that could be corrupted either by 
eiitue or remor.te: the highest jo^ 
every infernal nymph of this 
worse than infernal habitation 
coiitd have known, would have 
been to reduc« this proud beauty 
to her own level. — And as to my 
villain, who also had charge of 
her, ho is such & seasoned varlet, 
that be 4elig\v\fl to -rnianVXel li« 



the sake of il : no bribe could se- 
duce him to belrayhiatruat, were 
therebntwickedneBBinit! — 'Tis 
well , however, he waa out of my 
way when the cursed news was 
imparted to me! — Gone, the 
villainl in q^uest of her; not to 
return, nor aee my face [so it 
Kecms he declared] till he has 
heard some tidings of her; and 
all the oiii-'-f-plate varlets of hia 
numerous ncquHtntauco are aum- 
moned and employed iu the same 
business. 

To what purpose brought I (his 
angel (angel 1 must yet call her) 
to this hellish huusn? — And was 
1 not meditating to do her de- 
served honour? — By my soul, 
Belford, I was resolved — hut 
thou knowest what 1 had i-tui' 
lUtianally resolved — and now, 
who can tell into what hands she 
may have fallen! 

1 am mad, stark mad, by Ju- 
piter, :at the thoughts of this! — 
Unprovided , destitute , unac- 
qnaioted — some villaiu, worse 
tban myself, who adores her not 
as I adore her, may have seized 
her, and taken advantage of her 
distress! — Let me perish, Bel 
ford, if a whole hecatomb of mnii' 
cent*, as the little plagues art 
Cftlled, shall atone forthe broken! 
promiBe and nicked artifices ofi 
diia cruel crenliirn I 

Gowohome, asldid, with re- 
solutions favourable to her , judge 
thouof my distraction, whcti lierl 
escape was first hinted to me, al- 
tiidi^b bill in broken sentences. 
JAaetf Bot wLat I said , nor what, 
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I did. I wanted to kill somebody. 
1 flew out of one room into an- 
other, while all avoided me but 
the veteran Betty Carberry, who 
broke the matter to me. I charged 
bribery and corruption, in my first 
fury, u^on all; and threatened 
destniction to old and young, as 
they should come in my way. 

Dorcas continues Indeed tip from 
me; Sally and Polly have not 
yet dared to appear: the vilo 
Sinclair- ■ 

But here comes theodious devil. 
She taps at thedoor, though that's 
onlyajar, whining and snuffling, 
to try, 1 suppose, to ooas mo into 
temper. 

What ahelpiess state, where 
a man cim only esecrate himaelt' 
and othera; the occasion of bis 
rage remaining; the evil increas- 
ing upon reflection; time itself 
conspiring to deepen itl — how 
I cursed her! 

I have her now, methiuka, be- 
fore mo, blubbering — how odious 
does sorrow make an ugly face! 
— Thine, Jack, and this old bed- 
lam's, in penitentials, instead of 
moving compasaion, must ever- 
more confirm hatred; while beauhf 
in tears, is beauty heightenea, 
and what my heart has ever da- 
lighted to see. — 

"What excuse! — Confound 
you, and your cursed daughters, 
what excuse can you make? — la 
ihe not gone! — Has ahe not 
escaped ! — But before 1 am quite 
distracted, betoie V cotouvA V'*&. 
tin hundred mmieK ,'\ft\. mft^W"" 
how it waa." — 
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I HAVE heard her story ! 
d — ned, conibuuded, wicked, un- 
pardonable art, in a womao of hei 
character — but shew: 
aad I'll sliew tbee a plotter! — 
This plaguy sei is ari itself: every 
individual of it in a, plotter by 
nature. 

This is the substance of the old 
wretch's account. 

She told me, "That I had no 
aoooer left the vile bouae, than 
Dorcas acquainted the Syren" 
Uh.Jack, Ulaie catlher names I ~ 
J beseech thee, Jack, In permit me lu 
coil her names!] "Than Dorcas 
acquainted her lady with it; and 
that I had left word, that I was 
gone to Doctors' Commons, and 
should be heard of for some hours 
at the Horn there, if inquired after 
by the counsellor, or any body 
eUe; that afterwards I should be 
either at the Cucoa Tree, or King's 
Arms, and should not return tdl 
late. She tbeu urged her to take 
some refreshment. 

" She was in tears when Dorcaa 
approached her; her saucy eyes 
swelled with weeping: she refused 
either to eat or driuk: sighed as 
if her heart would break." — 
False, deviliab grief: not the 
hamhle, silent, grief, thai only da- 
semes pity ! — Contriving to ruin 
me , to despoil me of aU that I 
held valuable, in the very midst 
of it. 

"Nevertheless, being resolved 
'eek at least, 
p three 
little 
iiulter, and a decaliter o£ water; 



telling her, she would dispense 
with lier attendance; and that 
should be all she would live upon 
in the interim." So, artful crea- 
ture! pretending to lay up for a 
week's siege. — For, as to sub- 
stantial food, she, no more than 
other angels — angels, said I — 
the devil take me if she shall be 
any more au angel ! — For she is 
odiousin my eyes; audlhateher 
mortally! — 

But on! Lovelace, thuulieat!— 
She is aU that is lovely! All that 
ise:tceUeutl 

But i.v she, can she begone! — 
bow Miss Howe will triumph! 
— But if that little fury receive 
her , fate shall make me rich 
amends; for then will I contrive 
to have tiiem both. 

I was lookiug back for connec- 
tion — but tile devil take con- 
nection: I have no busiuoss with 
it: the contrary best befits dis- 
traction, and that will soon be my 
lot! 

"Dorcas consulted the old 
wretch about obeying her: Oyes, 
by all means: for Mr. Lovelace 
knew how to come at her at any 
time: and directed a bottle of 



sheiTV to be added. 

"This cheerful compliance so 
obliged her, that she was pre- 
vailed upon to go up, and loot at 
the damage done by the fire; and 
seemed not only shocked at it, 
but, aa they thought, satisfied it 
was no trick; as she owned she 
iiad at first apprehended it to be. 
All this made them secure; and 
they laughed in their sleeves, to 



CT-Antsflft, harlowr: 



shemng her resentment she Iiad I believed she was a little turned in 
fooudont; Sally throning out her her head, and knew not what she 
_!•<:„:-_. .u^. ii._ r — 1 — j.-j gjjj ^[j (jf them depended 



, that Mrs. Lovelace 
was right, however, nat In i/uarrel 
with her bread and hulier." 

Now this very childishneaa , us 
(iai/ imagined it, inanehageniua, 
would nave made me suspeut 
either her head, after what had 
happened the niebt before ; or her 
purpose, when the marriage was 
(so far as she knew) to he com- 
pleted within the week in which 
she was resolved to secrete herself 
from me in the same house. 

"She sent Will, with a letter 
to Wilson's, directed to Misa 
Howe, ordering him to inquire if 
there were not one for her there. 

"He only pretended logo, and 
brought word there was none; 
and put her letter in his pocket 
for me. 

" She then ordered him to carry 
another (which she gave him) to 
the Horn Tavern to me. — All 
this done whhout any seeming 
buny: yet she appeared to be 
veiy Bolemn; and put her hand- 
kerchief frequently to her eyes. 

" Will pretended to come to me 
^tfa this letter. But though the 
dog had the sagacity to mistrust 
aometbing ou her sending him out 
a aecoud time (and to mc, whom 
she had refused to see) ; wliich he 
thought extraordinary; and men- 
tioned his mistrusts to Sally, 
iPollj, and Dorcas; yet they made 
light of hie suspicions; Dorcas 
ssaoring them all, that her Indy 
seemed more stupid trith her grief, 
titan a-'-'—- — ' "■"' -' - - " 



upon her inexperience, her open 
temper, and upon her not making 
the least motion towards going 
out, or to have a coach or chair 
called, as sometimes she had done; 
and still more upon the prepara- 
he had made for a week's 
siege, as I may call it. 

"Will went out, protending to 
bring the letter tome; butqui^ly 
returned ; his heart still misgiving 
' ■ recollecting my frequent 

, that he was not to judge 
I for himself, when he had punitive 
. orders ; but if any doubt ooenrred, 
from circumstances I could not 
foresee, literally to follow them, 
83 the only way to avoid blame. 

"ISut it must have been in this 
little interval, that she escaped; 
for soon after his return, they 
made fast the street-door and 
hatch, the mother and the two 
nymphs takinga little turn into 
the garden: Doroaa going up 
stairs, and Will (to avoid being 
seen by his lady, or his voice 
heard) down into the kitchen. 

"About half an hour after, 
; Dorcas, who had planted herself 
where she could see her lady's 
door open, had the curiosity to go 
to look through the keyhole, 
having a misgiving, as she said, 
that her lady might offer some 
violence to herself, in the mood 
she had been in all day ; and find- 
ing the key in the door, which 
was not very usual, B\ie\tt^^ij4-».V 
„ .-. itthreeor louitioie^, aui^vB-Vsttt 
and that s/ie realljl no answer, opened vt,'«^\-\i^»^*-'™'i 
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- Sup- 

"Haviug no imBwer, she stepl 
forward, Bod irae astoiuBhed tc 
find she was not there. Sli( 
hastily rau iatn the dining- room, 
then iu to my apartments ;aearclied 
every closet; dreading all thR 
time to behold some sad ~~' 
strophe. 

"Not finding her any where, 
ahe ran down to the old creatur- 
andher nymphe, with aliaveyi 
seen mv lady? — Then she's gone! 
— She s no where above ! 

"They were sure she could not 
be gone out. 

''The whole honae 
uproar in an instant 1 
ning up staira, some down, from 
the npper rooma to the lower; and 
all screaming, how should they 
look nifiin the face! 

"Will cried out, 
man: he blamed iheiii; Ihcii him; 
and every one was an accuser 
an exfiiser, at the same time. 

"When they had searched the 
wbole house, and every closet in 
it, ten timea over to no purpoae, 
they took it into their beads to 
send to all the porters, chairmen, 
and hackney-coachmen, that had 
been near the house for two houra 
past to inquire if any of them saw 
such a jouog lady; describing 
her. I 

"Thiabrou^htthemsome light:! 
the only dawning for hope, thati 
can have, and which keepa me 
from absolute despair. One of the 
chairmen gave them this account: 
that he saw such a one come out 
of the house a little before four (in' 
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a^at hurry, and asif Mg&tjj 
with a little parcel tied up ir 
handkerchief, in her hanil: t 
he took notice to his fellow, » . . 
plied her without her auGwering, 
that ahe was a fine young lady: 
that he'd warrant, she baa either 
a bad husband , or very cross 
parents; for that her eyes seemed 
swelled with crying, upon which, 
athird fellow rep lied, that itmlght 
be a doe escaped from motboi 
Damiuible's park. This Mrs. Sin- 
clair told me with a curse, andft 
wish that she knew theaaucyvHr 
lain. — She thooght truly, tbat 
she hot! a fietter repulaliiin ; su Jiand- 
S'lmelt/ ag Hie Uvea, atidnojuslti/aa 
.^he paid everij hiid'l fur rr/iut sAe 
boiiffhl; lier Iiniiiie viailed by'the best 
and dvileal nf genilemett; and no 
noise or hramis ever heard, vr 
kriaum in il. 

"Prom these appearances, the 
fellow who gavetnie information, 
)had the curiositr to follow her, 
, unperceived. She often looked 
'hack. Every body who passed 
her, turned to look after her; 
passing their verdict upon her 
teara, Tier hurry, and her charm- 
ing person; till coining to a stand 
of coaches, acoachman plied her; 
waa accepted; alighted; opened 
the coach door in a hurry, seeing 
, her hurry ; and in it she stumbled 
for haste, and, as the fellow be- 
lieved, hurt ber shin with tlie 
stumble." 

The devil take me, Belford. if 
my generous heart is not moved for 
her, notwithstanding her wicked 
deceit, to think what must be her 
reflections and apprehensions ut 
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IS' 

- A mind so delicate. | in t«llig«iic« , 8{»Md«d ft*>«ir la 
• cmsDres; yet pro-jhopi-s to trace bit nut; iln-liuriiitt, 
1 afbeiDgUtil bold of thiithewouI(lnevertbiukors(«iiig 
K IxtreJace in every one sbe , me, tilt ho had heard sumu titiin^ 
! Attbe Bametiine,iiotkDOir-|of kisladj." 
„ Eowhatdsuigfrsshe wasabout I And now, lietford, it)ln>7ho|ia 
to expose ber?^; nor of whom 'is, Ibat this fdloiv (who ttttended 
«becouldobtainshelter;&stranger usinourairiiig toIl)unl>«teiwl, to 
jto tbe town, aod to all its nays;|Higbeiite, to Mnswoll llill, to 
flieaftenioon far gone; but little 'Kentisb Town) will bear uf her at 
Buaiej- and no clothes but those some one or other of Utoao pkcus. 
' ' ^ ■ Andonthialthoriilhorbuild, 
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I impoBsible, in this little 
RiteiTal since last night, that Miss 
Bowe's Townsend could be 
.operating. 

Bnt bow sbe must abhor me. . _ 

mn all these risks; how heartily 
imoat she detpst me , for my free- 
idoms of last night! O that 1 had 
given her greater reaaon for a re- 
aentment Bo violent! — As to her 
virtue , I am too much enraged to 
igiveher the merit due to that. To 
virtne it cannot be owing that she 
iSbould fly from the charmingi 
Sroepecta that were before berr' 

Dut to malice, hatred, contempt. 



1 remember she wat oiioe, after 1 
our return, very inquiiitive nbuut i 
the siag«8, and their priecBipraiii- ] 
iugtheconvenionuy topAiuongoni J 

in their poiiig off every hour; ftiic" 
this in Wills hearing, who wai 
then in attendniiou. Wne bo ti 
the villain, if he rocoUeut not I 
this. 



HAVE been tTHVurs ^ 
m, meditating, or tnkiug up | 
ry thing she but touched or j 
d; the glass sho drosind at, I | 
tready to break, for not giving I 
the personal imago it w 



Harlowe-pride, (the worst af|toreflect ot hei-j whoic ideu h for 
pride) and to all the deadly pas- 'ever present with mo. I call for 
Honstbateverreigned in a female'her, now in the tondm'Ost, nowjn 
breast — and if lean but recoverithe roost reproadiful terms, asif ' 

- but be still, be calm, be|within bearing; wanting Iwr, 1 
hushed, my stormy passions; foriwaat my own soul, nt least every 
u it not Clarissa [Hurlnaie must I thiiiK dear to it, What a void in 
Bay?] thatthualrave against? 'my heart! wlint a, chllnr^ss in my 
"The fellow heard her Bay,;bJood, as if its circulattoD wera 
Drive fast! Very fast! Where, 'arrested I From her room to my 
mad&m? To Holbom Bars, an- ^ own; in the dining-room, and in 
■wered she ; repeating. Drive very ; and out of every place whuro I . 



And up she' pulled boib have seen the beroTedofRiylmarii, 
— -"'-'"■■' ^ " Its ■ 



tfae windows: and he lost sight of do 1 hurry: 
the eoacb in a m'mate. her lovely iiiw 

"Wm, ae 3O0U as he had this sumti Uviily 



none c&u I 
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cruelly upon me, indifferently 
membered conversatiniia. 

But when in my first fiiry^ at 
my return , I went up two pair of 
Btairs, resolved to find the locked- 
up Dorcaa, and beheld the yainly- 
burnt window board, and recol- 
lected my bafiled contrivances, 
baiHod by my own weak folly, I 
thought my distraction co 
pleted; and down I ran as ( 
irighted at a spectre, ready 
howl for vexation; my head and 
my temples shooting with a 
violence I had never ftlt before, 
aud my back aching as if tlie 
vertebra were disjointed and fall- 
ing in piecea. 

But now that I have heard the 
mother's story, and contemplated 
the dawning hopes given by the 
ohairman'a information, I am a 
good deal easier, and can make 
cooler reflections. Most heartily 
pray I for Will's success, every 
four or five minutes. If I lose her, 
all my rage will retnru with re- 
doubled fury. The disgrace to 
bo thus outwitted by a nov' 
mfaut in stratagem and 
vance, added to the violence of 
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many an heart, in evils insup- 

Eortable] turn my brain. What 
adito do togooutalicencehunt- 
ing, at least till I had aeen her, 
and made up matters with herV 
And indeed , were it not the privi- 
lege of B. principal to lay all his 
own faults apon his uaaerlinga, 
and never he to blame himself, 1 
aboald he apt to reflect, that I 
«Bi more in fault than any body. 



And as the sting of this reflection 
will sharpen upon me, iflrecover 
her not, how shall I be able to 
bear it? 

//ere Mr. Lovelace lays /limself 
under a enrse, too ihoc/sing to b» 
repealed, (f /la revenge not /lim- 
te(f iipait the lady, iliould A« 
once mare gel /ler inlo hit /landt. 

I niTE Just now dismissed the 
sniveling toad Dorcas, who waa 
introduced to me for my pardon 
by tlie whining mother. I gave 
her a kind of negative and un- 
gracious forgiveness. Yet 1 shall 
as violently curse tbetwonyraphe, 
by-and-by, for the consequences 
of my own folly : and this will be 
a good way too, to jirevent their 
ridicule upon me, for losing so 
glorious an opportunity as I bad 
Tastnigbt, or rather this momine, 
I have collected from the resiJt 
of the inquiries made of the ch^- 
lU, and from Dorcas's obsei- 
tiona before the cruel creature 
:aped , a description of her 
dress; and am resolved, iflcan- 
not otherwise hear of her, to ad- 
vertise her in the Gazette, as on 
eloped wife, both by her maiden 
and acknowledged name i for her 
elopement will soon be known by 
every eiienfi/ -■ why then should not 
my I'l-iendf he made acquainted 
with it, from whose inquiries and 
informations I may expect some 
tidings of her? 

"She had on a brown luatring 
night-gown, fresh, and looking 
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.0 her. __ 

beavernat, a black ribband about 
her neck, and hlue koots on her 
breoat. A quilted petticoat of 
caraatdoQ-coloured satin; a. rose 
diamond rin^, suppoeed on her 
finger; and in her whole pcraon 
d appearance, tis 1 shall eipresa 
a, dignity, as well as beauty, 
that commands tlie repeated at- 
tention of every one who seea 

The description of her person I 
shall take a little more pains about 
My mind must be more at ease, 
before I can undertake that. And 
I shall threaten , "tbatif, after a 
certain period siven for her volun- 
tary return , she be not heard of, 
1 mil prosecute auj person who 
presumea to entertain, harbour, 
abet, or encourage her, with all 
the vengeance that an injured 
gentleman and husband may be 
warranted to takebylaw,oi'othei 



Fbesh cause of aggravation ! — 
But for tliia scribbling vein, or 1 
Hkcnild still run mad. 

Again going into her chamber, 
because it irtm hera, and sighing 
oyer the bed, and every piece of 
furniture iu it, I oast my eye to- 
wards the drawers of the dressing- 
glass, and saw peep out, as il 
were, iu one of the half-drawn 
drawers, thecornerof aletter. 1 
snatched it out, and found 
superscribed , by her , To I 
LoEclace. The sight of it made 
my heart leap, nod I trembled 
tbatlcould bardJjr open tha se 

■ -aim m. 



XT' 

How does this d — n'd love un- 
an me! — but nobodyever loved 
1 1 love ! — It is even increased 
b^ her unworthy flight, and my 
disappointment. Ingrateful crea- 
ture, to fly from a passion thus 
ardently flaming! wluch, likethe 

Salm, rises the more for being 
epreaaed and slighted. 
1 will not give thee a copy of 
this letter. I owe her not so much 

iiddst thou think, that 
this Itaujjhlij prnmim-breaker could 
resolve as she does, absolutely 
and for ever to renounce me for 
what passed last night? That she 
could resolve to forego all her 
opeuine prospects of reconcilia- 
i; that reconciliation with a 
'UdeBB family, on which she 
1 set her whole heart? — Yet 
she does — she acquits me of all 
obligation to her, and herself of 
all eipectations irom me — and 
for what? — that indeed I had 
her real cause! D— n'd 
confounded niceness, prudery, af- 
fectation, or pretty iffnorance, if 
affectation ! — fiy my soul, 
Beiford, I told thee all — I was 
indebted to her struggles, 
than to my own forwardness- I 
cannot support my own reflections 
upon a decency so ill-requited. — 
She could not, she woula not have 
been so much a Harlowe in her 
resentment, had] deserved, asl 
ought to have done, her resent- 
ment. All she feared, had then 
been over; and her own good 
sense, and e^ea TOoAeaVj-. ""O'ifti. 
have taught bet to las^ftfti'i'' """ 
of it. 
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But if ereragainl, 
my hands, art and mi 
ctimpulaion too , if she 
ceMnry [and 'lis plain 
else u'ill do] shall she 
from the man whose 
has been above even 
f-ir her; and whoae 
and forbearance ahe 
fiili'iusly triumphed 
says the poet, 
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fear nf her 
his passion 
gentleness 
as thnaper- 
ver. WeU 



Thou knowest what I have 
lately vowed — and yet at tin 
[cruel creature , ingrateful 
cruel!] I can subscribe with too 
much truth to those liues of 
other poet: 



A LETTER is put info my hands 
by Wilson hmiself — such al 
letterl 

A letter from Miea Howe to her 
cruelfriend! — 

I made no scruple to open it. 
It is a miracle that 1 fell not 
lafo^ts at iho reading of it; and 
« eAe thought of wba.t might have 



been the conaefmence , bad it 
come to the hands of tAi'w Clarissa 
Harliiwe. Let my justly excited 
rage eicnse my irreverence. 

Collins, though not bis day, 
brought it this ^emoon to Wil- 
son's , with a particular desire, 
that it might be sent with ail 
speed td Miss Beaumont's lodg- 
ings, and given, if possible, into 
her own bands. He had before 
been here (at Mrs. Sinclair's) with 
intent to deliver it to the lady 
with his own hand; but was told 
{Um tnila lold!] that she was 
abroad; but that they would give 
her any tiling he should leave for 
her , the moment she returned. 
But he cared not to trust them 
with Ilia business , and went awaj' 
to Wilson's (as I find by the de- 
scription of bim at both places) 
and there left the letter; butnot 
till he had a second time called 
here, and found her not come in. 

The letter [whichlahall inclose; 
for it is too long to transcribe] will 
account to thee for Co Uins'e coming 

this devilish Misa Howe; — 
something must be resolved npon 
and done with that little furyl 

Taoc'wilt see the marginof ihU 
cursed letter crowded wiUi indices 
[Jtf]. I put them to mark the 
places which call for vengeance 
npon the vixen writer, or which 
require animadveriion, Return 
thou it to me the moment thou 
hast peniaed it. 

Read it here; and avoid ti 
bling foi me, if tbon canst, 
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Yotr wilt perhaps think , tbatl 
have been too long Bileut. But 
I bad begun two letters at dif- 
ferent times since my last, oud 
itziUeDagretLtdenleacli time; 
and with spirit enough I aa- 

3^mae you; incensed as I was 
against the abommable wretch 
yon are with ; particularly ou 
reading yours of the Slat of the 
past month *. 

^ The/ii'.'diutended to keep 
open till I eould give jou some 
aeconnt of my proceedings 

with Mrs. Towuseud. "' 

acme days before I i 
isd this iutervenient space 
giving me time to re-peruse 
whatl had written, I thought 
it proper to lay that aside, and 
to wnto in a style a little leas 
ftivent; for you would have 

aV blamed me, I know, for the 

JS* freedom of 

pm^ooB {execi-alinns , if you 
please]. And when I bad gone 
agood way inthe jcivmrf , the 
change in your prospects, on 
his commuiiicntiug to youMiss 
Montague's letter, and hia bet- 
ter bebavio 



uncertainty, thought I would 
wait to see tlie issue of affairs 
between you before I « 
Bg^;believingtbat all would 
SOOU be decided one way 



I had still, perhaps, held 
tills resolution (fts every ap- 

ficarance, according to your 
alters ( was more and more 
promising] had not the two 
passed days tumished me with 
intelligence which it highly 
imports you to know. 

But Z must stop here, and 
take a little walk, to try to 
keep down that just indigna- 
tion which rises to my pen, 
when I am about to relate to 
you whatl must communicate, 

I AM not my own mistress 
enough — then my mother — 
always up aud down — and 
watcliing as if I were writing 
to a fellow — but 1 will try if I 
can contain myself in tolerable 
bounds — 

The women of the house 
where you are — my dear 

— the women of the house — 
but fou never thought highly 
of them — soil cannot be very 
surprising — ■ nor would you 

dtit hAvetlaiil s'l Itm^irilli ihnikad 
no, the nutionnf removing, „..m 

ofi/nur iiifn, made j^ou less un- 
easy, aud less curious about 
their ch araoters.and b ehaviour. 
Yet 1 could noio wish, that you 
had been less reserved among 
them — but I tease you — in 
JtS" short, my dear, vou are cer- 
tainly in a devilish house I — 
Be assured, that the woman 
is one of the vilest of women. 

— Nor does she go to you by 
her right name — -^tTj ^)roft^ 

— her name ia luit ftmcXwa — 



i 

I 
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^^B'Dover Street — did you nevei 
^f^ go out bj' jourself, and dis- 
cbarge tlie coach or chair, and 
.Uf return by another coacb or 
chair? If you did [yet I don't 
remember that you ever wrote 
to mc, that you did] you would 
never have found your way to 
the vile house, either by the 
woman's name, Sinclair, or by 
the street's namCj mentioned 
by that Doleman in hia letter 
about the lodgings^. 

The wretch might indeed 
have held out the false lights a 
little more excusably, had the 
bouse been an honest house; 
and bad his end only been to 
prevent mischief from your 
brother.— But this contriva — 
was antecedent, asltliink, 
your brother's project: so that 
no excuse can oe made for bis 
intentions at the lime — the 

P? man, whatever he may mxp 
intend , was certainly then, 
even then , a villain in bis 

US' 1 AH excessively concerned, 
that I should be prevailed upon, 
between ymr over-niceness, 
on one hand , and my muiher's 

Eositivenesa, on the other, to 
e satisfied without knowing 
bow to direct to you at your 
lodgings. I think too, that 
the proposal that 1 should be 
put oS to a Oiird-hand know- 
ledge, or rather veiled in a 
I rfrAl-/iajidignoranee,camefrom 

^_ him ^ and that it was only 
^^^gajeseed in bj you, aa it > 



by me *, upon needlei 

weak considerations - 
cause, truly, I might b 
to say, ifchalleuged, 
kneif nut icliere to serirl l( 

— I am ashamed of ix 

— Had thia been at fit 
casable, it could not bei 
reason for goingon in th( 
when you had no liking 
house, and when he be| 

JtS'play tricks, and delaj 
you. — Whatl Iwaat 
trust myself, was I? — 
to allow it to be ty 
_ uld not I 

atS' secret? 

ihaltime, led us both oB- 
fools , like tame fools 

JKS" string. — Upoamyllf 
dear, this man ia a vile, 
temptible villain — I 
speak oat! — How fa) 
laughed iu his sleeve 
botn, Iwarraut, forleai 
how long! 

And yet who could 
thought that amanof foi 

JS" and some reputation [thia^ 
man,Imean! notyourm 
to be 9uie ! 1 — formerly i 
indeed — [I inquired an( 

— long ago; and so wB 

• See Vol. U. Letter Ui. Par. j 



' I^llar III. lo Vd'i. I 

may oe presnmed lo h«e fCrgottS 

'* IbU Cluiiaii hail a double iodi^ 
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Bed] — bnt married 
of family — having 
palsy-biow — and one 
would think a penitent — 
3" should recommend such a 
houae [why, my dear, he could 
aoi inquire of it, but must find 
it to be bad] to such a man ae 
Lovelace, to bring hia future. 
nay, hiarfifii auppoaed, bride 

Sf I WBITE, perbapB, with too 
much violence , to be clear, 
Ent I cannot help it. Yet I 
lay down my pen, and take it 
np every ton minutes, in order 
to write with some temper — 
my mother too in and out — 
what need 1 (she asks me) lock 
myself in, if! am only reading 
past correspondences? — For 
aET that IB m^ pretence, when she 
CDinee poking in with her face 
abarpened to an edge, aa 1 
B'may say, by a curiosity that 
g^es her more pain than plea- 
rare — Lord forgive me: But 
I beUeve I shall huff her next 
time she comes in. 

Do yon forgive me too, my 
dear. My mother uughli be- 
eanse she says , I am my 
father's girl; and because I 
am sure I am hei-a. I don't 
koow what to do — I don't 
know what to write next — I 
have BO much to write, yet 
have so little patience, and 
little opportunity. 

But I wiU tell you how I 
caioe bf in J iatellieeaoe. 
-TAa(beiugafi,<:l, and re-, 



(joiring the less attention , I 
' will try to account to you for 
' thai. 

Thus then it came about — 
"Miss Lardner (whom you 
have seen at her eouain Bid- 
dulph's) saw yon at St. James's 
church on Sunday was fort- 
night. She kept you in her 
eye during the whole lime; 
but could not once obtain the 
notice of yours, though she 
courtsied to you twice. She 
thought to pay her compli- 
ments to you when tho service 
was over; for she doubted not 
but you were married — and 
Jtarfor an odd reason — heKaane 
mu rawe Ir. church I,:, y,mr>c.tf. 
Every eye (asuanal, wherever 
you are, she said) was upon 
you: and this seeming to give 
you hurry , and you being 
uearerthe door than she, you 
slid out, before she could p-' 
to you. But she ordered I 
servant to follow you till you 
were housed. "This servant 
saw you step into a chair, 
which waited I'or you ; and you 
ordered the men to carry you 
to the place where they tiok 

"The next day, Miss Lard- 
ner sent the aame servant, 
of mere curiosity, to mi 

Erivate inquiry whether Mr. 
lovelaoe were , or were n ' 
with you there. And this 
JIS" ijuiry brought out from 'lif' 
ferent people, that the houaa 
was BUBpectei to W w\e ' * 
those geuteeA vj'vi^eiVww 
which receive ani assfiTo.'m 
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date filsluimable peitpte of both 

"MisBLardner, confounded 
at this Btran^ intelligetice, 
made iiirther inquiry; eujoiu- 
ing BeorCBy to the servant she 
had sent, as well aa to the 
gentleman whom ehe em- 
ployed: who had itconSrmed 

;ltir from a rakish friend , nho 
knewthehouBe; and told him, 
that there were two houaea; 
the one in which all decent ap- 
pearances tcere prenerved, and 
ffuesis Tarel;/ admiUedt the 
other, the receptacle of those 
who were ahdorutely engaged, 
and hroken to the vile yoke." 

XB" Say, my dear creature — 
Hay — aball I not execrate the 
wretch? — But words are weak 
— what can I aay, that will 
Huitahly expresB my ahhor- 
rence of such a villain aa he 
must have been , when he 
meditated to carry a Clarissa 
toBuchaplace! 

"Mis3 Larduer kept this to 
hei'self Bomedays, iiotknoning 
what to do; for BheloveByou, 
and admires you of all women. 
At last, she revealed it, but 
ill confidence, to Misn Bid- 
dalph , by letter. Miw Bid- 
dulph, in like confidence, being 
afraid it would distract me, 
were I to know it, communi- 
cated it to Miss Lloyd; andao, 
like a whispered scandal , it' 
passed through several canals ; ' 



thoagbt I sbould bare 



fainted upon the surpriaing 
communication. But rage ta- 
king place, it blew away the 
sudden illness. I besoughtMiss 
Lloyd to re-enjoin secresy to 
everr one. I told her, that I 
would not for the world that 

JCTm^ mother, or an^ of your 
family, should know it. .ind I 
instantly causeda trusty fi'iend 
to makenbat inquiries he could 
about TomliuBon. 

JSS' I bad thoughts to have done 
itbeforelbudtbis inteCigence: 
but not imaginingit to bo need- 
ful, and little thinking that you 
could be in such a house, and 
as you were pleased with your 

JtS" ehanged prospects, I forbore. 
And the rather forbore , as the 
matter is ao laid, that Mrs. 
Hodges IB Gupposed to know 
nothmgof the projected treaty 
of accommodatiou; but, on 
the contrary, that it was de- 
signed to be a secret to her, 
and to every bodv but imme- 
diate parlies; and it was Mrs. 
Hodges that 1 bad proposed to 
sound by a secniul hand. 

JIS" Now, my dear, it is certain, 
without applying to that too- 
much favoured housekeeper, 
that there Ib not auch a man 
within ten miles of your uncle. 
Very true! One r-inivtiVw there 
is, aoout four miles off; but he 
is a day-labourer, and one 
Tkiiinson, about five miles dis- 
tant the other way; but he is 
a pariah scboobnaster, pOOr, 
and about seventy. 

as A.ma.-tt, though but of 800/, 
I a ycai , uatnioX w 
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oonatiy to settle iu anothi 
but every body in bot^ mi 
know it, and talk of it. 

.use Mre. Hodges may . jet be 
■ouaded at a. diatance , if ; 
will. Your uucle is an old mt 
Old men imagine themael' 
under obligation to their 
paramours, if younger tb.in 
tbeifiBelves, aud aeldom keep 

JSS" aaj tiling from their kuow- 
ledge. But if we suppose him 
to make a secret of the de- 
sired treaty, it is impossible, 
b^ore that treaty was thought 
O^ but she mnathaveaeenhim, 
at least have fieard your uaele 
speak praisefuH^ of a man he 
IB said to be so intimate with, 
let him have been ever ao little 
a while in those parts. 

dV ret, methioks, the story is 
80 plauiiible: Tomllnson, as 
you describe him, is ao good a. 
■OBit, and so much of a gentle- 
man; the end to be answered 

j^mC by hia being un impostor, so 
much more than necessary if 
IiOvelace has villany in his 

JKThead; and as you are in auch 
B house — your wretch's be- 
haviour to him was so petulant 
md lordly; and Tomliiiaon's 
answer so full of spirit and cir- 
«umstaiiee; aud then what he 
uicated to you of Mr. 



your mother [some of which 
particulara, I am satisfied , his 
13* vile agent Joseph Leman 
eould not reveal to his viler 
etsifiojgrj;hJa pressing on the' 
mameg6-day, m the came of i 



ay 

.mryourtindc, which it couldnoi 
answer any "'i-'lced purpose for 
him to do ; and what he writes 
of your uncle's proposal, to 
have it thought that you were 
married ii-om the timethatyou 
liave lived in one bouse toge- 
ther; and that to be madeagree 
with the timeof Mr, Hickman's 

JtS* visit to your uucle: the in- 
sisting oil a trusty person's 
being present at the ceremony, 
at that uncle's nominatioii — 
ihesE Hangs make toe willing to 
try for a tii!erable cnnKtructioa 
In be made- i>f all; though I am 

JtS'so much puzzled 1^ what 
occurs on both sides of the 
question, that I cannot but 
abhor the deviltah wretch, 
whose inventions and contri- 
vances are for ever employing 
an inquisitive head, as mine is, 
without affordiug the means of 
absolute detection. 

But this is what I am ready 
to conjecture that Tomlinson, 
specious as he is, is a machine 
of Lovelace; and that he is 
employed for some end , which 

JldT has not yet been answered. 
This is certain , that not only 
Tomlinson, butMennell, who, 
I think, attended ^ou more 
than once at this vile bouse, 
must know it to ie a vile house. 
What can you then think of 
TomliiiBoa's declaring himself 
in fiwiiur of it upon inquiry ? 

Lovelaco too must Icnow it 
to be so; if not before he brought 
you to it, soon after. 

JtS" PcrhapB Oie ci>m'pajiis 
found ikre , ma^ ^lft "i^^ ' 
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probable way of accounting 
for his bearing with the house, 
and for his strange suspeDsiouB 
of marriage, when it was in his 
power to call snch an angel " 
a woman his. 

OtS" my dear, the man ia 
vtllainlthe greatestof villaii , 
in every light ! — I am convinced 
that he ia. And this Dolcman 
must be another of his imple- 
mentsl 

3B" There are ao many wretches 
who think that to be no ain, 
which ia one of the greatest, 
and the most ingratetn! of all 
siiifl, to ruin young creatures of 
our sex who place their confi- 
dence in them: thatthe wonder 
ia leaa than the shame, that 
people of figure, of nppear 
at least, are found to promote 
the horrid purposes of profli- 
gates of fortune and interest! 

UET ButcanIthink[youwillask 
with indignant astonishment] 
that Lovelace can have de- 
BigiiB upon your honour? 

aiS" That Buch designs he Ms Ml/, 
ifhOKli/ihold them not, I cau 
have no doubt, nowthntlknow 
the house he has brought jou 
to, to be a vile one. This is a 
clue that has led me to account 
for all his behaviour to you ever 
since you have been in his 

Allow me a brief retrospec- 
tion of it all. 

We both know, that pride, 
revenge, and a delight to tread 
in unbeaten paths , are princi- 
j>^ iBgredientsin tbecbaracter 
oftbls Saiabed libertine. 



JiS" He hates all your family, 
yourself excepted; and I have 
several times thought, that I 
have seen himatung and moiv 
titled that love has obliged him 

.jt^C' to kneel at your footstool, be- 
cause you are a Harlo me. Yet 
is this wretch a savage in 
love. — Love that humaDizes 
the fiercest spirits, has not 
been able to subdue his. His 

JtS' pnde, and the credit which a 
few plausible quatilici, sprin- 
kled among his odi'iaa ones, 
have givenbim, have secured 
him too good a reception from 
our eye-judging, our undistin- 
guishing, our self-fiattering, 
our too confiding aex, to make 
assiduity and obseqatousness, 
and a conquest of bis unruly 
passions, any part of hia study. 

Jtf He has some reason for his 
animosity to all the men, and 
to I'ne woman of your family. 
He haa always shewn you, and 
his own family too, that he 

2& prefers his pride to his in- 
terest. He ia a declared mar- 
riage-hater: anotorious intri- 
guer: full of his inventions; 
and glorying in them. — He 
never could draw you into de- 
claration of love: nor till your 
irise relations persecuted you, 
as they did, to receive his ad- 

.JtS" dresses asalover.—Heknew, 



could not therefore justly 
blame you for the coldneasand 
indifi'erenceof your behaviour 
to hira. 



Krst main Yiew in the ' 
ence ho drew you 
„. ought not, then, to 

have wondered, that yon de- 
elared your preference of the^ 
tingle life to nni/ matrimonial 
engagement. He knew that this 
waa ahraijs your prefnrence; 
Dfld that before ne tricked 
yoa away so artfully. What 

B" was hia coodnet to yon after- 
irards, that you should of a 
sudden change it? 

Thus was your whole be- 
haviour regular, consistent, 
and dutiful to those to whom 
by birth you owed duty; and 
seiUier pmdish, coquettish, 
nortyranuicalto him, 

IK He had ngreed to go on with 
yon uponthoseyourownterms, 
and to rely only on kis nn-n] 
merits and fultire reformalwr,: 
for your favour. 

B" It was plain to mc, indeed, 
to whom you communicated all 
that you tnein of your own 
heart, though not all of it 
that I found out, that love h, ' 
p»etty early gained footing 
it. And this you youraelf 
would have discovered sooner 

If than you did, had not hia 
alarming, his uupolite, his 
TOngh conduct, kept it under. 

W linew, by experience, that 
love ia a fire that is not to bo 
played with, without burning 
one's fingers ; I knew it to be a 
dangerous thing for two single 
persona of different seses to 
enter into familiarity (tnd eor- 
jegpoodencB with each ol/iorji 

once, as to the latter, mmtaotl 
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ajiersonbe capable of preme- 
ditated art , wn can sit down 
ti) write, nnd not write from the 
heart? — And a woman to write 
her heart to a man practised 
in deceit, or even to a man of 
some character, what advan- 
tage does it give him over her? 
JtS* An this man's vanity had 
made him imagine, that no 
woman could be proof against 
love, when hia addreee was 
honourable : no wonder that he 
struggled, like a lion held in 
toils, against a passion that he 
thought not retumod. And 
how could yon, al first , shew a 
return in love, to ao fierce a 
aptrit, and who had seduced 
you away by vile artifices, but 
to the approval of those artifi~ 

dS" Hence, nerhapa, it is not 
difficult to believe, that it be- 
came possible for such a wretch 
as this to give way to hia old 
prejudices against marriage; 
and to that revenge which liad 
always been a first pasaion with 

Thisistheonlyway, Ithink, 
to account for hia horrid viewa 
inbringingyou toavilehouse. 

And now may not all the rest 
bn natnrally accounted for ? — 
His delay's — his teasing ways 
— his bringing you to bear with 
hia lodging in the aame house — 
his making you paaa to tho 
poopleof it, asbiswife; l!u>ui/h 
Jl37 reylriiiicehi sii, yet with ho^je, 
no doubt (vWeal oi V'il^wMB «» 
he iB!)totaV.e5oaataA''swAa¥ 
Uis bringiiis ^om >»«» ^ 
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compaDf of his libertine com- 
panioni: the attempt of impo- 
siug upon you that Miss Purt- 
ingtou for a bedfellow, very 
probably his own invention 
for the worst of porpoaea; bit 
terrifying yon at many diffe- 
renttimes; his obtruduigbiin- 
self upon you when you went 
out to church; no doubt to 
prevent your findiog out what 
the people of the house were: 
the advantages he made of 
your brother's foolish prajpi-t. 
with Singleton. 

See, my dear, how naturally 
all this follows from the dis- 
covery made by Miss Lardnor. 
r See how the monster, whom 
I thought, and so often called, 
9. fool, comes out to have been 
all the time one of the greatest 
as villains in the world I 

But if this be so, what 
would be asked by an indil 
rentperaonj has hitherto saved 
youV Glorious creature! — 
What, morally speaking, hut 
your watchfulness! What but 
that, and the rnajeety of your 
virtue ; (he native ttigmty, which 
in a situation so very difficult, 
(friendless, destitute, pasalng 
for a wife, cast into the com- 
pany of creatures accustomed 
to betray and ruin innocent 
hearts) has hitherto enabled 









confound, sucb a dangi 
libertine as this; so habitually 
remorseless, as you have ob- 
served him to be; so very 
rsrious in bis temper; so in- 
rentirej bo seconded, so eup- 



£orted, so instigated, M 
ably, as he has beenl j 
italioe digiiili/, that h 
willcallit, which h~ 
proper oaccaaions, t. 
Belfiiiits/'u/Uuetre,ui 
with that charmiue o 

JS^ nesB and condei 
sweetness, which is & 
the aiiflener of liiat I 
when your mind ii 
unapprebeDBivel 

JtS' Let me stop to a 
to bless my beloved i 
who, imbappily for he^ 
an age so tender, unat ■■ 
as she was with the w .. 
with the vile artaof lih) 
having beeu called i 
sustain the hardest ai^ 
shocking trials, from[| 
tingrelutionaonoaeb^ 
Irom a villainous lovei 
other, has h< 
auch an iUnstrious e 
fortitude and prudea 
never woman gs""" '"'' 
and who , as Ih 
observed* , hae 

£ eater figui'fi 
au she possibly c 
made, had all her sh 
lities been exerted iu 
force and power, by sj 
tinuance of that prof 
.ilfl" run of fortune which oL 
her for eighteen yearaS 
out of nineteetj. 

liSS' But now, my dea, 
apprehend, that yoal 
greater danger than f( 
you have been ii "'" 



not married in a week ; and yet 
stay in this aboniinable bouse. 
For were you out of it, I own I 
sbould not be much afraid for 

These are my thonghta, t 
the most deliberate coneider. 

JlS-tion: 'That he la now CO] 
vinoed, that he has not beeu 
&b1e to draw you off your 
guard: that therefore, if becnn 
obtain tio new advantage ovei 
you as lie goes along, be ia 
resolred to do yon all the pmu' 
jtiflice that it is in the power oi 
sBCh a wretch as he, to do you. 
He iatherather induced to this, 
as be sees that all his own 
family have warmly eugaged 
themaelTea in your cause ; and 

aar that it ie his Idghesl interest to 
be Juat to you. Then the horrid 
irretah loves you (as well he 
may) above all women. I have 
|do doubt of this; with such a 
love as Buch a wretch is capable 

3BC of: with .iwft a love aa Ilerod 
leved bis Mariaiiiae. Ueiaiiow 
therefore, very probably, at 
last, in earnest.' 

1 took time for inquiries of 

different natures, as 1 knew by 

(he train you are in, tliatwhat- 

flTerhia deaigna are, they can- 

^lot ripen either for good or 

03* evil, till Bomethiugshall result 
from this new device of his 
about Tomlinsoii and your 

Devire I havo not clonbt that 

'itis, whatever this dark, thia 

impenetrable spirit intends bj 

it I 

BT And jet I Bad it to be true, \ 



that Counaellor WUliam( whom 
Mr. llickman knows ^to be a, 
mauof eminence in his profes- 
siou) has actually as good as 

Jtf fiutshed the aettleineatB:that 
two dtafta of them have been 
madejoneavowedly tobesent 
toDueCaptain Tomlinson, as 
the clerk says: — and I find 
that a licence has actually been 
more than once endeavoured 
to be obtained; and that diffi- 
culties have hitherto been 
made equally to Lovelace's 

Jtf vexation and disappointment. 
My raother'a proctor, who is 
very intimate with the proctor 
applied to by the wretch , has 
come at this information in 
confidence; and hints, that, 
as Mr. Lovelace is a man of 
high fortunea, theae difficulties 
wiU probably be got over. 

Euthere follow the cauaesof 
my apprehension of your 
danger; which 1 should not 
have had a thought of (since 
nothing very vile has yet been 
attempted) but on finding 
what a house you are in , and, 
on that discovery, laying to- 
gether and ruminating on past 



'You are obliged, from the 
present fovourable appearan- 
JtiT ces, to give him your com- 
pany whenever he requests 
it. — You are under a necessity 
of forgetting, or seeming to 
forget, post diaobligations ;acd 
to receive his addresses as those 
of a betrothed Wwt. — Xwa. 
will incar the ceaaiMC oi ■gro.- 
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hapaia your own ajipi-plimisl'n 
if you keep bim nt that d'n 
tance which has hitherto hecn 
your security. — His sudden 
(and as stiddenly recovered) 
illness has given him an op- 
porhmity tofindout, that you 
lovB hinj. [.-I^iw, Jnij dear, } 
IcneiB i/mi hval him /] He is, as 

alS" you'relate, every hour more 
and more an encroacher upon 
it. He has seemed to change 
his nature, and is nil love and 
gentleneaa. The wolf has put 

JtS* on the sheep's clothing; yet 
more than once has shewn his 
teeth, and his hardly sheathed 
clawfl. The instance yon have 
given of hia freedom with 
your person*, whichyoucould 
not but resent; and yet, as 
matters are circum stance d 
between you, could not hut 

fiass over, when Tomlinson'a 
Btter called you into hia com- 
pany**,shewtheadvantagehe 

'.US' has now over you ; and also, 
that if he can obtain greater, 
he will. — And for thia very 
reason (as 1 apprehend) it is. 
that Tomlinson is introduced; 
that is to say, to give you the 

aiS" greater security, and to be a 
mediator, if mortal offence he 
given you, by any villainoua 
attempt. — The day seems not 
now to be so much in your 
power as it ought to be , si ' " 
that now partly depends 



your uncle, whose prcaence, at 
youi own motion, he lias 
wished oa the occaaion. A 
wish, were all real, very un- 
likely, I think, to be granted." 
UtS" And thus situated, should 
he offer greater freedoms, must 
you not forgive him? 

I fear nothing (as I know 
who has said) that devil car- 
nate or incarnate can fairly do 
against a virtue so estab- 
lished* ^ But surprises, my 
dear, in such a house as that 
you are in, and in auch cir- 

tioned, I greatly fear! ^ The 
JtS" man, one, who has already 
triumphe d over persons worthy 
of his alliance. 
JCS" What then have you to do, 
but to Sy thia house, this in- 
fernal house!— that your 
heart would let you fly the 



ready at your command. — 
But if you meet with no im- 
pedimenta, no new causes of 
doubt, I think your reputation 
in the eye of the world, tfaongh 
not your happiness, is con- 
cerned, that you should be his 
— and yet I cannot bear, that 
these libertines shonid be re- 
JB" warded for their villainy witil 
the best of the sei, when the 
worst of it are too good for 

But if you meet with the 
least ground for suspicion; if 

Baa Mi». Sorton.'* \.BWw, 'SoVQ,. 
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he would detain 70a at the 
odioaahooBe, or wish joa. to 
Btay, now you know what the 
3ti' people nre; iiy him, whatever 
your prospects are, as well as 

In one of your next airiDgg, 
if you have no other way, re- 
Stir mseto return with him. Name 
meforyourintelligeucer, that 
you are id a bad booae , and if 
you think you cannot no 
break with him, seem rather 
believe that he nay not know 
it to be so { and that I do not 
believe he does: and yet this 
belief in us both must appear 
to be very gross. 

But suppose you desire to go 
out of town for the air, this 
mltiy weather, and inaistupon 
it? You may plead your 
health for ao doing. He dare 
US" not reaiat auch a plea. Your 
bTOther'sfoolishsctiemc, lam 
told, is certainly given up; so 
joa need not be a&aid on that 
acGOnut. 

Dpon reading 
way or other get out of it, I 
shall judge of nis power over 
you, by the little you will have 
over either him or yourself. 

13" One of my informers has 
made slight inquiries con- 
cerning Mi's. Fretehville. Did 
fae ever name to you the atreet 
or square she hved ia? — I 
don't remember that you, in 
any of yours, mentioned the 

"TpJaoe of her abode to we. I 
~" ray strange, this, l\ 



Ik 



think! No such person or 
house can be found , Dear any 
of the new atreets or squares, 
where the lights I had irom 
vour letters led me to imagine 
ner house might be — askhim, 

Otis' whatatreetthehouaeisin.if 
he has not told you? And let 
me know. If he make a diffi- 
culty of that circumstance, it 

OiS" will amount toadctection. — 
And yet, I think, you have 
enough without this. 

Ishallsendthislongletterby 
Collins, who changes his day 
to oblige me; and that he may 
try (now I know where yon 
are) to get it into your own 
hands. If be cannot, he will 
leave it at Wilaon'e. As none 
of our lettera hy that con- 
veyance have miscarried wheu 
you have been in more appa- 
renllij disagreeable situations 
thou you ore in at present, I 
hope that this will go safe, if 
Collins should bo obliged to 
leave it there. 

Ji£- I wrote a short letter to you 
in my first agitations. It con- 
tained not above twenty lines, 
all full of fright, alarm, and 
execration. But being afraid 
that my vehemence would too 
much aifect you, I thought it 
better to wait a little, as well 
for the reasons already hinted 
at, as to be able to give you ar 
many particulars as I could; 
and my thoughts upon all. And 
now, I think, takmg to your 
aid other circiittia\.Kacss , J* 
they hace offered, o-c i.iaii oSet, 
you wi\l be suflicieivV^^ 
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to reaiet &!1 his machinations,: 
be they what they wiU. 
SljC One word more, command 
me up, if 1 can be of the least 
r pleasure to you, 1 
t fame^ I value not 
, nor even life itself, 1 
verilj think, aa I do your 
honour, and your friendship — 
for, ia not your honour my 
honour? And is not your 
friendship theprideof mylife? 
May Heaven preserve you, 
my dearest creature, in honour 
and safety, is the prayer, the 
hourly prayer, of 

Your ever faithful and 
affectionate 

AsNA Howe. 
^harsdiy morn. I have 
irr!iCeD ill njglit. 



How you have shocked, cou- 
foonded, surprised, astonished me, 
by your dreadful conuntmication I 
— My Jtearl is Uio ii-eai: to bear up 
Bgainst such a stroke as this I — 
When all hope was with "' 
When my prospects were so i 

mended! — But — _ . .... 

villaay in men, as in this vile a little villain have I punt 
principal, and equally vile agent ! knowing more than 1 



^m the 



heart, could be raised | 
[charge yon, think noto 
up without her indolg 
mission. 1 am too ill at 
my dear, to think of ot 
with this dreadiiil man; s 
from thia horrid house I -■ 
will ikeie yav fA^ 
my illness will be my pr 
curity, should he indfl 
meditated villany. — Fa 
forgive me, my dearest h 
trouble I have given you 
must soon — But why ad 
to grief, and trouble Ut. 
— Butlcharge you, my 
creature, not to tliink 01 
up without your mothe 
to the truly desolate an^ 
spirited 

Clabissa Hu 

Wkll, Jaekl — Ai 
thinkest thou of this lai 
Miss Howe values not eit 
or cenmrei and thinke 
that this letter will not Id 
little fury up, though dl 

Erocure no other conveyad 
er hiEf^ler's paniers, oit4 
ichjself, the other for her maj 
there be suchi knows whither tocomeuoi 

, — ^ „ — „ Iwo 

■eally ill — veryill^grief her know, and that by 6ii 
and surprise , and, ncnulwillsay, her knowledge and exfj 
despair have overcome me! — What thinkest thou, B^ 
All, all, you have laid down as bj* getting hither this vira 
conjecture, appears to ma tiomi to gmngi cnune for a Ian 
be mure than conjecture! letter from her to the fair) 

that your mother would have 'I ohould be able to read 
the goodness to permit me thelWouldshenot visitthatll 

•eseiioe of the only comforter' lierdiBtteBB,Uv\uk.eat then. 

\tmjalUicted, ray iialf-brokeuiinlendeivwitvokoimliwi 



tier into the condition fTomwhiclil 
the herself had so perfidiously 
escaped? 
Let me enjoy thethoaghtt 
Shall 1 send this letter? — 
Thoa aeest I have left room, if I 
fut in the OTact imitation of so 
charming a. hand, to avoid too 
•tdct a BCrutiny. Do they not 
bothdeeerveit of me'/ Seestthou 
not hon the raving girl threatens 
her mother? Ought she not to he 
pmushed? And can I he a worse 
oeiU, or villain, arinonaI«T, than 
ihe calls me in the long letter I 
iudoae fand has called me in her 
tormer letters) were I to punish 
Ihsm both aa my vengeance urges 
me to punish them? And when I 
lidve executed that my vengeance, 
hov charmingly satisiied may 
thqrhoth go down into the coun- 
tiyuid keep house together, and 
h«Te a muL'h better reason than 
their pride could give them, for 
linug the single life they ' " " 
both seemed so fond of? 

I will act about transcribing it 
this moment, I think. I can re- 
■dvo afterwards. Yet what 
poor Hickmau done to desi 
this of me! — But gloriously would 
it pooish the mother (as well as 
''-"ghter't for ail her sordid ava- 
; and for her undutifuluess 
to honestMr. Hone, whose heart 
ahe actually broke. I am on tiptoe. 
Jack, to enter upon this project. 
, la not one country as good to me 
a« another, if I should be obliged 
to take another tour won it? 

Bit I irill not renfnre. Hick- 
aaaiaaffoodioan, tbey tell ae. 



sr 

good man. I hope one of 
these days to be a good man 
myself. Besides, I have beard 
within this week Bomethiug of this 
bouest fellow that shews he has a 
soul; when I thonght, if he had 

— that it lay a little of the 
est to emerge to notice, ex- 
cept on very extraordinary oc- 
casions ; and that then it presently 
sunk again into its cdliila odiposa. 

— The man ia a plump inmi, — ■ \ 
Didsteversee him. Jack? 

But the principal reason that ' 
withholds me [for 'tis a tempting 
project!] is, for fear of being ut- 
terly blown up, iflshouldnotbe 
quick enough with my letter, or 
if IHiss Howe should deliberate on 
setting out, or try her mother's 
consent first; in which time a 
letter from my frighted beauty 
might reach her; for 1 have no 
doubt, wherevershe hasrcfnged, 
but her first work was to write to 
m friend. I will therefore 
^ patiently; and take my 

revenge upon the little fury at my 

But, in spite of my compassion 
for Hickman, whose bettor cha- 
racter is sometimes my eovy, and 
who Is one of those mortals that 
bring clumsiness into credit wiUi 
the tnolherH, to the disgrace of us 
clever fellows, and often to oar 
disappointmentwiththeefofir/Aret's; 
and who has been very busy in 
assisting these double- armed 
beauties against me; I swear by 
all the Bii Tnajnres, as well as 
minores, that \. mft ^a.")ft ^w* 
Howe, if Icanuol^iavfcWT-moxih 
exalted friendl An4\.'bet^,\'i-^.'&«t'^ 
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be as much Saming love bctweim 
these girls a» they pretend , what 
will my charmer profit by her 
escape y 



be vexed; bat, by my wil^| 

cannot contradict thee. ^| 

But this, Belford, 1 hope *• 

that if I can turn the poison of thi 
incloBcd letter into wholeeome ali 
ment ; that is to say, if I can maki 
use of it to my advantage; I sluil 
hare Ihg bee consent to do it. 

1 am always careful to opei 
covers caatioualy, and to presenri 
seals entire. I nill draw out fron 
this cursed letter an alphabei 
Nor was Nick Kowe ever half m 
diligent to learn Spanish , at th' 
Quixote recommendation of acv( 
tain peer, as I will be to gfli^M 
mastery of this vixen's hand,^H 
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full of otfae 
~ this wi 



And now, that I shall permit 
MisB Howe to reign a little longer, 
let me ask thee, if thou hast not, 
in the inclosed letter, a fresh in- 
stance , that a great many of my 
difficulties with her sister-toast 
are owing to this flighty girl? — 
'Tistrue, that here was naturally 
a confounded aharp wintry air; 
and if a little cold water was 
thrown into the path, no wonder 
that it was instantly frozen; and 
that the poor honest traveller 
found it next to impossible to 
keep his way; one foot sliding 
back as fast as the other ad- 
vanced, to the endangering of 
his limbs or neck. But yetl tliink 
it impossible , that she should , 

have baffled me as she has done ""P' .■ ., . .t.. :i 

fnovico as she is, and never before '""P"^^ T"" 2,"'Z «" rarest friend 
W under her parents" „ings, Jbo man has at last proved himse 
bad she not been armed by a *" b« a vdlam ! I 

Tirago, who was formerly very I, It was wifli the utmost difficnlj 
-'■^shewing, that she'couia^^n'S*"' ^If tJl>":'^fe"'«'l'«J" 
r advise than practise. But *^°'™, dishonour I 

. . .- • •'^ -. extorted from me a proiniae of ft 

giveuesB , and that I would a 
jSim neit day, as if nothing b 
f. am loth to reproach w/™/^', happened: hut if it were posal 
>f the oruolcreaturebaseHcaiied to escape fromawretch, who, 
J for what would that do but 1 have too much reason to belie 
' tormentV since evila|formedaplot to fire thehouae, 
I, and avoidable, admit frighten me, almost naked, i. 
not of palliation or comfort. And,hia arms, bow could I see him n 
yet, ifr/i.tuteilestme,thatall/.ei- day? 

strength was owing to my weak- 1 I have escaped — Heaven 
aess, and that I have been a praised thatlhave! — And ht 
cursed CO irai-d ia fJiisivhoIe affair; now no oV^vci tonwira, than t 
whytheu. Jack, I may bluab, auiljltly iromttw'«i^\io^c&a.\.' 
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have made such an huBband toler- 
able to me; the reconciliation 
with my friends, ho agreeably 
UDdertaken bj mj ancle. 

AUmj present hope is, 
BOme reputable ftimilj', or person 
at my own eex , who ib obliged to 
^ benmd sea , or wlio lives 
throad; I care not wbitber; but 
iflmight choose, in some one of 
our American colonies — never to 
be heard of more by my relations, 
whom I have so grievously of- 
fended. 

Nor let your generous heart be 
moved at what 1 write. If I can 
Mape the dreadfnllest part of 
ray father's malediction |fot the 
temporary part is already 
numer fulfilled , nhichmaki 

trHnble in apprehension o: , 

Mber) I shall tliink the wreck ot 
mj worldly fortunes a happy 
^tion. 

Kaither is there need of the 
Mnewal of your bo often tendered 
goodness to me: for I have with 
■H rings and other valuables, that 
"«B sent me with my clothes, 
which will turn into money to 
Mttwer all I can want, til! Pro- 
ndenue shall be plcoaed lo put me 
Into some way to help myself, if, 
for my ftulLher puaishment, my 
life is to be lengthened beyond 
Dv wishes. 

impute not this scheme, mj be- 
lored friend, either to dejeetiot 
Dnonehand, or to that romantii 
tarn on the other, which we have 
supposed generally to obtain with 
our sflK, iTom fifteen to tweuty- 
hro: for be pleased to consider 
' anbappy aituntioa in the 
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light in which it really mast ap-* 
pear to every considerate person, 
who knows it. Jn the first place, 
the man, who has bad the as- 
surance to think me, and to en- 
deavour to make me, his jirDperli/, 
will hunt me fttim place to place, 
and search after me as a 'stray: 
and he knows he may do so with 
impunity ; for whom have I to 
protect me from him ? 

Then as to my estate, theenvied 
estate, which has been the original 
cause of all my misfortunes, it 
shall never be mine upon litigated 
terms. What is there in being 
enabled to boast , that I am worth 
more than lean one, or wish lo use? 
And if my power is circumscribed, 
I shall not have that to answer 
for, whichlshould have, ifldid 
not use it as I ought : which veni 
few do, I shall have no husband, 
of whose interest I ought to be eo 
regardful , as to prevent me doing 
jjK.iethanjustice toothers, that! 
may not do lei'n to bim. If there- 
fore my father will be pleased (aa 
I shall presume, in proper time, 
to propose to him) to pay two an- 
nuities out of it, one to my dear 
Mrs. Norton , which may make 
her easy for the remainder of her 
life, aa she is now growing into 
years; the other of 50/. /'E'- annum, 
to the same good woman for the 
use of mi/ jini'r, as I have bad the 
vanity to call a certain set of 
people, concGming whom she 
knows all my mind: that bo as 
few as poaaible iiiay suffer by the 
consequeuces oi m^ mxht-, ftijA. 
hlesB them , and giie ftv«m\vft«tS*j 
ease and coatent, mfti'^''t<»'*>j 



1 



I 



31 



THE HtSTOET OF 



Other reasonfl for my taking the 
steplhayehiuted at, are these: 

This wicked man kuowslhaye 
no friend in the world but you: 
your neighbourhood therefore 
would be the iirst he would seek 
for me in, were you to think 
possible for me to be concealed 
it; and io this case you might 
be subjected to ineooveuiences 

Cater even than those which you 
e alreudy BUs];ained on my ac- 

Frommy couainMorden, were 
he to come, I could not hope pro- 
tection; since, by his letter to 
tae, it is evident, that my brother 
has engaged him in his party: nor 
would I, by any means, subject 
so worthy a man to danger; as 
might be the case, from the vio- 
lence of this ungovernable spirit. 

These things considered, what 
better method can I take, than to 

f3 abroad to some one of the 
Dgliisb colonies; where nobody 
but yourself shall know any thing 
of me; nor you, let me tell you, 
presently, noitilllamflxed, and 
(if it please God] in a course of 
iivinglolerably to my mind? For 
it is no small part of my concern, 
that my indiscretions have laid so 
heavy a tax upon you, my dear 
friend, to whom, once, T hoped 
to give more pleasure than pai 



I a 



e Mrs. 



misgave me at coming to this vil- 
lage, because 1 had been here 
■with him mofe than once: butjthi 
coseb bitber teas ao ready a con 
venieacy, (iaiJinewnot whatlo 



do better. Then I shall stay hen 
longer than till I can receivt 
your answer to this: in which yoc 
will be pleased to let me know , ii 
I cannot be hid, according tc 
your former contrivance [happy, 
fiad I given into it at the time!] 
by Mrs, Townsend'a assistance 
till the heat of his search be over. 
The Deptford road, I imagine, 
will be the right direction to heai 
of a passage, and to get safel; 
aboard. 

O why was the great fiend ol 
all unchained, and permitted tD 
assume so specious a form, and 
yet allowed to conceal liis feei 
and his talous, till with the oni 
be was ready to trample upon m] 
honour, and to strike the othei 
into my heart I — And what hadl 
done, that he should be let loosi 
particularly upon me! 

Forgive me this murrauriuj 
question, the effect of my im 
patience, my ^uiYiy impatience, I 
doubt: for, as 1 have escapet 
with my honour, and nothing bni 
my worldly prospects, and m) 
pride , my ambition , and mj 
vanity, have suffered in thiswreol 
of my hopefuller fortunes, mayi 
not still De more happy than '. 
deserve to be? And is it not iam] 
own power still by the divini 
favour, to secure the great staki 
of all 'i And who knows but tha' 
this very path into which my in 
consideration has thrown me 
strewed as it is with briers ant 
thorns, which tear in pieces mj 
gaudier trappings, may not bi 
Uie right path to lead me into thi 
great ioa.d io loi tiSoie \ib.'s^' 



CLAmSSi. HABLOWi:- 



351 



; whieli might have beenen- 

dftDgered hy evil comniunicatioiLV 
And after all_, are there not 
■till mare deserving persons thsTi 
1, who never failed in anjcnpiUI 
point of duty, that hnve been more 
bumbled than mynelfi and some 
too, by the errors of parents and 
nlatianB, by the tricks and base- 
neu of KaHrdians and trustees, 
tud in irhich their ovin rashness 
oifoUy had no partV 

I will then endeavour to make 
tha best of my present lot. And 
jdn with me , my best , my only 
lriend,in praying, that my punish- 
ment may end here; and that 
ay present afdictions may be 



This letter will enable you to 
•owunt for a line or two , which 1 
Hut to Wilson's to be carried to 
7(15, only for a feint, to get his 
tervantout of the way. He seemed 
lobeleft, aslthought, foraspy 
i^M me- But he returning *-'■ 
won, I was forced to write a 



■nt, with the same view; i 
Biiali^pily answered my end. 
Ivrote early in the mornin 
Utter letter to the wretch, whTch 
Heft for him obvious enough : and 
Iiappose he has it by this ti: — 
J Icept no copy of it. I shall 
eoUect the contents, and give you 
Um particulars of all, at ■ " 

I am eure you will approve of 
my Mcape — the rather, as the 
jMepleof the house mint be very 
vie: tor they, ajid that Dor ' 



too, did hear me (I know they did) 
cry out for help; if the fire had 
been other than a villainous plot 
(although in the morning, to 
l)liud them, I pretended to think 
it otherwise) they would have 
been alarmed as much as I; and 
have run in, hearing me scream, 
to mmfiirl me, sup posing my terror 
was the fire; to relieve ra«, sappo- 
aing it were any thing else. But 
the vile Dorcas went away as 
Hoou as she saw the wretch throw 
his arms about me! — Bless me, 
my dear, I bad only my slippers 
and an under-petticoat OR. Iwai 
frighted out of my bed, by her 
cries of fire; and that I should be 
burnt to ashes in a moment — and 
she to go away, and never to re- 
turn, nor any body else! And yet 
I heard women's voices in the next 
room ; indeed I did — an evident 
contrivance of them all: ~- Ood 
be praised, I >un out of theii 
house! 

Mv terror is not yet over; lean 
hardly think myself safe: every 
well-dreaBed man I see from my 
windows, whether on horseback or 
on foot, I think to be him. 

I know you will expedite an 
answer. A man and horse will be 
procured me to-morrow early to 
carry this. To be sure, you can- 
not return an answer by the same 
mau, because you must see Mrs. 
Townsend first: nevertheless, I 
shall wait with impatience till you 
can; having no friend but you to 
apply to; and being such astran- 
gec to this part of ihewOTV4,^,'Qa,\. 
I know not mhlc'a'wa'j Uil'o.'nitti^- 
aelf; whither to go-,oaT'K'niA\.a4o 



I 



i 
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— vrhat a dreadM hand have I 
made of it! 

Sirs. Moore, at whose house I 
am, is a widow, and of good cha- 
racter: and of this one of her 
neighboara, of whom I bought a 
handkei-ohief, purposely to make 
enquiry before 1 would venture, 
informed me. 

I will not Bet my foot out of 
doore, till I have your direction: 
and I am the more aeeure , having 
dropt words to the people of the 
house where the coach set me 
down, as if I expected a chariot to 
meet me in my way toHendon; a 
village a little distance from this. 
And when I left their house, I 
walked backward and forward 
upon the hill; at first, not knowing 
what to do ; and afterwards , to be 
certain that I was not watched 
before I ventured to enquire after 
8 lodging. 

You will direct for me, myd( 
by the name of Mrs. Harriet 
Lucas. 

HadlnotmademyCECapewlien 
I did , I was resolved to attempt it 
again and again. lie was gone 
to the Commons for a licence , 
lie wrote me *ord ; for I refusei 
$ee him, notwithstanding the 
promise he extorted irom me. 

How hard, how next to impi 
Bible, my dear, to avoid many 
lesser doTiatious, when 
betrayed into a eum'ial oni 

For fear 1 should not get away 
at my first eSbrt, I had apprised 
him, that I would not set eyeupou 
him under a week, inordertogain 
ajrselftjmeibritia differentways 
— and were I ao to have been 



watched as to have made it ne- 
cessary, i woiild, after such an 
e of the connivance of the 
of the house, have run oat 
into the street, and thrown myself 
the next bouse I could have 
entered, or claimed protection 
from the first pereon I had met. — 
■ J desert the cause of a poor 
•f their ou-'n te^, in /tick a 
_ irhal must tliey he! — 
Then, such a poor guilty eott of 
fibres did they make in the mor- 
nmg after he was gone out — ao 
earnest to get me up stairs, and to 
convince me, by the scorcbedwin- 
dow-boards, and burnt curtains 
and vail ens, thatthe firewasreal— 
that (although I seemed to believe 
all they would have me believe) I 
was more and more resolved to get 
out of their house at alt adven- 

When I began, I thought to 
write but a few lines. Hut, bemy 
subject what it will, I know not 
how to conclude when 1 write to 
'/f)ii. It was alirays so: it is not 
therefore owing peculiarly to that 
most interesting and unhappy 
situation, which you will alloir, 
however^ to engross at presenttbe 
whole mind of 

Yourunhappy, but ever affec- 
tionate, 

Clabisba Harlowi. 

letter vi. 

Mr. LoVBlace to John Ueltord, Esq. 
FriilAy morning, put two n'eloet. 
Ill Iriufupliel lo Clarieaa, sing! — 
0nceinorc-»rtia.\.aita,^^7 man thy 



olaeissa hAklowe. 



be lieurd to tdl the coachman 
whither to carry her 1 — And to go 
ta IlampMead , of all the villages 
ftboDt London! — The place 
where we had been together more 
thHnonce! 

Methioksi I am sorry she ma- 
naged no better! — lEballfindthe 



much diflienlt^ enhances the value 
of any thing with me, andliadahe 
had the least uotiou of obliging 
me by it, she would never have 
ctopt ihort at Hiimpsfsail, surely. 

Well, but after all this esulta- 
tion, thouwiltask, 'Iflhavcal- 
ready got back my charmer?' — 
Ihave not: but knowing where she 
u , is almost the same thing as 
having her in mj power. And it 
delights me to think hotv she will 
start and tremble when I first pop 
sponherl How she will look with 
conscious guilt, that will more tbao 
Wipe off my guilt of Wednesday 
night, when she sees her injured 
lorer and acknowledged husband, 
from whom, the greatest of felo- 
niee, she woold have stolen herself. 

But thou wilt be impatient to 
know how J came by my lights. 
Bead the inclosed here, and re- 
member the instructioDB which 
from time to time , as I have told 
thee , I have given my fellow , in 
apprehension of such an elope- 
ment; and that will tell thee all, 
and what I may reasonably expect 
from the rascal's diligence and 
management, if he wiahea ever 
to aee my face again. 

I TBoejved it about bAlf an hour 
t^gOfjaet^a I ivaagoiagtolie down 



in my clothes : and it has mademe 
so much alive, that, midnight as it 
is, i have sent for a Bluut's chariot, 
to attend me here by day dawn, 
with my usual ciiacliinan . if pos- 
sible; and knowing not else what 
to do with m vself, I sat down, and, 
in the joy of my heart, have not 
only written thus far, but have 
concluded upon the meaaurea I 
ehall take when admitted to her 
presence: for well am I aware of 
didiculties I shall have to con- 
tend with from her perveiaenesa. 



me ^H 

,Bit ^ 



Tmsis tosertifieyourhonner, aa 
howlamheerat llamestet, wher 
1 have found out my lady to be in 
logins at one Mrs. Moore's, near 
upon Hamestet-Hethe. And I 
have BO ordered mattera , that her 
ladiship cannot stur but I must 
have notice of her coins and 
comina. As I knowedl dursted 
not look into your honner's fhse, 
if I had not found out my lady, 
thoff she was gone off the premB^e 
in a quarter ot an hour, as a man 
may; ao I knowed you woidd be 
glad at hart to know I had found 
ber out ; and so I send this Petur 
Patrick, who isto baveS shillins, 
it being now near 12 of the clock 
at nite; for he would notatur with- 
out a hearty drink too — besides; 
and I was wiDIng all sbulde be 
snuglikewaysatthe logins before 

1 havemunny of youre honner's; 
but I thought aa how if th 
was payed by ma betotw 
mougbt play tia-, ao \tfX 
your nontiei. 



1 
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My lady knowa nothing of my callatbem, 'lispJahi, werewrote 
being hereaway. But I thoute it for no other purpose but to send 
bestnottoleve the plase, because himoutuf the way with them, and 
she baa taken the logins but for a one of them to amuse me. Tbat 
fae nitea, directed to Miss Howe is only 

If your honner corae to the thiar 
Upper Flax, I willbeinsiteallthel 
day abont the Tapp-house or the 1 1 writk this , my dear Miss Howe, 
Hethe. I hare horroued another only for a feint, and to see if it 
cote, instead of your honner' a will go current. I ahali write at 
liferie, and a hiacke wigg; so ! large very aoon, if not miserably 
cannot he knoen by my lady, iffas'preTcntea!!! Cl. H. 

howe she ahuld see me: andhftvei 



made aa if I had the tooth e-aki 
with my bancriffe at my mpthe, 
the teth which your honner was 
pleased to bett out with your hon- 
ner'sfyste, and my damn'd wide 
motbe, as your honner uotifys it 
to be, cannot be knoen to be 

The two inner letters I had 
from my lady, before she went 
off the prems'a. Oue was to be 
left at Mr. Wilson's for Miss 
Howe. The next was to be for 
your honner. But I knoed you 
was not at the plaee directed;! 
and being afear'd of what fell out, 
HO I kept tbem for your honner, 
and BO could not give um to you, 
until I seed you. Miss How's 1 
only made belief to her ladiabipaa 
I carried it , and sed as bow there 
was nothing leftfor bur, as ehee 
■ished to knoe: so here they be 



Now, Jack, will not her feinl»t 
justify nii'fie.' Does she not invade 
my province, thinkesttbou? And 
is it not now fairly come to icAo 
shall most deceiee and cheat Iht 
olherf So, I thank my stars, we 
areuponapar, at last, as to this 
point — which is a great ease to 
my eonsoience, thou must believe. 
And if what Hudibras telU us is 
true, the dear fugitive 
abundance of pleasure ia coraOi-nj 







Do r 



ay, Job 



give me cause to dread 
your return. If you would not 
that I should hate you for ever, 
;, happy send me half a line by the bearer, 
servant, to assure me that you will not 

Wm. Scmmkhb. attempt to aee me for a week to 
come. 1. ca,-niio\.\oQt'jou to the 
leMers, as Will',faceYi\ffaowt ei\ttsA non^aKioaBsA 



CtARIBEA BAItLOWE. 



Sffl 




Jadi^a&tiDn. The obliging me in 
ftis IS but a poor atonement for 
four lost night's vile behaviour. 

You may pass thia time in a 
jouTnejtoLordM.'aiandlcannot 



luveiisBured me tbcj are, but that 
yon will have interest enough to 
prevail nith one of tbem to oblige 
BU^th her company. After joui 
buenoBs of last night, jou willnol 
Tonder, that I insist upon this 
— if oiyour future honour. 
' Captain Tomlinson < 

~ I can hear what he has 
~ send you an 



^of violence, of whicnyoufci 
net the consequence. 

Send me the requested line, if 
wet you eipeot to have the for- 
glven^as confirmed, the promise of 
rticb JOU estortcd from 

The unhappv 

Kow, Belford, what canst thou 
s»y in behalf of thia sweet rogue 
ora lady? What cans* thou aay 
(wher? 'T is apparent, thatahe 
iras fiilly determined upon an 
elopement, when she wroteit: and 
tliQswoaldshe make me of party 
agaiuBt myaelf , by drawing me in 
togivehera week's time to com- 
plete it: and, more wicked still, 
■endmeapon a fool's errand to 
bting up one of my cousins: — 
when we came to have the aatis- 
bction of find ingh erg-one 0^ andl 
- eipoeed for ever! — Wist 



punishment can be bad enougb 1 
for such a little villain of a lady. 

But mind, moreover, how plau- 
sibly she acconnta by this billet 
(supposing ahe should not find an 
opportunity of eloping hefor 
roturned)for the resolution of not 
seeiDsmefora week; and for the i 
bread and butter eipedioutl — I 
So childish as ire thought it I 

The chariot is not come; an 
it were, it is yet too soon forevery 
thing but my impatEence. And 
as 1 have already taken all my 
measurca, and can think of nothing 
but my triumph , I will resume bet 
violent letter, in order to streng- 
then my resolutions against her. 
I was bcf'ire in too gloomy a way 
to proceed with it: but now tlio 
aubject isallalive to me, and my 
gayer fancy, like the sunbeams, 
will irradiate it, and turn the 
solemn deep green into a brighter 
verilure. . 

When I have called upon my 1 
charmer to explain someparta of | 
her letter, and to atone tor others, 
I will send it, or a copy of it, to 

Suffice it at present to tell thee, 
in the first place that she is ileler- 
mined neosr in be my icife — to be 
sure, there ought to be no compul- 
sioninaomaterialacase. Compul- 
sion was her parents' fault, whichl 
have censured so severely, thati 
shall hardly be guilty of the same. 
I am therefore glad I know her 
mind aa to this eaaential point. 

1 hare ruined her, she says I — 
Now that's a fib , takft \t m U« 
I own way — it'lba,d,a\ievio-tt\4iv 
perhaps have run away ttonwaa.ij 



I 
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SheiBlkromnmonthewide'i'' 
NowIovnthatHampBteadHeath v 
affords very pretty andveryeid 
si'i'e prOBpectB ; bnt 'tis nottheiin 
tmrHneither: andauppoaethatto a 
be her erievanee, I nope Boon t 
restore her to a narrower. 

I am the enemt/ of her soul a 
well as of her honow! ~ Con- ■ 
foundediy aeverel Neverthelesa, 
another fib I — For I love her soul f 
very well; but think no more of it g 
in tnis case than of my own 

She is to be Ihroa-i 
slrangen! — And is not that ner f 
own fault? — mneh against my r 
will, I am aure. ■" 

She is cast front a atate of in 
dependency into one of ohlii/atiun 
She never was in a state of iade 
'pendmtcij; nor ia it fit a. womai 
should , of any age, or in an] 
state of life. And as to the state 
of obligation, there ia no auch 
thing as living without being be- . 
holden to somebody. Mutual obli- 
gation is the very essence and sonl 
of the social and commercial life : t 
why should she be exempt from 
it? — I am sure the person she I 
raves at, desires not such an ex- n _ 
emption; — has been lone ilepen-^. Let but the "chariot c 
lionf upon her; and waula rejoice heahall aecampanymeiuitto t 
to owe further obligalione to her bottom of the hill (though ho i 
than he can boast of hitherto, turn to town on foot; for the ca 

She talks of her father's curne — tain ia all obliging goodness) tt 
but have I not repaid him for it an I may hear all he has to sav, ai 
hundred fold in the same coin? tell him all my mind, and lose 
But why must the faults of other time. 

people be laid at my doof? Havel Well, now I am satisfied th 
Inotenow of my own? this rebellioua fiight will turn 

But the grey-eyed dawn begins my advantage, as all crushaf ~ 
to peep —let me sum up all. ibcUioi\a do Vi thft wlvwitagi 

In short , tbea, the dear orea-',Bo\ereig;n.m^oBaeisvHj,. 



: ture's letter is a collection if 
1 vectives not very new tiK 

- though the occasion for themj ', 
e donbt, is new to her. A lit 
) sprinkling of the romantic ai 
1 contradictory runs through it. S 

loves, and she hates: she e 
s courages me to pursue her, 

- telling me I aafely may; and j 
I, she begslwilinot: sheapprehen 
1 pover^ and want, yet resolves 
t give away bci estate; to grati 

whom? why in short, those w 
1 have been the cause of her m 
r fortunes. And finally, though s 
Y resolves never to be mine, yets 

has some regrets at leaving n 

- because of the opening prospei 
.. of areconciliationwithnerfrieni 

But never did morning dftm 
J tardily as this! — neither \ 
7 chariot yet con 



to speak wifkfl 

- Dorcas? — Who can want t 

- thus early? 

I Captaiu Tomlinson, aayi 

: thoui' Surely he must have ti 

veiled all night! — Early riaer 

' am, how could he thiiA to fi 

le up /Alls early! 
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Eicuae me, sir, that I salute 
you from mj fsTotirite bard. He 
that riBCB with the lark, willaing 
with the lark. Strajige news ainee 
Ubwjou, captaint — Poormis- 
Inken lady! — But you have too 
maeh gooilneas , I know, to reveal 
to ter uncle Harlowe the errors of 
lliis capricious beauty. It will all 
turn out for the beat. You must 
iCMmpanymepart of the way. 1 
know the delight you take in com- 
podng differences. But 'tis the 
tuk of the prudent to hea! the 
breachea made by the raahneBS 
Slid, folly of the inijirudent. 

Akd now (all around nie bo atill, 
and BO Bilentl the rattling of the 
chariot-wheeU at a street's dia- 
taoce do I hearl ~ and to this 
Rnaelofawomaalflyl 

Seward, God of love (the 
eause IB thy own) reward thou, as 
itdeBBrres, my suffering perseve- 
naee! — Succeed my eiioeftvours 
to bring back to thy obedienee 
tbia charnuog fugitive! — make 
her acknowledge her rashness; 
npent her insults; implore my 
fw^venesB; beg to be reinstated 
in my favour, and that I will bury 
in obUrioD the reaiembiance of 
berbeiaom offence ggaiast thee ' 



Tub chariot at the door! - 

I attend you good captain — 

Indeed, sir — 

Pray , sir — civility ia not ccre< ' 

And now, dressed likeabridflr'^ 
groom, my heart elated beyoii4iJ 
that of the most desiring one (at 
tended by a footman whom mj 
beloved never saw) 1 am already,! 
at Hampstead ! 






Upper 



I o'clock. (Juno 8.) 

I ix now bere, and here have 
been this hour and half. What aa 
induBtrious spirit have 1; — no- 
body can say that I eat the bread 
of idleness. I take true pains for 
all the pleasure I enjoy. Icaiuiot 
but aduiiro myself strangely; for 
certainly, with this active soul, I 
should have made a very great 1 
figure in whatever station Ibad. 
filled. But had I been a prince! 
To be sure 1 should have made a, 
most noble prince I I should hava 
led up a military dance equal to 
that of the great Macedoman, I 
should have added kiugdoro '- 
kingdom, and deBpoiled ail e . 
.iieighbouraovereigns, inorderto ' 
:have obtained thename of iioiert \ 
the Great. Audi would have gone 
'to war with the great Tviit, sod. 
thePersian, audMos^o^MOT'Cfe'^ 
seraglioflj fov tio\ o^^ cl 'Cu.wa 
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self with, till I had dgne with her. 

And now I have bo much leiflure 
upon my hands, that, after hav- 
ing iafonned myself of all neces- 
aaiy particulars, I am aet to m; 
short-haud writing in order to 
keep up with time as well as I 
can : for the Bubjoct is now become 
worthy of me; and it is jet too 
Boon, Idoubt, to paymy compli- 
ments to my charmer, after alt 
her fatigues for two or three days 
past: and moreover, 1 have abund- 
ance of matters preparative to my 
future proceediugH to recount, in 
order to connect and render all 
intelligibli 

I parted with the captain at the 
foot of the bill , trebly instructed ; 
that is to say, aa to the /bcf , to the 
probable, and to the pusidllc. If 
my beloved aod I can meet and 
make up without the mediation of 
this ioor(?ij gentleman, it will be 
90 much the better. As little 
foreign aid as possible in my 
amorous conflicts has always been 
a rule with me ; though here I 
have been obliged to call in so 
much. And who knows but it may 
be the better for the lady the less 
nhe makes neceaaary. I can n 
bear that she should sit ao indi 
ferent tome as tobeinearneat 
part with me for ever upon : 

iFl 'find 

tave vowed. 
A)} WiJJ's account from the 
lady's Sight to bis finding her'i 



again , all the accounts of' the 
people of the house, the coach- 
man's information to Will, aod 
so forth, collected together, stand 

" The Hampstead coach, when 
the dear fugitive came to it, had 
but two passengers in it. But she 
made the fellow go off directly, 
pay in" for the vacant places, 

" The two paasengers directing 
the coachman to set them down 
at the Upper Flask, she bid him 
aet her down there alao. 

"They took leave of her (very 
respectfully no doubt); and she 
went into the house, and asked, 
if, she could not have a dish of 
tea. and a room to herself for half 

" They shewed her up to the 
very room where I now am. She 
sat at the very table I now write 
upon; and, Ibelievc, thecliairl 
Bit in was hers. O Belford, if 
thou knowest what love is, thoa 
wilt be able to account far these 
minuli'te. 

"She seemed apiritless and fa- 
tigued. Tile landlady herself 
cliose to attend so genteel and 
lovely a guest. She asked her, if 
she would have bread and butt 
with her tea '? 

■' No. She could not eat. 

" They had very good biscnil 

"As ahe pleased, 

"The woman slept out for 
some: andreturuingonasuddon, 
she observed the aweet fugitive 
endeavouring to restrain a violent 
burst of grief, to which she had 
giv en V8.y m ttvaA. \iJ.Ue TOtcwal . 
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mxde the landlady ait dowu 
nth her, and asked her abun- 
lance of qiieatioDs about the vil- 
kges Hnd roads La that neigh- 
lourhood. 

The woman took notice to 
, Ihal she seemed Iti be troubled 

"Tender Bpirits, she replied, 
Sould not part with ikar friendB 
ritbout conoem." 
8be meant me, no doubt. 
"She made no inquiij about a 
lodging, though bj the sequel, 
ttiDu'lt observe, that she seemed 
la intend to go no further that 
n^ttbaoHanipatead. But after 
Bu had drank two dishes, and 
fiA a biscuit in ber pocket — 
iBweetsoul! to serve forhersup- 
peiperhaps) she laid down half a 
jroini; and refusing change, sigh- 
hg, took leave, raying, she 
iraid proceed towards Hendon; 
Uie distance to which had been 
we af her qaes tione. 

They offered to send to know, 
ifsUampstead coach was not to 
go lo Uendon that evening. 

"Ho matter, she said — per- 

bnssbe might meet the chariot." 

isother of her feintx, I sup- 

poiS; for how, or with whom, 

coald anj thine of this sort have 



been concerted e 



"She had, as the people took 
(tiee to one another, something 
' uncommonly noble in ber air, 
id in her person and behaviour, 
at tfaey were sure she was of 
ality. And having no servant 
iith her of either sei. hpr eyes 
lerSaeej-esj the landlady caUed I 



them, stranger asshewas, and a 
womani] being svelled and red, 
they were sure there was an elope- 
ment in the case, either from 
parents or guardians: for they 
Buppoaed ber too young and too 
maidenly to be a married lady: 
and were the married, no hus- 
band wonld let anch a fine young 
creature beunattended and alone; 
give her cauae for so much 
grie fas seemed to be settled in her 
counteuance. Then, at times, 
she seemed to be so bewildered, 
they aaid, that they were afraid 
she had it in her bead to make 
away with herself. 

"All these things put together, 
eicited their eurioaity; ana they 
engaged a peery servant, as they 
called a footman who was drinking 
with Kit the ostler at the tap- 
house, to watch all her motions. 
This fellow reported tbefollowicg 
particulars, as they were re-re- 
ported to me. 

"She indeed went towards 
Hendon, passing by the sign of 
the Castle on the Heath; then 
stopping, looked about her, and 
down in the valley before her. 
Then, taming ber face towards 
London, she seemed, by the 
motion of ber handkerchief to her 
eyes, to weep; repenting [who 
knows?] the rash atep she had 
taken and wishing herself back 

Better for her, ifsbedo, Jack, 
once more I aayl — Woe be to tbe 
girl who could think of raarryinj 
me , yet be able to run awa.^ ftni 
me, andreno\iTitemeiQT«v««\ 

"Then, coatmiimg oa. «.^ 
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paces, she stopt again; a 
if (lielikiDg bGrroaa, agaii 



I am glad she wept so mnch, 
because no heart bursts (be the 
occaBion for the aoiron what it 
will) which has that kindly relief. 
Hence I hardly ever am moved at 
the sight of these pellucid ftigi- 
ttves in a fine woman. How often, 
ia the past twelve hours, have J 
wished, that I could cry moat con- 
foundedly 1 

"She then saw a coach and four 
driving towards her empty. She 
crossed the path Bhe was in, a,s if 
to meet it; aud seemed to intend 
({lapeak to tliecoaehmiin, had he 
Btopt or spoken first. He as eam- 
estty looked at Jier. Every one 
did so who passed her (so tlie man 
who dogged her was the less 
Bospected) — Happy rogue of a 
coachman, hadst thou known 
whose notice thou didst engage, 
and whom thou mightest have 
obliged! — It was the divine Cla- 
rissa Harlowe at whom thou 
Sazedst! — mine own Clarissa 
[arlowe! — But it was well for me 
that thou wert as uii distinguish- 
ing as the beasts thou drovest; 
otherwise what a wild-goose cbace 
had 1 been led! 

"The lad^, as well as tbe 
coachman, in short, seemed to 
want resolution; the horses kept 
on [the fellow's head and eyes , no 
doubt, turned behind bim;{ and 
distance soon lengthened 

._ idrecaJ. With a wistful eye 

hokod after biat ; sighed audi 
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wept again; as the servant, who 
then slilj passed her observed. 

"By this time she had reached 
the houses. She looked up at 
every one, as she passed; now 
aud then breathing upon her 
bared band, aud applying it to 
herswelled eyes, to abate ^ered^ 
uess and dry the tears. At last, 
seeing a bill up for letting lodg- 
ings, she walked backwards and 
forwards half a dozen times, asif 
unable to determine what t« do. 
And then went further into the 
town; and there the feliow bting 
spoken to by one of his familian, 
lost her for afew minutes: butke 
soon saw her come out of a lines- 
draperj shop , attended Taj B 
servant-maid, having, as be be- 
lieved, bought some little matteit, 
and, as it proved, gotthatmaid- 
sei'vantto go with her to the house 






" The fellow , after waiting 
about an hour, and not seeing her 
come out, returned, concludiog 
that she had taken lodgings 

And here, supposing my nar- 
rative of tbe dramatic kind, endi 
act the first. And now begins, 



A 



Will having got at all these 
particulars, by eichanging others 
as frankly against them, with 
which 1 had formerly^ prepared 
him both verbally and in writing; 
1 found the people already of my 
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party, and full of good wishes for 111 
mj Bucceas, repeating to me all ' 
tbev told him. 

Buthehadfirat Hcquaiated me 
irtlh the aecooniB he Lad given 
them of his lady and me. It is 
DBCeaaary that I give tbee the 
pwticnlars of his tale — and I 
nave a little time upon my hands: 



1'hat she had three or four I 

plajed his master auch 

tricks ; but with all the virtue and 
innocence in the world; niiiuing 
away to an intimate friend ofbers, 
who though a young lady of hon- 
our, was but tooindalgent toher 
in this her only failing; for which 
•.•■■^•i ■ii.ui^ 'iiiiii u)iuuiu_v uuuiui, reason hia master badbrought her 
farihemaidof thehoDseiwhohad'to Loudon lodgings; their usual 
beenoQt of anerrand,te!lsus,tbat residence being in the country: 
■he taw Mrs. Moore [with whoni|and that, onhisreliisiugtOBatiEly' 
niutbe my fii'stbusiaessj go into her about a Imij he hailbeen seen 
(he bouse of a young gentieioan, 1 with in St. James's Park , she had 
nithinafewdoorsof her, who has I for the first time since she oame to 
kniBiden sister, MissRawlins by town, served his master thus; 
nime, so nntify'd for prudence, whom be bad left half distracted 
tbatnone of her acquaintance un- on that account." 
dntakeany thing of consequence And truly well he might, poor 
wiUiout consulting her. gentleman [cried the honest folks, 

Meanwhile my honest coach- pitying me before they saw nie. 
Ban 18 walking about Miss Raw- "lie told them how he came by 
bu's door, in order to bring mc his intelligence of her; and made 
notice of Mrs. Moore's return to'himsolf snchaninterestwiththem, 



bar own house. I hope her t 
"jj'a-tale will be as soon told o 
u mine. Which take as follows. 

Will told them, before I came, ii 
"That his lady was but lately n 
OiBTried toone of thefinestgentle- I 
1 the world. But that he, f. 
bflingTery gay andlively, shewas f 
■wrtai jealous ofhim; andinafit t 
ofthat sort, had eloped irom him. I. 
Foralthoughsbelovedhimdearly, v 
■ndbedoatcd uponherfaswellhe s 
night, since, aetbey hadscei 
~u the finest creature thai a 

ieu;r")n;) jetshe was aptto d 



r that they helped him to a change 
i of clothes for himself; and the 
landlord, at bis request, privately 
, inquired, if the lady actually re- 
f maiued at Mrs. Moore's; and for 
ong she had taken the lod- 
, „ „ : which he found only to be 
s for a. week certain: but she had 
t said that she believed she should 
.. hardly stay so long. And then it 
, was that be wrote his letter, and 
3 sent it by hoaest Peter Patrick, a« 
e thou hast heard." 
e When I came, my person and 

_.._ , ,^ ^ .0 dress havinfr answered Will's 

be TBry wilful and sullen, if he description, tliepeopiewereready 
tnighttakethelibertytosay so— ;to worship roe. I now and then 
but truth was truth ; — and if she, sighed, now and then, yat 
could not bare her owa way inl'lighter air-,v)h.\t\i,VofleNftv, -- 
every tbiag, would be for leaving ,' signed should s^xft-w iwsi* 
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veiation ill-disguiBed, than of real 
cheerfuluess: and they told Willit 
was a thouBand pities so Jine a 
lady sbould have mich iHtiisli 
fn'ri'i'; adding, tbat she might ex- 
pose herself lo great dangers by 
them; for there were rakes every 
where [Loeelaces m eeeru c-imer, 
Jaeir!\ and many about tbat town, 
who would leave nothing iinat- 
tempted toeetinto her company: 
and although they might not pfe- 
Tail npou her, yet might they 
nevertoeless hurt her reputation; 
and, in time estrange the affec- 
tiouB of BO fine a gentleman ff oin 
her. 
Good sensible neople tliese! — 
Here, landlora; one word with 
you. — My servant, I find, has 
acquainted you with the reason of 
my coining this way. Anunbappy 
affair, landlord! a very unhappy 
affair! but ever was there a more 

So, sir, she seems to be. A 
thousand pilies her ladyship has 
such ways — and to so good- 1 
humoured a gentleman as you 
seem to be, sir. 

Mother-spoilt, landlord! — 
mother-spoilt ! that's the thing! — 
but, Bighing, I must make the best 
of it. What I want you to do for 
me , is to lend me a great coat. 1 1 
care not what it is. If my spouse 
should see me at a distance, she 
would make itrery difficult forme 
to get atberepeech. Agreatcoatj 
with a cape , if you have one. I 
must come upon her before she is I 

J /un afritid , sir, I have none fit' 
forauch s geDtlemna aa yon. 



leinl 



Exit taiullord. Re-enter iPitk hi 
ijreiil-coals. 

Ay, landlord, this will be bes 
forfcan button the cape overtl 
lower part of my face. Don't 
look devilishly down and coi 
cemcd, landlord? 

1 never saw a gentleman with 
better natnred look. 'Tis a pll 
you should have such trials, sir. 

I must be very unhappy, i 
doubt of it, landlord. And yetl a 
a little pleased, you must neei 
think, that 1 have found her oi 
before any great inconveniem 
has arisen to her. However, 
I cannot break her of these ireai 
she'll break my heart: for I < 
love her with all her failings. 

The good woman, wao wi 
within hearing of aU this, pitii 

Pray, your honour, said she, 
I may be so bold, was madam ev 

No ! — And I sighed — we ha 
been but a litile while oiarrie 
and as 1 may say to m-u , it is 1 
own fault that she is not in th 
way [not a word of a lie in th 
Jack]. But to tell you truth, n 
dam, she may be compared to t 
dog in the manger — 

I understand you, sir, [simpi 
ingj — She is but young, sir. 
have beard of one or two sn 
skittish young ladies , in my tin 
sir — hut when madam is in tt 
way, Idaresay, asshelovesy 
(and it would be strange if she i 
nol\'\a.\\i\ii6-fllU.beQier,aude 
', may maVii ttic 'XiW.V ol -bvi m.. 
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s kind look. 

'aa adjusting 

aud Win 



That's all mj hope. 
She is as fine a lady 
beheld. 1 Lope, sir, you wou't be 
BCvere. She'll get 
e fi«akB, if ODce i 

n that. The 

... allresentmeut! 
if ahe give me but □ 

Ali this time, 1 
7 horsemaa's co , 
ubattoniug the utpe o 
lia. 

tasked the womaa for a littl< 

Cder. She brought roe a pow- 
box, and I ligbtlj shook the 



■tittle too guy for my coveriug: 
andsbuching it over my eyen — 
Shtll I be known, thiak you, 
tadiaa? 

four honour ia ao expert, Bir! 
Iviih, if Imayhe sobold, your 
l«ifyhaBnotaome>:ouj'efo bejea- 
IfflB. Butitwillbeimpossible, if 
jm keep your laced clotbes 
omied, that any bod; should 
boH you in that dreas to be the 
Mme gentleman — except they 
*"■" — out by your clocked 



Weil observed — can't jou,' 
Undlord, lend or sell me a pair of 
•totkiuga, that will dran over 

cut off the feet, if they 
won't go into my shoes. 
He could let me have a pair of 
but clean, Btirrnp- 
'" pleased. 

3 the world for the 



He fetched them. Will drew 
them on; and my legs then 
a. good gouty appearance. 

Thegood woman, smiling, wish- 
ed me sucoeaa; and ao aid the 
landlord; and as thou kuowest 
that I am not a bad mimic , 1 took 
a cane, which I borrowed of tha 
landlord, and stooped in theahoul- 
ders to a quarter of a foot of less 
height, and aturoped away cross to 
the bowling-ereen, to practise a 
little the hobbline gait of a gouty 
man. The landlady whispered 
her husband , as Will tella me, 
He's a good one, I warrant him — 
1 dare say the fault lies not at all 
of one aide. While mine boat 
replied, that I was so lively and so 
good-natured a gentleman, that 
he did not know who eould be 
angry with me, do what I would. 
A sensible fellow I — I winh my 
charmer were ofthe same opinion. 

And nowl am going to try, ifl 
t agree with Goody Moore for 
jings and other conveniences 
my sick wife. 

'Wife, Lovelace?" methinks 
thou interrogatcst. 

Yea, wife, for who knows what 
cautions the dear fugitive may 
have given ia appreheiiaiouofme? 

"But has Goody Moore any 
other lodgings to let?" 

Yes, yea; 1 have taken care of 
that; and find that she has just 
such conveniences as X want. And 
I know that my wile will like them. 
For although married, I can do 
every thingi please; and that's a 
bold word, you know. Eut had 
she only a garret to let, 1 «oa\i 
iave liked it; and \ieeTi a 5Q<it 



I 
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nnthor afraid of Mmt*,ftaKliB>^« not? Wliatwidow, what sirrrant, 
tliat my place ofi«{age: yex-wtmlil a^kj questions of a man with an 
li&Tnm'iMeGhifttopajbcfarebaiKl Mioipage? 

for irhal I had. Icansait raTielf Uy coachman, aa well m mj ' 
to any condition, that's my com- odi«r setrant, is under Willi 
fort. tuiiion. 

• * * Neter was there such a hideou I 

Tiii:wtdowHoor«r«lDTncd! say rasc«l as he ^ 

vow — Down , down , Itatterer! — The devil only and his other nM»- 
'rhis impertinent heart is more ter can know him. They bofi 
troublesome to me than my wn- have set their marks upon 
science, Itbink.^ — leballoeob- As to m^ ^■>'**'i''^ mnrk, it 
liged to hoarsen my voice, and never be out of las d — ti'ii 
roaghonmy character, to keep up in.<fAc,ashe calls it. For the 
with ita puppily dancings. . will be hanged before he can 

Hut let me see , shall I be anny the rest of his teeth by agft, 
or pleased, when 1 am admittedto I am gone, 
my beloved's presence? I 

Angry, to be sure. — Has she! letter Tin. 

not broken her word with me"? at< j,^ Lovetawi- ■-■--—-■•--• 
a time too when 1 was meditating | 

to do her grateful justice? — And Himpnteid, IMdw "iglit, 

is not breach of word a dreadful Xow,Iielfonl,fortheiiam 
crime iu good folks? 1 have ever narratives. 1 will continue 
been for lorming my judgment of I have opporlutiitj; and tl 
the nature of thin^ and actions, dexterously, that if 1 bri 
not so much from what they are in twenty times, thousbaltn 
themselves, as from the character cem where I piece my tbrei 
of the actors. Tbns it would be; Although grievously ti. 
as odd a thing iu such as we to! with thegout,l8lightedoilt 
keep our words with a woman, asit chariot (leaning veiy' hard 
would be wicked iu her to bnfat cone with one hand, and B, 
bers to us. servant's shoulder with the 

Seest thou not that this un- the same instant almost 
seusouahle gravity is admitted to had knocked at the door, 
quell the palpitations of this un- might be sure of ^ 
manageable heart? But still it will ' tlie house. 
goon withitsboundings. I'lltry,' Itook care to button my 
as I ride in my chariot, to rpii"-|coat about me, and to covei 
qialtize. ]it even the pamme! of my s. , 

Kide, Bob! so little a way? ' being a little too gay l'ormyyeai»i 

Yes, ride. Jack; for am 1 uot;lknewnot what occasion I might; 
Iame?and will it not look well to I have for my sword. 1 elooped. 
have a lodger who keeps his cha-|forwardi blinked with my tves to 
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conceal their luetro [No vanity in 
uying that, Jack]; my chin 
wrapped up for the toot.h-ach; 
'" "", mv slouched laeed hat, giving 
, altogether, the appearance 
n autiqaated hean. 
My wife, I resolved beforehand, 
dioi^ have a complication of 
disoiders. 

The maid came to the door. 1 
asked for her mlBtress. She 
(hewed me into one of the par- 
Isun; and I sat dowa nitli a 
jon^Oh! 

Enter Condg Monre. 
Tou servant, madam — But 
jmi most excuse me; I cannotwell 
atuul - 1 fiad by the bill at the 
dOar, that you have lodgings to let 
[nnuuhling mj words as if, likemy 
-in Will, 1 had lost some of my 
^-teethl; be pleaaed to inform 
! what they are; forllikeyour 
Rtnation — and I will tell you my 
huily — Ihavea wife, agoodold 
vonan. — older than myself, by 
Iheway, apreltydeal. Sheis' 
abtd itate of health, and is a 
viRBd into the Ilainjiatead a 
She will have two maid servants 
and a footman. The coach or 
dutiiot (I shall not have them up 
boSi together) we can put up any 
where, and the coachman will be 
with hiB horBes. 

When, sir, shall you want to 
oouein? 

I will tt^e them &om this very 
ivfi and, if convenient, willbring 
mv wife in the afternoon. 

Perhaps, sir, you would board, 
at weli us yodffey 
That aa yoa pjeaae. It wjIJ 



.. _ .._ the trouble of bringing 
my cook, if we do. And I suppose 
you have servants who know how 
to dress a conple of dishes, Mt 
wife must eat plain food, and I 
don't love kickshaws. 

We have a single lady, who will 
begonein two or three days. She 
' IS one of the best apartments: 

at will then be at liberty. 

Yon have one or two good ones 

Ban time, I presume, madam, 
just to receive my wife; for we 
have lost time — these damned 
physicians — excuse me, madam, 
I am not used to curse; but it is 
owing to the love 1 have for my 
wife — they have kept her inhaiid 
till they are ashamed to take more 
fees, and now advise hort«theair. 
I wieh we had sent her hither at 
first. BuC we must now make the 
beet of it. 

Excuse me, madam [for she 
looked hard at me] that I am 
ed up in this warm weather, 
but too sensible that I have 
left my chamber nooner than I 
ought, and perhaps shall have & 
return of my gout for it. I came 
out thus muffled up with a dread- 
ful pain in my jaws; an ague in 
thein, I believe. But my poor 
dear will not be satisfied with any 
body's care but mine. And, asl' 
toldyou, we have lost time. 

You shall see what accomrao da- 
lions I have, if you please, sir. 
But I doubt you are too lame to 
walk up stall's, 

1 can make shift to hobble up 
tiowIhavereatelaWUVe. V^yMJt 
look upon tVie a^MtmeiATO^ ■«'&' 
ia to Lave. AnyfcmsvQM^'^^^ 
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the Bervftnte: and as jouaeemto wboirAscomiiig up; and, seeiji| 
be a. oood sort of gentlewoman, ; such an old clum^ fellow, greal 
I aliao t stand for a price, and will i cotiled in weather bo i--— ~ 

pay well besides for the troDblel slouched and muffled np, 
Bhall give. ; withdrew , shutting the doef 

She led the way; and I help- ■"I'"'"t8''y «»*'«<'''- ^Sutitwaj 
ingtny8clfbythebanisters,maae'«'J«<' w'thme; for thou cwut 
Hhfft to get up with leas ^tigue ' ""* "nagwe how my heart danced 
than I espected from ankles bo *°"J' '"**"t^' at the very glmfje 
weak. But oh! Jack, what was ■» ^^'i ^° ^^^^ ^^'^s afraid^ 
SiituB the Vtli's artful depreesiou ttiiinp, thump, thumping nll^ 
of his natural powers to wine, **"'='' ^ad so lately thumpcM 
when , as the htdf dead Montalto, "i^T ^ "" P»fp088 , woultt^H 
he gaped for the pretendedlyun- 1 '=''?",?,'* '5«- , , . „ ^M 

Bought Pontificate, and the mo-' J '"''ed the lodg.ng weHi3B| 
ment he was chosen leaped upon ""^ "n"™ »« J,^« said the mm 
thepiTOcing beast, which it was/'""" ."■'^* ^^"^ handsomer, T" 
thought by the amazed conclave mu" sit down, madam and choM 
ho was not able to mount without iJj' ^f^^kest part of the rooroh 
help of chairs and men? Never '^^^ ' ^?°- "t'^l » ^eat youwelfl 
was thereamore joyous heartand'-,f?P"'>«.,«''«'l P'^."^ -*»"»■ 
lighter heels than mine, joined "'" Ip^ve the t«rms to you and 
together; yet both denied their "/"'^^'/^rPL*"'"- '^'"*»'f 
fimctions; the one fiuttering in I V*'''''^ 'or board or not. Only 
secret, ready to bm-st its bar fori P'^**^ *° "^^ "^^ 'or eamert, 
relief-ful eipression, the others P''^^"e"iP"''f* i""^ her hand — 
obUged to an hobbling motion; *°? »"«^'»"Ki''''l^aj'; my poor 
when, unrestrained, they would, JT. '"'es money; but is not an 
in their master's imagination ■"'■°"""'*'' "<"n8n- She was a 
haTe mounted him to the lunar ' ^''^"^ fortune to me: but, aa the 
■ world without tho help of a™^_''»J«te goes away at her 
ladjgj., ' death , I would fain preserve ber 

™, ' ,, for that reason, as well as for the 

thirf, .he ...d, .tdl ki»id-;b„g,i„ with yon, Idl ,„,■ md 

Isaw, Isaw, she was! forasl This ia my constant way: she 
hobbled up, crying out upon my I loves to have her pen' -worths; 
weak ankles, in the hoarae mum- 1 and I would not have her vexed 
bling voice Ihad assumed, I be- or made unoaay on any account. 
held a little piece of her aa shej She said . I was a very con- 
juBt cast an eye (with thedoora-laideratfl gentleman; aod, upon 
juif u they call it) to observe | the condition l had mentioned. 
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ras content to leave the terras 

it, madam, cannot a bodj 
jurt peep into the other apart- 
ment; that 1 may he more par- 
ticular to mj wife in the furniture 



too, (Aailowiijmake my addresses 
to my pveseut dear. 

Very good of you, sir, to re- 
spect age: we all hope to live to 

.__ ^ _ Right, madam. — But you say 

of it? ' I the lady is beautiful. Now yon 

The lady desires to be private. "UBt know , that though I choose 
Stf— but — andwftsffoinKtoask ^° converse with the elderly, yet 
berleave ' ''"'^ '*' ^^^ " beautifiil young 

I caught hold of her ana - Jonwin,_ just as I love to see fine 
Howeve?, stay, stay, madam: It S""?™ '" ^ ga»'l«D. There s no 
mayn-t be proper, if tlie lady casting an eye upon her, is there? 
lovLtobe private. Don't let me ^"-^^'^^ ''.f.^'"**"'^^ ^*"' '"J*"! 
intrude upoS the lady - ^■■™ ■ ^°^ ;*"V^ muffled up abont 

., . . - - T J mv laws, 1 should not care to 

No intrusion, sir, I dare sav: . ' J ' .^^^ ^^^^ j^j 

lielady is good-humoured. Ste ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^ ^^^1, ^^'^^^ 
TOl be BO kmd as to step down ,|i ^ ■' 

to. the parlour I dare say. As j ^n ^^^ j„ ^^^„ ^ 

dieitaysso litlie a while lam jlemau the apartment, sir; 
lUre she will not wish to stand .n l^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ amarried gentlel 
myway. ., , , .- , 'man, and not nuer young, she'll 

Wn ™=^«,„ that s true, if she! ^^haps make the leas scruple. 

'"^ o« vn,. B«v i-hen, like me, she loves elderly 



1 



be good-humoured, as you say 
— Ebb she been with you long, 
niadun? 
She oame but yesterday, sir. 
I believe 1 just now saw the 
^pse of her. She seems to be 
■n elderly lady. 

No, sirt you're mistaken. She's 
■ young lady; and one of the 
bandBomest I ever saw. 

Cot BO, 1 beg her pardon! Not 
but that I should have liked hei 
the better, were she to stay longer, 
if rte had been elderly. 1 have a 
strange tBBte, madam, you'll say: 
but 1 really, for my wife's sake, 
loTe every elderly woman. In- 
deed I ever thought age was to 
be TereTenced , which made me 
(akiag the fortune into the scale 



folks best perhaps. But it may be 
she has suffered oy young onesl 

I fancy she has, sir, orisairaid 
she shall. She desired to be very 
private; and if by description en- 
quired after, to be denied. 

Thou art true woman, Goody 
Moore, thought I. 

Good lack — good lack? — 
What may be her story then, I 



pray: 






I 
1 
I 



is pretty reserved ii 
story : but, to tell you my 
thoughts, I believe love is in the 
case; she is always in tears, and 
does not much care for company. • 

Nay, madum, \\, ■\seccimw, \i*, 
me to dive into \B.iYe^ Muse.'wx^ 
wantnolto pry in\.o o'tVei ^env** 
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affaiTs. But, pray, Low docs she there was such a Ixrrjer iu the 

employ tenelt? — Yet alie came world; and to have been ac- 
but yeaterday; so you can't tell. quHinted with him. 

Writing eoutinuHlly, sir. pome , come , Mrs. Moore , I 

Theso women, Jack, wlienyoa think your name is, it may not 
aak them quesliona by way of in- be .too late — when you and I are 
formatioQ, don't care to bcigno- better acquainted, I may help 
rant of any tiling. y" , perhaps. ^ But mention 

Nay, FicuBeine, madam, 1 am nothing of this to the lady; for, 
very far from being an inquisitive as I said, 1 bate to appear of- 
man. But if hercasebedifficnlt, ficioua. 

and not merely Inve, as she is a,] This prohibition I knew, if 
friend of yours , I would give her Goody Moore answered the spe- 
my advice. Icimeu she had given of hor wo- 

Thenyouarealawyer, sir — manhood, would make her take 

Why, indeed, madam, I was thefiratopportuni^to tell, were 
Bome time at the bar; but 1 have 'it to be necessary to my purpose 
long left practice; yet am much , that abe should, 
consultedbyniyfrieudsindiffioull! I appeared, upon the whole, 80 
points. In a pauper case I fre-;indiffereBt about seeing the room, 
qaently give money; but neverjorthelady, that the good woman 
^ut« any irom the richeat. was the more eager I should se« 

You are a very good gentleman, I both. And thff rather, us I, to 
then, sir. stimulateher, declared, that there 

Ay , madam , we cannot live was more required in my eye to 
always here; and we ought to do merit the characterof a handsome 
what good we can ^^ But I hate woman, than most people thought 
to appear officious. If the ladyjnecessary; and that 1 bad never 
stay any time, and think tit, seen six truly lovely women in mj 
upon better acquaintance, to let life. 

me into her case, it may be a| To be brief she ., 

happy day for her, if I find it a;aftera little while cameoulagaju. 

just oue; for you must know. The lady, sir, is retired to,""" 

that when I was at the bar, licloset. SoyoumaygoinandT 

never was such a sad fellow as < at the room. 

to undertake, for the sake of al Thenhowmyheaitbegani 

paltry fee , to make white black, to play its pug s tricks I 

and black white; for what would I hobbled in, and stuu] 

thathaveheen, but to endeavour! about , and liked it very 



agaiu. 



I establish iniquity by quirks, ] and was aure my wife would. 



while I robbed the Innocent? ibeg^d excuse for sitting dow%, 

Youareaneicelleutgentlemau, and asked. Who was the n: ' ' ' 
sir: I wish [and then ahe siehed] of the place? If he were :. , 
Ihad bad the happiness to know preacher? Who preached al 



leminiatflk 
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elapel? And if he were a good I 

SKacher, and eood liver loo, niA-l 
am — I must inquire after thai: 
fwllove, I mast needs flay, that 
the clergy should practise what 
tli^ preach. 

Very rieht, sir; bnt that is not 
n often the case, as were to be 
inshed. 

Here's tbe pity, madam. But 
I bare a great veneration for the 
dergy in general. It is more a 
atire upon human nature, than 
man the cloth, if we suppose 
Urae who have the liest opportu- 
mtiea to be good , leas perfect 
tbaa otiher people. For my part, 
liati'tlove prdfe.isional any more 
ftiM nQfi;i7iai reflections. — But 
Ikeep the lady in her closet. My 
emit makes me rude. 

Then np from my seat stumped 
I — What do you call these 
irindow- curtains, madam? 
-damask. 



'Umer to be sure, and much 
Stter for lodging in the country; 

aecially for people in years. 
e bed IS in a pretty taste. 
Itiineat and clean, sir; tbat'aj 
^wepretend to. 

Ay, mightr well — very well| 
— a silk camblet, I think — Terrl 
well, truly! — I am sure my wife | 
will like it. But we would not turn ' 
the lady out of her lodgings for the 
Wjfld. The other two apartments 
•ill do for us at the present. 

Then stumping towards the 
doset, over the door of which 
hong a picture— What pietnra i 
Oat— Oh! taee: a. St. Cecilia! 



■k 



Pretty well, pi'etty well ! It is 
after an Italian master. — I would 

,not for the world turn the ladyout 
ofher apartment. Wecaamake 

! shift with the other two, repeated 
I, londerfltill: but yet mumblingly 
hoarse; fori had as great a regard 
to uniformity in accent, as to my 

Belford! to be so near my 
angel, think what a painful con- 
straint 1 was under. 

1 was resolved to fetch her out, 
if [lossible: and pretending to be 
gomg — YoQ can't agree as fo 
any time, Mrs. Moore, when we 
can have this third room, can 
you? — Not that [whispered I, 
loud enough to be heard in the 
next room; not that] I would in- 
commode the lady: but I would 
tell my wife when abouta — and 
women, you know, Mrs. Moore, 
love to Save every thing before 
them of this nature. 

Mrs. Moore, said my charmer, 
[and never did her voice sound 
so harmonious to me; how my 

[heart hounded again 1 It even 

Italked to me, in a manner; for 
IthoughtlfcoiW, as well as felt, 
its unraly flutters; and every vein 

I about me seemed a pulse; Mrf. 
Moore] you may acqnaint the 
gentleman, thatlshall stay here 
o:ily for two or three days at 
most, till I receive an answer to 
a letter I have written into the 
country; and rather than be your 
hinderance, I will take up with. 

jauy aparttoeat a ■^bm (it *,■»«* 
hiehei. , . - 

l^ot for flie ^oi\4\ - ^'^ ^""^ 
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the world, young lady! cried I. — 
My wife, well aa I love her, Bhonld 
lie in a g&rret, rather tban put 
such a considerate lady as you 
Beem to be, to the least ineon- 



She openc(J not the door yet; 
and I said. But eince you have 
«□ much goodneca, madam, if 1 
could but just look into the closet 
&B I stand, I could tell my wife 
whether it is large enoush to hold 
a cabinet she much values, and 
will have with her wherever she 
goes. 

Then my charmer opened the 
door, and blazed upon me, as it 
weroinaflood of light, likowhat 
one might imagine would strike a 
man, who, boru blind, had by some 
propitious power been blessed 
with his aignt, all at once, in a 
meridian sun. 

Upon my soul, I never was eo 
strangely affected before. I bad 
much ado to forbear discovering 
myself that instant: but, hesita- 1 
tinglj. and in great disorder, I; 
said, lookins into the ch 
around it, There is roo 
for my wife's cabinet: and it has 
many jewels in it of high price; 
but, upon my soul [for 1 could not 
forbear swearing, like a puppy: 
— habit is a cursed thing. Jack —] 
nothing eo valuable as the lady 1 
see can be brought into it. 

She started, and looked at me 
with terror. The truth of the 
compliment, as far as 1 know, bad 
taken dissimulation from my ac- 
cent. 

I saw it was impossible to con- 
ceal myself longer &om her, any 



more tban (from the violent im- 
pulses of my passion) to forbear 
manifesting myself. 1 unbuttoned 
therefore my cape, I pulled off my 
flapped slouched hat ; I threw 
open my great coat, and, like the 
Devil ill Aultou [an odd comparison 
though ! I , 

Toncb'il b; tba bam of hec celeBtlnl eji, I 

Now Belford, for a simiUtnde j 
— now for a likeness to illustr^ , 
thesusprisingseene, andtheefiect : 
it had upon mj charmer, and the 
gentlewoman ! — But nothing uku 
like it, or equal to it. The plain 
fact can only describe it, and eet 
it off ^ thus then take it. 

She no sooner saw who it was, 
than she gave three violent 
T, beforelcDutd catch 



do the moment I discovered my- 
self) down she sunk at my feet, tn 
a fit; which made me curse my in- 
discretion for so suddenly, and 
with su much emotion , revealing 

The gentlewoman, seeing so 
sti'ange an alteration in my per- 
son, and features, and voice, and 
dress, cried out. Murder, help! 
Murder, help! by turns, for a 
half a dozen times running. This 
alarmed the house, and up ran 
two servant maids, and my ser- 
vant after them. 1 cried out for 
water and hartshorn, aad every 
one flew a different way, one of 
the maids aa fast down as «fae 
came up; while the gentlewoman 
iran out of one room into another. 



uad hy tarns up and down the 
^ajtmeut we were in, without 
weaning or end, wriuemg her 
foolish bands, and not knoniiig 
what she did. 

Up then came running a gentle- 
man and his sister, fetched and 
brought in by the maid, who had 
ran aowu, aud having let in a 
cursed crahbed old wretch , hob- 



Toice, who was metamorphoeed 
tU at once into a, lively gay yoniig 
feUaw, with a clear accent, and 
ill his teeth, flhe would have it, 
tbtt I was neither more or lesa 
tluia the Devii, and could not 
keep her eye ft-om my foot ; ex- 
pecting, no doubt, every minute 
to see it diseover itself to be 
oloTea. 

For my part, I waa so intent 
upon restoring my angel, that I 
regarded nobodjdse. Andatlaat, 
•» slowly recovering motion, 
*ith bitter sighs aud sobs (only 
Ihe whites ot her eyea however 
appearing for some moments) 1 
tailed upon her in the tendereat 
Ucent, as I kneeled hy her, my 
Um supporting her head; My 
laeell my chrumer! piy Clarissa; 
look upon me, my dearest lifel 
I am not angry with you; I will 
fbnFiveyou, my best beloved! 

The gentleman aud his sister 
kiiew not what tomake of all this; 
and the leas, when my fair 



[had heard of at the Flask; and 
to that of Mrs. Moore, who by 
this time had recovered herself: 
aud then retiring to one comer of 
the room , 1 made my servant pull 
off my gouty stockiugs, brushmy 
bat, and loop it up into the usuiu 
sm^ cock. 

I then stepped to the closet to 
Ur. Rawlins, whom, in the gene- 
ral confuaion, 1 had not much 
minded before. — Sir, said I, you 
have an uncommon scene before 
you. The lady ia my wife, and 
no gentleman's presence is neces- 
sary here but my own. 

I beg pardon, sir; I'/'the lady 
be your wife, I have no buaines* 
here. Bui, sir, by her oonoem 
at seeing you — 

Pray, sir, noneof your i/*s and 
bulu, Ibeseechyou: nor i/»ur con- 
cern about the lady's concern. 
You are a very unqualified judge 
in this cause; aud I beg ot you, 
sir, to oblige me with your ab- 
sence. The women only are pro- 
per to be present on this occasion, 
added 1; aud I think myself 
obliged to them for their cave and 
kindasaistance. 

'Tis well lie made not anotlier 



the finest neck, and arms, and 
foot in the world, should he ei- 
poaed to theeyea of any man living 



I 



■gain groaned, and fainted away. 

I tbrew up the closet-easb for 

MTr aoii then left her to tie care 



I 



I withdrew ontft ■moia ^tonv So& 
closet , fiuAmg W^ \ift^\-KMSk% *«> 
recover, lest t\i.c 6\^t oi ■b* ^"^ 
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soon, should throw lier back 

The first words she said, loak- 
iag ronnd her with great emotiou, 
were, hide me, hidemel is he 
gone! — hide me! — is he 

Sir, BaidMissBawUns, coming 
to me with an air both peremptory 
and assured, this is some surpri- 
sing case. The lady cannot hear 
the sight of you. What you have 
done IS best known to yourself. 
But another such fit will probably 
bo her last It would be out kind 
therefore for yon to retire. 

It behoved me to have so no- 
table a person of my party; and 
the rather as 1 had disobliged her 
impertinent brother. 

The dear creature, saidi, may 
well be concerned to see me. If 

!nu, madam, had a hnsband who 
oved you as 1 love her, you would 
not, I am confident, fly from him, 
and oipose yourself to hazards, 
ae she does whenever she has not 
all her way — and yet with a mind 
not capable of intentional evil — 
but mother-spoiltl — This is her 
fault, and all her fault; and the 
more inexcnsable it is, as I am 
the man of her choice, and have 
reason to think she loves meabove 
idl the men in the world. 

Here, Jack, was a story to sup- 
port to the lady; face to face 
too«l 

• Aod bere, Bolfarr], Icit tbon tbraugli 
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You speak lihe a gentlemsn: 

Kiu lo'il.- like a gentleman, said 
isa RawIinR — but sir, this if 
Htriinee case; the lady seems 
dreaa the sight of you. 
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riy«!","l pa" to a.J'gri^U th'a ™m«- 
Iton., Ih« te»a of ■ woman, I Hi 

sigbl; lo eipo«tul»te with no, lo be naol' 
Bod by|ioy plena, ond by ber own ffitmm 
bnpea. founded npon lbs reconolllMOn 
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No wonder, madam ; taking her 
little on one side nearer to Mrs. 
U oore. I bave three times already 
forgWen the dear creature — but 
Ota jealoim!/ 1 — There is a apice 
of lAol in it — and of plirtn-ii/ too 

! whispered I, that it might have 
.he face of a secret, and of con- 
wqiienee the more engage their 
■iMntion] — but out story is too 
long — 

I then made a motion to go to 
1117 beloved. Bot they desired 
'*■"' I would walk into the uest 
id they wonJd endeavour 
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shonld otliei 
sillier 



made 



WW accustomed to fits, and when 
in thi» way, would talk of any 
llftig that came uppermost; and 
the more she was suffered to nin| 
on, the worse shewas; and if not 
lufit quiet, would fall into ra- 
tisgB; which might possibly hold 
iei a week. 

They promised to keep her 
^eti and I withdrew into the 
Mit room, ordering every one 
dem but Mrs. Moore and Miss 

3 was full of exclamations. 

,npy creature! miserahte!' 
niineal and undonel she called 
liBiMlf: wrung her hands, andj 
h^ged they would asBiat her to 
ncope from the terrible evils Bho! 

lU bne been tbcn over; and Rhn "nuld 
,«dJoy, ^"fte eo"l of'ouforo'nVliv.;.^; 



They preached patience and 
quietness to her; and would have 
had her to lie down: hut she re- 
fused; sinking, however, into an 
easy chair; fur she trembled so, 
she conld not stand. 

By this time , 1 hoped, that she 
was enough recovered to. bear a 
presence that it behoved me to 
make her bear; and fearing sho 
would throw out something in her 
exclamations , that would still 
more disconcert me, I went into 
the room again. 

there he ia! said she, and 
threw her apron over her face — 
I cannot see him ! — 1 cannot look 
upon himi — Begone, begone! 
touch me not! — 

For I took her stmggiing hand, 
beseeching her tobepacified;and 
aasuring her, that T would make 
all up wit h her upon her own terms 
and wishes. 

Base man! said the violent lady, 
I have no wishes, but never to be- 
hold you motel Why must I ha 
thus pursued and haunted? Have 
younotmademcmiserable enough 
already? — Despoiled of all suc- 
cour and help, and of every friend, 
I am contented to be poor, low, 
and miserable, so I may be free 
from your pereecutiona. 
1 Miss Rawlins stared at me [a 
'con6dent slut this Miss Rawlins, 
thooght I]: so did Mrs. Moore. 
1 told you so! whispering, said I, 
turning to the women; shaking 
myheadwithafs-ceo^ %it%.VTOiw- 
, eern and mty -, aai fti^'o- 'w ^1 
1 charmer, iij Ae^ wea-VMe ,'t«« 



kCi^M 



THE HiaTOKT OP 



jou rave! Yoo will not eaaiiy 
recover ftom the effects of thin 
Tioleoce. Have patience , mv 
love. Be pacified; and we will 
coollf talk this matter over; for 
^u expose Tourself, aa well as 
me: these ladies will certainly 
think you have fallen among rob- 
bers, and tliat I am the chief of 

Soyoiiare! EOyouare! stamp- 
ing, her face sull covered [skt 
ihoughl of Wednesday nighl, tin 
doubiy^ and sighing as if her heart 
were breaking, she put her hand 
to her forehead — I shall be quite 
distracted I 



I 



look upon me. 

odious to you. But this is a 
violence I never thought you ca- 
pable of. 

And I would have pressed her 
hand as I held it, with my lips; 
but she drew it from me with in- 
dignation. 

Unhand me, sir, said she. 1 
will not be touched by you. Leave' 
me to my fate. What right, what 
title, have you to persecute me 
thus? 

What riffhl , tehal lille, my dear!,, 

— But this is not a time — I have. ' 
a tetter from Captain Tomlinsun 

— here it is — offering it to her — 
I will receive nothing from your 

hands — tell me not of Captain 
Tomlinson ^ teli me not of any!: 
body — you have no right to iu-j 
vade me thus — Once more leave 
me to my fate — have you not' 
maOe lac mherabh enough? \ 

J toucliod a delicate Btiuig, on, 



purpose to set her in nicb ft pts- 
eion before the women, as might 

confirm the intimatioalhad pven 



happy — nothing wanting but 
a recDDciliation between you and 
your friendsl — That reconcilia* 
tion in such a happy train — slull 
so sliffhl, so acciilenlal an occasion 
he suffered to overturn all our 
happiness. 

She started up with a trembling 
impatience, her apron falling from 
her indignant fai^e — Now, said 
she, thatthSn darest to call the 
occasion slii/hl and aci:idenlal, and 
that 1 am iiappily out of thy vile 
hands, and out of an house I have 
reason to beUeve as vile, traitor 
and wretch that thou art, 1 will 
vcuture to cast an eye upon tbee 
— and that it were in my power, 
in mercy to my sex, to look thee 
firstinto shame andremorse, and 
then into death! 

This violent tragedy -speech, 
and the high manner in which she 
uttered it, had its desired effect. 
1 looked upon the women, and 
upon her in turns , with a pitying 
eye; and they shook their wise 
heads , and besought me to retire, 
and her to lie down to composa 
herself. 

This hurricane, like other hnr- 
ricanes , was presently allayed by 
a shower. She threw herself once 
more into her aimed chair, ant* 
begged pardon of the women f 
her passionate excess; but noi 
me: yet I was in hopes, that w) 
complimenlB -Here aticring I shoj 
havecotneiaio'Ci- -' 
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Indeed, ladiea, said I, [with 
Binraiice enough, thou'lt say] 
hif) violencB is not natural ta my 
leloved's temper — miaapprehen- 

Misapprehension, wretch! — 
bidwatit I excuses from tbeel 

Bywhataacomwaa every love- 
ly feature agitated ! 
"" turning her face from me, 
o patience, thouguile- 
1al betrayer, to looli upon thee. 
Begone! begone! Withafaeeao 
uuunehing, how darest thou ap- 
fia in my presence? 

I thought then, that the cha- 
neter of a husband obliged ue to 
be angry. 

Youroayone day, madam, re- 
peat thia treatment: — by 
soul jou may. You know 1 1 
not deserved it of you — you htow 
Ihiyenot. 

Do I know you have not? 
wetch! do 1 know — 
You do, madam — and ne' 
my figure and ci 



treatment — 

She lifted up lier hands: in- 

fgiiation kept her silent. 

, But all is of a piece with the 

'Okftrge you bring against me of 

iapoilino ym of all nuccimr and 

Wp, of making you p""i- and 

«w,aad with other unprecedented 

iQguage. I will ouly eay, before 

heae two gentlewomen, that since 

1 mult be so, and since your 

ler esteem for me ia turned 

bO riyetted an sTerBioii , I will 

1, very BOOB, make yoM en- 

reir easj. I /fi// be goae\ — I 



wilt leave you to yoo.,- oum fate, i 

iou call it; and may that 1 
appy! — Only, that I may n^ 



shall sendyour apparel, andevery 
thing that belongs to you, and I 
will send it. 

Sendit to this place; audasaure 
me, tbatyou will never molest me 
more; never more come near me; 
and that is all I ask of yon. 

I will do so, madnm, said I, with 
a dejected air. But did I ever 
think I should be so indifferent to 
you? — However,youmustpermit 
me to insist on yonr reading thia 
letter; and on your seeing Capt. 
Tomlinson, .and hearing what he 
baa to say from your uncle. He 
will be here by-and-by. 

Don't trifle with me, said she, 
in an imperious tone — do as you 
offer. I will not receive any letter 
from ^ our hands. If I see Captain 
Tomlinson , it ahall be on his a^tin 
account; not on yimi-K. You tell 
me you will send me my apparel: 
if you would have me believe any 
tbmgyonsay, let this be the teat 
of your sincerity — leave me mm; 
and'send my thmga. 

The women stared. They did 
nothing but stare: and appeared 
to lie more and more at alosB what 
to make of the matter between us. 

1 pretended to be going from 
horinapet; but when I had got 
to the door, I turned buck: and aa 
if 1 had recollected myself, One 
word more, my dearest creature! 

— Charming even la "3 QMi a.n^jaV 

— myfoTi<JL&o\ii\Bai.i\-' 
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half-round , and pulling ont my 
handkeruliifif. 

1 believo, Jack, my eyes did 
c-liaten a. little. I have no doubt 
but they did, The women pitied 
mo. lloneat bduIb! tbey ahewed 
that they hadeaclioftheinii hand- 
kerchief as well as 1. So, hast 
tbou not observed (to give a. 
familiar illustration) every man in 
a company of a dozen, or more, 
obligingly pull out bis watch, 
when some one has asked what's 
o'clock? — As each mau of a like 
number, if one talks of his beard, 
will fall to sfiokiug bis chin with 
his four fingers and thumb. 

One word only, madam, re- 
peated I (as soon as my voice had 
recovered its tone); Ihave repre- 
sented to Captain Tomlinson in the 
most favourable light the cause of 
our present misunderstanding. 
Vou know what your uncle insists 
upon; and with which you have 
acquiesced. The letter in my 
hand [and again 1 offered it toiler] 
will acquaint you with what jou 
have to apprehend from your 
brother's active malice. 

She was going to speak in a 
high accent, putting the letter 
from her with an open palm — 
Nay, hearmeout, madam ^ — the 
Captain, you know, has reported 
OUT marriaye to two different per- 
sons. It is come to your brother's 
My own relations have also 



me 
i Lai 

I Mo 

I ed 



heard of it. Letters were brought 
me trom town this morning, trom 
Lady Betty Lawrence anct Miss 
Montague. Here they are [I pull- 
ed them out of my pocket, and 
offered them to her, with that of 



the Captain: but she held back 

Ilfop 

J lEem]. R 

fiect, nmrni 
the fatal consequences with wEA J 



Ifopeu palm, thatsfaemightl 
" 8 them]. Reflect, mft-j 



dam, 1 beseech you, refiect, u 



iwio 

tteata 



I have been 

doubt and error. I bless God tbi 
I am out of your bands. I wf 
transact for myself what relatesi 
myself I dismiss all your solini' 
tnde for me. Am I not my oiiDl 
mistress! — Have you any title-" 

The women stared Ithe delft 
stare ye, thought 1. Can ye it 
nothing but stare?] It was higK 
time to atop her here, 

I raised my voice to drown hot 
— You used my dearest creatorti 
to have a tender and apprehcDa'n 
heart — you never had so mudl 
reason for such a one as now. '^ 

Letme judge for myself, upon , 
what I shall fee , not upon what I 
shall hi^ar t- do you thiak I shall 

I dreaded her going on — I nit«r 
be heard, madam, raining my voice 
still higher. YoumusMet meread 
one paragraph or two of this letter 
to you , if you will not read it 
yourself — 

Begone from me, man! ^Be- 
gone from me with thy letters! 
What pretence hast thou for tor- 
mentins mo thus — what right — 

Dearest creature, what ques- 
tions you aak 1 questions that you, 
can as well answer yourself — ^J 

I can, 1 v-iU — and llivs I aid^| 
them — ^^H 
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ill loDder raised I my voice. I 
j» waa overbarne. Sweet soul ! 
■twoaldbelmrd, thought I, |aDd| 
i yet I was very angry with her] ifi 
ucli a spirit as thine cannot be 
brought to yield to luub a one as 
auael 
I lawered my voice on her si- 
I luce. All gentle, all I'lilienfiW, my 
I lecent: my head boned', onehaad 
I Iwtd out; the other on my honest 
1 bsart: — For Heaven's sake, myl 
dnreBt creature, resolve to see 
Cipttun. Tomlinson with temper. 
Bewould have come along with] 
na; bat I was willing to try to 
I kAbq your mind first on this fatal 
nisapprehension \ and this for the 
1^ of your own wishes; for what 
ij it otherwise to me whether your 
Kendsareor arenotrecout^ledto 
01? A.Jwnnlanyfavmroflhent? 
-^ Pm yourown tiund's sake there- 
fore, frustrate not Captain Tom- 
Union's uegociatioa. Thatworthy 
gentleman will beherein the after- 1 
nooQ — Lady Betty will be in 
town with my eousiuMoatague, in 
idayortwo. They will be your, 
rititors. 1 beseech you do not, 
tarn' thismiauuderfltumlingaofar, : 
Uthat Lord M. and Lady Betty 
tnd Lady Sarah, may know it. I 
(Haw ousiihrabie Oiismwleiaetotik' 
'•'(hewamenl Lady Betty will notj 
let yoa ie«t till you consent to, 
accompany her to eer own scat — 
aad to that lady you may safely, 
eutntat your cause. , 

Again, upon my pausing a mo- 
ent, ahe was going to break out. 
I Likod not the turn of her coun- 
teii&nce, oar the tone of her I 
TViee — "Andtbinkestthott, basej 



wretch — " were the words 
did alter. I again raised my voice 
and drowned ners — Bane icrttch, 
madam ? — You know that I have 

deaerved the violent names 

you have called me. Words so 
opprohriousi from a mind so gen- 
teel — But this treatment is trom 
you, madam! — from yuv., whom 
I love more than my own soul! — 
by that soul 1 awear that I do - 
I the women looked upon each 
other. They seemed pleased with 
my ardour. Women, whether 
wives, maids, or widows, love 
ardours. Even Miss Howe, thou 
knowest, speaks up for ardours*]. 
Nevertheless, I must say, that you 
carried matters too far for 



1 



the 






She was just going to speak —J 
Ifwearetosepamw/ureysr, in a9 
strong and solemn voice, pra-7f 
ceeded I, this island shall not 
long be troubled with me. Mean- 
time.only be pleased to give these 
letters a perusal, and consider 
what is to be said to your ancle's 
friend, and what he is to say to 
your uncle — any thing will I 
como into (renounce me if yoa 
will) that shall make for yoitr 
peace, and for the reconciliation 
F/wur lieai'l iciw sd lalcly net upon. 
but I humblv conceive, that it ia 
necessary, that you should come 
into better temper with me, were 
it but to give a favourable ap- 
pearance to what haapaased, and 
weight to any fiilurc appUcation 
to youi- friends, \a 'nb.UA-^ts. 
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n TBS BISTORT OF I 

wnv fou ilinll think proper to ; I would give Mra. Moore and bar 
iiiuViiit. labrief historjof anajfair, wbicb^ 

I llicii [)ut tlin lotti<n9 into her as she said, bore the face of aa-. 
Inji, mill r'll.li'iiH into Ihn ni^at velty, mysteiy, andGurpriae: for 
iipitrtlliiiMt will) K low bun, and A.BometimeB it looked to her bb iE 
vnry niili'inii nlr. j wo were married; at other tinuftj 

1 wiiH «')nii Inllnwi'd liy llie two that point appeared donbtfiilfj 
iviiiNi II .Ml ■ M'lHc wiihdreiv to'sadyettheladydidnotabsolnt^ 

i'ii> ' ' r. 1 1 , ■ ,' tiint! to read I deny it; hut, upon the wbol^ 

III. ii *ii I:.' I. ■ iiir the same|thoughtherBeIf highlyinjured. ■" 

I'l , :iiiil Ini .iLj-ii' slip was aenti I said, that ours was a very f 

I'lir hiiiiiii, Iticnlar case: that were 1 to . 

'1'hiiwliiowboiOUgbt herapeedygnaint them with it, some parti 
I'dlui'ii, I JoiiK'd ill tho aame re-lit would hardly appear credibl 
i[iiii*li and Hbo watrody enough 'But, however, as they seemed tdl 
Id jiriiiniiiii In obllsfi us, | be persons of discretion , I wo "' 

f meiiHi'd injielf toMrs. Moore 'give them a brief account of 
I'm' thi> ilinHiiimj I bad appeared in whole; and this in ao plair ' 
■It lli'Kt , mid fur the itory I had sincere a manner, that it a! 
InviMitt^d, I loUl her that I held clear up to their Batiafacti on 
iiiyiiill' iibliueil to iiHli«fy her for thing tnat hud passed, or mij 
the wliol" floor we we're upon; hereafter pass between ■— 
and tot 
•wvaiiti 
nnrlaiii. attention. ] was resolved to go a*^ 

Hliu inadf) iiiHit}' loniplen. and near the truth as possible, leUr 
liosiiod the iitiKliI not bo urgvd on any thing should drop from mf] 
till* nettd. till aho bnit ooufulteU Clarissa to impeach my veraci^j i 
MIm liawlIiiR. and yet keep in view what pasaea | 

I iMUMPiit^l ; buIloldhiT, tliat at the Flask. 
dUe tiMil taken niytwuMl, and 1 It ii necessary, although tiion 
bnped tli^re wai no rooa) for kuowesi my whole story, and* 
diai)Ut«- ' ffowi de«l of my views, that thon 

Jki>t thotiMiMltanhnaretunifsl slioutdst be apprized of the snh- 
wilb an air iil'muifr ctiriiH>il,v;and itaiio^of what! told them, 
having Ihii'u loldnhat had piusetr "1 gare them, in as concise ft 
Iwtwvi'ii Mr*. Mtmrp and ime, ohi* manner as I was able, the histoi? 
nan- biTii'ir i»ir» iif iirtnio imm^■ »\f wirfa«ilies.fortnneB, alliances, 
diati'ly vTliiv\hlhnnn»tnHl,plainlr anti^iathie*: bet brother's an<> 
per>'rivii>^. ihal if I liadWxiUi ntinp partieularlf. I averred the 
nto, I Itail llie olKer. tnith «f ftur private marriage." 

^l^ niilml, if llww «(U tiuM) Tlw- Captain's letter, whicblwiU 
fotil, ««d if it wwe not quit*' tna- mwIox, will «n»tbee my reason* 
jMrtlMni in hvrtoilMinU, tkal ftetkat. And bosidea, Hie women 

lit 



II upper room for inv TheysatdownbTme,andthre«l 
«nd llial for a month every feature of their faces iDto!) 
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light have proposed ii parson to 1 
line by way of compromise, "I 
jhddtbem the couditiom inywife 
1^ made roe swear to; and to 
ivbich she held tae, in order, I 
to induce me the sootier to 
led to her relations." 
id, that this restraint 
sometimes ready to fly 
.ad Mrs. Moore was so 
to declare, that she did 
wondeiat it. 
Tbou art a very good sort of a 
Wmim, Mrs. Moore, thought I. 

As Mies Howe has actually 
detected our mother; and might 
putiblf find some way still to ac- 
{aunt her Mend with her dia- 
nveries; I thought it proper to 
lir^OBBesB tbem in favour of Mrs. 
Sbdair and her two nieces. 

I said, "they were gentlewo- 
nBa born; that they had not bad 
Hwta; that indeed Mrs. Love- 
l»Mdid not love them ; they hav- 
i»B oace jointly takea the liberty 
lolilMne her for her over-niceuess 
*ithregardtome. People, 1 said, 
Irenjoorf people who knew them- 
fdveB to be guilty of a fault they 
ud no inclination to mend , were 
loo often least patient, when told 
cfit; as they uould leas hear than 
nliflra, to be thought iadifi'erently 
of." 
Too often the case, they owned . 
"Mrs. Sinclair's house was a 
Tflry handsome house, and fit to 
leeeiva the first nnality [tr- - 
enough, Jack!]. Mrs. Sincli 
was a woman very easy in ber c 
cumstanceB: a widow-geutlew 
nan — aajy/"i, Sirs. Moore, ai-. 
Let lodgings— asj/ou, Ur». Moore 



do. Ounc had bettor prospects — 
as JO (I, Mrs. Moore, may have had: 
the relict of Colonel Sinclair; you, 
Mrs. Moore , might know Cofonel 
Sinclair — he had lodgings at 
Hampatcad." 

She had heard of the name. 

"0, he was related to the best 
families in Scotland: and his 

idow is not to be reflected upon, 
because she lets lodgings, you 
know, Mrs. Moore — you know, 
you know, Miss Rawlins." 

Very true, and very true; and 
they must needs sa^, it did not 
look quite so pretty m such a lady 



A foundation here, thought I, 

to procure these women's h3p to 

getjback the fugitive, or their 

livance at least at my doing 

. S3 well as for anticipating 
any future information trom Miss 

I gave them the character of 
thatvirago: and intimated^ "that 
for a head to contrive mischief, 
andaheart to execute it, she had 
hardly her eqnal in her sex." 

To Xhu Misa Howe it was , Mrs. 
Moore said, she supposed, that 
the lady was so desirous to dis- 
patch a man and horse, by day- 
dawn, with a letter Isbe wrote be- 
fore she went to bed last night: 
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Theveryaarae, saidl. I tnem 
she would have immediate 
course to her.; I should have been 
but too happj , coTi\4 \.\\a,Nft ^xe^ 
vented! such a \eUeT (toTa^aaMa"- 
or 30 to have managei , »» ^^' 
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it given into Mrs. Howe'a hands, 
instead of her daughter's. Women 
who have lived some time in. the 
world knew heller, than to encou- 
rage such skittish pranks iujoung 

Let me just stop to tell thee, 
while it ia in my head , that I have 
aince given Will his cue to find out 
where the man lives who is gone 
nitb the fair fugitive's letter; aad, 
if poasihle , to see him on his re- 
turn, heforehe sees her. 

I told the women, "I despaired 
that it would ever be better with 
us while Miss Howe had so strange 
an ascendency over my wife, and 
remained herself unmarriedi and 
until the reconciliation with her 
friends could be effected; or a 
gtltl happier events as 1 should 
think it, who am the last male 
of my family; and which my 
foolish vow and her rigour, had 
hitherto " — 

Here I stopt, and looked modest, 
turning my diamond ring round 
my finger: while Goody Moore 
looked mighty significant, calling 
it avery particular case: and the 
maiden fanned away, and primm'd 
and purfl'd, to shew, that what 
I said needed no further expla- 
nation. 

"I told them the occasion'of oui 
present difference; I avowed the 
reality of the fire; but owned, that 
I would have made no ecniple of; 
breaking the unnatural oath she' 
had bound me in (having a hus- ' 
band's right on my side) wheu she 
was so accidentally frighted into 
oirMJwa: and I oJaraed myself,; 
•Ijr, that 1 did not; since 
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she thought fit to carry 

sentment bo high, and 

injustice to suppoae the fire to) 
" contrivance of toiae." 

Nay, for that matter, Mrs. Modi 
lid — as we were morried, an 
mndam was so odd — Every get 
tleman ii'imld not — and t£er 
stopt Mrs. Moore. 

"To suppose I should havere 

'se to such a.ptitir contrivanu 

aaid 1 , when I saw the dear ctei 

ture eoery hmr — " Was not this; 

bold put. Jack? 

A most extraordinary cw 
truly 1 cried the m^den; fanninf 
yet coming in with her iBeii-baU 
and her sifting prai/ sirs I and b< 
restraining eniiugli. sirs) — flyio 
frim- the question to the qnestioi 
her seat now and then uneasy, fi 
fear my irant of delicacy stoul 
hurt her abuodact mndesly; W 
yet it was difficult to satisfy hi 
swper-abundant airii-sili/. 

"My beloved's jealousy [an 
jealousy of itself, to female mind 
accounts for a thousand i 



lat might happen." 

In short "I owned against 
self most of the offences w} 
did not doubt but she 
charge me with in their ' 
and as every cause ba* 
and a white side, 1 gav 
; parts of out atar- *' 
tutu. A.Tii'w'ae'Q^: 



CLARISSA HAKLOWB. 



1 ^em witli some of the 

j^of that letter of C^iitaia 

^i which 1 had left with 

I concluded with can- 



Ufindof CaptamSii^ . 
p'Df aay Bailor-looking 

1 wilt BCO from the 
F WHS necessary to be 
» therefore thou mayest 
j^^nd a charming letter 
^ e wilt thou find it to 
a givest the least atten- 
Ik> ito coatentB. 

-UB iia, Wedn. Juoe T. 

AimovoB I am obliged to be in 
' to-morrow, or neit day at 
., yet 1 would not dispeose 
writing to you by ■me tif my 
Ms, (whom I send up before 
pona particular occasion) in 
f to advertise you, thai it U 
yiiv will hear from Home uf 
iwn relaliana nn yiar [sup' 
'] nuptlah. One of the per- 



i^teii with Sir. Spurrier, Lady 
My Lawrence's steward; and 
^t oeing under any restriction) 
>Mnt)onedit;"Mr.SpUTrier, aud 
atoLady Betty, asathingcer- 
Int! and this (though I have not 
Khooour til be pem-mally kiinicn 
I In- ladgi'lap') brought on an in- 

GOk. |] IhPll 
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quiry from her ladyship to me bj 
her gentleman; who coming to 
me in company with Mr.Lilbume, 
I bad no way but to confirm the 
report. And I understand, that 
l.,ndy Betty tabes it amissj that 
she was not acquainted with ao 
desirable a piece of news from 
yourself. 

Her ladyship, it seems, has buai- 
neta that calls her to liiirn[KaA jotl 
will possibly choose to put her 
right, tf you do, it will, I pre- 
sume, be in C'lnfidi-ncc: that no- 
thing may transpire from your 
nu.'n family to contradict what I 
hare given out]. 

[I have ever been of opinion, 
tlial truth ought tii be gtn'cllij aiUiered 
III on all nccaaiiinn: aud am con- 
cerned that I h^ve (though with 
flo good a view) departed from my 
old maxim. But my dear friend 
Mr. John Harlowe would have it 
so. Yet 1 never knew a departure 
of this bind a simile departure. 
But, to make the best or it now, 
allow me, sir, once more to beg 
the lady, as soon as poasiblc, to 
authenticate the report given out] 
— When both you and the lady 
join in the acknowledgment of 
your marriage, it will be imper- 
tinent in any one to be inquisitive 

to the dm/ orii-'eek: [and, if as 
privately celebrated as you inteud 
(while the gentlewomen with 
whom you lodge are properly in- 
structed, asyou say they are, and 
who actually believe you wore 
married long ago) who shall be 
alile to give a contradictic 
report?) 

And yet it is very 5iti\isiA», 
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that roinate inc[iurie3 
lUHde; and this is what 
pieoantioQ neceBefLrr. 
JamCB Harlowe will not believe 
that jouftre married; and is sure, 
he Bays, that you both lived to- 
gether when Mr. Hickman's ap- 
Elication was made to Mr. John 
larlowe: and if you lived lo 
eether anii time unmarried, hi 
infers from ynur character, Mr 
Lovelace, that it Ib not probable, 
that you would ever marrj. And 
he leaves it to his two uncles to 
decide, if you even s/kihM 6c mac- 
ried, whether there be not room to 
believe', that his sister was firiil 
iliskonnured ; and if so, to judee 
of the title she will have to their 
fafour, or to the forgiveness of 
an^ of her family. I believe, sir, 
this part of mv letter had best be 
kept from the lady. 

Young Mr. Harlowe 
to find this mil, and Ifi come al his 
nisler'a speech liieimse; and for 
that purpose sets out In-mniTiw, 
as X am well informed , with, a larfft 
allendance armed, and Mr. Salm'ei 
is I" le nf the part}/. And what 
makes him the more earnest tc 
d it out, is this: Mr. JohnHar- 



his will, Mr. Antony Harlo'„„ ,„ 
resolved to do the same by hia; 
for, it seems, he has now given 
over all thoughts of changing his 
condition, having lalelu been dis- 
oppuinted in a view Itaiiait of that 
mirl teith Mrs. Home. These two 
brothers generally act in onceii; 
and Mr. James Harlowe dreads, 
(and let me tell yon, that he bos | 



reason for it, on my Mr. HarlOf 
apconnt) that hia younef 
will be, at last, more d 
than he wishes for, bytheal 
tion intended. He has tAi 
been endeavouring to sound^i 
nncle Harlowe on this sutM 
and wanted to know whether^ 
new application had beenmadr 
him on his sister's part. Mr.S 
lowe avoided a direct anawer,fl 
eipressod his wishes for a g^W 
recouciliatton , and his hopesl 
his niece was married, r 
offended the furious young fl 
and he reminded his uncle <A 
gngements they bad all enM 
mto at his sister's going F" 
n"t In be Teronciled but Sy gi 

Mr. John Harlowe complail 
me often, of the uncontrolll] 
iiCBB of his nephew; and says 
now, that the yonngmanni 
any body of whose superior H 
he stands in awe, be observe^ 
decency in his behaviour tafl 
of them. And this makes raj^ 
Harlowe still more desirous q 
ever of bringing his youngern 
into favour again. I willnoq 
all I might at this young n 



I took the liberty but '''-.^^_ 
these two hours, to propose toW^ 
on foot (and offered my covef Ifl^^ 
1 torreapondenee between WJ 
'Henii, and hia daughter-niece, a^ 
le still sometimes fondly call* 
her. She was miEtress of bo much 
prudence, I said, that I was sure 



CLARISSA HARLOWE. 



she could better direct every thing 
to itB deairable end, than auy 
body «ise could. Rut he said, he 
did not think himself entirely at 
liberty to take each b. step ai pre- 
tenl; and that it iraa beat that he 
should have it in his power to say, 
occasionally, that he had not any 
coireapondence n'ilh her , or letter 
from her. 

'•Yon will see, sir, from all this, 
the necessity of keeping nnr 
treaty an iibsolvle secret; and if 
tfce lady haa mentioned it to her 
aorthy frieiut Misa Howe, 1 hope it 
h in confidence. " 

[And now, sir. a few lines in 
lOiwer to yonrs of Monday last.] 

(Mr. Earlowe was very well 
pleased with yonr readiness to 
come into his proposal. But as 
to what you b-ih desire, that he 
*riU be present at the ceremony, 
heaiud, that his nephew watched 
«ll his Btepsso narrowly, that he 
thoaght it impracticable (if he 
"«Tere inclinable) to oblige you: 
Imt that he consented with all his 
lieut, that I should be the person 
whom he had stipulated should be 
pri»ately present at the ceremony 
fm his part] 

[However, I think, I have an 
*xpeilieni tor this, if yonr lady 
tontmues to be very desirous of 
her uncle's presence (except he 
■honld be more determined than 
bis answer to me seemed to im- 
port); of which 1 shall acquaint 
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are actuallv- one; and I hope I 
may carry him down word , when 
I leave you next, that I saw the 
ceremony performed.] 

ilf any obstacle arises from the 
y, (from yuu itcannot) I shall . 
be tempted /" Odnk ii liule hardlt J 

Mr. Uarlowe hopes, sir, that 4 
yon will rather take pains to J 
ui'oid, than to meet, this violent 
young man. He has the better 
opinion of you, let me tell you, 
sir, from the account I gave him 
of your moderation and polite- J 
ness; neither of which are qnali- \ 
ties with his nephew, p • ' — ■ 
'ill iifiis smiielMiig Ui am 

You cannot imagine howdearly ' 

my friend still loves this excellent 

niece of his — I will give you an 

instance of it, which affected me 

good deal — "If once more, 

.id he, (the last time but one wB 

ere together) 1 can but see this 

sweet child gracing the upper end 



Mm, 



it 
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But, indeed, I think 
MTeniUmetolMe. Mr, Har- 
linyjafteflt io hear, fliat you 



^he rest of my familypreaentbttfcM 
LE her guests; for so 1 former^.H 
iTould have it, and had her mo- ^ 
Aer'x mraent fur H — " There he " 
iiopt; for he was forced to turn 
his reverend face from me. Tears 
ran down his cheeks. Fain would 
he have hid them: but he could 
not. " Yet — yet, said he, — bow 
— how ^" Poor gentleman, he 
perfectly sobbed , " how shall I be 
able to bear the first meeting! " 
1 WftRB G"04\ wwrwi VoT WvinrVefl. 

.1 shewed to m^ -"Ot^M ^'^'^ ■.'«*' 
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Jack, and t.beir depondeoce on 
my known good hDDiiour,!a[C th^ 
inducements. 



CD, tbat at length all 
our nishea are answered in your 
happj marriBge. £ut I think, we 
might as weH have heard of it 
directly from you, aa from the 
round-about way by which we 
have heen made acquainted with 



he had no retisou to be ashamed 
of his humanity before me. 

I will put an end to this long 
epistle. Be pleaeed to make my 
compUmenta acceptable to the 
moat excellent of women; as well 
as believe me Co be, 

Your faithful friend, and 
humble servant, 

ASTONT ToULKiaos. 

Daring the conversation be- 
tween me and the women, Ihad it. Metbinka, sir, the pon-er and 
planted myself at the further end the will we have to oblige you, 
of the apartment we were in, 'should not expose ns the moreto 
over-againat the door, which was' your slights and negligeuce. My 
open; and opposite to the lady's brother had sot his lieart upon 
cnamber-doop, which was shut. I giving to you the wife we have all 
apoke so low that it was impoa-j so long wished you to have. But 
sibleforher, at that distance, toiif you were actually married at 
hear what wt said; and in this I the time you made him tbatre- 
aituation I could see if her door'queat {supposing, perhaps, llial las 
opened. IffO'il •cimld not let him atleiul i/ou) 

1 told the women, tbat what Tlit isbntlike^ou*. — If your lady 
had mentioned to my spouse of, bad Ae/* reasons to wish it to M 
Lady Betty's coming to town . private while the differences be- 
with her niece Montajjue, and of tween her family andself continue, 
their intention to visit my be- !you might nevertheless have com- 
loved, whom they had never seen, municated it to us with that re- 
nor she them , was real ; and that stciction ; and we should have for- 
1 expected newa of their arrival borne the pablicmanifestattous of 
every hour. I then shewed them! our joy, upon an event we have so 
copies of the other two letters, I topgdeaired. 
which I bad left with A«-; the one The distant way we have come 
ftom Lady Betty, the other from I to know it is by ray steward; who 
my cousin Montague. — And here I is acijuainted with a friend of 
thou mayest read them if thou Captam Tomlinson, to whom tbat 
wilt. Igentlemanrevealedit: and ha, it 

Eternally reproaching, eternal- 1 aeema , had it from yourself and 
ly upbraiding me, aremy imper-ilady, with such ciroumstanceB " 
tinent relatione. But they are ' leave it not to be doubted. 
fond of oceasions to find fauU'. . iga,aMTs.».oMt.Ki4-».\. 
L with me. Their love, their love, tDom«.iMii*.*i« «■?>&«"*> i" 
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I am, indeed, very much dis- 
obUsed. -with jou: ao is Lnd; 
Sarah. Bat I shall have n verj 
speedy opportunity to tell you ao 
inperaou- being obliged to goto 
town on ray old chaucery- affair. 
Hy cousin Leesou, nho is, it 
•eems, removed to Albemarle- 
street, has notice of it. I shall be 
at Aer house, wbere 1 bespeak your 
attendance on Sunday night. I 
faftTenntten to my niece Charlotte 
for either her, or her sister, to 
iDeet me at Reading, and ac< 
company Qie to tonn. lahalistay 
bats few days; my business being 
jnatter of form only. On iny return 
! gball call upon Lord M. at M. 
Hall, to see in what vray his last 
fit ba!s left him. 

Meantime, having told you my 
Bund on your negligence,! cannot 
hdp congratulating you both on 
tiie occasion — your fuie lady 
particularly, upon her entrance 
into a family which ia prepared to 
admire and love her. 

Hy principal intention of wri- 
ting to you (dispeusiug nith the 
necessary punctilio) in, that you 
may acquaint my dear new niece, 
that 1 irill not be denied the 



■taiid, that your proposed house 
ftnd equipages cannot be soou. 
ready. She shall be with me till. 
they are. I insiat upon it. This 
shall make all up. My Louse sba^li 
be her own. My 



for a week, in honour of a niece 
so dearlv beloved, as 1 am suie^ 
she will be of us all. 

Being but in lodgings in town, 
neither you nor your lady can re- 
quire much preparation. 

Some time ou Monday I hope 
to iittend the dear young lady, to 
make her my compliments; and 
to receive her apology for ijour 
neghgence: which, and her going 
down with me, as I said before, 
shall be full satisfaction. Mean- 
time, Ood blcss'iei'for her courage 
[tell her I say so] ; and bless you 
hilh in each other; and that will 
be happiness to ua all — parti- 
cularly, to 

Your truly affectionate aunt, 
Eui. Lawhqncb. 



I 



ritli her company 



At last, as we understand, there 

some hope of you. Now does 

y good lord run over his bead- 

roll of proverbs; of hlack oxen, 

wild oals, long laiieii, and so forth. 

Now, cousin, say I, is your time 

come; and you will be no longer, 

1 hope, an in£del either to the 

Eower or eicellence of the sex you 
ave pretended hitherto ao much 
to undervalue; nor a. ridiculer or 
scoffer at an institution which all 
sober people reverence, and all 
rakes, sooner or later, are brought 
to reverence , or to wish they had. 
I want to see how you become 
your silken fetters: whether the 
' charming yoke aits light on your . 
lahouldtrB. K "Hvth, sutk aw«ft^ 
yoko-fellow \\, Aoca TO)\., to.-^ V«i, 
and my Bialet , aa w e\\ ^.a'V i "iiisie- 
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that you will deserve a cloacr tie 
about jonr neck. 

Hia loidabip is very much dia- 

E leased, that you have not written 
ira word of the day, the hour, the 
manner, and every thing. ButI 
ask him how he can alreadij ex- 
pect any mark of deference or 
poUteness from you? He must 
stay, I tell him, till that sign of 
reformation, among others, ap- 
pear from the influence and ex- 
ample of your lady; but that, if 
ever you will be good for any 
thing it will he qmcEljeeen. And, 
O cousin, what a vast, vastjoumcy 
have you. to take from the dreary 
land of Ubci-tinism, through the 
bright province of reformation, 
into the serene kingdom of hap pi- 
nesB? — You have need to loae no 
time. You have many a weary 
step to tread , before you can over- 
take thoae travellers, who set out 
for it from a lesa remote quarter. 
But you have a charming pole- 
starto guide you; that's your ad- 
vantage. I wish you joy of it: 
and as I have never yet expected 
any highly coraplaisaiit thing 
from you, / make no scruple to 
benin first: but it is purely, I must 
fell TOU, in reanect to mv new 



family _, - o 

tulate and rejoice in. 

I have a letter from Lady Betty. 
She commands either my at- 
sistcr's at Kead- 



"g, ■ 



sed wil 



Shep 



Lord M. in hopes, that she 

cert&inly bime down with her o\u 

^hvely new iela.tXQD.\ for she sayi 



she will not be denied. His lord- 
ship is the willinger to let me be 
the person, as I am in a manner 
wild to see her; my slater having 
two years ago had that honour at 
Sir Robert Biddulph'a. So get 
ready to accompany us in our re- 
turn; except your lady has ob- 
jections strong enough to aatiafy 
us all. Lady Sarah longs to see 
her; and says, this aecession to 
the family will supply to it the 
loss of her beloved daughter. 

I shall soon, I hope, pay my 
compliments to the dear lady in 

Eersou: ao I have nothing to add, 
ut that I am 

Your old mad playfellow and 

CnABLOTTE Montague, 

The women having read the 
copies of these two letters, I 
thought thatl might then threaten 
and swagger — "But very little 
heart have I, said I, to encourage 
such a visit from Lady Betty and 
Miss Montague to my wife. For 
after all , I am tired out with her 
strange ways. She is not what 
she was , and (as I told her in 
your hearing, ladies) I will leave 
this plaguy island, though the 
place of my birth, and though the 
stake I have in it ia very con- 
siderable; and go and reaide in 
France or Italy, and never think 
of myself as a married man , n'lr 
line like line." 

dear t said one. 

That would be a sad thingl 
said the other. 

; Nay, mB.4a.av ^JnTom^ w ^ 
'j Moote\— \tiil«e4, m&iaio.^^' 



^ 



CLARIGSA nAHLOVE. 



71" 



Eawliiis] — I am quite deaperate, 
I can no longer bear such iiEage. 
J h&ve had the good fortune U) De 
bTDnred by the Bmiles of very 
fioet&dies, thoughleayit [and! 
looked modest] both abroad and 
lit home — [Thou knowm this („ he 
' le, JocJt]. With regard to my 
■■•feliere, I had but one hope left 
[for OS to the reconciliation vrith 
her friends, I scorn them all too 
nmch to value that, but for her 
wke); and that was, that if it 
pleased God to bless ub with chil- 
flreii, she might entirely recover 
Jiertuual serenity; and we might 
then be happy. Bat the recon- 
ciEation her heart was bo much 
Setnpon, ianow, as 1 hinted be- 
fore, entirely hopeless — made so, 

IW uiis rash step of hers^ and by 
^e rasher temper she ie ml since 
{as yoif will beUeve) her brother 
and sister, when they come to 
know it, will make afine handle 
of it against us both ; — aSecting 
as they do at present to disbelieve 
OOF marriage — and the dear 
jsreature herself too ready to 
eonntenance such a disbelief — as 
notiling mnre Ihan llie ceremony ~ 
M nolMng more — liemi — as no- 
lUna nuire Oian Ihe cereiiumy — 

Here, as thou wilt perceive , J 
WHS bashM; for Miss Rawlins, 
'by her preparatory primness, put 
meinmind, that it was propei ' 

turned half round ; then facing 



what to believe till noic, that 1 
have told xoti our gtory: and Zdo 
^jou, thacl sbull aot give\ 



myself the same trouble to cc 
vioce people I hate; people from 
whom I neither eipect nor desire 
any favour; and who ate deter- 
mined nril to be convinced. And 
what, pray, must be the issue, 
when her uncle's friend comes, 
although he seems to be a lm!y I 
•mirlhy raon? Is it not natural for 
him to say, "to what purpose, 
Mr. Lovelace, should I endeavour 



friends, by means of her elder 
unele, when a good understand- 
ine ia watiting between your- 
Belvos?" — A fair inference , Mrs. 
Moore 1 — A fair inference, Miaa 
Rawlins I — and here is the unhnp- 
piness — till she ia reconciled to 
them, this cursed oath, in her no- 
tion, is binding. 

The womenaeemedraoved; for 
I spoke with great eameatness, 
though low — - and besides, they 
love to have their aex, and its 
favours appear of importance to 
us. They shook their deep heads 
at each other, and looked sorrow- 
ful: and this moved my tender 
heart too. 

'Tis an unheard-of case, ladlea 

— had she not preferred me to all 
mankind — there I stopped — 
and that, resumed I, feeling for 
my handkerchief, is what stagger- 
ed Captain Tomlinson when he 
heard ofher flight; who, the last 
time he saw na together, saw the 
most affectionate couple oneorthl 

— The most affectionate couple 
onearth!— inHveactteiA^CTR "" 
repeated 1. 

Out then lpiA\e6.m'jV«&C 
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— It makes me weaker than a 
woman, did I iigt lore lier, as 
uever mttn loved kin a-ife [1 have 
no doubt but I do. Jack]. 

There again I stopt; and re- 
suming — Cbartning creature, ax 
Sa aee she is , I wish I had never 
held her face! — Excnae me, 
ladies ; tiaverBing the room , and 
having nibbed my eyes till I aup- 
posed them red, I turned to the 
women; and, pulling out mj 






Jetter-caso, I will shew , 
letter — here it is — read 
Bawtins, if you pleaae — 
confirm to you, how much all my 
family are prepared to admire 
her. I am freely treated in it : — 
BO I am in the two othera: hut 
after what I have told you, nO' 
thing need be a aecret to you two. 

She took it, with an air of eagei 
onriositj;, and looked at the seal, 
oBteutatiously cDToneted^ and at 
the superscription, readmg out, 
Ta R'<lert Lovelace, Es./. -— Ay, 
jnadam, that's my name, [giving 
myself an air, though I had told it 
to them before] I am not aahamed 
of it. My wife's maiden name — 

unmaTiied name, I should ratlier , 

sav — fool that I ami — and I I tuisk you might have found 
ruLbed my cheek for venation time to let ua know of your nop- 
[fool enon^ in conscience, Jack!} tials being actually solemnieed. 
was Harlowe — Clarissa Uarlo we I might have expected this piece 
— you heard me call her my Cla- of civility from )on. But perliaps 
iwa — the ceremony was performed at 

I did — hut thought it to he a the very time that you asked me 
feigned or love-name , Eaid Miss ' to be your lady's mther — but I 
Rawlins. i shall he angry if I proceed in my 

I wonder whaXia MissRawliTia'ii'.gaeasea — aoS. liule »uid it tnun 
Jove-name, Jack. Most of tiie'iainendcid. 



eiu their eatly I 
womanhood chosen love-names. 
No pm'son ever gave more r«i( 
names, than I have given fictitious 
And to very good purpose: 
many a sweet dear has answered 
■■" aletterfor the sake of owning 
name which her godmother 
never gave her, 
Ko — It was her real name, 1 

I bid her read out the whole 1 

letter. If the spelling be , not I 

exact, MissBawlus, said I, yon I 

willexcuseit; the writer is a lord. 1 

But, perhaps, Imay not shew it ] 

to Mrs, Lovelace; for if those I I 

have left with her have no efieot 

uponher, neither will this; andl 

shall not care to expose my Lord 

M. to her scorn. Indeed 1 begin 

to he quite careless of cause' 

quences. • 

Miss Rawlins, who could not 
hut be pleased with this mark of 
my conHdenoe, looked as if she 

And here thou mayest read the 
Letter, No. III. 
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fiat I can tell you, that Lady 
SettyLanreDcB, whatever Lady 
3aiaii does, will not bo soon for- 
^reyon, as I have done. Women 
rc^eni tl^&ls longer than men. Yon 
'that know so much of the sez (I 
^Mk it not however to your 

g'aise) might have known thai. 
at never was you before ac- 
quainted with a lady of such au 
amiable character. I hope there 
win be but one bouI between you. 
Ibavo before now said, thatlwiii 
disioberit you, and settle all I can 
apaa her , if you prove not a good 
hosband to her. 

May this marriage be crowned 
with a great many fine boya [I 
desire no girls) to build up again 
a family so ancient! The first 
boy shall take my surname by 
aet of Parliament. That is in my 
will. 



e you IlIk^v) letiere you are. 
f long to pay their 
a to your fair bride. 



They long to pay their compli 



iwa when they ^et to town ; bo- 
cBOse Greme informs me, you 
haveaent no orders there for your 
lady's accommodation. 

Pritebard has all things in 
readiness for Eigning. I will take 
ao advantage of your slights. In- 
deed I am too much used to them 
— more praise to my patience, 
than to your coiuplaiaance, how- 
One reason for Lady Betty's 
S[uiigupj aslmay tell you iiii^ej', 
erese, is, lo bay Bora(i suitable ', 
for Lady Sarab and all 



i to make on this agreeable . 



We would have bluzed it away, I 
could we have had timely notice, I 
and thought it would have been I 
agreeable to all round. The like J 
iiccnsion don't Impperi every ilaij. 

My most affectionate compli- 
ments aud congratulations to my 1 
new niece, conclude me, for the ■ 
present, in violent pain, that with 1 
all your heroicalneaa would make j 
you mad, J 

Your truly affectionate uncle, 1 



This letter clenched the nail. ' 
Not but that, MixsRawlins said, 
she saw I bad been a wild gentle- 
man; and, truly, Ehe thought so, 
the moment Ebo Deheld me. 

They began to intercede for my 
spouse (ao nicely had I turned 
the tables) ; and that I would not 
go abroad , and disappoint a 
conciliation so much wished for 
ou one side, and such desirable 
prospects on the other in my own 
family. 

Who knowa , thought I to my- 
self, but mora may come of this 
plot, than 1 had even promised 
myself? What a happy man ' " 
I be, if these women cai 
brought to join to carry my 
riage into consummation! 

Ladies, you are exceeding good 
to us both. 1 should have some 
hopes if my unhappily 
could be brought to diap cub e with 
the unnatural oath she has laid 
me under. \. oa afce w\ia.\.m-3 
is. Do you thmWma-j &oVmwat 
upon her abaoXvlng Biti iwsa "iia. 
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abominftble oath? Will you be 
BO good, as to give your advice, 
that one apartmeut may aerve for 
A man ana his wife, at the hour of 
retirement? — Modestly put, Bel- 
ford! — And let me here observe, 
that few rakea would find a lan- 
guMc so decent aa to engage 
modest women to talk with bim 
in, upon such subjects. 

They both simpered, andlook- 
ed upon one another. 

These subjects always make 
women simper, at least. No need 
but of tlie mast delicate hints to 
tliem. A man who is gross in a 
woman's company, ought to be 
knocked down with a club: for, 
like BO many musical instruments, 
touch but a single wire, and 
the dear souls are sensible all 

To be sure. Miss Eawliua 
learnedly said, playing with her| 
fun, a casuist wonid give it, that 
the matrimonial vow ought to 
supersede any other obligation. 

Mrs.Moore, for her part, was 
of opinion, that, if the lady owned 
herself to be a wife, she oughtto 
behave like one. 

Whatever be my luck, thought 
I, with this all-eneil fair one, any 
other woman in the world, from 
fifteen to five- and- twenty, would 
be mine upon my own terms be- 
fore the morning. 

And now, that 1 may be at hand 
to take all advantagca , 1 will en- 
deavour, said I to myself, to make 
sure of good quarters. ' 

I am your lodger, Mrs. Moore, 
in virtue of the earnest I have 
^ven you for these apartments. 



and for any one you can spare 
above for my servants. Indeed for 
all you have to spare — for who 
knows what my wife's brother 
may attempt? I will pav you yoar 
own demand; and tQat for a 
month or two certain (board in- 
cluded) aa I shall or shall not be 
your hindrance. Take Ihai aa & 
pledge; or in part of payment — 
ofieriug her a thirty pound bank 

She declined taking it; desiring 
she might consult the lady first; 
adding, that she doubted not my 
honour; and that she would not 
let her apartments to any other 
person, whom she knew not some- 
thing of, while I and the lady were 

tIih lady I The larlg! from both 
the women's mouths continually 
'(which still implied a doubt in 
,their hearts); and not Mrs. Lore- 
lace, and 1/our lady. sir. 

I never met with such women, 
thought I: — so thoroughly con- 
vinced but this moment, yet al- 
ready doubting— I am afraid I 
have a conple of sceptics to deal 
with. 

I knew no reason, I said, fnrnjy 
wife to object to ray lodging in the 
same house with her here, any 
more than in town, at Mrs. Sin- 
clair's. But were she to moke 
such objection, I would not quit 

fiosaeasion, since it was not un- 
ikdy that the same freakish dis- 
order which brought her to 



solutely out of my knowledge. 
They both seemed emY 
rassed; and looked upon 
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oUier; yetwiUt such aanir, tia if bJiIq most it\jure<l: and tlint u 
they thought tLere was reason in mnnaged it, wae to miiio. A dou 
wbatlaaia. And I declared mj-,Biil)' soul, thought), utthi^tims, 
eelf her boarder,aswelt as lodger; to depend upon 1 he gaoduBx* ol 
and dinner-time approaching, waa, her own heart, when tlitt licarl, 
' ' ' d to be the former. i cannot be iieuu into but by ita 

actions; nndshe, to RpptiarariiiM, 
a runaway, un olo]i<ir, from a 
LETTER IS. I tender, A moiit iudulgoiit hu«- 

cUco 10 Jibn Belford Etn ihandl — To ncglcct tO ClllUvittU 

' * I the opinion of ludividiiulii, whnu 
!HTltwas now high time the »hol« world !b guvemud bf 
tatuni'mj whole mind to my be- 1 appearance! 

bred; who had had full leisure to j Yetwhatcanbo eupceUii o( HH 
w^rii llie contents of the letteru I ' angel ander tweoty ? — aliu lia« « 
baleft with her. iworld irf knowkUgu.' knowletlf(* 

I therefore requested Mrs. fecu/adW, at I inayaay, butiiO 
Koare to step in, and desire to experience! How •boiiM iboV — 
kaow whether she would be Koowledge by thecry only, ii tt, 
Btfied to admit me to attend her vagoe aucerlain light; » wi" ' 
mkaspaitai«Dt, onoeeasioaof the wisp, whkb u oftmi 
fclcncnl had left with her; or leada the doaUinf( muul , w, 
■talks ahe would faroar mc 
v& h/s oospuiT t& tfae diotng- 
*^t world, 

IfcfcHBUiLdeweJJinilUwtiM tltat wviM afford 
%mBmt^aaj berintolfae Udy. pleu«r« toamB 
Vbt taapcd as tto done, and itnMfartbeoii 
^eh^adadoed. w witk T« W 

In^Ht bdrtsBkoe Ear«*e ktre ■«■ pare 

«<SdMHwbO< 
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devices of all the reat of the world, 
to be too wise for mine.. 

My revenge, my sworn revenge, 
is iieverthelesB [adore her as I 
will) uppermost in my heart. — 
MissHowe sayE, thatmyiove is aa 
iferodi'anlove*: by my soul, that 
girl's a witch! I am balf-eorryfo 
Bay, thai Tfind a pleo-iMre inplaijing 
Oie Isrfint uver Kkat I love. Call it 
an ungeneroos pleasure, if thou 
wilt: softer hearts than t 
know it. The women to a wo 
know it, and sIwp it too, whenever 
they are trusted with power. And 
why should it be thought strange, 
that 1 , who love them bo dearly, 
and study them so much, ahouid 
catch the infection of themV 



I WILL now give thee the sub- 
atauce of the dialogue that passed 
between the two women and the' 



Wonder not, that 
wife makea a liatening husband, , 
The event, however, as thou wilt, 



aeoger; but Miss Rawlins beg! 
theaialogue. 

Your BPOCBB, madam, — |I 
— only to fish for a negativeH 
affirmative declaration.] 

CI. My xpuuse, madam — 

Miss R. Mr. Lovelace, madaiOi^ 
avers, that you are married to 
him; and be^ admittance.. 
your company m the dining-roo , 
to talk upon the subject of the 
letters he left with yon. 

CI. He is a poor wicked wretch: 
let me beg of you, madam, to { 
favour me with your company as 
often as possible while heishetw- 
abouts, and Iremaio here. 

Miss R. 1 shall with pleasure at- 
teud you, madam. But, metbinkR. 
I could wish you would .vee the 
gentleman, and hear what he has 
to Bay on the eabject of the 
letters. 

CL My case is a hard, a very 
hard one ! — 1 am quite bewilder- 
ed 1 — I know not what to do 1 — I 
have not a friend in the world, 
^™,„«,„'1^l"it can or will helpme! — Yet 
,PT„^*'had none but frienda till 1 knew 



Ihat "1 



nl 



- ^°: 



demerita, if I may guess by 

aelf. [there's insenuouaneaa, Ja 

and'fearM o? censure, thej- seU ; 'ff '"'''^' ^"""i 

domfindthemBelveadisappomted.j p, q ^^^^^^ y^„ ^^^^ 

■ 1 the ap- 



There ia something of sense, at^er 



'heart! 
'"l Pootl! — 
\ Mi-s It. \ *yi\i4 ■> 



blaok I 

1 
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tfaoaghtit, truly! — Batmen 

Tery dpccitfiil now-a-davB. _._, 

/fnm-a-fi'ij/n! — Afool! — HHvejuncle? Did I court her at first 
not her biatory-books told her,' with tbe allowance of her friendH, 
that thoywpre always ao? Iher brother eicepted? Hsd I a 

A/ri. Miiore, uyhing. I have renconnter with that brother? 
found it so, I am aure, to myl Was she so pereeeuted in favour 
CMtl — of a very disagreeable man, one 

Who knows but in her time, Solmea. astoinduce hertothrow 



1 



piKir Goody Moore may have 
with a Lovelace, or a Kelford, or 
wm» such vile fellowV— My little 
htre-nnt-BCHre-um beauty knowa 
BSt what strange histories ovpry 
vomtia living, who has had tlie 
ImsI independence of will, could 
tell her, were such to be as com- 
Onmicative as she is, — But here' 



herself into my protection V 

None of Iheae were denied. All 
the objections she cumIiI have 
made, were stifled, or kept in, by 
tliQ considerntion (as she mca~ 
tioned) that she should stay there 
but H little while; and that her 
story was too long. But Miss 

Rawlins would not be thus easily 

■OB thing; — 1 have giveji her answered. 

wusQ enoDgh of offence; butnot Mivx B. Hesaya, madam, that 
enough to make her hold her he could not prevail for marriage, 
tongue, till he had consented, under a 

CI. As to the letlera he has left solemn oath, to separate beds, 
with me, I know not what to say whileyour family remained unre- 
lo Iheia: — but am resolved conciied. 

never to have anything to say to CI. O the wretch! whatcauba 
Mtn. still in his head , to endeavour to 

J^ixs R. If, madam. 1 may be pass these stories upon strangers? 
allowed to say so, I think you| So no direct denial, thought I 
carry matters very far. 1 — Admirable! — all will do by- 

Cl, Has he been making abadand-byl 
unae a K<iod one with you, ma- lUi',' R- He has owned, that an 
dam? — Thai he can do with tUoso ' accidental fire had frightened you 
who know him not. Indeed l|very much on Wednesday night 
heard him talking, though not;^ and that — and that — and 
wbKtbesaid, and amiudifl'erentlthat — an accidental fire had 
about it. But what account does I frightened you — veiy much 
ha give of himselfV I frightened you — last Wednes- 

JTwas pleased to hear this. To davnight! 
arrest, to stop her passion,, Then after a short pause — In 
tboDgbt I, in tte height of its short, heowned, that he had taken 
career, is acharmiug presage. some innocent liberties, which 

Then the busj- Mss iiawlins^migbt have \e4\.o a,\iTesida<)i'&ia 
Siheti oa, to Sud out from het\ oath you hai imv^^** \vswiv\Ma-. 
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! the caoae of 



and that this w 
70UT diHpleaaure. 

I would have been glad to see 
how my charmer then looked. 
To be sure she was at a loss in b 
own mind, to justify lierself for 
resenting bo highly an offence eo 
trifling. — She beBitated — did 
not preseutly speak — when she 
did, abe wiebed, that ahe, Mias 
Ravflina, might never meet witli 
any man who would take such in- 
nocent liberties with her. 

Miss Rawlins pushed further. 

Yonr case to be sure, madam, 
ifl very particular. But if the hope 
of a reconciliation with your own 
friends is made more distant by 
your leaving him, give me leavu 
to say, that tia pity — 'tis pity fl 
suppose the maiden then primmed, 
fanned, and blushed; — 'tis pity 
the oath cannot be dispensed 
with: especially as he owns he has 
not been so strict a liver. — 

I could have gone in and kiaaed 
the girl 

Ci. You have heard his story. 
Mine , as I told you before , is too 
long, and too melancholy; my 
disorder on seeing the wretch is 
too great; and my time here is too 
short, for me to enter upon it. 
Andif hebaaany end to serve by 
his own vindication, in which i 
shall not be a jiermnai sufferer, 
let liim make himself appear as 
white as an angel; with all my 
heart. 

My love for lier, and the ex- 
cellent character 1 gave her, were 
tbenpieaded. 
C/. Specioaa Bedttcer'. ~ OnlyV 



if I cannot get away from 
mm oy some back-way? 

How my heart then went /lii-o- 
pa(l to speak in the female 
dialect. 

a. Let me look out — [I heard 
t^e sash lifted un] whither does 
that path lead? is there no pos- 
sibility of getting to a coach? 
Surely, he must deal with aomo 
fiend, or how could he have found 
me out? — Cannot 1 steal to some 
neighbouring house where 1 may 
be concealed till 1 can get aoite 
away? — Yon are good people ! I 
have not been a! ways among such I 
^ help me, help me, ladies, 
[with a voice of impatience] or I 
am ruined I 

Then pausing , Is that the way 
UiHendon? [pointing I suppoae] 

— is Hendon a private place? — 
The Hampstead coach, lam told, 
will carry passengers thither. 

Mrs. Munre. Iliave an honest 
friend atMillHill,[devil fetch her! 
Ihoughtl] where, ifsuchbeyour 
determination, madam, and if yon 
think yonrself in danger, you may 
be safe, I believe. 

(V. Any whither, if I cui bat 
escape from IMx man ! — Wbitbsr 
does that path lead , out yond«r? 

— What is that town on the right- 
band called? 

Him. Moare. Highgatc, madam. 

MiWsif. OntliesideofiheHeath 
is a little village called North End. 
A kinswoman of mine lives there. 
But her house is smalL 1 am not 
sure she could accommodate such 

Devil inke W toot thought I 
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nyaelf a better interest in tbese 

women. But the whole sex love 

plotting — 011(1 plotters too, Jack. 
' CI, A bnrn, an outhouae, a 
I gamt will be a palace to roe, if 
I It will but afford me a refuge from 

a, thought 1, are much 

^ than mtVie. What a devil 

. ' , that she should bo 

— _.y implacable! ^1 told thee, 

ffelford, all 1 did; nag there any 

triu it BO ceru much amiss V — 

■ - - -1, 

-To t 
Hire sbe is a very sen\-ible lady ! - 

She then espied my uew servant 
walking under the window, and 
aeked if he were not one of mine? 
Will was on the look-out for 
■old Grimes [so is the fellow called 
whom my beloved has dispatched 
to Mias Howe), And being told [what it 
ftat the mail she saw was my aer- 1 swered. 
T&nt; I see, eaid she, that therel CI. 1 am greatly distressed! I 
DO egcaping, unless you, ma- 'know notwtiat to do! — But Mrs. 
_..m, [to Miss Rawlins, I suppose] 'Moore, be so good as to give his 
can befriend me, till 1 can eetjlettera to him — here they are, ^ 
furtbei. 1 have no doubt that Uie Be pleased to tell him, tliat I wish 
fellow is planted about the house I him and Lady Betty and Mies 
to watch my steps. But the wicked 'Montague a happy meetmg. He 
wretch his master has no Hi/ht liijnever can want excuses to them 
aiHlrol me. He shall not hinder forwhathashappened, anymore 
me from going whither I please. I' than pretences to those he would 
willriuse tbctown uponhim, if he delude. Tell him that be has 
molests me. Dear ladles, is there ruined me in the opinion of my 
QO back-door for me to get out at own friends. I am for that reason 
while you hold him in talk? the less solicitous how 1 appear to 

'" sR. Give me leave to ask bis. 
Ton, madam, is there no room to Mrs. Moore then came to me; 
nope for accommodation? Had audi being afraid that something 
vow not better see him? He eer- would pass meantime between the 
Minly loves yoa dearly: he is a other two, ■w\i\cV \ a\n«ii.i.vA 
^egeatlemaD: jon uinj' exaspe-, like, took Uie\oWeTB,B.-a3i.e'QSCT«Ji. 



rate him , and make matters more^ 
unhappy for youreelf. ' 

CI. 0Mra,Moore,0Mi8sRaw- 
iisBl yon know not the man! ~ I 
wish not to see his face, nor to 
exchange another word with him 
as long as 1 live. 

Mr.t. iliixie. 1 don't find, Misa 
Rawlins, that the gentleman has 
miarepreaented any thing. You 
see, madam, [to lay Clarissa} how 
respectful he is; not to come in 
till permitted. He certainly loves 
you dearly. Pray, madam, let 
him talk to ynu, as he wishes to 
do, on the subject of the letters. 

Very kind of Mrs. Moorel — 
Mrs, Moore, thought I, ia aveiy 
good woman. I did not curse her 
■hen! 

Miss Rawlins said something; 
, that I could not beat 
'as. Thus it was an- 



I 
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the room . and found them relired attended to the contents of Cap- 
iuto the tloset; my beloved whis- taici Tomliaaon's letter. 
pering with an air of tamcstnesa She complained often of want 
to MisB Kawlins, who was all at- of spirits uiroughont our whole 
tention. contention, and of weakness of 

Herback was towards me; and peraon and mind, from the fits she 
Miss Rawlins, by pulling iier had been thrown into: but little 
sleeve, ^ving intimation of my.renBonhadste for this complaint, 
being there. Can 1 hare no- re- as I thought, who was able to bold 
tirem cat un invaded, sir V said she, I me to it, as she did. I own that I 
with indignation, as if she were I was eicessively concerned for hei 
interrupted insome talk her heart! several times, 
was in. — What buBineHs haveyou| You and II Filesltifmi 
here, or with me? ^ You have Myname iaLoveIace,madain— 



your letters; have you not? 

Liivel. 1 have, my dear; and let 
me beg of you to consider what 
yon are about. 1 every moment 
expect Captain Tomlinaon here. 
Upon ray soul, I do. He has pro- 
mised to keep from your uncle 
what has happened: but what will 
he think if he find you hold in this 
strange humour? 

t'l. lwillendeavour,8ir, tohave 
patience with yon for a, moment 
or two, while I aak you 
queationa before thia lady, .._ . 
before Mm. Moore, [who just then 
came in] both of whom you har~ 
prejudiced in your favour by yoi 



specious stories: Will you say, 
sir, that we are married together? 
Lay your hand upon your heart, 
and answer me, am I your wedded 

I am gone too far, thought I, to 

e've up for such a push as this, 
ime-one as it is. 

My deareatsoull how can you 
put such a question? Is it cither 
for your honour or wiy wm , that it 
shanM be doubted? — Surely, ] 
surely, madam, yoa cannot have\' 



it is thatl call yon the 
I'ilait nfmen [was this pardonable, 
Jack!] — ><'u and / know the 
truth, the ri'kvU truth — I want 
not to clear up my reputation with 
these gentlewomen: — that is al- 
ready^OBt with every one 1 had. 
most reason to value; but let me 
have this ne'ii specimen of what 
you are capable of — say, wretch, 
(say, Lovelace, if thou hadst 
rather) art thou really and tmly 
my wedded husband? 

Say, answer without hesitation. 

She trembled with impatient in- 
.dignation; but had awildness in 
hich I took some 



advantage of, in order to parry 
this cursed thrust. And a. cursed 
Ihrnatitwasisincchftdl positively 
averred it, she never would have 
believed any thing I said: and had 
I owned that I was not married, I 
had destroyed my own plot, as 
well with the women as with ner; 
and could have uo pretence foi- 
purauing her, or hindering her 



pleased. 



whithersoever she 
that I was ashamed 
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\. ntth policy. I would not fa; 
jj tkee think me sucli r milk-sop 

Louel. My dearest love, 1io<t 
■wildly you talk! What would you 

J -"iwer? Is it aeccssary 

; answer? May I not 

IB to your own breast. 

Captain Tomlinson's 

id letter? Youkuowyour- 

matters stand between 

n^i^And Captain Tomltnson — 

a. O wretch! h this an answer 
to iny q^uestion? S^Ti ^"'^ ^^ 
Bwrried, or are we not? 

Looel. Wbat maket a marriage, 
we all know. If it be the union 
of two hearts, [there was a turn, 
Jack I] to my utmost grief I must 
say we aron(i(,- since nowlsee you 
luitB me. If it be the completion 
of marriitge , to my confusion and 
regret, 1 must own we are mit. 
Bat, my dear, will you be pleased 
to consider what answer half a. 
ikusen people whence you ci 
GOtlld give to your question? And 
donotuow, in Ike disorder of :joar 
mind, and the height of passion, 
brinK into question before these 
genUewomeu a point you have 
acknowledged before tnoae 
know us better. 

I would have whispered her 
about the treaty with her nncle, 
and aboutthe contents of the Cap- 
tain's letter; but, retreating, and 
viUi a rejecting hand, Keep tliy 
distauoe, man. cried the dear in- 
solent — To thine own heart 1 
rial, since thou evadest me 
pitifully ! — I own no marriage 
withtbeet — Bear witness, ladies 
J do aot And cease to torment i 



me, cease to foliowme. — Sureljvi 
surely , faulty as I have been , £l 
have not deserved to be ihim pe^-a 
secuted! — I resume, therefore,! 
my former language: you have ao-M 
right to pursue me: you frwiuiyon [ 
have not: begone, theji, and leave 
me to make the best of my hard 
lot. my dear cruet father! said 
she, iuavioleutfit of grief [falling 
upon her kuees, and clasping her 
upliftedhandfl together] thy heavy 
curse is completed upon thy de- 
voted daughter! 1 am puniuM, 
dreadfully punished, b^ the ver^ 
wrelcli in irhom I hull placed my 
wicked cnit/ldenee'. ' 

Bymysoul, Belford, thelil 
witch with her words, but morO- 
by her manner, moved " 
dernotthen, that her action, tier 
grief, her tears, set the women, 
into the like compassionate mani- 
festations. 

Had I not a cursed task of it? 

The two women withdrew to 
the farther end of the room, and 
ivbispercd, A strange case I There 
is no phrensy here — I just heard 

The charming creature threw 
her handkerchief over her head 
and neck, continuing kneeling, 
her back towards me,and her faeo 
hidupouaehair, and repeatedly 
sobbed with grief and passion. 

I took this opportunity to step 
to the women, to keep them 
steady. 



ittle^l 

lOre-^H 






le, ladies [whispering], 
unhappy man I am! — 
what n spirit this dear 
ereatureh&sl— MV, a^VoVm^'i.^ 



\ 



her father'a curse. — A cui'se upon 
them all! they have turned the 
head of tlie moat cbarmiugwomiiu 
in the world. 

Ah ! BIT, sir, replied Miss Rawlins, 
whatever be the fanit of her rela- 
tions , all is not aa it should be be- 
tween you aad her. 'Tia plain she 
does not think herself married: 
'tisplainahe doesnot: and if you 
have any value for the poor lady, 
and would not totally deprive her 
of her senBes, you bad better with- 
draw, and leave to time and cooler 
consideration tlie event in your 
favour. 

She will compel me to tbis at 
last, Ifear, MiesEawlins; If, 
she will ; and then wt Bro both i 
done: for I cannot live without 
her;sheknowBit toowell: and she 
has not a friend who will look 
upon her: this also she knows. 
Our marriage, when her uncle's 
friend comes, will he proved in- 
contestibly. But I am ashamed 
to think I have given hei 
believe it no marriage : that's what 
she harps upon! 

Well, 'tis a strange case, a very 
strange one, said Miss Eawlins; 
and was going to say further, 



child, to a. maid, who answered, 

calleitherof my servants tome. 

Shethencameuptome, witha 
wrathful countenance: Do you 
call your servant, air, to hinder 
me^ between you, from going 
whither I please? 

Don't, my dearest life, mis- 
interpret every thing I do, Can 
you diink me so mean and so un- 
worthy as to employ a servant to 
eonatrain you? — 1 call him to 
send to the public-houses, or inns 
in tbis town, to inquire after Cap- 
tain Tomlinson, who may have 
alightedat some one of them, and 
be now, perhaps, needlessly ad- 
justing his dress; and I would 
have him come, were he to be 
without clothes. God forgive me! 
for I am stabbed to the iieart by 
your cruelty. 

Answer was returned , that 

Lther of my servants was in the 



I saw her just before 
parcel into her pocket, 
followed them out, for fear she 
should slip away ; and stepping to 
the stairs , that she mi'/fhl wt //k bi/ 
file, Will, cried I, aloud |thougliI 
iaew be was not near] — Pray,' 



way. 

Not iit the way! said I. — 
Whither can the dogs be gone? 

Osir! with a scornful air; not 
far, ril warrant. One of them 
was under the window just now; 
according to order , lEuppose, to 
watch my steps — hut I will do 
what I please, and go whither I 
please; and that to your face. 

God forbid , that 1 should 
hinder you in any thing that you 
may do with safety to yourself I 

Now I verily believe, that her 
design was, to slip out, in pm- 
suance of the closet- whispering 
between her and Mias Rawlins; 
perhaps to Miss Rawlina's honae. 

She then stepped back to Mrs. 



CLJlEISeA HAteLOWB. 



which proved to he a diamond 
rin^, BJid desired her jiiot whis-i 
waaglj, bat with an air of de- 
fiance to me] that that might be a ' 
pledge for her, till she defrujed 
her demands; which she should 
soon find means to do; havingno' 
more mooej abont her, than she' 
migfat have occasion for before j 
■he came to an acquaintance's. | 
Mrs. Moore would have declined ' 
taking it; but she would not be. 
denied; and then, wiping heri 

^'«l, she put on her gloves — | 
obody has a right to stou me! 
SOidahe. — I teill go! — Whom 
■hould 1 beaftaidof ? — Her very i 
question , charming creature ! 
(eitiiying her fear. 
I beg pardon, madam, [turn- 
g to Mrs. Moore, and courtesy- 
ing] for the trouble I have given 
you. — I beg pardon, madam, 
to MisB Rawlins [courtesying Itke- 
wiae to her] — You may both bear 
ofme inabappicrhour, if sncha 
one fall to my lot — and God 
bless you both f — Btruggling with 
he* t«Bi3 till she sobbed — and 
away was tripping, 

1 stepped to the dooi; I put it 
to; and setting my back against 
it, took her struggling hand — 
My dearest life! my angell said 
I, why will yoa thus distress me? 
— la this the forgiveness which 
you so solemnly promised ? — 
Unhandme, sir! — You have 
] basincBS with me I You have 
DO light over met You tniiiu yon 
have not. 

Butwhither, whither, my doar- 
est love, would you go! — Think 
^m aot Chat 1 tvitl follow you,) 



were it to the world's end? 
Whither would you go? 

Well do you ask me, wbitherl 
would go, who have been the oc- 
casion that I have not a friend 
left! — ButGrod, who knows my 



^ 



us, will not wholly abandon 
j me when I am out of your power 
I — but while in it, I cannot espect 
agleamof theDivine graceor'" ' 
I vour to reach me. 

I How severe is this! — Hcnr-I 
!shockiagly severe! —Out of ijout 
presence, my angry fait 
neither hope for the o; 
other. As my cousin Montague, 
In the letter you have read, ob- 
serves, you are my pole-star, and 
my guide ; and ifever 1 am to be 
happy, either here or hereafter, 
it must be in and b 



you. 



She would then have opened 
the door. But I rospectfulh' op- 
posing her, Begone, man! be- 
gone, lUr. Lovelace! said sjio: 
atop not my way. If you would 
not that 1 should attempt the 
window, give me passage oy the 
door; for, once more, you have 
no right In deliiin me. 

Your resentments , my dearest 
life, 1 will owntobe well grounded. 
1 will acknowledge, that I have 
been all in fault. On my knee 
[and down I dropped] I oak your 
pardon. And can you refuse to 
ratify your own promise f — Look 
forward to the happy prospeot 
before ua. See you not my Lord 
M. and Lady Sarah longing to 
bless ynn, tor Weaam^ me, m& 
their whole SamW^I Cmi ^ 
6* 



St 
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take no pleaaare in the promised hadmjkneeliDghuDiilitf affected 

viaitof LadyBettjandmy cousiu them. 

Moatagae? Ajidm the protection Women, Jack, tacitly acknow- 

f^//of^ryou, ifyou arediasatis- ledge the inferiority of then aex 

fieil with nu'ii«.^ Have you no wish in tiie pride they take to behold & 

to see your unule's tnend? Stay kneeling lover at their feet. 

only tiUCaptainTDmlinaon cornea. She turned from me, and threw 

Receive from him the news of herself into a chair. 

your uncle's compliance with the I arose, and approached het 

wishes of both. with revoreuce. My dearest croa- 

She seemed altogether dis- ture,EaidI — and was proceeding 
treaaed; was ready to sink; and — but, with a face glowing with 
forced to lean against the wain- consciousdiguity,9he interrupted 
scot, as I kneeled at her feet. A me — Ungenerous, uograleftil 
stream of tears at last hurst from Lovelace! — You kuow not the 
her leas indignant eyes — Good value of the heart yuu have in- 
heaven! said she, lifting ap her sultedl nor can you conceive how 
lovely face, and claaped hands, much mysoul despises your n)eaa> 
what is at last to be my destiny! ness. flui meanness must ever be 
— Deliver me from this dangerous the portion oftheman, who can 
man; anddirectme! Iknownot actvilcly! — 
what I do: what I can do; nor The women believing we were 
whatlought to do! likely to be on better terms, re- 

The women, as I had owned tired The dear perverse opposed 
marriageto bebuthalf completed, their going; hut they saw I was 
heard nothing inthia whole scene desirous of their absence. And 
to contradict (not flagrantly to when they had withdrawn, I once 
contradict) what I had asserted; more threw myself at her feet, 
they believed they saw in her re- and acknowledged my offences; 
turning temper, and staggered implored her forgiveness for thta 
resolution, a love for me, which' one time, and promised tl'" ■""-* 



her indignation had befc ,. 

pressed; and they joined to per- 
suade her to tarry till the Caplair 
came, and to hear his proposals; 
representing the daugers towhich 



esact eircumspection for the fu- 

It was impossible for ber, she 
said , to keep her inemory and for- 
— - What hadst thou «<rejt 



le exposed; thefatigues,m the conduct of Clarissa Bar- 
she might endure; a lady of her^lowe, that should encourage such 
appearance, unguarded, unpro- an insult upoa her, asthoudidst 
tected. On the other hand, they daretomake? How meanly must 
dwelt upon my declared contn-|thou thiukof A(t, that /A^ucouldst 
tion, and on my promises; for preaumetobesoguilty.aiidexpect 
ttie performance of which they Wtobesoweiikustoforgivelne^ 
offered to be fcound. So mucb, 1 beaovig^it Hw XiQ \e\, ni% «*i 
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over to lier Captain Tomlioson's 
leUer. 1 was sure it wus impos- 
sihl« she could have given it the 
requiBite attpntiou. 

I haoe given it the requisite at- ' 
tention, said she, and the other| 
letters too. So that what I saj, 
is upon deliheratioQ. And nfaat| 
h&ve 1 to fear from my brother' 
aadsister?— They can but curn- 
pUte the ruin of my fortunes with 
my&theranduncks.Lettheraand 
welcome. You, sir, I thank yon, 
h&ve lowered my fortunes; but I 
Uas God, that my mind is not 
rank vith my fortunes. It is , on 
ike contrary, raised above for- 
tane, and above you; and for 
Iwlf a word, they shall have the 
estate they have envied me for, 
snd an acquittal &am me of all 
e:q)ectations from my family that 
mn make them uneasy. 

I lifted up my hands and eyes 
in silent adrairatioa of her. 

My brother, sir, may think toe 
ruined. To the praise of ijnur 
^aiacter he may think it impos- 
rible tobe with ifi>ii, and be inno- 
cent. You have hut too well jus- 
tified their harshest censures by 
every part of vour conduct. But 
now, that I Dave escaped from 
yon, and that I am out of the 
reach of your mysterious devices, 
I will wrap myself up in mine own 
innocence, (and then the pas- 
donate beauty folded her arms 
atwnt herself ] and leave to time, 
and to my future eircomspection, 
the reeetahliehment of my cha- 
racter. ^ Leave me then , air — 
fmnae me not! — 

Good heaven 1 interrupting her 



—And all this, for what?— Had 
iioi yielded to your inlreatiee (ft 
give mo, madaml you could not 
have carried further youi resent- 

Wreteht — Was it not crime 
enough to jnve iiccam'im for those 
inlrenlies? Wouldst thou make a 
merit to me, that thou didst not 
utterly niin ier whom thou ought- 
esttohave protected? — Begoue, 
man! tuniicg from me, her face 
crimsoned over with passion — 
See me no more ! — 1 cannot bear 
thee in my sight — 

Dearest, dearest creature 1 

If I forgive thee, Lovelace — 
and there she stopped. To en- 
deavour, proceeded she, to en- 
deavour, hy pievifdiialiun , by lom 
cnntHvance, V c"'" "/* /5™ — to 
temfy a poor creature who had 
consented to take a wretched 
chance with thee for life! 

For heaven's sake — offering to 
take her repulsing hand. 



For- ^ 



I 



flying Irom me towards the 

What hast thou to do, to pif ad 
the sake of heaven in thy favour, 
U darkest of human minds! 

Then turning frnm me, wiping 
her eyes, and again taming lo- 
uianhtne, but her sweet face half 
aside, What difficulties hast thon 
involved me in 1 — Tluiu llial hatlst 
a plain palh before l}iee, afterthoo 
hadst betrayed me into thy power 
— at once my mind takes m the 
whole of thy crooked behaviour; . 
and if thou thinkeet of Ciarisaa 
Harlowe as her \irQ\id heMt WUs 
her thott oagta.eatto'OKvtJs.oWeXi 
thou wilt seek thy ^uttMnci *" 
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wbere. How often tiast tliou pro- 
voked me to tell thee, that my 
HOulia above thee? 

Tor heaven's sake, madam, for 
a soal'a sake, which it ia in your 
power to save from perdition, fur- 
ore me the past offence. I am 
tke greatest villain on earth, if it 
was a. premeditated one. Yet 1 
preaume not to eiGuse myself. On 
your mercy I throw myself. I 
will not offer at any plea , but that 
of penitence. See but Captain 
Tomlinsou. See but Lady Betty 
and my cousin; let ihern plead for 
me; let them be gnarantees for my 
honour. 

If Captain Tomlinson come 
while I stay here, I may aee him. 
But asfor.^ou, sir — 

Dearest creature ! let me beg of 
you not to aggravate my offence 
*-3 the Captam, when he -"■"'>- 



Letn: 



po not charge me, madam, in- 
terrupted I, with villainous pre- 
meditation ! — Do not give such 



J my oftence, a 
may weaken yonr uncle's opi 
nion — as may strengtien your 
brother's — 

Shefinngiromme tothefurther 
end of the room [she cuuld g" no 

S Filler] — and juet then Mra. 
core came up and told her, that 
dinner waa ready; and that she 
had prevailed upon Miss UawUna 
to give her her company. 
You mast excuse me, Mrs. 
Moore, said she. Miss Kawlina 1 



also will — bat 1 cannot eat 
:annot go down. As for you, 
I suppose you will think it 
right to depart hence; atleasttill 
the gentleman comea whom you 
expect. 
* — ^pectfully withdrew into the 
)om, that Mra, Moore might 
acquaint her [I durst not myiel^ 
that I waa her lodger and boarder, 
as [wliiaperinglyj 1 desired she 
would : and meeting Miss Kawlins 
in the passage, Dearest Hiss 
Rawltna, saidl, stand my friend: 
join with Mrs. Moore to pacify 
Mrs, Lovelace, if she has any new 
flights upon my Having taken 
lodgings, and intending to board 
here. I hope she will have more 

eenerosity than to think of 
indertng a gentlewoman from 
letting ber lodgings. 

I suppose Mrs. Moore (whom I 
leftwithmyfairone)had apprised 
her of this before Miss Bawlina 
went in; fori heard her say, while 
I withheld Hiss Rawlina — "No, 
indeed; he is much mistaken — 
surely he does not think I will." 

They both eipoatulated with 
her , as I could gather from bits 
and scraps of what they said; for 
Uiey spoke so low, that I could not 
hear any distinct sentence, but 
from the fair perverse, whose 
anger made her louder. And to 
this purpoac 1 heard her deliver 
herself in ana wer to different parts 
of their talk to her : — " Goocf Mrs, 
Moore, dear Miss Bawlius , press 
me no further: ~~ I cannot sit 
down at table with him I " ^H 

IVtey a&idso\net1uag., aalnfl^H 
pOBC in. iB3 \je^BM — " Q S^^^f 
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amnating wretch! — What de- 
fence have I against a roan, who, 
go where I wiH, can turn every 
one , even of tbe virtuous of my 
sex, in his favour?" 

After something elBesaid^hicb 
1 heard not distinctly — " This is 
execrable cnnning! — Were you 
to know his wicked heart, iie is 
not without hopo of eugagiug you 
two good persons to secona Mm 
in the vilest of his machinations." 

How came she (thoiight I at the 
inatant) by all tnis peuetratiouV 
My devil surely does not play me 
booty. If 1 thonsht be did, 1 
would marry, andliye honest, to 
be even with him. 



Kawlins at going in, that she 
would not tie Mrs. Moore's 
hiadrance; for thus she expressed 
herself — "He will no doubt pay 
yon. yonr own price. You need 
aot question his liberality: hat 
one house cannot hold us. Why, 
ifit would, did I flyfromhim, to 
■eek refuge among strangers ! " 

Then, in answer to somewhat 
eUe they pleaded — '''Tis a 
mistake, madaraj I am iml recon- 
cQedto him,! will believe nothing 
he says. Has he not given you a. 
flagrant specimen of what a man 
he 13, and of what be is capable, 
W the disenises you saw him in? 
My story is too long, and my stay 
Taste win be but short ; or i could 
convince you, thatmy resentments 
Sgoinet him are but too well 
founded." 
1 suppose tbeo, that they 
-—'"'' /or Ar/- leave, for my 



\ 



dining with them : for she said, "Z 
have nothing to say to that — it is 
your own house, Mrs. Moore — it 
is^our own table ^ you raay ad- 
mit whom yon please to it — only 
leave me at my liberty to choose 
my company.' 

Then in answer, as I suppose, 
to their offer of sending her up a 
plate — "A bit of bread, if yon 
please, and a glass of water; 
that's all I can svallow atpresent. 
1 am really very much discom- 
posed. Saw you not how bad I 
was? — Indignation only could 
hare supported my spirits! — " 

"I have no objections to hifl 
dining with you, madam;" added 
she , m reply , I suppose to a fur- 
ther question of the same nature 
— "But I will not stay a night in 
the house where he lodges." 

I presume Miss Hawlins had 
told her, tbat she would not stay 
dinner — for she said, "Let me 
not deprive Mrs. Moore of your 
company, Miss Bawlins. You will 
not oe displeased with his talk. 
He caa have no design upon you." 

Then I suppose they pleaded 
what I might saybchindher back, 
to make my own story good; — ^ 
"1 care not what he says, or what 
he thinks of me. Repentance and 
amendment are all the barm I 
wish him, whatever becomes of 

By her accent, she wept when 
she spoke these last words. 

They came out both of them 
wiping their eyes; and would have 

iiersuaded me to relinquish the m 
odgingB, aud to 4e^wA\S^\iwt I 
unae'a fneni c&ia%. &i.\.VtosiyB 



I 



es 



THE HISTORT C 



better. I did not care to truat the 
devil, well ae she and MIbb Howe 
BUppose me to be acquainted with 
him, for iiiiding lier out again , if 
once more she escaped me. 

What I am most afraid of, ia 
tbat sbe will throw herself among 
berown relations; and if shedoea, 
J am confident they will not be I 
able to withstand her affecting 
eloquence. But yet, as ttou'lt 
Bee, the Captaiu'a letter to me is 
admirably calculated to obviate 
mj apprehensiona on this score; 
particularly in that paaaage, 
where it is said, that her uncle 
thinks not himself at liberty to 
correspond directly with her, or to 
receive applications from her — 
bulOiiouah Cuptaiu Tomiimon, aa 
ia strongly implied*. 

I must own (notwithstanding 
the revenge 1 have so solemnly 
Towed) that I would verf fain 
have made for her a merit with 
myB0\{ in her retumaiff favour, and 
h&ve owed as little as possible to 
the mediation of Captain Tom- 
linson. My pride was concerned 
in this: and this was one of my 
reasons for not bringing him witn 
me. Another was: that, if I were 
obliged to have recourae to his 
assistance, I should be better able 
(by visiting her without him) to 
direct bim what to say or to do, as 
I should Sud oat the turn of ber' 
humour. 

I was, however, glad at my 
heart, that Mrs. Moore came up 
so seasonably with notice that 
dinner was ready. The fair 
tn^iire was all in all. She had! 



the game in her own handa; and 
by giving me so good an excme 
far withdrawing, I had time to 
strengthen myself; the Captun 
had time to come; andtbeladvlo 
cool. Shakspeare advises well, 



And dry.Qhod wa may paa» tha naked 

1 went down with the women to 
dinner, Airs. Moore sent her fair 
boarder up a plate; but she only 
eat a little bit of bread, and drank. 
a glass of water. I doubted not; 
bnt she would keep her word, 
when it was once gone out. Is abe 
not anHarlowe? — She seems to 
be inuring herself to hardships, 
which at the worst she can never 
know; since, though she shoald 
ultimately refuse to be obliged to 
me, or (to erpress myself more 
suitable to my own heart) to nblige 
me, every one who sees her must 
befriend her. 

But let me ask thee, Bclford, art 
thou not solicitous for me in rela- 
tion to the contents of the letter 
which the angry beauty had 
written and dispatched away by 
mauftod horse; and what may be 
Miss llowe'a answer to itl Art 



(KAItlBSA TtASLOWn. 
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it be not likely thnt Miss Howe, 1creature,T0vengeFQ], artful, ontor- 
"whea she knows of her anueylpmingiaud oiiev;ho,liadahebeen. 
friend's flight, will be conoemed|a man, would hnvo sworn and 
Abont her Tetter, which she must! cursed, and committed rapes, and 
know could not be at Wilson's till 'played the devil, as far as I knew 
afterthat flight; and BO, probably, [/ have m, dnubl nf it. Jack]: but 
woold fall into my bands? — jwho, neverthelesa, byadvautaga 
A.U these things , as thon'lt Beejofafemalo education, and pride, 
in the sequel, are provided forwith i and iaaolence , I believe ntLS 
IS much contrivance as hnmoix.periioiiii/lgvirtiioua. 
fbresigbt can admit. ! Mra. Bevis allowed , that there 

I have already told thee that was n, ran/ (fea( in education — and 
WiUia npon the look out for old in/inV/e too, she said. While Miss 
Qrimea — Old GHmea is, it seems, j Kawlins came with a prudish God 
ligossiping sottish rascal; and if forbid, that virtue should be owing 
Will can but light of him, I'll an- to education only! However, I de- 
iwerfor the consequence; for has jclared that Miaa Howe waaasubtlo 
BotWillbeeumyservant upwards contriver of mischief; one who had 
•fsBven years? always been ni;/ enemy; her mo- 

'" esl kncwnot: but despiaingtbe 
m whom her mother was de- 
OQB she should have, one Hlck- 
in; although I did not directly 
Wahad at dinner, besides Miea aver, that she would rather have 
Kawlins, ayonug widow-niece ofhad me; yet they all immediately 
Mrs. Moore , who is come to stay a imagined that that was the ground 
Jnonthwith her aunt— Bei-in her of her animosity to me, anJof her 
>Mme; very forward, very lively, envy to my beloved: and it was 
«ndagTeat admirer ofjnB,Iaasur8 pity, they said, that so fine a 
Jon; — banging fltnirkingly upon young lady did not see through 
allIsaid;andpreparedto approve such a pretended friend, 
ofeverr word oeforelspoke: andl And yet nobody [added I] has 
■who, by the time we had halfl mora reason than she to know by 
dined, (by the help of what abeiexpeiiente the force of 8_ hatred. _ 
bad collected before) was as much founded in envy ; as I hinted to: 1 
acquainted with our story, asS/ou, above, Mrs. Moore, aiidto4 
rtaeroftheothertwo. , ''i/tiu, MissKawlins, in the case of J 

A» it behoved me to prepare her sister, Arabella. 
them in my favour against what- 1 I had compliments paid to n 
e?armightcomefromMifiaHowe,'person and talents on this ( 
I improved upon Ihc hint I had|caBionr which ^ave me a smgalM 
thrown out above stairs against ' opportunity of diBpla.'^"\^ 
ibatnilBcbief'in/ikiag lady. Ire- modesty lJyd^Bc\a^a^ai%™^"a.-^v^v 
p^ented her to he an arrogant of them, -wiVb. «■ ^o, ^^^^•^A\ 
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sfiould be very vain, ladies, if I 
Ihoyghl so. Wliile thns abasing 
myaelf , and eialting Miaa Howe, 
I got their opinion Doth for mo- 
dest}' aud geaeroailj^ and had aU 
the graces which I disclaimed 
thrown in npon me heaidea. 

In short, they even oppreaaed 
that modesty, which (to apeak 
inodeatly of myself) then' praiBea 
i:reateil, by disbeiieTing all I said 
against myself. 

And, truly, 1 must needa say, 
they have almost peratiaded even 
me myself, that Miss Ilowe Is ac- 
tually in love with me. 1 have 
often been willing to hope this. 
And who knows but she may? 



'malls — *fd what's thy 
opinion, Jack? Sbeeertainly hates 
Hickman; and girU who are ilis- 
engai/edaoldxitaJiale, though they 
may not love: and if she had 
rather have anoiker, why not that 
other UB? For am I not a smart 
fellow and a rake? And do not 
your sprightly ladies love your 
amart fellows and your rakes? 
And where ia the wonder, that the 



alas's*) who would he honoured 
in being deemed her second? 

Nor accuse thou roe of 81SOULAB 
vanity in this presumption, Bel- 
ford. Wert thou to know the 
secret vanity that lurks in the 
heorta of those who disguise or 
cloak it best, thou wouldat find 



great reaaon to acquit^ at leut, to 
allow for mc: sinoe it is generally 

the cunxeiom over-fullness of con- 
ceit, that makes the hypocrite 
most upon his guard to conceal it 
— Yet with these fellows, proudly 
humble aa they are, it will bre^ 
out sometimes in spite of their 
cloaks, tboughbutinself-d eny ing, 
compliment- begging self- degra- 
dation. 

But now I have undervalued 
myaelf, in apologizing to thee on 
this occasion, let me use another 
argument in favour of my obser- 
vation, that the ladies gener^ly J 
preferaraketoasoberman; futd 
of my presumption upon it, tliat | 
Miss Howe is in love witii me: it is 
says , that 



innocent fellow — a male-virgin,! 
warrant 1 — an odd dog I always 
thought him. Now women, Jack, 
like not novices. Tuio maMeiiheadg 
meeting logellier in taeillock, the firtt 
t'7u7dniiul&e a /aa^,is their common 
aphorism. They are pleased with 
aloveof the sex that IB founded in 
tbe knowledge fit. Beaaou good: 
novices expect more than they 
can possibly find in the commerce 
with them. The man who knows 
them, yet has ardours for them, to 
bon'ow a word trom Missflowe*, 
though those ardours are gene- 
rally owing more to the deoit 
within him^ than to the vritch 
without him, is the man who makes 
them the highest and most grateful 
compliment. He luiows what in 
txpecl, and with what I" be saiis/Ud. 



1 knuiB 'jett lotei lii 



jBOme cases, raast be ignorance,l 
irbetber real ot fretended. The 
u&D , in these c&ses , must be an 
tt(f«pL WillitthenbewonderedatJ 
>that a woman prefers a libertine 
toanovioe?— While sheeipects. 
in the one tbe confidence she 
"wants, she considers the other and 
herself as two parallel lines, which 
thoQgh they run aide by side , can 
3»ever meet. 

Yet in this the sei is generaUy 

istaken too; for tbese sheepish 

fellovrs are sly. 1 myself was mo- 

idest once; and this, aa I have else- 

wiiere hinted to thee*, has better 

to judge of both 



But to proceed with my narra- 
tive: 

Having thus prepared every 
one against any letter sbotild 
come &om Miss Howe, and against 
■jay beloved's messenger returns, 
I thought it proper to conclude! 
HaX subject with a bint, that 
Urs. Lovelace coiild not bear to 



deep sigh , added , that J had been 
iiaae very unhappy more than 
jQoebjtbe ill willof ladiea whom 
I had never offended . 

The widow Bevia believed, that 
might very easily be. 

These ninta within doors, joined 
with others to Will , both without 
and within, [for I intend he shall! 
&11 in love with widow Moore'a' 
mud, and have saved one bun-j 
dred pDUDdn in my service, at' 
least] will be great helps, as thiagsl 
may itappeo. I 



LETTER XII. 
Mr. LoieUee. In Contipi 

We had hardly dined, when my 
coachman, who kept a look-out 
for Captain Tomlinaon, as WiU 
did for old Grimes , conducted 
hither that worthy gentleman, 
attended by one servant, huih on 
horseback: be alighted. I went 
out to meet him at the door. 

Thou knowest bia aolemn ap- 
pearance, and unblushing free- 
dom; and yet canst not imagine 
whata dignity the rascal assumed, 
nor how respectful to him I was. 

I led him into the parlour, and 
presented him to the women, and 
them to him. I thought it highly 
imported me (aa they might still 
have some diffidences about onr 
marriage, from my fair one's 
home-pushed qneations on that 
bead) to convince them entirely 
of the truth of all I had asserted. 
And how could 1 do this better, 
than by dialoguing a little with 
him before them? 
' Dear captain, I thought you 
long; for I have had a terrible 
conBict with Mrs. Lovelace. 

Capt. I am sorry that I am later 
than my intention — my account 
with my banker [there's a doe. 
Jack!] took me up longer time ._ 
adjust than 1 had foreseen [alt the 
time pulling down and atroicinr 
bia ruflleB:] for there was a 
difference between us — 
twenty pouuds, indeed, which 
had taken uo account of 

The rascal hasnQteeAn.tiie.ab^ 
pounds <A \)\b li^a. ■Cow*. 
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Then had we between iia llie 
cbaracterB of the Ilarlowe family ; 
I railing against them all; the 
captain taking bis dear IriendMr. 
Jons Harlowe^s part; with a. mil 
m fond — nut s'ifasl,;/oung genlle- 
tnan I — aud the like free aBsnmp- 1 

He accoontert for their animo- ' 
flity by jni/ defiances; no good; 
family, having auch a charming 
daughter , would care to be defied, ' 
instead of ciiui-led; he musi apeak i 
his mind: never was a double- 
tongued man. — He appealed to 
theladiea, if hcwerenot right! 

Ue got them of hie side. 

The correction I had given the' 
brother, he told me, must have 
aggravated mattera. | 

How valiant this made me look i 
to the women I — The sei love 
us mettled fellows at their hearts. 

Be that as it would, I should 
never love any of the family bnti 
my spouse; and wanting nothing i 
from them, I would not, but for 
her sake, have gone ao far 



towards a reconciliation. 



gone ti 

This waa very good of u.„, .^,„ 
Moore said. 

Very good indeed; Mias Raw- 

Giood; — it is wore than good ■ 
it is very generous; said the 

Ceipl. Whyso it is Imust needs 
say: for I am sensible, that Mr. 
Lovelace has been rudely treated 
. by them all — more rudely, than 
it conld have been imagined a 
man of his quality and ^lil would 
have put ap with. But then, sit, 
"-—■■-- ■■ — e] I think you atel 



amply rei*ardr4 in such A Iw^', 
and that you ought to forgive me 
I father for the daughter's sake. 

IUt.1. Moore. Indeed ao I ihink. 

Misa R. i^o must every one 
think, who has Keen the laijy. 

WidxwB. A fine lady, to be 
sure! But she has a violent spirit^ 
and some very odd humouTs too, 
by what I have heard. The valae 
of good huflbanda is not known till 
they are lost ! 

Her conscience then drew a 
sigh from her. 

Jjivtl. Nobody muat reflect 
upon my nugel — an angel ebe is 
— some little blemishes, indeed, 
as to her over-hasty spirit and as 
to her unforgiving temper. But 
this she has from the Harlowea; 
instigated too by thai Miss Howe. 
I— But her innumerable excel- 
lences are all her own. 

Capt. Ay, talkof spirit, there's 
a spirit, now you have named 
iMiss llowel [and so I led him lo 
cnnfirro alt I had said of that 
vixen] yet she was to be pitied 
too; looking with meaning at 

Ah I have already hinted, I had 
before agreed with him to impute 
secret love ocraiaimal/!/ to Miss 
Howe, as the best means to in- 
validate all that might come irom 
her in my disfavour. 

Capi. Mr. Lovelace, but thatl 
knowyourmodesty, oryrmcould 
give a reason. — 

Lovel. Looking down, aud yeiy 
modest — I can't think so, cap- 
tain — bat let us call another 

£veTy iimaBn. fT«aei& <:f»)Sii, 
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look, me in the face, no faaahful 

Copt, Well, but as to 
sent aituatiou — oiily it mayn't be 
proper — looking upou 
roilud Upon the women. 

Liivel. Ocaptain, youmaysay 
anything before this company 
only, Andrew, [to my new si 
Tant , who attended ua ut tublej do 
you withdraw: this good girl 
[looking at the maid-aerTant] will 
Wlp UB to all ne want. 

Away went Andrew ; he wanted 
not his cue; and the maid eeemed 
pleased at my boaoar's preference 

Capl. As to our present situa- 
tion, I say , Mr, Lovelace ~ why, 
ail, we idiall be all unlicUted, let 
me tellyou,if my friendMr. John 
Hailowe were to know what Oiat 
a. He would as much question 
tbe truth of your being married, 
u the rest of the family do. 

Here the women perked up 
their ears ; and were all silent at- 
tention. 

Cupt. 1 askeilyiiMbffiireioi-pix- 
tienlaia, Mr. Lovelace; but you 
iedineil moing Qiem. — Indeed it 
nuQ' not bepniper forme to be ac- 
quainted with them. — Butlmuat 
omi, that it is past my compre. 
tension, that a wife can resent 
Vaj thing a husband can do (that ' 
b not a breach of the peace) bo I 
&r as to think herself justified for 
dopinff from him. 

Loael. Captain Tomlinson: — ' 
«ir — I do assure yon, thatlEliall, 
be offended — 1 shall be ex- , 
tuemely concerned — ifl bear that 
wvrdeAiptn^meBlioned agsi" 
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Capl, Your nicety, and yout 
loTo, sir, may make yon take 
offence — but it ia my way to eall 
every thiug by its proper name, 
let who will be offended — 

Thou canst not imagine, Bel- 
ford, how brare, ana how in- 
dependent, the rascal looked. 

Capt. When , young genlleman, 
you shall think proper to give us 
particulars, we will find a word 
for this rash act in ao admirable a 
lady, that shali please you better 
— yon see, sir, that, beine the 
representative of my dear friend 
Mr, John Harlowe, I speak as 
freely as I suppose lie would do, 
if present. But you blush, air — 
Ibeg your pardon, Mr. Lovelace: 
it becomes not a modest man to 
pry into those secrets, which a 
modest man cannot reveal. 

1 did not blush, Jack; but 
denied not the compUment, and 
looked down: the women seemed 
delighted with my modesty: but 
the widow Bevis was more in- 
clined to laugh at me , than praise 

e for it. 

Ciipt. Whatever be the cause of 
thisstep, (I will not again, sir, 
aaXi it elKpeiiienl, since that harsh 
word wounds your tenderness) I 
cannot but express my surprise 
upon it, when I recollect the, 
affectionate behaviour, to whioli^ 
I was witness between you, when 
1 attended you last. Over-love, 
sir, I think you once mention — 
but nver-lo«e [smiling] give me 
leave to say, sir, is an odd cause 
of quarrel — few ladies — 

tried to blusli. 
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The women alao tried, and take aviewof hertwosistera: her 
being more used to it, succeeded, eyes shut, not daring to tniBther 
better. — Mrs. Bevis indeed has: heart with them open: and but 
a redhot countenance, aadalwajB'just half-rearing her lids, to see 
blushes. I who the next comer wils; and 

Miss It. It Bigaifies nothing to falling them again, wben her 
mince the matter: but the lady curiosity was satisfied. 
above aa good as denies her mar-; The widow Deris gazed, as if 
riage. You knmo, sir, that she on the hunt for a secret, 
does; turning to me. [ The captain looked archly , as 

Capi. Denies her marriage^'ifhalf inpoBseasionof one. 
heavens! how thenhavolimposedi Mrs, Moore at last broke the 
upon my dear friend Mr. John.bashfnl silenue, Mrs. Lovelace's 
Harlowe! |behayiour, shesaid, could beno 

Liivel. Poor dearl — But let otherwise ho well accounted for, 
not her i-cTdt/O/ he called iu ques-jas by the ill offices of Ihal Miss 
tion. She would not be guilty of .Howe; and b^ theseverihrof her 
a wilful untruth for the world. i relations; wMeh might but too 

Then I had all their praises|probably have affected her head a 
again. | little at times: adding, that it 

Lovel. Dear creature! — She.waa very generous in me to give 
thinks she has reason for her way to the storm when it was up, 
denial. You know, Mrs. Moore; rather than to exasperate at such 
you know , Misa Rawhus ; what I a time. 

owned to you above as to my| But let me tell you, sirs, said 
vow — j the widow Bevis, that isiiotwhat 

I looked down, and, as once I one husband in a thousand would 
before, tamed round my diamond | have done, 
riuff. I I desired, that no pai'( oflhiscon- 

Mrs. Moore looked awry; and vemati'in miphi be liinled lo Mrs, 
withaleerat MiaaEawlina, as to|/,(iue/nce,- and looked still mpre 
her partner in the hinted-at re- , bashfully. Her great fault, I 
ference. ! must own, was over-delicacy. 

Miss Bawlins looked down as ' The captain leered roond him; 
well as I; her eyelids half-closed, and said, he believed he could 
as if mumbling a pater-noEter, ! guesa from the hints I had given 
meditating lieranuff-boi, thedia-ihimintownof my (nuer./ofe), and 
tauce between her nose and chiuifrom what had now passed, that 
lengthened byaclose-aliutmouth.iwe had not consummated our 

She put me in mind of the pious j marriage. 

Hra.Fetherstone atOxford,whomj U Jack! how sheepishly then 

■"""■ inted out to thee ouce, among looked, or endeavoured to look^ I 

PfiTwlesqueSg'ureaat St. Ma-',thy friend! bow (jrimly Got" 

warcb, wbiUiet we went to',Mooro\bowa.5.iittft4\^^ffiiai¥ 



1 — while the honCBf widow 
™ gazed around her featless; 
t though only eimpering with 
mouth, bereyealiLtighedout- 
ght, and seemed to challengeai 
agh from every eye in the com- 

He observed , that I was a phce- 1 
^of aman, if flo; ttnd he could. 
)t but hope, thut all mattera 
Kmld be happily accommodated 
A a day or two ; and that then he 
henld have the pleasure to aver 
sher uncle, that he wiu present, 
ihemigbtsay, on ourwedding- 
V- 

The women seemed all to join 
the same hope. 

Ab, captain! Ahj ladies! — how 
wppyshouldlbe, ifloouldbring 
ny dear Mrs. Lovelace to be of 
*•" -"-oe mind ! 

_. 'onld be a very Lappy cc 
ilasion of a very knotty affa . 
widow Bevis; and I see not 
ir we may not make this very 
JBt a merry one. 

captain superciliously 
nuled at me. He saw plainly 
Doneb, he said, that we had been 
■'eWdre7i'«;»i(ia hitherto. A man 
'my character, who could give 
ray to Huch a caprice as thia, must 
lave a prodigious value for his 
bdy. But one thing he would 
lentnre to tell me ; and that was 
is — that, however desirous 

Cong skittish ladies might be to 
ve their way in this particular, 
it wae ft very bad setting out for 
tiic man; as it gave his bride 
Wtry high proof of the power si 
hsa over him: and be would 
Ingsge, that no womm, 



\he ° 



humoured, ever valued the man 
the more for it; but very much the 
contrary — and there were reasniui 
tij be given vhij she should nul. 

Well, well, captain, no more of 
this subject before the ladies. — 
One feels [struggling my ahouldera 
in a baabful irii-tn-hlunh manner] 
that one is so ridiculous — I have 
been punished enough tor my 
tender folly. 

MisaBawUns had taken her fan, 
and woi^d needs bide her face be- 
hind it — I aupf 090 because her 
blush was not quite ready. 

Mrs, Moorehemmed, and looked 
down; and by that, gave hers 

Whilothejolly widow, laughing 
out, praised the captain as one ot 
HudibrHs's metaphysicians, re- 
peating, 



This made Miss Rawlins blush 
ideed: — Fie, fie, Mrs, Bevis! 
cried she, unwillmg, I suppose, to 
be thought absolutely ignorant. 

Upon the whole, I began to 
think, tbati had notmadeahud 
exchange of our professing mo- 
ther, for the unprofeaaiag Mrs. 
Moore. And indeed the women 
ttnd I, and my beloved too, all 
mean the same thing: we only 
differ about the manner of coming 
at tbe proposed end. 



LETTER Xm. 
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It was now WaU ftwift 
qu^nt Mrs, "Liovewtce , ftvftX. G^ 
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taiti TomliDaOQ was come. And 
the rather, as the maid told ue, 
that the lady ha^d asked her, if 
such a gentleman [describing him] 
was not in the parlour? 

Mrs. Moore went up, and re- 
quested, in mj name, that slie 
would give ua audience. 

But die returned, reporting my 
beloved's desire, that Captain 
Toinlinaon would excuse her for 
the present. She was ver; ill. 
Her BpiritB were too weak to enter 
into conversatiou with him ; and 
she must lie down. 

I naa vexed, and at first ex- 
tremely disconcerted. The cap- 
tain was vexed too. And m j con- 
cern, thou mayeat believe, was the 
greater on tiii tacnimi. 

She had been very much 
fatigued, I own. Her fits in the 
morning mast have disordered 
her: and she had carried her re- 
ientmeut bo high, that it was the 
less wonder she should find her- 
self low, when her raiaed spiritB 
had subsided. Vera low, I way 
say- if sinkings are proportioned 
tonsingB; for she had been lifted 
up above the standard of a 
comtnou mortal. 

The captain, however, sent up 
in bis own name , that if he could , 
be admitted to drink one fdiah of' 
tea with her, he should take it for 
afavour: and would go to town, 
and dispatch some necessary bu- 
siness, in order, if possible, to 
leave his morning free to attend 



I would have had the captain 
lodge there that night, as welliu 
compliment to him, as introdiic- 
tory to my intention of entering 
myself upon my new-taken apart- 
ment: but his hours were of too 
much importance to him to stay 
the evening. 

It was indeed very inconvenient 
for Mm, he said, to return in the 
morning; but he was willing to do 
all in his power to heal this breacli, 
and that as well for the sakea of 






,Bat she pleaded a violent head- 
■* ' and Mrs, Moore confirmed' 
S to bejuBt. 



tvho must not know how far this 
misunderstanding had gone. He 
would therefore only drink one 
dish of tea with the ladies and me. 

And accordingly, after he had 
done so, and 1 had had a little 
private conversation with him, he 
Iiurried away. 

nis fellow had given him, in the 
interim, a high character to Uis. 
Moore's servants: and this re- 
ported by the widow Bevis, (who, 
being no proud woman, is hriil 
jelhw, meUrnet, as thesayingis, 
with all her aunt's servants) he 
was a fine gentleman, a dlacreei 
gentleman, a man of sense and 
Oieeiling, with Ihem all: and it was 
pity, that, with such great buaiuces 
upon his hands, he should be 
obliged to come again. 

My life for yours, audibly 
whispered the widow Bevis, Utere 
is humour as well as head-ache in 
somebody's declining to see this 
worthy gentleman. — Ah, Lord! 
how happy might some people be, 
lit they would! 
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world, aaidl, very gravely, itiid 
i>iU) a sigh; for the widow nrnat 
Imowthat Ihcard her. Ifweharc 
not real UDhappiiteBa, we can 

make it, even Ironi the over- 
flowings of our good fortune. 

Verj'true, and, verytrue, the 
two widows. A QharmiDg obael^ 
vation! Mrs. Bevis. MiBaRawtiDs 
imUed Iter oaseiit lo it; and I 
Ihought she called me ia her 
hurt, cbarming man! For Bhe 
pnfeegea to be a great admirer of 
noral observations. j 

1 had hardly taken leave of the | 
Obtain , and sat down again with i 
luwomeji, when Will came; and 
nilin^ me out, " ijir, air," aaid he, 

C'lnug with B, familiarity in hia 
lu as if what he had to aay en- 
titled him to take libertiea; "] 



D— n the prater! — Griuninvfl 

rascal I — Tlio letter! — Th« f 
letter I — 

He gathered in hia iridr mnlhe^M 
as be calls it, and gave me tbcj 
letter; but with a flrul, riithMV 
than a tmw; and tlien aidlcd ofljP 
like one of willow Sorliiigav 
dunghill cocks, exulting after 
greatfeat performed. And all th 
time that I was holding up tho" 
billet to the light, to try to get at 
ita cootenta without breaking the 
aeal [for, dispatohcJ in a hurry it 
had no cover] there stood h«, 
lauebing, shrugging, playing off 
bis Tegs; now stroking hia shining 
chin; now turning his hat upon 
thia thumb! then lecrinr in my 
face, flouriahing with hb head — I 
Christ! now<and-than cried tbeg 
rascal — 



liah, oabl — He is at the Lower 
Flask — almoat in the condition 
OtUaimts Kiiio, and please your 
hononr ~— |tbe dog himself not 
much better| here is his letter — 
itom — from Miss Uowe — ha, ha, 
lu, ha. laughed thevarlet; hold- 
ing it last, as if to make condi-' 
tiona with me , and to excite my ' 
ptaises. as well as my impatience. 
1 could have knocked him down ; 
but he would have his "ay out — 
"Old Grimes knows not that I 
lave the letter — I must get back 
to him before he misses it — t only 
nade a pretence to go oul for a 
feir minutes — but — hut" and 
then the dog laughed agaiu — 
'■he taiM stay — old Griinei mu-i 
alay — till i go back to pay the 



my most fa- 

Tncso fellows 

than tbeir 



What joy has this dog in mii-n 
chief! — More tin ' 
the completion i 
vourite purpospa ! 
are ever bappi 
masters. 

I was once thinking . 
up this billet tiU I had^hroki 
seal. l'"iiij;/ families IMisiiHowe'iii 
is not an ancient onl!J Invc ost«]|tj 
tations sealings: and It Ril| " 
have been supposed ti> havn b< __ 
squeezed in pieces, in old Grjiiui^t 
breeches pock I't, Hut J wiir. j^jr' 



> be s 



of 1 



character , wA\<ituV A , \Wi VM* 
depriving me on^n *^ * Vvs« ■***^ 
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necting words ; nhich I have sup- 
plied between hooks. 

M; Miss Uarlowe, thou kuowest 
had before changed lier name to 
M»s Laatitia Beaumont, Another 
lUini now, Jack, toit^ for this 
billet was directed to her hy the 
name of Mrs. Harriet Lucas. J 
have taught her to behalf a rogae, 
thou Heeat. 
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"I cONGEATntATE you, my dear, 
with all my heart and soul , upon 
'your escape) from the villain. 11 
Jong] for the particulars of all, 

iMy mother] is out ; but eipeeting 
ler return even? minute, 1 dis- 
patched |yonr| measenger in- 
stantly. [1 will endeavour " 



t 



parlour, to the w 

In a quarter of an'hour came 

I old GriineB on horseback , waving 

to his saddle-bow, now on this 

side, now on that: his head, at 

. others, joining to that of his more 

sober heaet. 

It looked very wel! to the women, 
that I made no effort to speak to 
, old Grimes (though I wished be- 
'j /lire /Afm, thati knewthe conteDta 
[ of what he brought); but, on 
j the contrary, desired that they 
' would instantly let MrB. Lovelace 
' know that her messenger was re- 
„ turned. 

Down she flew ; violently as she 

isedoes had the head-ache! 

„ --IsentJ how I praj'ed for an oppor- 

the rascal back with the letter to \ tuuity to be revenged of her for 

old Girimes, and charged him to, the ungrateful trouble she had 

drink no deeper. He owned, that ! given to her uncle's friend ! 

he was Mf seas over, aa he'i She taok the letter from old 

I phrased it. \ Grimes vii&tM wwTi.'\iwi,itt, sni 



jftimo; and will wi^te at Ian 
u day or two , if in that time 1 
see her. [Meantime I] am 
ceasivelj uneasy for a letter I sent 
you yesterday by Collins, [who 
must have left it at] Wilson's after 
yougot away. [It iaof very) grf"" 
importance. [I hope the] vills 
has it not I would not for the 
world [that he should,] Imme- 
diately send forit, ifby so doing, 
the place you are at [will not bej 
discovered. If he has it, let me 
know it hy some way [out of] 
hand. If not, you need not send, 

Jooo 8. Ever, ever yours, 

A.H, 

O Jack, what heart's- 
n give u 



\ 



-I 
r have got 



Dog! said I, are you not lo 
court one of Mrs. Moore's maids 
to-night? — 

Cry your mercy, sir! — 1 will be 
sober. — 1 had forgot that 
old Grimes is pi 
thought I shourd 



Away, villain! — Let old Grimes 
come; and on horseback too, to 
the door — 

He shall, and please your 
honour, if 1 can get him on the 
saddle, and if he can sit — 

And charge him not to have 
alighted, nor to have aeen anij 

Enough, sir! familiarly no ddtn. 
his head, to shew he tookm 



t the villai 



loading 

le. And 

the 
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She preseDtljcame out again to 
Ae fellow, who had latich ado to 
»it his borae^Uere Js yourmoney. 
fnend. I thought you long. But 
what ebaU 1 do to get sotuebody 
to go to town immediately for me? 
laee uouoannot. 

Ola G-rimea took bis money ; let 
foU his hat in dbffiiig it; had it 
given him; and rode away; his 
eyes isinglasB, and set in bin head, 
u I saw through the window ; and 
in a manner Bpeecbtess; all his 
language hiccoughs. My dog 
needed not to hare gone so deep 
with this laugh old GrimeB. But 
the rascal was in bia kingdom 
with him. 

The ladyapplied to Mrs. Moore: 
■he mattered not the price. Could 
« man and horse be engaged for 
her? — Only to go for a letter left 
for her, at one Mr. Wilson's in 
Pall Mall. 

A poor neighbour waa hired. A 
horse procured for him. He had 



In vain did I endeavour fo eu- 
cage my beloved, when she was 
below. Herhead-ache, I suppose, 
returned. She, like the rest of her 
sei, can be ill or well when she 
pleases. 

laeeberdrift, thoughtI;it is to 
have ail her lights fromMies Howe 
before she resolves: and to take 
her measures accordingly. 

Up she went, eipreaai tig great 
impatienee about the letter she 
had sent for; and desired Mrs, 
Moore to let ber kaov ifl offered 
toseudanyofmyservaDti to to-nji\ 



was her fear; but she might ui 
been quite easy on that head : and 
yet perhapa would not, baa she 
known, that the worthy Capt. 
Tomlinson (who will be in town 
before her messenger) will leave 
there the important letter: which 
I hope will help to pacify her, and 
reconcile her to me. 

Jackl Jaokl thinkeat thou 
that I will take all this rogu^h 
pains, and be so often called vil- 
lain, for nothing? 

Bnt yet, is it not taking pains 
to come at the fioeat creature in 
the world, notforafronmlor^BJo- 
mfni only, bnt for one of our hvesl 
The struggle only, whether I am 
to have ner in mij utpn fnoij or in 

But now I know thou wilt be 
frightened out of Ihy wits for me 

— What Lovelace! wouldat thou 
let her have a letter that will in- 
evitably blow thee up; and blo' 
up the motber,andallhernymph) 

— yet not intend to reform, nor in 
tend to marry? 

Patience, puppy! Canst tho^. 
not trust thy maater? 

LETTER XIY. 



I WENT up to my new taken 
apartment, and fell to writine in 
character, as usual. I thought I 
had made good my quarters. But 
the cruel creature , understanding 
that I intended to take up my 
lodgings there, declared with so 
mach vioVeoce a^amafiH., ftiWi-V 
was obliced lo siAitoi^ , «.vv&. \o aa 



( 
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recommended. And all tbe ad- 
vantage 1 could obtain wftB, that 
Will, unknown to the ladj, and 
for fear of a freak, ahoulcl lie in 
the honiie. 

Mra. Moore, indeed, was uu- 
nilljng to disoblige either of us. 
But Miss Itaivlina was of opinion, 
that nothing more ought to be al- 
lowed me: and yet Mrs. Moore 
owned, that the refusal was a 
Btiange pieceof tyranny to a hus- 
band, if Iii'frEauusband. 

1 had a good mind to make Miss 
KawliuB smart for it. Come and 
see Miss RaTrlius, Jack — if thou 
likest her.l'U get her for thee with 



hard forme [an innocent or injured 
manwillhavefriondsoverywheie). 
She said, that to bear much with 
some wives, was to be obliged to 
bearmore: and I reflected, with a 
sigh, thai tame spirits ntuti alaai/s 
heimpogedvpnn. Andthen, 
heart, 1 renewed my vows 
veage upon this haughty an 
verse beauty. 

The Becond fellow came back 
^m town about nine o'clock, 
with Miss Howe's letter of Wed- 
nesday last, "Collins, if seeiim. 
whrai lie left it , had desired, that 
it might be safely and speedily 
delivered into Miss Lstilia Beau- 
mont's own bands. But Wilson, 
understand ing, that neither she 
OOT I were in town, [he c.uld ,u 
IB »/■ m,- diff-tr«we lUu mu, 
^resolved to take care of it till 
r, in order to give it into 



doubt not, is in her favour apon it. 
She took the letter with great 
eagernesB: opened it in a burry [1 
am glad she did; yet, I believe, 
all was right] before Mrs. Sloore 
and Mrs. Bevia [Miss Kawlins ytsu 
gone home]; and said, she would 
not for the world that 1 should 
have had that letter, for the sake 
of her deiir friend tbewriter; who 
had written to her very uneasily 

Her dear friendl repeated Mrs, 
Bevis, when she told me this; — 
Euch mischief makers are always 
deemed dear frieniU till they arc 

The widow says, that I am the 
finest geutlcman sbe ever beheld. 

1 have found a warm kiss now~ 
and-theu very kindly taken. 

I might be avery wicked fellow, 
Jack, if I were to do all the mil- 
chief in my power. Untlam ever- 
more for quitting a too easy prey 
to reptile rakes. What but dilfi- 
cnlty (though the lady is an angel) 
engages nie to so muuh perseve^ 
rancc here? And liere, cnn'/aer or 
die', is now the determination. 

I iiAVEJust now parted with this 
honest widow. She called upon 
me at my new lodgings, I told 
her, that I saw I must be further 
obliged to her in the course of this 
diScuIt affair. She must allow 
me to make lier a handsome pre- 
sent when all was hapjiily over. 
But 1 deair«^d ^ "Caai. alie would take 
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tveenue, nul even Id her aunt; 
that she, as 1 saw, was in 
power of Miss Rawlins ; aud MiBs 
RkwlioB beiitg a maideji gcntle- 
woEoaa, knew not the n'//lii and 
the ^( in matrimooial matters, as 
she, mj dear widow, did. 

Very tme: how should she? said 
Mrs. Bevis , proud of knowing — 
nothing! But, for ber ptirt, she 
deeirea no present. Itwasenoagh 
if she could contribute to reaoncUe 
man and wife, and disappoint 
misehief mnkera. She douhted 
not that such an envious creature 
as Miss Howe was glad that Mrs. 
Lorelace had eloped — jealonsy 
and lore woj Old Nick 1 

See Belt'ord, how charmingly 
things work between me and my 
new acquaintance the widow! — 
Who knows, bnt that she may, 
after a little further intimacy, 
(though ] am banished the house 
on nights) contrive a midnight 
visit for me to my wife, when all 
ie still and fast asleep? 

Where can a woman be safe, 
who has once entered the lists 
with a contriving and intrepid 
lover? 

£ut as to this letter, methinks 
thousayest, ofMissRowe? 

I knew thou wouldst be uneasy 
lornte: but did not I tell thee that 
Ibad provided for everything? 
That r always took care to keep 
seals entire, and to preserve 
covers?* Was it not easy then, 
thinkest thou, to contrive a 
sborter letter out of a longer J and 
to copy the very words? 

• oan tell tbee, it was so well 
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ordered, that; not lieitig soFpWtei^ 
to have been in my hands , it was "" 
not easy to find me out. Had it 
been my beloved's hand, there 
would have been no imitating it, 
for such a length. Her delicate 
and even mind la seen in the very 
cut of her letters. Miss Howes 
hand is no bad one; but it is not 
so equal and regular. That little 
devil's natural impatience hurry- 
ing on her fingers, (rave, 1 sup- 
Eose, from the begmning, her 
and-writing , as well as the rest 
of her, its iits and starts, and 
those peculiarities, which, like 
strong muscular lines in a face, 
neither the pen, nor the pencil 

Haat thou a mind to see what it 
was 1 permitted Miss Ho we to write 
to her lovely friend? Why then 
read it here, as extracted from 
her's of Wednesday last, with k 
few additions of my own, Th{(, 
additions underscored. 



I 



Yott will perhaps think, that I 
have been too long silent. But I 
had be^n two letters at different 
times smce my last, and written a 
great deal eauh time; and with 
spirit enough, I assure yon; in- 
censed as IwBs against the ab- 
ominahle wretch you are with, 
particularly on reading yours of 
the 2lst of the past month. 

The FiHST I intended to keep 
open till I could give you some 
account of my ijtOGeedm'ei '•ri'iSi 
Mrs.ToiTOaen4. W.waaaomLp.ia^* 
before 1 eaw tw. wxi "C^ xcKrs.-^ 
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*&iehl B*pft(fe •gtvteg me time' to' 
re-peroae what I had written, I^ 
thought it proper to lajr that' 
ftside, and to write in a style aj 
little lesB fervent: for yon would 
hnre blamed me, I knew, for the 
freedom of Bomeof myeipreaBiona 
[eieorations if you please.] And 
when 1 had gone a good way in 
the HECoND, the change in yonr 
prospectB, ou his communicating 
to yon Mias Montague's letter, and 
bis better behaviour, occaBloning 
a chanse in your mind , I laid that 
aside also: and in this uncertainty 
tliought I wonld wait to see the 
issue of affairs between you be- 
fore I wrote again; believing that 
all would eoon he decided oneway 



down; and watuhing 
writing to a fellow. What need 1 
[she aaka me] lock myself in**, if I 
am only reading paat correepond- 
enees? For that ia my pretence, 
when she cornea poking in with 
her face sharpened to an edge , as 
I may say, Tjy a curioaity that 
gives her more pain than pleasure 
— the Lord forgive me; but I be- 
lieve I shall huff her next time she 



Doyouforgive me loo, my dear. 
My mother ought; beeauae she 
Hayfl I am my father's girl; and 
because I am sure I am here. 

Upon mij life, viij dear, lamsiime- 

limes of'ipinSon, that this vile man 

' Gee p. 19. *■ Pago 21. 



' tu(M 'rapahU nf meenmg you lUtha- 
ninir. Wben I loat iMick HWun to 
pamcim'luct, JcaniMlielpthinldmi 
so; what a oillain if la I — Bui nme 
I hope, anil verily believe, thai ht 
Itaa laid aside >adl fhaughti. Mf 
reaiont far both opmiaru I leSl gift 

Furtliefirsl; toinil, lliatkehadil 
nnce In hv head to faJv you at ai- 
vanlage, if he cimld, I a-nsider*, 
Mar pride, revenge, and a delight 
to tread in unbeaten paths, are 
principal ingredients in the cha- 
racter of this finished libertine. 
He hatea all your family, yourself 
excepted — yet is a savage in 
love. Hia pride, and the credit 
which a few plausible qualities 
sprinkled among his odioua ones, 
have given him , nave secured him 
too good a reception fromoureye- 
jtidging, onr undistingnisbing, 
our self- flattering, our tao-eon- 
iiding sex, to make asaidnity and 
obaequiousncsB, and a conquest 
of his unruly paBBione, any part of 
his study. 

Ho has some reason for his ani- 
mosity toall the men^ and to one 
woman, of your family. He has 
always shewn you and hia own 
family too, that he prefers his 
pride to hia interest. He is a de- 
clared marriage-hater; a notori- 
ous intriguer; fiill of his inven- 
tions, and glorying in tliem. As 
his vanity had made him imagine, 
that no woman could be proof 
against hia love, no wonder that 
he struggled like a lion held in 
toils**, against a passion that be 
thought not returned***; hence, 
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perhaps, it h not difficult to be- 
lieve, that it became pOBBible for 
Bucb s wretch as this to give way 
to his old prejudices agaiust mar- 
TiBge; and to that revenge whidi 
had alnavB been a first poaaion 



( fm- 



with him.' 

And hem 
his delaja. 
brining yon to bear nith his 
lodfing in the same house: his 
making you pass to the people of 
it aa htH wife ; hia briagiiiK you in- 
to the company of his libertine 
eompamons; the attempt of im- 
pOMng upon you tliat Miss Par- 
tingtwi for a liedfellow, &c. 

Ml/ reaionn ftir a eunlriiry npi- 
. ihut he is nine resolved 
Id do guu all thejiulice in Us puicer 
taiiogou; are these: that he sees 
that all fais own family'^^ have 
wsimly engaged tbemselvea in 

Kur cause : that the horrid wretch 
'esjou; with such a love, hom- 
«Dcr,a3UerodlovedhisMarianine: 
that, on inquiry, I find it to be true, 
that Coonaellor Williams (whom 
Mr. Hickman linows to be a man 
his profession) has 
actually as good as finished the 
tettlements: that two drafts of 
tbem have been made . 
edly to be sent to this venj Captain 
Tomlimon; and I find, that 
licence has actually been moi 
than once endeavoured to he ob- 
tained, and that difficulties have 
hitherto been made equally^ to 
Lovelace's ve^tation and disap- 
pointment My mother's proctor, 
who is very intimate with the 
proctor applied to by the ' ' 



Mr, ^B 

i 



hau come at this information, 
confidence; and hints, that aa Mr. 
Lovelace is a man of high for- 
tunes, these difficulties will pro- 
bably be got over. 

Iliad once re»ntveil In maks strict 
inqidry aJjuul Tumlineun; and Still, "M 
if you will, yaur uncle's faeoHtits r 
housekeeper may be sounded at dii-J^ 

I know lliat Ike mailer is so laid*, 
that Mra. Uodgea is supposed to 
know nothing of the treaty set on 
foot by means of Oapt. Tomlinson. 
But your uncle is an old mun**^ 
and old men imagine themaelvCB 
to he under obligation to their 
paramours, if younger than them- 
selves, and seldom keep any thing 
from their knowledge — yet me- 
thinks, there can be no need ; since 
Tomlinson, as you describe him, 
is so good a man, and so much of 
a gentleman; the end to be an- 
swered by his being an impostor 
so much more than necessary, if 
Lovelace haa villainy in his bead. 
-' And then what he communi- 
cated to you of Mr.Hickman'sap- 
Slication to your uncle, and of 
lrs.Norton'Btoyonrmother(Bome 
of which particulars 1 am satisfied 
hta vile agent JosephLbman could 
not reveal to his viler employer) 
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.. your uncle; whicn 
could not answer any wicked 
purpose for him to do ; and what 
lie writes of your uncle'a proposal, 
to have it thought that you were 
married from the time that you 
had lived in one bouae ■tog,ft\k'«.% 
and that to be maAe \o *.^aft -^riai' 

•Segp. aa, ••'B»«aM.- 
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the time of Mr. Hickman'a Tiait to 
your luiele; the iuBJBting on 'a 
trusty person's being present at 
the ceremony, at that uncle's nr 
mination — these things Enake m 
asmred lltaS he now at ia$l meat 
honourably. 

But if any unexpeeled lielai 
tkoyiM happen an Ids side, aequaii 
me, my dear, wtlh the ve>-y aire 
inhere Mrs. Sinclair lives; and where 
Mrs, Fretehvill^» house is situated 
(which I cannot find that yon Iiave 
evwmenlioned in your former letters 
— lUfticA IS a little odd); and J mil 
make strict inqairiea of them, and of 
Tomtinson too; and I will (if your 
heart teill let you lajte my advice) 
soimpraeure you a refuge from Mra 
vjithMrs. Tawnsend. 

£ul why do I now, when you seem 
loheinso good a train, puz^leand 
perplex you icith my'retrospectiona! , 
Jtid yet tlwy may lie of use to you, if 
any delay hnppen on his part. ^^^ rewarded for their viUainy with 

But thai I think cannot well be. the best of the sei, when the worat 
What you Itave therefore now to do, of it are too good for them. 
is to to behave to this proud-sfririled i sh&W send this long letter by 
wretch, as may lamsh from his mind Coliinst, who changes his day to 
all remembrance of past diaobhga- oblige me. As none of our letters 
tionB*,and to receive his addresses, by Wilson's conveyance bavamis- 
asthoseofabetrothed lover. You carried, when you have been in 
will incur the cenauro of pru-ifnore apparently disagreeable 
dery and affectation , if you keep , sitaationB than yon are in at pre- 
bim at that diatauoe winch youjsent, I haoe no doubt that this v/ia 
bare hitherto kept him at. ais^g^g^^^^ 

sudden (and as suddenly re-| M iaa Lard nerfff whom yon have 
covered) illness haa given him an ' gen at her couBin Biddulph'sjaaw 
opportunity to find out that you jan at St, James's ehnrch on Sun- 
love bim [alasl my dear, I knew day was fortnight. Shekeptyon 
you loved bimlj He has Be''-"'"^ ■ ' - - - j - ■- - ■■- — ■--■- --— - 
■A change bis nature, and 



love and gentleness. Aiidno tii' 
ijiiarrelsnow, I beseech you, 

I am very angry witlt him , nener- 
theless, for the freedamt wUeh fc 
took with your person* ; and litdnb 
"<me guard is necessary, as Iieir 
certainly an encroaoher. But indeed 
all men are so ; and you are surh 
charming creature, and have kept 
him at such a distance I — But no 
more of this subject. Only,mydear, 
be not oeer-nice,nott! you are so near 
''' - what diffieullies 



mentH, no new causes of doubt**, 
your reputation in the eye of the 
world IB concerned, tiiat yon 
should be his, and, as your uncle 
rightly judges, be thought to have 
beenhiK, before now. And vet, let 
me tell you, I can hardly bear frt 
think, that these libertines should 
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her eye during the whole time; 
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itconldnot once obtain tbe no-' 

« of yoWB, though she courtBied 

you twice. She thouglit to pay 

u complimenta to you tthea the 

rice waa over; for she doubted 

,but yon were married — and 

an odd reason ^ — becauBe yon 

ne to church by yourself. — 

ery eye, as usual wnetever you 

I, she said, was upon you: and 

ji seeming to give you hurry, 

nd you being nearer the lioot 

Ikuisbe, you slid nut before she 

Mold go to you. But she ordered 

tBTflerrant to follow you till you 

ifere boused. This aprvaat saw 

Cislep into a chair which waited 
yon; and you ordered the men 
lo carry you to the place where 
titty took you up. She descrilies 
mknue aa a very genteel house, 
ttlGt to receive people of fashion: 
nd »iat malces me mention this is, 
ta perhapt ynv will have a visit 
flmJcr; or message,' at least. 
ifc that 3011 have Mr.Dnleman's 
Wmmy til the credit of the hmxe 
l^people you are with; antt he vt 
*man of fortune and some repu- 
Wioa; formerly a rake indeed; 
tW married to a womaiiof family: 
■tl having had a palsy blow, one 
toold tbink , a penitent *. You 
ta»e ahl lUr. Kenmll'ii ill ieanf 
tmotUatimony : Mr, Tomlinson's ; 
"^tuno, lastly , Miss Lanlner's; fo 
Iht (here will be tite less need fur 
fajnfry: but y"« kruiw my bufi/ am! 
fAvbilive feraper, as icell ok my 
jftcfWHi ftr you , and mi/ concern , 
(if your honour. SnI all daiibt will 
Awn be Intt in certainty. 
tlwtrlheUsit 1 must add, thai' J 



I irould haae you command me u 
if I can be of the least eerTice 
pleasure to you*. I value not 
fame; I value not ceuaure; nor 
even life itself, I verily think, as 
1 do yonr honour and yoor friend- 
ship — for is not your honour my 
honour? And is not your friend- 
ship the pride of ray life? 

May heaven preserve you , my 
dearest creature, in honour and 
safety, is the prayer, the hourly 
prayer, of 

Your over faithful and 
affectionate 

Tbaraa^j. mom. B. Amka Uowk. 

1 have written all night. Excuse 
indifferent writing. Mycromquilln 
are worn Cii tim stunipn, and t 
wist get a neiv supply. 
These ladies always write with 
crow quills, Jack. 

U thou art capable of taking iu 
all my prnuidenees in this letter, 
thou wilt admire my sagacity and 
Gontrivauce almost as much aa 1 
do myself. Thou seest, that Miss 
Lardner, Mrs. Sinclair, Tomlin- 
son, Mrs. Fretchville, Mennell, are 
all mentioned in it. My first liber- 
ties with her person also [modesty, 
modesty, Beuord, I doubt is more 
confiped to time, place, and oc- 
casion, even bv the most delicate 
minds, than tnose minds would 
have iC believed to be]. And why 
all these taken notice of by me 
from the genuine letter, but for 
fear some future letter from the 
vixen should escape my bauds, in 
which she might rater to th 
names'; AuiViiuoiYft oi'Caem-" 
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to hsve beea found in this that is 
to pass for hers I migbt be routed 
/•orse and faoi, as Lord M. would 
phrase it in a like case. 

Derilish hard (and yet I may . „ - - 

thauk myaeif) tobeputtoallthit[|''«a''' " letter last night to 
p[Bgae and trouble; — and'fori'^^'Ttsd to the post-house, asuu 
mkat doat thou aak? — Jack, for mnruing. directed for Miss Uttwe, 
mph of more value to mcU^der cover to Hickman. Idarfl 



/f/^irfianrfthaDanimperiah 
— Don't ask me the value of it i 
monik heitfe. But what indeed 
an imperial crown itself, when 



1 aay neither cover nor letter will 
J aeen to have been opened. The 
g contents but eight lines- — ^toan 
a — "the receipt of her douilfl- 
maiiisuseaioiti' dated letter in safety; and re- 

Miss Howe might well he an- ferring to a longer letter, whidi 
lious about Ihe letter she nrote. "te intends to write, when she 
Her sweet friend, from what I *hall haveaquieterheart,andl«« 
have let pass of hers, has reason trembling fingers. But meotioni 
to rejoice in the thought that it 1 ^o^i^fi'iS to have happened (nff 
fell not into my hands. detecting her she ' ' 



her very great llutten, 
cumusious, and apprehensiooi: 
but which she will wait the iaeiu 
of faome hopes for me beoce, 
Jack ! I before she gives hei b^ 
perturbation or concern on hsr 
account. — She tells her how in- 
patient she shall be for btf 



And now must all my 

trivances be set at work to inter- 
cept the eipected letter from Sliss 
Howe; which is, aslsuppose, to 
direct her to a place of saiety, and 
out of myknowledge. Mra, Town- 
send is, no doubt, in this case, to 
emuggte her off: I hope the 
u/Woin, as 1 am 80 frequently called 

twogirla. n- ■ 

able to manage this point. . 

But what, perhaps, thouaskest, i ^*^^^ Ajvnco i]uui;irru on \nvn 
if the lady should take it into her ■ alarming hints j since thecurloti^ 
head, by the connivance of Miasl'>f ^^'^^ o spirit must have been 
" " ■ -—■■■--'- —-■--' • y,gj,_ I 

outthatofmy beloved, put under 
the same cover the following short 
billet; inscriptive and concluave 
parts of it in her own words. 



Bawlins, to quit this house pri- , Prodigiously excited bv 
vately in the nightV Haying therefore so good 



1 bave thought of this. Jack. 
Does not Will lie in the house? 
And is not the widow Bevis my 
tux friend? 



( Uaca ohLy , tiU calmer 
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^^ aod quieter fingers be|a CtABissiV — And who knows, 

Uitediae,aiidlJllIcaneetOTer but kind fortune, as & reward for 
3 shock which your intelligence my perBeverance, may tosa me in 
I given nie^to acquaint you her churming friend? Less likely 
fliat your kind long letter of' things have come to pass, Bel- ' 
ednesday, and, as I may say, of fordT! And to be sure I shall have 
tond&y morning, is come safe her ,% I resolve upon it. 
myhimds. On recefpt of yours, 
■ mj mesBeoger to you, I sent for I 
from Wilsou's. There, thanki j^^ j_^„g, 
EKrenl it lay. May that Heaven' 
•ardyouforallyourpuat, and Eieiit o'ciotii. Sai. morn. Juao jo. ^ 

rsUyouri'nlm'ffd, goodness to I ah come back from Mrs. 
Your for-ever obliged Moore's , whitber I went in order 

Cl. UAtiLowE. to attend my charmer's commands. 
But no admittance — a very bad 
I took great pains in writing night, 

is. It cannot, 1 nope, be suspect- Doubtless she must bo as much 
L Her hand is so rerj delicate, concerned, that she has carried 
!et he™ is written leas beauti-|her resentments so very far, as I 
illy than she usually writes; and | have reason to be, that I made 
bope Miss Howe will allow some- such poor use of the opportunity I 
liac for liurrg of spirit , and vn- had on Wednesday night. 
tody fingem. But now, Jack, tor abrief review 

HyconsidcrationforMiBsHowe's'of my present situation; and a 
1W o^fflindeiteudedatitl further 'slight hmt or two of my precau- 
«& to the instance I have men- tions. 

>ned. I have seen the women this 

That this billet might be with morning, and find them half-right, 
Kt ftB soon as possible, (and be- half- doubting. 
[gre it oonld have reached Hick- Miss Hawhns's brother tells her, 
BU bT the post) I dispatched it that she liriet at Mrs. Moore's. 
*w«y py a servant of Mowbray's. Mrs. Moore can do nothing 
SisB Howe, had there been any without Miss Bawlins. 
bilore or delay, might, as tbou People wbo keep lodgings at 
liltthiak.harecommunicatedher public places expect to get by 
mieties to her fugitive friend; every one who comes into their 
md the to me perhaps in a way 1 1 purlieus. Though not permitted 
■hould not have been pleased to lodge there myself, I have en- 
riih. gagea all the rooms she has to 

Once more wilt thou wonder- 1 spare , to the very garrets; and 
inely question ^all this pains for Ibnl, as I have tuld thee hefoTO,., 
"Moglegirl? (for a month certam, a.n4 a.\.\iet 

Yu^ t^ot — bat ti not this girl', own price, boaid 'mtt\vi4e&', 'i^y 
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spouse's and all: but she must noti will take partJcular notice of all 
at present know it. So 1 hope lithe moles and frecklea iu bei 
hace Mra. Moore fast iy the iit- mind; and then in/er and (i™/7, 
leresl. The widow Bevis, ua I have 

Tbie , devit-like, is soiting told thee, ia all my own. 
temptationa to inclinations. Mj man Will lies in the house. 

I have alwaya ohaerved , dBd, I My other new fellow attends npon 
belieTe, I have hinted aa much me; and cannot therefore be quite 
formerly,* that all dealers, though stupid. 

but for pins , may be taken in by Already is Will over head and 
custotnevB for pins, sooner than ears in love with one of Mib. 
by a direct bribe of ten times the Moore's maids. He was atmck 
value; especiiiUy if pretenders to with her the moment he set iiis 
eonBcience:fortheoffer of abribe eyes upon her. A raw countr} 
would not only give room forwenchtoo. Butall women, from 
suspicion, bnt would startle and the countess to the cook-maid, 
alarm theirscrapulouBness; while are put into high good hnmoQi 
a high price paid for what you with themselves when a man ii 
buy, is but submitting to be taken with them at first sight. Be 
cheated in the method the person they ever so plain [no woman can 
makes a profeasiou to get by. beuy/i/, Jack!) they'll find tweotj 
Have I not said that human na- good reasons, besides the gresl 
ture is a rogue?** — And do not one (/or .'oie'.' note) by the helpol 
Iknovr thatit is? the glass without, (and perhaps » 

To give a higher instance, how spite of it) and conceit within, U 
many proud senators in the year justify the honest feliow'a capliaa 
1720, were induced, by presents "The rogue has saved 160 til 
or Bubacriptiona of South Sea my service— more by 50 than] 
Stock, to contribute to a scheme bid him save. No donbt, he thinki 
big with national ruin; who yet'he migM have done so; though ] 
would have spumed the man who [ believe not worth a groat. "Thi 
should have presumed to offer beat of masters 1 — passionate 
them even twice the sum certain, indeed; but soon appeased." 
that they had a chance to gain by The wench is extremely kind ti 
the Stock? — But to return to my him already. The other mtud i 
revie-i', Mii to my pi-fi'iiuliims. also very civil to him. Uebas ; 

Miss Rawlins fluctuates, aa she husband for lier in his eye. Sh< 
hears the lady's story, or as she cannot butsay, that Mr. Andrew 
hears mine. Somewhat of an in- mj^ other servant , Jthe girl is fo 
fidel I doubt, is this Miss Rawlins, fixing the persun] is a very well 
I have not yet considered AfFrlspokencivilyoangman. 
foible. The next time I see her, I j "We common folks have ou 
OS '. ioyBiWoA i^\eo,4ft -jovH lioQQur, say 

^ g5^_ \'\i0tte5l Joae^t^wii'-^^i^i'*-***'!' 



letters Lave."'* And true, says 
lonest Joseph, — Did 1 prefer 
s9 to difficulty, I shoald envy 
ese low boru sinaerB aome of 
Eirjoys. 

Bat if WiE bad -wi made amor- 
iB pretensions to the weneliea, 
t all knoir, that serranls, united 
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Ue inljinate the moment they 
oneartother — great gen ealogiata 
too; they know immediately the 
whole' km and kitt'a kiu of each 
Vtber, rliongh disporoed over tl 
tkree kingdoms, as well as tl 
pnealogiea and kin's kin of thoi 
tkomthey serve. 

Bat my precautiona end not 
bece. 

Jack, with such an invention, 
■bat occasion had I to carry my 
belored to Mrs. Sinclair's? 

She may hare further occasion 
for the messengers whom she dis- 
patched, one to MisB Howe, the 
otter to Wilson'fl, With on 
tbeae Will is already well 
quunted, as thou hast heard — to 
aingle liquor is to mingle eouli 
ViBithesefelbwB — withtbeother 
OMsenger he will soon be ac- 
quainted, if he be not already. 

The captain's servant has hia 
ues and instructiona assigned 
him. ] hare hinted at some of 
them already.** fie also serres 
a most humane and considerate 
master. I lore to make every 
body respected to my power. 

Tbo post, geueral and penny, 
wiU be strictly watched likewise. 

Hiss Howe's Collins is remem- 



bered to bo described. MissUowc'i' 
and Hickman's lireries also. 

James Haitowe and Singleton 
are warned against, J am to be 
acquainted with any inquiry that 
sball happen to be made after the 
ladyf whether by her ir 
maiden name, before .v/u: shall be j 
told of it — and this that I may A 
bare it in my power to n 

I have ordered Mowhrar and 
ToDrviUe<and Bel ton, if his health 
permit) to take their quarters at 
llan)pstead for a week, witli their 
fellows to attend tJkem. I spare 
thee for the present, because of 
thy prirate Concerns. But hold 
thyself in cheerful readiness, how- 
over, as a mark of thy alUgiance. 

As to my belored herself, has 
she not reason to be pleased with 
me for having permitted lier to re- 
ceive Miss Howe's letter from 
Wilson'si' A plam case, either 
that I am no deep plotter, or that 
1 bare no further views than to 
make my peace with her for an 
offence so slight and so uccvlental. 

Miss Hone says, though pre- 
faced with an alas! that her 
charming iiiend loves me: she 
must therefore yearn after this re- 
conciliation — prospects so fair — 
i she used me with less rigour, 
ind more politeness; ifshe shewed 
Tie any Kimipandim; seemed in- 
clinable to spare me, and to make 
the most favourable cons tractions, 
1 cannot but say, that it would be 
impossible not to shew her some. 
But to be insulted aud de.&&d.^ a. 
rebel in one's powet , ■wVa.X.^wy 
cau bear tliafi 
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But I retarn to the Bcene of ac 
tion. I muat keep the wome: 
steady. I had no opportimity t' 
talk to my worthy Mrs. Bevia ii 
private. 

Tomlinaon, a dog, not com 
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to be over, happily over, that I 
may ait dowu quietly, and reflect 
upoa the dangers I have pateed 
through, and the troubles 1 have 
undergone. I have a rr/UvHny 
mind, as tbou knoweat; but the 
very word refleclinij implies all got 

What briars and tboms does 
the wretch rush into (a scratched 
face and tattered 'garmeata the 
unavoidable conaequeuee) who 
will nee da be for striking out a 
new path through overgrown 
underwood; quiUing that beaten 
out for him by those who have 
travelled the aame road before 

A VISIT from the widow Bevia, 
in my own apartment. She tells 
me, that the lady had thought! 
last night, after I was gone to my 
lodgings, of removing from Mra. 
Moore'a. 

1 almost wish she had attempted 

to do BO. 

Miss Rawlins, it BeemB,who was 
applied to upon it, dissuaded her 
from it. 

Mrs. Moore also, though she 
did not own that Will lay in the 
bouse, (or rather sat up in it, 
courting) set before her the diffi- 
culties, which, in her opinion, ahe 
would have to get clear off, with- 
out my knowledge; aesuring ber, 
that stie Qould be no where more 
safe than with her, till she had 
fixed whither to go. .And the lady 
heiseU tetoUetted , that if she 



Miaa RAWLiKa at her brotber'a: 
Mra. Moore engaged in household 
mattera; widow Bevis dressing; 
I have Dothing to do but write. 
This cursed Tomlinaon not yet 
arrived! — Nothing to be done 
without him. 

I think he shaU complain in 
pretty high language of the treat- 
ment he met with yesterday. 
"What are our affairs to him? 
He can have no view but to serve 
OS. Cruel to aend back to town, 
un-aii.dienced, nnseen, a man of 
his husineaa and imnortauce. He 
never stirs a foot , but something 
of consequence depends upon his 
movements. A confounded thing 
to trifle thus humorsoroely witH 
Buch a gentleman's moments! — 
These women think, that all the 
business of the world muat stand 
still for their /iijariex: (a good 
female word. Jack!] the greatcBt 
triflers in the creation, to fancy 
themselves the most important 
beings in it — marry come up I aa 
I have heard Goody Sorliugs say 
to her aervanta, when she has 
rated at them, with mingled anger 

and djsdmn." . .. .. _ 

After all, metliiuksl want tlieBe\Nien.t,6\ieiitt^\.m«a "Cat ev^iiXR,^ 
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letter from her dear friend MisBj 
Howe! which, na ebe owned. 
to direct her future steps. 

She EQUSt also surely have some 
eniiosit; to know what heruncle'B 
Mend D&d to say to her from her 
nncle , contemptuouelj' as she 
yesterday troitted a man of his 
unportaoce. Nor could she, 1 
■honld think, be absolutely deter- 
mined to put herself out of tlie 
way of receiving the visits of two 
of the priacipal ladies of my 
bmily, aud to Break entirely with 
me in the face of them all. ^- 
fieaidea, whither could she have 
gone? — Moreover, Mias Howe's 
fetter comiDs (after her elope- 
nent) eo safely to her hands, must 
inrely put her into a more con- 
fiding t«mper with me, and with 
evei^oneeke, though she would 
not immediately own it. 

Bat these good folks have bo 
Utile charity 1 — Are such severe 
omsnTerel — YetwboiHofts.)/u(e/'/ 

Cfeetf — It were to he wished, 
rever, Ibnt the;/ icoulH be bo 
modest as to dotibt themselves 
wmetimes ; then would they allow 
Sh others, as others (excellent as 
tkey imaeine themaelvca to be) 
miut for them. 



iwill make this fellow cbb^, if tle^ 
behave to my liking in thia^' 

I sent ap_ the moment he 
She desired to be escused re- 
ceiving hia visit till fonr this after- 

Intolerable'. — No considera- 
tion! — None at all in this sex, 
when their cursed humours are in 
the wayl — Pay-day, ■pa.j-hiur, 
rather, will come! — that it 

The captain is in a pet. Who 
can hiame him ? Even the women 
think a man of his consequeiiCB, 
and generously coming to serve 
11/ , nardly uaed. Would to 
Heaven she had attempted to get 
olTlast night! The women not my 
enemies, who knows but the hus- 
band's exerted authority might 
have met with such connivance, as 
might have concluded either in 
ing her back to her former 
' I consummation at 
u spite of exclama- 
id the rest of the 
female obsec rations' 

My beloved has not appeared to 
'anybody this day, except to Mrs. 
Moore. Is, it seems, extremely 
■ iw: unfit for the interesting 
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lodgings , 
Mrs. Moon 



ToMLiNsON at last is come. 
Forced to ride five miles about 
(though I shall impute his delay' 
to great and important business) 
to avoid the sight of two or three | 
impertinent rascals, who, little 
thinking whose affairs he was em- 1 
ployed in, wanted to obtrude I 
liiemBelTBs apoa him, 1 think I| 



versation that ia to be held m the 
afternoon. Longs to hear from 
her dear friend Miss Howe — yet 
cannot expect a letter for a di 
two. Has a bad opinion o 
mankind. — No wonder! — 
ceilent creature as she is! with < 
shq\i a father , such unc/es, auch a 
brnthei; asshehas! 

How does eVieXooV.'i 

Better tban ccra\i"^e. ci^fetiw.^ 






These tender doves kaow not, 
till put to it , what they can bear ; 
eBpeciaiiy when engaged in love- 
affaira ; and their attention wholly 
engrossed. But the Bex love busy 
scenes. Still life is their aver- 
sion. A woman will create a storm, 
TStber than be without one. So 
that they can preside iu the whirl- 
wind, and direct it, th^y arc 
happy. — But my beloved's mis- 
fortune is, that she must live in 
tumults; yet neither raise them 
herself, nor be able to control 



SbI. nlgiit, Jane 10. | 

What will be the issue of all 
my ploU and contrivances , devil 
take me if I am able to divine. 
But 1 will not, aa Lord M. would 
say, fnrssliill mi/ uioii tnarkel. 

Atfour, the ;aiipointed hour, I 
sent up, to desire admittance in 
the captain's name and my ovm, 

She would wait upon the cap- 
tain presently; [not upon me/] 
and in the parlour, ifit were not 
engaged. 

The dining-room being mine, 
perhaps that was the reason of her 
naming the parlour — mighty 
niceagftin, if go 1— No good sign 
for mc, thought I, this stiff 
punctilio. 

In the parlour with me and the 
captain, were Mrs. Moore, Misa 
Rawi'ws, and Mrs. BeviB. 
The women e&iA, (hey would 



withdraw when the lady ci 

Ijn:el. Not escept she chooses 
you should , ladies — people who 
are ao much above-board as I am, 
need not make secrets of anv of 
their affairs. Besides, you three 
ladies are now acquainted with all 



Copt. I have some things to say 
to yonr lady, thot perhapa she 
would not herself choose tliatsnj 
body should hear; not even ijuu, 
Mr. Lovelace, as you and her 
family are not ui>on such a good 
foot of understanding as were tc 
be wished. 

Lavd. Well, well, captaiD.l 
must submit. Give us a sign ta 
withdraw; and we will wiUi' 

It waa better that the exclusion 
of the women should cijme from 
him, than from me. 

Cupi. 1 will bow, and wave my 
hand, thus — when I wish to bo 
aJone with the lady. Her micU 
doata upon ber. I hope, Mr. 
Lovelace, you will not makeaie- 
conciliation more difficult, for the 
eamestness which my dear friend 
shews to bring it to IJear. Bnt in 
deed I must tell you , as / li-ld i/au 
more than oiice befi-re, that I 'am ' 

afraid you have made lighter of 
the ocoaaioii of this misunder- 
atanding to me, than it ought to 
have been made. 

LiiveL I hope, Captain Tom- 
iinson, you do not question my 
veracity I 

Capt. 1 beg yonr pardon, Mr. 
Lovelnce — but those things 
\ wli\c\i vi e TOira msc^ \^u!e,X\^du-j 
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\,y not be light to a. woman 
.cacy. — And tiien, if you 
jund jTouiaelf bj a tow, yon 

I Rawlina bridling, her lipa 
(bat her mouth stretched 
jnile of approbation, the 
' for not buttoniDgl tiicitly 
d herself pleased with the 
a Ibr his delicacy. 
. Moore routd speak — eeri/ 
however, waa all she said 
motion of her head that ei- 
d the bow-approbatory. 
my part, eaid the jolly 
', staring, with eyes as big 
;s, I Jtnow what I know — 
lOQ and wife are man and 
or they are not man and 
~- 1 have no notion of stand- 
here she comes! cried one, 
ig her chamber-door open 
eshecomes! another, hear- 
ehat after her ^ and down 
the angel among ua. 
all stood up, bowing and 
laying; and could not help 
ahe entered with such an an' 
nmanded all our re7ereuce. 
be captain looked plaguy 

Fray keep your seat8,Iadiea 
ay do not go. [For they 
offers to withdraw; yet Misa 
OS would have burst, had 
!en suffered to retire.] Be- 
hia time you hace heard all 
ary, I make no doubt — pray 
liouT seats — at least all Mr. 

ery aaucy and whimsical be- 

ig, thought I. 

£. T/amliosoa, j-our seiTjiut, 
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addressing herself to him with in- 
imitable diguity. I hope you did 
not take amiss my declininK your 
viait yesterday. I was really in- 
capable of talking upon aoy sub- 
ject that required attention. 

Capt. I am glad I aee you better 
now, madam. I hope I do. 

CI. Indeed I am not well. 1 
would not have escused myself 
from attending you some hours 
ago, bnt in hopes I should have 
been better. I beg your pardon, 
sir, for the trouble I have given 
you; and shall the rather eipect 
it, as this daij 'Hit, I hope, conciuile 
it all. 

Thus set; thus determined; 
thought I — yet to have alejit 
upon it! — But, as what she said 
was capable of a good, as well 
as a bad construction, I would 
not put an unfavourable one 
upon it. 

Liivel. The captain waa sorry, 
my dear, he did not offer hb at- 
tendance the moment he arrived 
yesterday. Ho waa afraid that 
jyou took it nmisa that he did 



CI. Perhaps I thought that my 
uncle's friend might have wished 
to aee me as soon as he came [how 
westaredlj — Bat, sir, [to me] it 
might he conveiiimtt ti you to do- 

The devil, thought I! — So 
there really was resentmeut, as 
well as head-ach, as tny good 
friend Mrs. Bevia observed, in her 
refusing to aee the honest gentle- 
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my reapecta to the lady the mo- 
ment I came — ! 

CI. Well, air, [iaterrapting him] 
to wave tliis; for I would not be 
thought captioua — if you have 
not suffered inconvenieace , in 
being obliged to come again, I 
shall be easy. 

Capt. [half-diBconcerted] A Utile 
inconvenience, 1 can't aay but 1 
have auffeted. I have, indeed, too 
many afiuirs upon my hands. But 
the Qeaire I have to serve you and 
Mr. Lovelace, as well as to oblige 
my dear friend your uncle Har-I 
loive, make great inconveniences, 
but small ones. 

CI. You are very obliging, air, 

— Here ia a great alteration since 
you parted nith[ns last. 

Capl. A greatone indeed, ma- 
dam 1 I was very much aurpriaed 
at it, on Thursday evening when 
Mr. Lovelace conducted me to 
your lodgings, where we hoped to 
find yoQ. 

CI, Have you any thing to aay 
to me, air, from my uncle himself, 
that requires my private earV 
Don't go, ladies [for the women 
Btood up, and offered to withdraw] 

— if Mr.Lovelaceataya, 1 am sure 
yov may. 

I frowned. I bit my lip. I 
looked at the women; and aliookj 
my head. 

Capt. I have nothing to offer, 
but what Mr. Lovelace is a party 
tOj and may hear, except onej 
private word or two, which maybe j 
postponed to the last. 

CI. Pray, ladies, keep yourj 
seats. — Ti/nga are altered, sii,' 
aioee I saw yoa. You can men-' 



Capt. You aurpriae me, i 
dami I am aony to hear this 
Sorry for your uncle's sakel - 



tioned tome, or — 

Lovel. Indeed, captain, indeed, 
ladies, I have told you great part 
of my atoiyl — And whatltold 
you of my offence was the truth : 
— what 1 concealed of my atory 
was only what I apprehended 
would, ifknown, cause V '~ ~ 
creature to be thought m 
Borioua than charitable. 

CI. Well, well, sir, aav what 
you please. Make tne as blaok u 
you please. Make yourself ai 
white as you can. I am not now in 
your power; that conaideration 
will comfort me for all. 

Capt. Ckid forbid that I should 
offer to plead inbehalf of acrime, 
thatawoman of virtue and honour 
cannot forgive! But surely, sure- 
ly, madam, this is going too 

I CI. Do not blame me. Captain 
Tomlinaon. 1 have a gooa opi- 
nion of you , aa my tmcle's friend, 
But if you are Mr. Loi-elace'* 
friend, that ia another 'thine; for 
my intereat and Mr. Lovelace's 
muet now be for ever separated, 

Capt. One word with you , ma- 
dam, ifyoupleaae — ofieriogto 

CI. You may say all that 
I p\eafle to t,&-j \«i<Ka V^^vb^ 
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to think me faulty: I should be 
riad that all the world knew my 
nBart. Let my enemiea sit in 
judgment upon toy actions ; fairly 
scanned I fear not the result. Let 
them even ask me mj moEt secret 
thoughts, eud, whether they make 
forme, or againat me, I wiil re- 
Teal them. 

Capt. Noble lady! whocanaay 
aa you say? 

The women held up their hands 
and eyes; each aa if she had said, 

No disorder here! said Miss 
Bawlins: but (judging by her own 
heart) a confounded deal of im- 
probability, I believe she thought. 

Finely .laid, to be sure, said the 
widow Bevis, shrugging hei 
■boulders. 

Mrs. Moore sighed. 
JftckBelford, thoughtl, knows 
all mine; and in this I am more in- 
genuous than auyof the three, and 
kfit match for this pnrsgOD.- 

Ct. How Mr.Lovelace has found 
me out here, I cannot tell. But 
such mean devices, eucb artt^il, 
such worse than Walthaoi dia- 
^uiees put on, to obtrude himself 
■ato my company; such bold, such 
rilDcking untruths — 

Cfml. The favour of but one 
trora, madam, in private — 

Inorderto support a right which 
he has not over mel — sir! 
Uapt. Tomlineon!— I thinklhave 
reason to say, that the man (there 
he stands I) is capableof any vilc- 
Bes»I — 

Tie womea looked upon one 
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another, anduponme, by turns, 
to see how I bore it, I had such 
darlings in myheadat the instant, 
that 1 thought I should have gone 
distracted. My braiu seemed on 
fire, What would I have given to 
have had her alone with me! — I 
traversed the room; my clenched 
fist to my forehead. that I bad 
any body here, thought 1, that 
Hercules-like, when fiaming in the 
tortures of IJejantra's poisoned 
shirt, I could tear in pieces ! 

Cop!. Dear lady! see you not 
how the poor gentleman^ Lord, 
how have 1 imposed upon your 
uncle, at this rate! How happy, 
did I tell him, I saw you! How 
bappy I was sure you would be in 
each other! 

CI. sir, you don't know bow 
many premeditated ofiencea I hail 
/'iiri/iL'CTi when Isaw you last, be- 
fore I could appear to you, what I 
boped then I might for the future 
be I — But now you may tell my 
uncle, if you please, thati cannot 
hope for nia mediation. Tell him, 
that my guilt , in giving this man 
an opportunity to spirit me away 
from my liieil, my experienced, my 
luttit'-n/ iriends, (harshly as they 
treated me) stares me every day i 
more and more in the face; and J 
atili the moi-e, as my fate seems to I 
be drawing to a crisis, according I 
to the malediction of my offended I 
father! 

And then she burst into tears, 
which eveuaffected that dog, who, 
brought to abet me, was riiraself 
all Belfoi-deil o-' 



out grief , as tViej mo \o\wi^ 
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out reason, by mere force of ex- 
ample [confound their prompti- 
tudes!] mu9t needs pull out theii 
handkerchiefe. The less wonder, 
however, as I myself, between 
confusion, surprise, and com 
could hardly stand it. 

What's a tender heartgoodforV 
— Who can be happy that has a 
feeling heart? — And yet thou'll 
say, thatbe whohasitnot, must 
be a tiger, and do man. 

C'api. Let me beg the favour of 
one word with you, madam, 
private; and that on my own 

The women hereupon offered to 
retire. She insisted, that if ih 
went, /should not stay. 

Capl. Sir, bowing to me, shall I 
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I hope, thought I, that I may 
trust tois solemn dog, instructed 
as he is. She does not doubt him. 
I'll stay out no longer than to give 
her time to spend ncr first fire. 

I thenpaaaively withdrew, with 
the women — but with such a bt 
to my goddess , that it won for i 
eve:y heart but that I wanted «ii 
towjn; forthe haughty maidbent 
not her knee in return. 

The converaation between the 
captain and the lady, when 
were retired, waste the following 
effect; they both talked loud 
enough for me to hear, them: the 
lady from anger, the captain with 
design; and thou mayest be sure 
there was no listener but myself. 
What I was imperfect in was sup- 
plied afterwards; for I had my 
vellum-leaved book to note all 
t/oivn, Jf she had kaomi this, pei- 



faapa she would have beea mora 
sparing of her invectives — and. 

batperliops neither. 

He told her, that aa her brother 
wasabsolately resolved to.seeber; 
and as he himself, in compliance 
with her uncle'sexpedient, had re- 
ported her marriage, and aa that 
report had reached the ears of 
Lord M.,LadyBetty, and the rest 
of my relations; and as he had 
been obliged, in conseqnence of 
his first report, to vouch it; and aa 
her brother might find out where 
she was, and apply to the women 
here, for a confirmation or refuta- 
tioM of the marriage; he had 
thought himself obliged to coun- 
tenance the report before the wo- 
men; that this bad embarrassed 
bimnot a little, as be would iiotfor 
the world that she should have 
cause to think him capable of pre- 
varication, contrivance, or double 
dealing: and that this made him 
desirous of a private conversation 
with her. 

It was true, she said, she had 
given her consent to such am ex- 
pedient, betievine it was her 
uncle's; and little thinking, that it 
would lead to so many errors. Yet 
she might have known, that oue 
error is frequently the parent of 
many. Mr. Lovelace had made 
hersensibleof the Lruthof that ob- 
servation, on more occaeions than 
one; and it was an observation, 
that he the captain had made, in 
one of tbe letters that was shewn 
her yesterday *. 

He hoped, thatshehadn. . 
trust of him ; that she had node 



lodoSH 



ilof his honour. If, madam, foa 

I jnspect me — if you think me cu- 
eable — what a man — Ihe Lord 
Be merciful to me — what a man 
Wast you think mel 
' I hope, sir, there cannot he a 
BBn in the world who could de- 
lerve to be enspected in such a 
Mse aa thia. I do n»( suspect you. 
[fit were possible there could bel 
ine such man, 1 am sure, Capl. 
{TomlinBOn, afather of children, a 
Jam in years, of senae and 
perience, cannot be that man. 

F He told me, that just then, he 

Wionght he felta sudden flash from 
her eye, an eye-bemn as he called 
h, dait through his shivering reins ; 
fuad he could not help tremSling. 

The dog's conscience, Jackt — 
BTothing elee I — I hare felt half a 
aoEen such flashes, such eye- 
ibeams, in as manj different con- 
versations with this soul-piercing 
Ibeanty. 

Uertincle, she maatown, was 
not accustomed to think of such 
jmedienta: but shehad reconciled 
this to herself, aa the case was iin- 
tappily uncommon; and by the 
Kgard he had for her honour. 

Thia set the puppy's heart at 
ease, and gave him more courage. 

\ She asked him, if he thought 

lliady Betty and Miss Montague 

|mtended her a visit? 

I He had no doubt but thej^ did. 

I Anddoeshe imagine, aaidshe, 
that I could be brought to counte- 

j: nance to them the report you have 

''' ^ren out? 

[/ had hoped to bring Jier to Ihin, 

Jaet.or xhe had not seen Ihdr lutlers. 

■ IMd told tbe oaptaia thgt I 
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believed I must give up this ex- 
pectation.] 

No. Ue believed, that I had not 
Bueh a thought. He was pretty 
sure , that I intended , when I saw 
lbeiii,to tell them (as in confidence) 
the uaked truth. 

He then told her, that her uncle 
had already made some steps to- 
wards a general reconciliation. 
The moment, madam, that he 
knows you are really marriud, he 
will enter into conference with 
your fiilher upon it; having ac- 
tually eipreased to your tuolJier, 
his desire to be reconciled to yon. 

And what, sir, said my mother? 
What said my rfear mother? 

With great emotion she asked 
this question; holding out her 
sweet face, as the captalu de- 
scribed her, with the most earnest 
attention, asif she would shorten 
the way which his words were to 
have to her heart. 

Your mother, madam, burst 
into tears upon It: and your uncle 
was so penetrated by her tender- 
ness, that he could not proceed 
with the subject. Rut he iatends 
to enter upou it with her in form, 
aa soon as he hears that the cere- 
mony is over. 

By the tone of her voice she 
wept. The dear creature, thought 
l,begins to relent! And I grudged 
the dog his eloquence. I could 
hardly bear the thought that any 
man breathing should have the 
power which 1 had lost, of per- 
suading this highaouled woman. 

though in my ownfevour. , 

wouldat tlioviftiinJt'A'* ftv\sTfciwi- J 
tion gave me mote uwiftwiift'* * 
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the moment, than I felt from her i day — there she Btopti andlsup- 

reproachea, violent as they were; poae turned away her face. 

or tbau I had pleasure in her bu^- I wonder ahe was not ashamed 

Cosed relenting. For there is to hint at what ahe thought bi 
eauty in every thing she Bays ahameful; and that toa tnan, ani 
and does; beanty in her passion ;: a^oiie with him. 
beauty in her tearsl — Had the; Capl. Farheitfromrae,inadain, 
eaptam been a young fellow, and t 
of rank and fortune, hit thro"' ' 
would have been ir 
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of A, 
O Capf. Tomlinson, said she, 

Jou know not whatlhave suffered 
y this man's strange wayal He 
had , as I was not ashamed to tell 
him yesterday, a. plain path be fare 
him. He at nrHt betrayed me into 
hiapowerr bnt when Twos in it — 
there she atopt. Then resuming 
— air, you know not what a 
strange man he has been! — An 
unpohte, a rough-mannered man ! 
- In disgrace of his birth, and 



to ofl'er to enter too closely into so 
tender a aubject. Mr. Lovelace 
owns, that you have reason to he 
displeased with him. But he bo 
solenmiy clears himaelf to me, of 
previeiliialed oSence — 

CI. He cannot clear himaelf, 
Capt. TomlinsoD. The people of 
the house must he very vile, as 
well aa be. I am convinced , that 
there was a wicked confederacy 
— hut no more upon such a sat- 
ject 

Capl. Only one word more, 
madam — he tells me, that you 
promised to pardon him. He tells 



education, and knowledge, 
polite man! — And ao acting, as 
if his worldly and personal ad- 
vantages aet him above those 
graces which distinguish a gentle- 



He knew , interrupted she , that 
he deserved not pardon, or he had 
not extorted that promise fttaa 
Nor had I given it to him, 
out to abield myself from the 
vileat outrage — 
The first woman that ever said, Capl. I could wish , madam , in- 
or that ever thought so of me, excusable aa his behaviour has 
that's my comfort, thoughtl!— been, since he has mimethinij to 
But this (spoken to her uncle's plead in the reiiaace he made 
friend behind my back) helps to upon your pniniise; that, for the 
heap up thy already too-fuU mea- sake of appearances to the world, 
sure, dearest! — It is down in my and to avoid the mischiefs that 
vellnm-book. may follow if yon absolutely 

Ct. .When I look back on his break with him, you could prevail 
whole behavioni to a poor young upon your naturally generous 
creature, (for I am but a I'Sry mind to lay an obligation upon 
young creature) , I cannot acquit him by your forgiveuesa. 
iiio either of great folly, or or, &\icwaft inleiA. 
deep design. — And, JaatWedneB-' Cnpt. "^owT^sKnat wa4 



"Ji^ 



CLARISSA HASLOWG. Ill 

madam, deplore a daughter lost ever bo much from him? — No, 
tathem, nhomyourgeucroaitf to sir. — Let Mr. Lovelace leave m* 
Hr. Lovelace ta&y restore: do not — let ray brother find me. I am 
put it to the possible chance , that uot such a poor creature , as to be 
they may have cause to d^lore a afraid to face the brother who has 
donble loss; the losing of & Knn, injured me. 

aswellasa ju«(//!(er, who, by bis Capl. Were jou and your bro- 
owu violence, which you may per- ther to meet only to confer toge- 
bapa prevent, may be for ever ther, to expostulate, to clearnp 
lost to them, and to the whole dii&culties, it were an oUier thing. 
family. Butwhat, inadam, can;^outhii^ 

She paused. She wept. She will be the ieaue of an interview 
owned, that she felt the force of (Mr. Solmes with him] when he 
this argument nnds you maiiarried, and resolved 

I will be the making of this neverto haveMr.LoTelace; sup- 
feUow, thought I, posing Mr. Lovelace were not to 

Capl. Permit me, madam, to interfere; which cannot be ima- 

tell ■■ ■ • •...,. 

'oul< . , , . , 
voar uncle, if yon insist upon it, aroa very unhappy creature 1 
iocomeupprivately to town, and must resign to the will of Pro- 
to give you with his own hand to vidence, and be patient nndei 
Mr. Lovelace — except indeed evils, which (*ii( will not permit 
yeur present miaundera tan ding metoshun. But I have taken my 
'- to hia ears. — Be- measures. Mr. Lovelace 
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sides, madam, your brother, it is make me happy, nor I Ai"i. Iwait 
likely, may at this very time be in here only for a letter from Miss 
town; and he is resolved to find Howe. That must dctermias 



yon 

CI. Why, sir, should I be so Determine you as to Mr. Love- 
Inaoh afraid of mj brutherf My lace, madam? interrupted the 
brother has injured me, notlJiini. captain. 

Will my brother offer to me, CI. I am already determined as 
what Mr.Lovelaee has offered! — to hint. 

Wicked, ungrateful man! to in- Capl. If it be not in his favour, 
suit a friendless, unprotectedcrea- I have done. I cannot use stronger 
ture, made friendless by himself ! arguments than 1 have used, and 
— I cannot, cannot think of him it would be impertinent to repeat 
in the light I ouce thought of him. I them. If you cannot forgive hb 
What, sir, to putmyaelfinto the offence, I am sure it must have 
power of a wretch, who haa acted been much greater than he has 
by me vrithsomuchvilepremedi- owned to me. If yon are ah- 
tation! who ahallpity, who shall solutely deteimlnftd, be -QVaaasA 
gieaaeme,ifIdo, »-cre J (o suffer, to let nieknovi^\iB.\\s'Qa^ftK^ W 
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yournncle? You were pleased to 
tell me, llmt this ihynnuldpiita 
end to iclml ijoa called my tritublt 
I ahoold not have thought it bdj 
conid I bave been &n humbi 
meanB of recoDciliog peraonH of 
worth and honour to each other. 
Here I entered with a aolemn 

L'lvd. Captain Tumlinson, I 
have heard a part of whtit hae 
passed between you and this un- 
foreiving (however otherwise ex- 
cellent) lady. I am cut to the 
heart to find the dettr creature so 
determined. I could not have be- 
lieved it possible, with suchpro- 
Bpects, that I had so little share in 
her esteem. Nevertbelesa I must 
do myself justice with regard to 
the offence I was so imhnppy as to 

S've, since I firid you are ready to 
ink it much greater than it 

CL Ihear not, sir, your recapi- 
tulations. I am, and ought to be, 
the sole judge of insults offered 
to my person. I enter not into 
discussion with you , nor hear you 
on tlie shocking subject. And 
was gomg. 

I put myself between her and 
the door — You may hear all I 
have to say, madam. My fault is 
not of such a nature bat that you 
maij. I will be a just accuser of 
myself; and will not wound your 



I then protested that the fire ti 
was a real fire (so it was), I dis- 
claimed (less truly indeed] pre- i 
meditation. I owned that! w 
bnrried on b^ the violence ot 
j-oathfuIpanBioniiiud byaauddenimucla, ■m'j dcweA i«ea.\\aa,^jQ.\. 



Impulse, which few other persona 
in the like situation, woaldhaTe 
been able to check: that I with- 
drew, at ber command and en- 
treaty , on the promise of pardon, 
without having offered the least 
indecency, or any freedom, that 
would not have been forgiven by 
persons of delicacy, surprised in 
an attitude so charming — her 
terror, on the alarm of fire,ealling 
for a soothing behaviour, and per- 
sonal tenderness , she being ready 
to fali into fits: my hoped-for 
happy day so near, that Inight 
be presumed to be looked upon as 
a betrothed lover — and that this 
eicuse might be pleaded even for 
the ivomen uf the houne , tbatthey, 
thinking us actually married, 
might suppose themselves to b6 
the leas concerned to interfere on 
so tender an occasion. — There, 
Jack, was a bold insinuatiou on 
behalf of the women! I 

Hi^h indignation filled her dia- I 
dainiul eye, eye-beam after eye- 1 
beam flashing at me. Every na- 
of her sweet face bad soul in 
Yet she spoke not. Perhaps, 
Jack , she had a thought, that Inis 
'ea fir the ovnnen accounted for 
y contrivance to have her pass 
' them as married, when I /irst 
\Tried her tUllier. 

Copt, Indeed, sir, I must say 
that you did not well to add to the 
apprehensions of a lady so mnch 
terrified before. 

The dear creature offered to co 
by me, I set my back against the 
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lor r/niir sake, as well aa for mp 
(Hi-n , that Captain TomliuBoii 
cbonld not think I had been viler 
'ihan I was. Nor will 1 sa.jr one 
word more on the subject, after I 
ba,re appealed to j'our own heart, 
Whether it was not neceBsary, that 
abould lay jin mticli: and to the 
Lptoin, whether otherwise he 
wonld not have gone away with a 
^mcb worse opinion of me, if he 
had judged of my offence by the 
'Violence of yonr resentment. 

Capt. Indeed I nhoutd. I ..tm I 
■hould. And I am very glad , Mr. 
liovelsce, that you are able to de> 
Wd yourself thus far. 

CI. That cauae must be well; 
tried, where the offender takes his | 
At upon the same bench with, 
le judge. — I auhmit not mine; 
to men. Nor, give me leave toi 
«ay, toyon. Captain Tomlinson,j 
Ifaongb I am willing to have a 
:gi>od opinion of yon. Had noti 
'Ibe mail been assured that he had 
influenced you in his favour, he 
^wonld not have brought you up to 
Eampstead. 

Capl. That I am influenced, aa 
ywt. call it, madam, is for the 
uke of your uncle, and for your 
Vwn sake, more (1 will say to Mr. 
ijovelace's face) than for his. 
What can I have in view, but 
Lce and reconciliation? 1 have 
_. _jn the /frd? blamed, andlnow 
nifain, blame Mr. Lovelace, for 
'adding distress to distress, and 
terror to terror; the lady, as you 
acknowledge, sir, [liwi-in^ pull- 
mill/] ready before to fall into fits. 
Lovel. hetniBowotoTou, Cap-' 
aiTomlinaon, fliat I harebeeu) 



avery faulty, avery foolishman; 
and, if this dear creature ever 
honoured me with her love, an 
ungrateful one. Bnt I have had 
too much reason to doubt it. And 
this if 



which my proud heart wished for ; 
that, with such prospects before 
us; a day bo near; Bettlcments 
approved and drawn; her uncle 
meditating a general reconcilia- 
tion, which, for lier sake, not 
mi/ n'rTi, I was desirous to give 
into; she can, for an offence so 
realli/ slight, on an occasion so 
truly accidental, renounce me for 
ever; and, with me, all hopes of 
tliat reconciliation in the way her 
undo had put it in, and she had 
acquiesced with ; and risk all con- 
sequences , filial 07ies as they may 
too poasibW be. — By my soul, 
Captain Tomlinson , the dear 
creature must have hated me all 
the time she was intending to 
honour me with her hand. And 
now she must resolve to abandon 
me, asfur aslknow, withapre- 
ference in her heart of the most 
odious of men — in favour of that 
S'tlmes, who, asyoutellme, ac- 
companies her brother: and with 
what view accompanies him! — 
How can I bear to think of 
this? — 

CI. It is fit, sir, that you should 
judge of my regard for yoa, by 

lyour own eonsciousnesa of de- 

Imerit. Yet you know, or you 
would not have dared to behave 
to me aa Bometitoes jou did, that 

■ you had more of il ftiaa -JQ'* *i-'*- 

' served. 
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She walked from ns: and then! 
returuiog, Captain TomliDBan, 
said Bhe, I will own to jou, that 
I was not capable of resalvtng to 
give mj hand, and — nolhinij but 
mij hand. Have 1 not given a fla- 
grant proof of tbia to the once 
moatiudulgeat of parents? which 
has brought me into a distress, 
which this man has heightened, 
when he ought , in gratitude and 
honour, to have endeavonred to 
render it supportable, I had even 
a bias, sir, in hia favour, 1 scruple 
not to own it. Long (much too 
longl) bote I with his unaccount- 
able ways, attributing his errors 
to unnieaniiiff ffnieli/, and to a want 
of knowing what (rue delicacy, 
AliAlruegenerosify, required from 
aheart susceptibteof eratefut im- 
pressiona to one involved by his 
means in unhappy circumstances. 
It is now wickedness in him (a 
wickedness which discredits all 
his priifessions] to say, that this 
last cruel and ungrateful insult 
was not a premedilaied one — but 
what need I say more of this in- 
sult, when it was of such a nature, 
that it baa changed that bias in 
his favour, and made me choose 
to forego all the inviting pro- 
spects he talks of, aud to run all 
hazards, to free myself from his 
power? 

my dearest creature! how 
happy for us both, had I been 
able to discvver thai bins, as you 
condescend to call it, through 
Buoh reserves aa nan never en- 
countered with ! 

He did diacorer it, Captain 
ToinlinaoB. He brought me im 
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needlessly brought me to own it, 
as I dare say his own vanity gave 
him ni) cause to doubt it; and as I 
had apparently no other motive 
in not being furward to Own it, 
than my too justly founded ap- 
prehensions of his want of </e"e- 
rositij. Inaword, Capt^uTom- 
linson, (and now, that I am de- 
termined upon my measures, I 
the less scruple to say it) 1 should 
have despised myself, had I found 
myself capable of aflectation or 
tyranny to the man I intended to 
marry. I have always blamed the 
dearest friend I have in the world 
for a fault of this nature. In a 

Lt'vel. And had my angel reaDy 
and indeed the favour for meehe 
was pleaaed to own? — Dearest 
creature, forgive me. Reston 
me to your ^ood opinion. Sorely 
I have not sinned beyond forgive- 
ness. You say, that I extoitsd 
from you the promise you made 
me. But I could not nave pre- 
sumed to make that promise the 
condition of my obedience, had 
I not thought there icaa room to 
expect forgiveness. Permit, I 
beseech you, the prospects to 
take place, that were opening so 
agreeably before ux. 1 will go to 
town, and bring the liceoce. All 
difficulties to the obtaining of it 
are aurcoountcd. Captain Tom- 
HuBDii ahaU be witness to the 
deeds. He will be present at the 
ceremony on the part of your 
uncle. Indeed be gave me nope 
tJiat your uncle himself — 
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Iwflt tell yon my groimda for the 
hope I Rave. I propoBed to mj 
dear friend (your uncle, madam) 
Ih&t he should give out, that he 
iranld take a turn with me to my 
little farm<house, as I call it. 
KorthamptOD , for a week < 

I — Poor gentleman! hehnaof late 
been very litlle abroad! Too 

L vUibl; indeed declining I — 
** " " " >f air, it might be given 

aDodforhim. Butlsee, 
lat this is too render a 

P^dear creature wept. She 
, _„iriiow to apply as meant the 
Oaptaitt's hint to the 



short to town in rmj chariot; and 
ht see the ceremony per- 
with his own eyes, and be 
"red father, as well as the 
Bnncle. 
■tamed &om ne, and wiped 

And really, there seem; 
iitiwto be but two ot^ections to' 
thii, as Mr.Harloweaiscourngedj 
not tiie proposal — the one, the: 
nnhappy mia understanding be- 
tween you; which I would not by I 
any means he should know; since' 
Ihen he mif;ht be apt to give 
weight to Mr. James Harlowe's, 
mijust surmises. — The other,' 
that it would necessarily occasion ! 
Bomedelay to the ceremony ; which ; 
cert^nly may be performed in a 
day or two ^ if — i 

And then he reretently bowed 
to mj goddess. — Chiaiaiag' 



fellow! — But often did I curse 
my stars, for making me so much 
obliged to his adroitness. 

She was going to speak; but 
□ot liking the turn of her coun- 
tenance, (^although BB I thought, 
its seventy and indication 
seemed a little abated) I said, and 
had like to have blown myself up 
by it — One expedient I have just 
thought of— 

Ct. None of your expedients, 
Mr. Lovelace I — I abhor your 
expedients, your invenliiins — I 
have had too many of them. 

Luvel. See, Captain Tomlin- 

pose ourselves to you! —■ Little 
did you think, I dare say, that 
we have lived in such a continued 



I 



Wemayyetbehappy. OthatI 
could have been assured, that this 
dear creature loved me with the 
hundredth part of the love I have 
for her I — Our diffidences have 
been mutual. I presume to say, 
that she has too much punctilio : I 
am afraid, that I have too little. 
Hence our difficulties. But I have 
Captain Tomlinson, 



serve it as much as man can de- 
serve it. 

Vapl. I am indeed surprised at 
' what I have seen and heard. I 
! defend not Mr. Lovelace, madam, 
: in the offence he has given yon — 
as a father of daughters myself, 
il canti'il defend him; though his 
fault seems to \)e \\%^il«t vVmiY 
had appretendei — ^"^-^ 






THE SlSTORT or 



124 

conBcience, madam, I think you 
carry your resentment too high. 

Cl Too high, Birl—Toohigh, 
t« the man that might have been 
happy if he would? Too high to 
the man that haa held ini/ miut in 
suspeitue a,a hundred times , since 
(bv artifice and deceit) be ob- 
tained a power over nsel — Say, 
Lovelace, thyself bbJ', art thou 
not the very Lovelace, who by 
insulting me, hast wronged thine 
fitcn hopeaf — The wretch that 
appeared in rile disgaises, per- 
sonating an old lame creature, 
seeking for lodgings for thy sick 
■wife? — Telling the gentlewomen 
here, stories all of thine own in- 
vention; and asserting to them an 
husband's right over me, which 
thou haat not? — And is it [turn- 
ing to the captain] to be expected 
that 1 should give credit to the 
protestations of miri a Jnim! 

Laeet. Treatmo, dearestcrea- 
ture, aa you please, 1 will bear 
it: and yet your scorn and your 
violence have fixed daggers in my 
heart — but was it possible, with- 
out those disguises, to come at 
your speech? — And could I lose 
you, if study, if invention, would 
put it in my power to arrest your 
anger, and give me hope to en- 
gage you to confirm to me the 
pramiseil pardnnf The address 1 
made to you before the women, 
as if the marriage -ceremony had 
passed, was in consequence of 
what your uncle had aduined, and 
what g'm had acquiesced mik; and 
the rather made , as your brother, 
aaj Singletoa , and Holmes , were 
resolved to Snd out wLether what 



was reported of your mamae 
weretrueornot, thattheymigB 
take their measures accordin^jr 
and in hopes to prevent that mis 
chief, which I have been but (o 
studious to prevent, since tbi 
tameness has but invited insolenoi 
from your brother and his con 
federates. 

Cl. O thou strange wretch, hoi 
thoutalkest!— Uut.CaptainTom 
linaon, give me leave to say, that 
were I inclined to enter fartbe; 
upon this subject, 1 would ap 
peal to Miss Kawlins's judgment 
(whom else have 1 to appeal to?. 
She seems to be a person of pm 
deuce and honour; Dut not to au] 
mnn'f judgment, whether I can^ 
my resentment beyond fit bounds 
when I resolve — 



for this. You ought 
asyouaaid, lo be the sate judge 
indignities ofi^ered you. 1 he gen 
tlewomen here are strangers ti 



you. You will perhaps stay bn 
a little while among them. If toi 
lay the state of your case beior 



any of them , and your brothe 
come to inquire of them, you 
uncle's intended mediation will b 
discovered, and rendered abor 
tive — I shall appear in a ligh 
that I never appeared in, in m; 
life — for these women may no 
think th em E elves obliged to kee] 
the secret. 

Charming fellow! 

Cl. O what difficulties has on. 
(a\a.V Btep wwolsod me in — bn 
ttere VB TW nftdisBiVj list «^^ « 
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XaaJ to any body. I am re- 
ed on my measures. 
Ciat, Absolutely leaahed, ma- 
iamV 
a. lam. 

Capl. What shall I aay to your 
I uncle Harlowe, madamV— Poor 
1 gentlemaji! how nil) he be sui- 
I priaed! — You see, Mr. Lovelace 

see, eir, — tuminff to me 

louiiBhing hand — but you 

.tfnt yourself — and ad- 

f stalked he from us. 

\ by tity soul, thought I. I 

■ ' 'be room, and bit my 

_ . 'e lips, nomupper, 

oaer, for vexation. 

He made a profound 

I Uher — and neutto the nindoir, 

I vherelay his bat and whip; and, 

I i^cmgtbem up, opened the door. 

I Child, said he, to somebody he 

w, pray order my Betvant to 

• r horse to the door ^ 

You won't go 



jn'tl - 



I the t 



n't go - 



1 the world! 
t alas ! — but 
jfOg won't go, air! — There may 
bayot hopes that Lady Betty may 
baye some weight — 

Copt. Bcuryit. Lovelace! and 
may not my worthy friend, an 
■Sectionate uncle, hope for some 
influence upon his ilatighler-niece? 
—But I beg pardon — a letter will 
always find me disposed to serve 
the lady, aud that as well for her 
sake, as for the sake of tuy dear 

She bad thrown herself into her 

chair; her eyes cast down: she 

s motionlGBB, as in apiofoMRdi 

atadj: \ 



The captiun bowed to her 
again: but met with no return to 
his bow. Mr. Looetace , said he, 
(with an air of equality and inde- 
pendence) lam ijonra. 

Still the dear unaccountable sat 
as immoveable as a statue; stir- 
ling neither hand, foot, head, noF i 
eye. I never before saw any onq I 



waking a dream. 

He passed by her to go out at 
the door she sat near, though the 

Sassage by the other door was hie 
irect way; and bowed again. 
She moved not. I will not disturb 
the lady in her meditations, sir. — 
Adieu, Mr.Lovelace — no further, 
I beseedi yiiu. 

She started, sighing — Are you 
going, air? 

Capl. I am, madam, I could, 
have been glad to do you servicej 
but I see it is not in my power. 

She stood up, holding out one 
hand, with inimitable dignity and 
sweetness — I am sorry you are 
eoingi sir! — I can't help it — I 
nave no friend to advise with — - 
Mr. Lovelace has the art (o 



sir — if you will go, I can't help it. 

Capl. 1 will fill/ go, madam; hia 
eyes twinkling, [again seized with 
a fit of humanity!] 1 will not go, 
if my longer stay can do you 
either service or pleasure. What, 
sir, ftoming to me] what, Mr, 
Lovelace, was your expedient? 
— Perhaps something may be 
offered, madam — 

She sighed and ^aa aiVwA. 

Eeybbub, m-cokcd 1 lu -myseU, 



1 
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fceep thy throne in w.r/ fteart. — Tf 
the usurper loyb once more drive 
Ihee from il, Ihou wiU never again 
regain possession. 

Lovel. What Ihad thought of, 
what I had intended to propose 
[and I sighed] was thia, that the 
dear creature, if she will not for- 
give me, as ahe promised, will 
Bospeud the displeaaure she has 
conceived against me, till Lady 
Betty arrivea. — That lady may 
be the mediatrix between us. This 
dear creature may put herself into 
her protection, and aecompany 
her down to her seat in Osford- 
shire. It is one of her ladyship's 
purpoaea to prevail on ber sup- 
poaed new niece to go down with 
ber, It may paas to every one bul 
to Lady Betty, and to you, Cap- 
tain Tomlinson, and toyourfriend 
Mr. Harlowe (as he desires) that 
we bave been some lime married: 
aud ber being with my relations, 
will amount to a proof to James 
Harlowe, that we are; and our 
nuptials may be privately, and at 
this beloved creature's pleasure, 
solemnized ; and your report, cap- 



tain, autbenticated. 

Capl. Upon my bonour, 

dam, clappmg his hand upon bis 
breaat, a charming eipedient! — 
Tliig will answer every end. 

She mused — she was greatly 
peiTileied — at last, God direct 
met said she: Iknownot what to 
do ,— a young unfriended crea- 
ture! Wbora bave 1 to adviae 
with ! — Let me retire , if I can 

She tritbdrew 
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trembbng feet, and wenl^ 
her ch amber. 

For Heaven's sake, said fl 
penetrated varlet [his bands Iift< 
up]; for Heaven's sake, tal 
compaaaion upon tbis admirab 
woman I — I cannot proceed — 
cannot proceed — she deserves a 

Softly ! — d — n the fellowl - 
The women are coming in. 

He sobbed up hia grief — turns 
about — heram'd up a more mani 
accent — Wipe thy curaed eyes- 
he did. The aunshine took pka 
one cheek, and spread sfowh 
_ the other, and the fellow hai 
hia whole face again. 

The women all three came in 
led by that evercurioua Miss Haw 
I told tbem, that the ladj 
was gone up to consider of everj 
thing: that we had hopes of her, 
And such a representation wi 
made of all that had passed, ai 
brought either tacit or deciarec 
blame upon the fair perverse fci 
hardness of heart and over-dell 



Thew 



widow Be via, in particular 

lut out one lip, toaaed up hei 

lead, wrinkled her forehead, an( 

made auch motions with her uof 

lifted-up, now caat-down eyes, ui 

shewed, that she thought tha 

there was a great deal ofperverse 

neaa and affectation in the lady 

Now and then ahe changed he 

censuring looks to looks of pity o 

""" But (as she aaid) she lovei 

aggravate! — A poor buai 

aesa, Uuil help's! shrugging uj 

Ihei EfewiMets , to make such i 

ith slow and \ rout 9,\i<».\:\ h.^iA&taVcx «)« 
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Uughed heartily — Itidulgeace Hie parlour, when thelady entered 
was a eood thing! Love was a.it by theotberdoor, a melancholy 
good thing! But too much was dimity in her person and air. J 

KM much r She sat down. Pray, Mr. TomJiri 

Hiss RawliDs, howerer, de- linson, beseateil. fl 

r she had called the He took his chair over againrti 
wBeris, with a prudish sim-' her. I stood behind hct^ that I 
rniieal gentlewoman I that'inicht give him agieeit-upon Big- 
net be BOmething in our nals, sEould there be occasion tor 
^hicta Bhecouldnotfathom! them. 

Afl thus ^ A wink of the left- 
eye was to signify -pHsh that point, 

A nink of the right , and a nod, J 
LETTEB SIS. "^s to indicate opjirohuUoa of J 

oTeUco In oontlnugtion what he had said. 

My fore-finger held up, and b 
The lady staid longer above. tingmy lip,, !?£( u^'n/'fAo^o ' 
linn we wished; and I hojAaa possible. 

Ihat (lady-like) she only waited A right-forward nod, and i 

fcr an inoilolion to return to na, frown — Swear to it , captain. 

(fedred the widow Bevisl, in tie My whole spread hand , — 21» "I 

nptain's name, (who wanted to \aX-e care not lo my too mack 01 "" * 

pto town) to request the favour paniciilar subject. 

sfher comiiany. A scowling brow, and a posifJTe 

I cared not to send up either nod, was to bid him i ' '*' 

HiwRawlinsorMrs.Mooreon the temper. 

■naad, lest my beloved should' And theBemotionsIcouldmake, 



be in 

especially as she had hinted at an 
MjealtoMissEawlinB; who, be- 
des, baa such an unbounded 

enriosity. 
Mrs. Bevis [presently returned 

with an ' " " 

pinking 



those with my hand, without 
holding up my arm, or moving my 
wrist , had the women been liiere ; 
as , when the motions were agreed 
upon, Iknewnot but they would. 

She hemmed — I waa going to 

(winking and ' speak, to spare her supposed con- 
1) that the lady fusion: but this lady never w--'- 



would follow her down. Mioa presence of mind, whenpresence 
Rawlina could not hut offer to re- of mind is necessary either to her 
tire, as the others did. Her eyes, honour, or to that eoDscioas 
however, intimated that she bad dignity which distinguishes her 
rather stay. But they not being from all the women 1 ever knew. 
answered as she seemed to wish,] I have been considering, aaid 
she went with thereat, but wilhishc, as we\l a&l^MoW^i''^^^''l 
slower feet,- and bad hardly left .' thing that has ■passed', ^ivii. '^'i »». 



„ .iiiili uildof my im- 

I, ,,,.,(.'»■ linoftnnoiU; I 
t ^,. til, ii' tuy creature living, 
<>.wliH«uii. I Iwve always 
k(itv'l to [Imw favourable 
Si itiHii uufavourable con- 
luiMi »(imotiines, as it has 
Vi^ili Tiir vory bad hearts. Cen- 
«U<i>i)">< wfaalever fftulta 1 
«, in not nalural/i/ my fault. — 
I, ulrcutnHtanced aa I am; 
I ImkIikI b* I huve been , un- 

wiiithlly Ircnted, by u man nho 
!■ lull of coutrivaucGS, and glories 
iuthmn- 

l.oael. My dearest life! — But I 
will not interrupt you. 

VI. Thus treated, it becomes 
■no to doubt — it conoems my 
honour to donht, to fear, to ap< 
iirehend — (/"'"'interveutiou, air, 
ID so seaBonable, bo kind, for tliis 
man — my uncle's expedient, the 
first of the kind he ever, I beiieve, 
thought of 1 a plain honest, good- 
niiudt;<! inan, as be is, not affecting 
mich cipeiiiPnts — your report in 
cuiifdriiiity to it — the conse- 
([iniiiri'« nf that report; the alarm 
tiiki'u l>y Illy brothei; his raah re- 
tiiiliilioii 111)1111 it — the alarm taken 



lutU-i'ii writtiMi to him upon it, 
wliiah, wilhyoura, ho shewed me 
— all cprc'inony, among persons 

titled to valiio themselves upon I 
liuir iKiimcliim , di*pitnaed with — | 
■11 thwo thiugi have happened so 
^iiihiJL-, and aomo of tliem xo season- \ 



L 



/,".■<•/. I.ady Hotly, you sep. 
Ittftd&in, ill hur luttuf, dispcuaes 



with pnnctilio, avowedly in com- 
pliment to yon. Charlotte, in hers, 
professes C3 do the same for the 
same reason. Good Heavenl that 
the respect intended you by my 
relations, who,in every other case, 
are really punctilioiu , should bs 
Uma construed! They mere glad, 
madam, to have an opportoaily, 
to compliment you at my tt-, 
pense. Every one of my family. 
takes delight in rallying me. But 
their joy ou the supposed 00- 

Ct. Do I doubt, sir, that yoB 
have not something to say.for any 
thing you think fit to du? I am 
speaking to Captain TomlinsOi^ 
SIT. I wish you would be pleaHi 
to withdraw — at least, to aaiea 
irom behind my ch^. 

And she looked at the captaiDr 
observing, no doubt, that Hi 
eyes seemed to take lessons &t)» 

Afairmateh, by Jupiter! 

The captain was disconcerted.' 
The dog had not had such B blnsfc 
upon his face for ten jjears before. 
I bit my lip for vexation: walkei 
about the room; but uevertheleA, 
took my post again; and blinked' 
with my eyes to the captain, aia 
caution for him to take more cub 
of to, and then scowling within^ 
brows, and giving the nod posi- 
tive, las good as said, resent llial, 

Capl- I hope, madam, yo( 
have no suspicion, that I an 

CI. Be not displeased with me 
Captain Tomlinson. I have toll 
you, that I amnotof asuspicioui 



heart in the world, than herobe- 

She took out ber handkerchief, 
■nd put it to her eyes. 
I was going, at that instant, 
Eter her example, to vouch for 
lie honesty of my heart; but my 
toil«deDce AhnnelleJ upon 
Ud wonid not suffer the 
Stated TOW to pass my lijpa. - 
dnilisb thing, thought I, for a 
tobe so little himaelf, when he has 
lost occasion fur himself! 
The villain TomlinsoD looked 
Itme with arueful face, as if he 
Mgged leave to cry for company. 
^mi^t have been ua well, if be 
idened. A feeling heart, or the 
ikeaa of it given oy a sensible 
tr^, are very reputable thiuf" 
irheti kept in countenance by t 



And here let me fairly own to 
, that twenty times in this 
bring conversation I said to my- 
•elf, that could I have thought, 
that I should have had all this 
rimble,Bnd incurred all this guilt, 
would have been honest at first. 
But why. Jack, is this dear crea- 
ture so lovely, yet so invincible? 
— Ever heardst thou before, that 
the sweets of May blQssomed in 
December? 

Capi. Be pleased — be pleased, 
iiaadam — if you have doubts of 

my hoDOnr — 

A whining varlet! He should 
have been quite angry — for what 
save I him Ibe nod positire?j 
S/e ahoold have stalked again Co \ 
Xfyi-iasi. /it. 



the window, as for his whip and 
hat. 

CI. I am only making such ob- 
servations as my youth, my ine:[- 
perience,and my present unhappy 
circumatances, suggest to me — a 
worthy heart ^sucb. 1 hope, ia 
Captain Tomhnson's) need not 
fear an examination — need not 
fear being looked into — what- 
doubtsfAdi man, who has been 
;auae o/" my error*, and, as my 
severe father imprecated, lAc 
punixher of (he errnrfi he has cmtseil, 
might have had of me, or of my 
honour, 1 would have forgiven 
him for them, if he had fairly pro- 
posed them tome: for some doubts 
perhaps «uc/i a man might have of 
the future conduct of a creature 
whom he could induce to corre- 
spond with him against 'oarenhil 
jirohildium .^ and against the ligJili 
ii'hich her ourn jwlmnent threir in 
iipiiit hen and if he had pro- 
pounded them to me like a man 
and a gentleman, I would have 
been glad of the opportunity given 
me to clear my intentions, and to 
have shewn myself entitled to his 
good opinion — and 1 hope i/ou, 

Capt. I am ready to bear all 
your doubts, madam, and to clear 
them up — 

CI. 1 will only put it, sir, to your 
conscience and honour — 

The dog sat nneasy : he shuffled 
with bis feet: her eye was upon 
him; he was therefore, after the 
rebuff he had met with, afraid to 
look at me Eot m'j mo^v«iBx smi 
now turaed tea eyea Xowwia va.e, 
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then from me, aa if he would un- 
Inok his onn looks. 

CI. — That all is true, that you 
have written, and that jou have 
told me. 

I gave him a right- forward nod, 
and a &own — as much as to say, 
Hioear til it, captain. But the varlet 
did not round itofFasIwould have 
had hiro. However, he averred 
that it was. 

He had hoped, he said, that the 
circumstances with whioli hia com- 
mission was attended, and what 
he had communicated to her tphicli 
lie could nut tnowi iui from Jw rjtur 
friend Iter uncle, might have shield- 
ed him even from the shadow of 
Buspicion — But I am contented, 
said he, stammering, to be thought 
— to be thought — what — what 
you please to think 
you are satisfied — 

A varlet ! 

CI. Tbecircumstances yourefer 
to, I must own, ovghi to shield you, 
sir, from suspicion — but the man 
before you is a man that would 
make an aneel suspected, should 
that angel plead for him — 

I came forward; traversed the 
room — was indeed in a bloody 
passion — Ibavenopatieace, ma- 
dam!^ and Bgainl bit my uuper- 

Ci. No man oufjht to be im- 
patient at imputations he is not 
ashamed to deserve. Au innocent 
man toUl not be outrageous upon 
such imputations; a guilty man 
ouykt not. [Most excellently would 
this oharminK creatnre cap sen- 
tences with IJord M.] But I' am 
^ ^ot now trying yoy, air, jto me] on 
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thefoot of your meriis. I am only 
aorry, that I am constrained to pot 
questions to this worthier gentle- 
lan [uoi'lfiier gentleman. Jack!] 
hicb perhaps! ought not to put, 
) far as they regard himseil. — 
And I hope. Captain TomlinsOD, 
that you, who know not Mr. Love- 
lace BO well, as to my unhappiness, 
, and who have childrei) of 
own, will eicuse apooryouiw 
creature, who is deprived of tul 
worldly protection, and who hif 
been insulted aud endangered, ^j 
the mostdesiffmiig man in theworlS, 
and perhaps bi/ a confederacy of 
his creatures. 

There she stopt; and stood irpj 
and looked at me; fear, neverthe- 
less, apparently mingled with bet 
anger, and so it ought. I ifU 
glad, howeverof thiapoorsignof 
fove — uo one fears whom th^ 

Women's tongues were ticemed, 
I was going to say — but my cod- 
science would not tel me call her a 
iciiman; nor use to her so vulgar t 
phrase. 1 could only rave by my 
motions; lift up my eyes, spread 
my bauds, nibmyface, and look 
like a fool. Indeed, J had a great 
mind to run mad. Had I Deen 
alone withhcr, Iwould, and she 
should have taken consequences. 

The captain interposed in my 
behalf; gently, however, and as a 
man not quite sure that he was 
himself acquitted. Some of the 
pleas we had both insisted on , he 
again enforced — and, speaking 
low — Poor genttemanl said he, 
who can but \iity him! Indeed, 
madam, itiaeas^Uisse, "wiSas^B. 



CLAKISSA HAHLOWE. 



131 



!liu failings, the power jou have 
OTet him \ — 

a. Iharenopieaaure, bh, in 
dittresBing any odo — not even 
hm, who has BO much distressed 
me. — But, air, when I think, and 
vhenl see him before me, Ican- 
Bot command my temper! — In- 
deed, indeed, Captain Tomlinaon, 
Mr. iioveluce Aoa nil acted b;/ me 
, Wther as a, grateful, or a cenerous 

BekiiowsnotjSsI told him yester- 
day, the value of the heart he has 
uunlted! 

There the angel Btopt; her 
liandkerchief at her eyes. 

Belford, Belford! that she 
■hould BO greatly excel, as to make 
ne, at times, appear a villain in 
my own eyes! 

1 besought her pardon. 1 pro- 
mised, that it should be the shidy 
of mj whole life to deserve it. My 
finilta, I said, whatever they had 
boen , were rather faults in her ar>- 
prebension,lbiiniufacl. Ibesoaght 
Jier to give way to the esnedient 1 
'liadhitupon — Irepaatedit. The 
'tuttain enforced it, for her uncle's 
Mke. I once more, for the sake 
^Of the general reconciliation; for 
l^e sake of all my family; for the 
lake of preventing future mia- 

; She wept. She seemed stag- 
Igered in her resolutiou — she 
turned irom me. I mentioned the 
letter of Lord M. Ibesoaght' 

rto Lady Betty's media- 
our differences, if she 
would not forgive me before she 

I She lamed towards me — slie 



wasgoing to speak; but her heart 

full — and again she turned 

i- her face — then, half- 
turning it to me, her handker- 
chief at her eyes — And do you 
reaUy and indeed expect Lady 
Betty and Miaa Montague? — and 
do you — again she atopt — 
lanewered in a solemn manner. 
She turned from me her wboie 
face, and paused, and seemed to 
conaidcr. But, in a passionate ac- 
cent, again turning towards me 
'Ohow difficult, Jack, foraHar- 
iowe spirit to forgive!] — Let her 
ladyslup come, ifsbe pleases, siud 
■-- — I cannot, cannot wish to sea 
— and if I did see her,and she 
e to plead for you, 1 caanot 
wish toisurher! The morel (Ai'iii-, 
the less I can forgive an attempt, 
that I am convinced was intcnaed 
.0 deslniy me. ["A plaguy strong 
Tordforthe occasion, suppoaing 
.he wasrjgbtl) What has my con- 
duct been, that aninsultof juc/ia 
nature should be offered to me, as 
would be a weakness in me to 
rgive? 1 am sunk in my o 
es I — And how can I receiv 
visit that must depress me mon 

The captain urged her in my 
favour with greater eamestnesH 
than before. We both even 
clamoured, as I may say, for 
mercy and forgiveness. [Didst 
thou never hear the good folks 
talk of taking heaven F, 

— contrition repeatedly a 

— a total reformation pri 

— the happy expedient again 
urged. - 

I have Eone too iw ^^ ttmiAft, '•^ 
^* 
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to loiiA to recede. My mind i a pre- 
pared for adversity. That I Imd 
not deserved the evils I have met 
with, is my coHBolation. ^ I have 
written to Miss Howe what my in- 
tentioug are. My heart ia not 
■wiihyau. — Itis againul you, Mr. 
Lovelace. 1 had not written to 
you OS I did in the letter I left be- 
hind me, had I not reaolved, what- 
ever became of me, to renouuce 
yoo. for ever. 

I wasfdllof hopenow. Severe 
aa her eipreeaions were, 1 saw she 
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is not gratified but by whispering 
about a secret till it becomes pub- 
lic, in order to ehew either their 
eonsequeuce, or their sagacity. 
It is so in every case. What man 
or woman, who is covetous of 
piiicei', or of iceallh, is covetous of 
either, for the sake of making a 
ri^bt use of it? - But in the lafQes 
of my familjf jou mag coiifide. It 
is their ambition to think of you, 
aa one of themselves. Benew hot 
your consent to pass In lite worl/i, 
for the sake of your uncle's eipe- 
afraid that I should think of dieot, and for the prevention of 



what she had written. And ... 
deed, her letter is violence itaelf. 

Angry people. Jack, fliould never 
write wviiVe their passion hotdi. 
Lnvet. The severity you have 

place in my remembrance, but for 
vour honfiur. In the light you 
nave taken things, all is deserved, 
and but the natural result of 
virtuous resentment ; and I adore 
you even fur the pangs you have 
given me. 

She was silent. She had em- 
ploymont enough with her hand- 
kerchief at her eyes. 

Lovel. You lament sometimea, 
that you have no friends of 
own sex to consult with. 
fiawlios,lmU9teoafeBBj is to 
qniaitive to be confided m [1 liked 
not, thou may est thiok, her appeal 
to Misa Hawlins]. She inai/ mean 
well. But I never in my life knew 
a person who was fond of prying 
'WO the secrets of otliers, that was 
""" ■ be trusted. The eurioaitj of 



I aper 

■ 



mischief, as a lady s 
married. Lady Betty may be ac- 
quainted with the naked truth: 
and you a\aj{as.tliehripes )/ou wiii) 
accompany her to her seat; and, 
:adam, whether by|if it iiiuWbeso, consider me as in 
have a state of penitence or probation, 
to be accepted or rejected, aa I 
maT appear to deserve. 

The captain again clapt his 
hand on his breast, and declared 
upon his honour, that tliis was a 
proposal, that were the case that 
of bis own daughter, and she were 
not reaolved upon iiitmediale mar- 
riage, (which yet he thought by 
far the more eligible choice) he 
should bo very much concerned, 
were she to refuse it. 

CI. Werel with Mr. Lovelace's 
relations, and to pass as his wife 
to the world, I could not have any 
choice. And how could he be 
then in a state ofprobation? — 
0, Mr. Tomlinsoa, you are too 
much his friend to see into bis 
drift. 

Ca}i(, r/tsfciend, madam, ul 



'^gorerned by pride, whicb\BalA Viel' 



. Tuit of Lad; Bett;; and permit 
, hm to tu-bitrate between u9. 

Capl. There can be no harm in 
"' ', mfidain. You can Buffer 
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TOUT uncie'j, for the sake ofage-, sorrowful dog! What twi happen 
neral reconciliation, which must nmiss? — Are we to form osr 
begin withabetterundetstanding'Opinion of things by the romantic 
between yourselves. notions of a girl, who supposeB 

that to be the greatest which is the 
siighteat of evils? Have I not told 
thee our whole story? Has she 
not broken her promise? Did I 
not generously spare her, when in 
my power? I was decent, though 
ce from Ihai. If Mr. j I had her at such advantage, 
i^nce he such, that a Greater liberties have I taken 
of Lady Betty's character ■ with girla of character at » 
[itto be unpardonable, why icommon rompiug-bout , and all 
I has been laughed off, and hand- 
itetruptmg ; and to me] If j kerchief and beadcloths adjusted, 
inyaded by yon, sir — if and petticoats shaken to rights, in 
I ought to he) my ownjmy presence. Neverman, in the 
1 think to stay here, in like circumstances, and resolved 
t Itoase, (and then bad l;asl was resolved, goaded onasl 
iiieye-heam , as the captain calls was goaded on, as well by her own 
it, flashed at me] till I receive a sci, as by the impulses of a violent 
letter firam Miss Howe. That, I j passion, was ever ao decent. Yet 
hope, will be in a day or two. If what mercy does ahe shew me? 
In that time the ladies come whom Now, Jack, this pitiful dog waa 
JOM espect, and if they are de-isuch another unfortunate one as 
'" "" " " " ""' ' tbyself^his arguments serving 



I 



1 



Ton have made unhappy, I shall' to confirm me in the very [lurpose 
know whether I can or cannot re- j he brought them to prei"" 
cdve their visit. me to give up. Had ne 



She turned short to the door, | myself, to the tenderness of my 
and retiring went up stairs to her ' own nature , moved as I was when 
chamber. - Ithe lady withdrew; and had he 

sir, said the captain, as soon 'sat down, and made odious faces, 
BB she was gone, what an angel of ' and said nothing; it is very pos- 
awomanis this! 1 /mne feeii, and llsible, tbatlshoiua have taken the 
am, a very wicked man. But if chair over-agaiust him which she 
any thing should happen amiss to had quitted; and have cried and 
this admirable lady, through mif blabbered with him for half an 
means, I shall have more cause for hour together. But the varlet to 
self-reproach than for all the bad oj-^ne with me! — To pretend to 
actions ofmy life put together. oinBi'iicea man, who knows in his 

Andhisejes^injtened, heart tbat ^e ia dom^ a. -wtwq^ 

f/oOiisgoHnhappea^niisBfihoathxaeX — He mftBt fiei^a \k;\dtt.^ 
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that thiawouldputmoopoiitrjiDK you thiuk of furce to each s. fine 
what I could say for myeelf; and creature? 

when theexcitedcompmictioDcaiti Looel. Force, indeed, 1 abhor 
be carried from the heart to the the thoneht of; and for what, 
lips it must evaporate in words, i tbinkeat thou, have I taken all the 

Thon perhaps, in hia place.'paina I have taken, and engaged 
wouldflt hayeurffedthesamepleasisomaoy peraonein my cause, but 
that he urged. What I answered to avoid the necessity of violent 
tohim thereforemay do for thee,lcompulBion? Butyet, imaginert 
andBpare Ihee the trouble of wri-jthou that I eipect direcl consent 
ting, and me of reading, a good 'from such a lover of forma as this 
deal of nonaenae. Ilady ia known to be! Let rae tell 

Ca^l. You ware pleaaed to tell thee , M'Donaid , that thy master 
me, air, that you only proposed (o Belford haa urged oa thy side of 
Iry her oirlue; and that you be- the question all that thou canst 
Jievedyou should actually marry urge. Must I have everj^ sorry 
her. IfelTow's conscience to pacify, aa 

Lovel. So I shall, and cannot well as my own? — By my soul, 
help it. I have no doubt but 1' Patrick, she has a friend here 
shall. And aa to trjiing her, ia she [elappiug my hand on my breast) 
not now in the heignt of her trial? that pleada for her with greater 
Have I not reason to think that and more irresistible eloquence, 
she is coming about? Is she not than all the meu in the world can 
now yielding up her reBentment plead for her. And had she tmi 
for an attempt which she thinks escaped me — and yet how have I 
she ought noi to forgive? — And i answered myfirst design of trying 
if she do, mayshenot forgive the j her* and in her the virtue of the 
last attemplf — ^Canshe, ina word, I most virtuous of the ses? — Per- 
resent thai more than she does severance, man! — perseverance 

tMst — Women often, for their 

own sakea, will keep the last secret ; 
butwill ostentatiously din the ears 
of goda and men with their 
clamoura upon n successless offer. 
It was my folly, my weakneas, 
that I gave her not more cauae for 
thia her unsparing violence! _, 

Cnpf. sir, you will never be Ves, yes, Patrick, but I have. 
able to subdue this lady without'But let me, first, to gratify rny 
force. pride, bring down hers. Let me 

Lnvel. Well, then, puppy, must see, that she loves me well enough 
I not endeavour to find a proper to forgive me for my oien saki 
time and place — Has ah« ■aot hwetofoce lament^ 

Capf. Forgiveme, sir! batcani 



what! wouldst thou have il_ 
decline a trial that may make for 
the honour of a sei we all so 
dearly love? 

Then,slr,yon have no thoughts 
— no thoughts — [looking still 
more aorrowfully] of marrying 



r^ 
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tbftt she staid not in her father's 
hoaae, though the conaequence 
ust have been," if she W(, that 
le would have been the wife of 
theodiouB Solmes? Ifnowahebe 
brought to consent to be mine, 
— at thou not, that the recondlia- 
.. I) with her delented relations is 
the trtducemtnl , as it always was, 
id not love ofmef — Neither her 
viitue nor her love can bo eetab- 
lUhed but upon fuU tritil-, the 
last trial — but if her resistance 
ud resentment be such as hitherto 
I bara reason to espeet they will 
be,andif Ifindin that resentment 
lets of hatred of mn, than of the 
foci, then shall she be mine in her 
own way. Then, hateful as ia the 
life of shackles to me , wiU I man-y 

Well, sir, I can only say, that I 
atn dough in your hands, to be 
moulded into what sbape you 
please. Sut if na I said before — 

None of thy sa!(ij(-fte/Ofe,Patrick. 
Itememberall thou saidst^ — and 
I know all thou canst fvrther aay 
— thon art only, Pontius Pilate 
like, washing thine own hands 
(don't I know thee?) that thou 
mayeHt have something to silence 
Uiy conscience with by loading 
me. But we have gone too far to 
recede. Are not all our engines 
in readiness? — Dry up tby sor- 
rowful eyes. Let unconcern and 
hearf 8 ease once more take pos- 
se^on of thy solemn features. 
Thou hast hitherto performed ei- 
tremely well. Shame not thy past 
by thy future behaviour; and a 
neb reward awaits thee. If tboa 
arl dongh i>e dongb; and 1 elupt 



liim on the shoulder 

thy former shape — and I'll ha 

answerable for the event. 

He bowed assent and compli- 
ice : went to the glass ; and 
began to untwist and unaadden 
his features: pulled his wig right, 
as if that, as well aa his head and 
heart, bad been discomposed by 
his compunction; and once more 
became old Lucifer's and mine. 

But didst thou think, Jack, that 
there was so much — what shall 
L call it? — in this Tomlinson? 



nature, s 
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ae but H 
I'll be ■ 



long dead and hnried 
to all humane effects, 
hould thus revive and exert it- 
self? — Yet why do I ask tLia 
questionof thee,who, to my equal 
surprise, hast shewn, on the same 
occasion, the like compassionate 
sensibilities? 

Ab to Tomhnaon , it looks as if 
poverty had made him the wicked 
fellow he is; as plenty and wan- 
tonness have made us what Tie 
are. Nectmly, after all, is the test 
of principle. But what is there in 
this dull word, or thing, called 
HoNESTK, that even I, who cannot 
in my present views be served by 
it, cannot help thinking even the 
accidental emanations of it ami- 
able in Tomhnaon, though de- 
monstrated in a female case; and 
judging beder of him for being 

.pableof such? 
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Tms debate belvieen. 'Oivti ti^j-, 
taio aad me vias \vm6\i 
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when the three women, led by 
Miss Kawtins, entered, hoping no 
intrusion — but yery desirouH, the 
maiden said, to know if ire were 
likely to accomodate. 

yes, 1 hope bo. You inow, 
iadiea,that your 861 must, in theae 
cases, preaerve thpir forms. They 
must be courted to comply witi 
their own haptiinesa. A lucky ex- 
pedient we have hit upon. The 
uncle has Ms doubtH of 
riage. He cannot believe. 
any body, that it ia posaible that a. 
man ao much in love, the lad 
desirable — 

They all took the hint — it 
a very extraordinary case, the two 
widows aUowed. Women, Jack, 
[as I believe I have observed* 
elsewhere] have a high opinion of 
what they can do for ns ; — Mias 
Rawlins desired, if I please, to let 
them know the expedient; and 
looked as if thetewasno need to 
proceed in the rest of my speech. 

1 beeged, that they would not 
let the lady know I had told them 
what this expedient was; and they 
should hear It. 

They promised. 

It was this; that to oblige and 
aatisfy Mr.Harlowe,the ceremony 
yaa to be affnin per formetl. Hewas 
to be privaielij present, and to give 
his niece to me with his own hands 
— and she was retired to conaidec 
of it. 

Thou seest, Jack , that I have 
provided an eieuse, to save my 
veracity to the women here, in 
eaae I should incline to marriage, 
she should choose to have 
• S«e f . 71. 



Miss Kawlins's assistance at ths 
ceremony. Nor doubted I to bring 
my fair one to save my credit ou 
■' ■ -■ -1, if I could get her to 



A ehanning expedient! cried 
the widow. They were all three 
ready to clap their hands for jcqr 
upon it. Women love tobemtu' 
ried twice at least, Jack; thaogli 
not indeed to the same mun. Aai ■ 
all blessed the reconciliaUHT 
scheme, and the proposer of it; | 
and, suppoaing it came lioin tha 
captain, they looked at him with 
pleasure, while his face abinri I 
with the applause implied. He 
should think himself very h&ppy, 
if he couid bring about a genoral 
reconciUatiou; and he flouTishe<t 
with hia head like my man WiU< 
on hia victory over old Gtrimw; 
bridling by turns, like MissBaii- 
lins in the height of a prudish fit- 
But now it was time for the cap- 
tain to tbiuk of returning to town, 
having a great deal of busineia t« 
dispatch before moraine. Norws* 
he certain that he should be M" 
again to attend us atHampstetd 
before he went home. 

And yet, as every thing nw 
drawing towards a crisis, 1 Hi 
not intend that he should leave 
Hampstead that night. 

' message to the above effect 
carried up, at my desire, by 
Mrs. Moore; with the captain'a 
compliments, and to know if she 
had any commands for bim to het 

But I hinted to the women, thai 
it would be proper for them t( 
withdraw, if tho lady did coml 
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S^'^iJeM She should not care to ^^^ as «W,™ij,(o m* that your 

WM tree before iA«, nt. n nrnno- "rst peraonal knowledge of my 

relations, and theirs of you, (tor 

they will not be denied Bttend- 

ing you) should not be begua 

appeals! As 



- ~ ..cc uetore f/iern on a propo- 
.7 " P\rt"!uiar, as she would be 
Z^U "■'"'. ^^^ "ffefe'i it to her 

M tion. 

tiat ^i.*^?"''^ brought downword, 

^Lh i^^y ""Wallowing her. 

fc" three withdrew-, and she 

t ™ at one door, as they went 

accb«»i^ ''^^'- Tbe captain 

W ol ^" "l^^ """'d give him 

S Harlow^ '" """^^ '" ""' 
whaf T" ""^ "hat to aay, sir, nor 

iSn ""^ Miss Howe; liU after 
t^jJ^^^'^y - 1 don-t taow what 



■^say. 



nplored the 



Lady Betty will \>e here so b 
it mill not perhaps he possible for 
you to receive her visit with a brow 
absolutely serene. But dearest, 
dearest creature, I beseech you, 
let the misuuderstanding pass as a 
slight oue — as a misunderetaad- 
ing cleared up. Appeals givepride 
and superiority to the persona ap- 
pealed to, and are apt to lessen 
the appellant, not only in their 
eye, but in her own. Exalt not 
into judges those wo are prepared 
to take lessons and inbtructions 
from you. The individuals of oiv 
family are as proud as 1 am said 
to be. But they will cUeerfully 
resign to your superiority — y"" 
will be the first woman at U'C 
family in every otie'a eyes. 
This might have doitn with any 

, , „ other woman in the world but (/"'i 

-... myBelf that Lady Betty, in and yet she is the only woini"' *" 
ofnii^'^ person, and in the name I the world of whom it may «'" 
onTrT '*'■*' *"*™'ly. "oo'd be able, truth be said. But thus, augrily 
nnn^^-P'"'*'"'**"^ reformation and did she disclaim the pom 1>li "'""'■' 
«ontiition, to prevail in my fa- Yes. indeed: _ 1^,... ,i„.n -I- 
in tl> ^^P^'^'al'j as onr prospects stopt a moment, h<-- 
oiher respects, with regard to heaving with a. u<j ■ 
^ general reconciliation wished Cheated out of n 
'' T'ere so happy. But let me very first! — i f^.. 



Anhuir 



valii^ L- " '"8 retuni ol tnat will 
aetT. ' ■','"?'» shehad so generously fam 
Wiknowledged once to^ have haS, '1 
flatbB^ presamed, I said, to'otb 



tK^T"" "■""■ure, said I, rather relations! Ini 
man to tlie mediation of an,. 

■»"" on earik, ihe forgiveness 

——ible suitor for. Howmnch ligiit in wBMSa 1 ■" ~ ,.^r 
,,y Qbeat oiilytotheU4i«^^.22i&i 



oeloT-edofayM 



.I/per- Laying hnoibUi fj.»t.. L tto B 
islam tection of ryar» ^ fj ^ tfrl* 



<t it be, ^ but to ■ 
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yott, BIT, ftat in these circnm- 
stancee, or even had 1 been in the 
happieKt, that 1 could be agected 
b^ this plen of nndeserved supe- 
- liorifj? — You are a alranger to 
the mind of Clarissa Harlowe, if 
you think her capable of bo poor 
and so unilue a pride I 

She went from us to the further 
endof theroom, j 

The captatu was again affected 
— Eicellent erealuro! I called 
her; and, reverently approaching 
her, urged further the plea I had 
last made. 

It is but lately, said I, that the 
opinions of my relations have 
been more than indifferent to me, 
vhettier good orbad; and it is for 
yimr sake, more thau for my 
own, that I now niah to stand well 
with my whole family. The prin- 
cipal motive of Lady Betty's 
corning up, ia to purchaae presents 
for the wliole family to make on 



the happy 

This consideration, tnrning to 
the captain, with so noble-minded 
a dear creature, I know, can havcj 
no weight; only as it will shew 
theirvalue and respect. But what 
II damp would their worlhy hearte 
receive, were they to find their 
admired new niece, as they 
think her, not only not their n 
but capable of renouncing m 
ever. They love me. They all 
love me. I have been guilty of 
carelessness and levity to them, 
indeed; but of carelessness and 
levity only; and llial owing to a 
pride that has set me above loean- 
nesa, though itbaa notdone everj 
thing for we. 



My whole family will be goarao- 
tee for my good behaviour to thit 
dear creature, their niece, their 
daughter, their cousin, their 

fnend, their chosen companion 
and directress, all in one — Upon 
my soul, captain, we may, 
mml be happy. 

Gut dearest, dearest creature, 
let me on my knees , [and down I 
dropt, her face all the time tonied 
halt from me, as she stood at^ 
window, her handkerchief ofCai 
at her eyes] on my knees let m 
plead your promised forrivenew 
andlet us not appear to ihOBi, oi 
their visit, thus unhappy with 
each other. Lady Betty, the 
next hour that she sees you, will 
write her opinion of you, and of 
the likelihood of our future itf- 
pinesB, to Lady Sarah her sieier,* 
weak-Bpirited woman, who now 
hopes to supply to herself, in mj 
bride, the lost daughter ehe buI 
mourns for ! 

The captain then joined in, and 
re-urged her uncles hopes and 
"'lectationa , and his resolution 
actually to set about the gene- 
ral reconciliation; the mischief 
that might be prevented; and the 
certainty that there was , that her 1 
uncle might be prevailed upon to ' 
give her to me with his own hand, 
if she made it her choice to wwt 
for his coming up. But, for hii 
own part, he humbly advised, and 
fervently pressed her, to make the 
veiy nest day, or Monday at 
furthest, my happy day. 

Permit me, dearest lady, said 
he , a,n4 \ cowld kneet to you my- 
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I interest in my earaeslnesB, the insult (execrable osit nas) eo 
I pleasure iaboaltl have to imdeserredl; , bo uu^atefiill}' 
9 to serve you all; to be- given — but let him retire — for 
rou to give mean oppor- a momeut let him retire, 
to assure your uncle , that I I wiu more than half aftaid to 
saw with my own ejealhe trust the captain by himaelf with 
knot tied! — All miauiider- her. He gave me a sign that I 
ig, all doubts, all dilli- might depend upon him. And 
, will then be at an end. then I toOK out of my pocket his 

what, madam, rejoined I, letter to me, and Lady Betty's, 
Eeling, can there be in your I and Miss Montague's and Lord 
taiures, be they what they M.'s letters (which last she had 
hat can so happily , so re- , not then seen) ; and giving them 
', twill presume to say, foritohim, Procure for me, in the first 
and, obviate the present , place, Mr. Tomlins on, a re- penual 
ttesV lof these three letters; and t)f Ihis 

Howe herself, if she love, from Lord M. And I beseech 
nd if she love your fame, I yon, my dearest life, give them 
1, urged the captain, his due consideration: andletmeon 
ill bent, must congratulate my return find the happy effects 
sneb a happy couclusion. ' of that consideration, 
1 taming her face, sheaawj I then withdrew; with slow feet, 
itain halt-kneeling — Osir! however, and amisgiving heart. 
tain Tomliliaon! — Why The captain insisted upon this 
rliM condescension? extend- re- perusal previously to what she 
'hand tohia elbow, to raise had to say to him, as he tells me. 
[cannot bear this! ^ Then She complied, but with some diffi- 
• hereyeonme. Rise, Mr. culty-, asif shewasQ/rofrfof being 
,ce — kneel not to thepoorlsofieneilinmnfan.ur. 
re whom you have insulted!' She lamented her unhappy 
ruel the occasion for it! — I situation; destitute of friends, 
iw mean the submission I j and not knowing whither to go or 
mean to such an angel 1 — i what to do. She asked questions, 
,n I rise but to be forgiven! ,nifiing queniiunn, about her uncle, 
captain then re-urged once I about her family, and after what 
lie day — He was amazed, ' he knew of Mr. Hickman's friiit- 
, if she ever valued me — | less application in her favour, 
apt^u Tomlinson, inter- { He was well prepared in this 
sha.howniuchareyon the particular; for I had shewn him 
of Uiis man ! — Jf I had ; the letters and extracts of letters 
lalued him, he ttei-er tcoultl' of Miss Howe, which I had so 
dilinhiipoirerloiTisult me; happily come at*. Might she be 
ildI,ifIhadoererregarde(I,assured, she aaV.cd Vna ., ^%W<» 
trg /aien fo heart as I do, ,' • aeo Vol, 11. p. MU, h. wa.. 
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brother, with Singleton audi Capl, Who can forbear being 

Solmes , were actually in quest of I affected? — But, madam, you can 

her? be no other man's. 

He averred that they were. Ci. Nor would I be. Butheii 

She asked, if he thought 1 had '90 eunk with me! — To fire the 

hopes of prevailing on her to go housel — An artifiee so vile! — 

baoktotown? contrived for the worst of pm« 

He was sure I had not. poses! — Would you have H 

Waa he really of opinion that daughter of youra — but whsl 



lid I say? Yet you » 
1 have nolMxh' in whom 1 can con- 
fide! — Mr. Lovelace is a vindic- 
tive manl — He could not love tlw 
creature whom he could insult u 
he has insulted me 1 
I your She paused. And then ram- 
In short, In< 



Lady Betty would pay her 

He had no doubt of it. 

Bat, sir; but, Captain Tomlin- 
aon — [impatiently turning from 
him, and again to him] I know 

what to do ■— * ' 

daughter, si _ _ 

father — alaa! sir, Ihave neither forgive Aim, norheme. — DoyoB 

father nor mother I think, sir, I would have goneW 

He turned from her and wiped far as I have gone, if I hadin- 
his eyes. tended ever to draw with hiu in 

Oflir! you have hupianilj! [she one yoke? — I left behind me "uci 
wept too.] There are some men a letter — 

intheworld, thaiikheaven, that You know,' madam, he hu 
can be moved. Oeir, Ihave met acknowledged the justice ofyOM 
with hard-hearted men — in my-reaentment — 
own family too — or I conld not| sir, he can acknowledge, and 
have been so unhappy as I am — [he can retract, fifty times a day 
but I make every body unhappy ! — but do not think I am trifling. 



His eyes no doubt ri 

Dearest madam I Heavenly fc 
ladyl — Who can — who can — I 
hesitated and blubbered the dog, 1 
as he owned. And indeed 1 beard n 
some part of what passed, though 1 
theij both talked lower than I n 
wished; for from the nature of a 
ikeir conversation, there v 
room for altitudes. 

Theu, andndTH, and tb 
Hon it goes against me to include conduct has mademcn^pcac, pei- 
this angel ofa creature, and anyihaps, over-nice, when my heart 
man oa earth bat myself, in ane.wajrtftd to bo encouraged and Qjt- 



with myself and you, and want to 
f be permatled to loi^ive him, and 
- tohe^'v. There is not a creature 
, of my sex, who would have been 

mure explidl, and more frank, than 

I would have been, from the mo- 
I ment Ii'rifenJfd to behis,bad Ihad 
" a heart like my own to deal with. 
D I waa always nbove reserve, sir, I 

I will presume to say, where I had 
leofdonbt. Mr. Lovelace'i 
leappear, per- 
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lole behaviour would havej 
DTcmed by it. | 

itopt; her handkercliief at. 



paired after 

: her bebavioui aa nun as 
lier 'words. I love, tiiou 
Bt, to trace human nature, 
tre particularly female na- 
^ough its most secret re- 
pitiful fellow was lost in 
admiration of her. And 
e noble creature proceeded, 
the fate in unequal unions, 
lerable creatures , througii 
frequently incur censure, 
more happily yoked, they 
bo entitled to praise. And 
not shun a union with a 
liat might lead into errors a, 
re who fiattera herself that 
ilest with an inclination to 
d ; and who wisbeii to make 
one happy with whom she 

rvants? 

paused, taking a turnabout 

m — the fellow, devil fetch 

k mummy all the time: — 

roceeded. 

imerlv , indeed , I hoped to 

inmble means of reforming 

But, when I have mi mich 



silent was the varlet. If 
rocate had nothing to say 
, what hope of carrying my 

i)Ow,ur, what is the result 
— It is this — that 70U will 
our, if yott have (hat in- 



fluence over him which a man of 
your sense and experience ought 
to have, to prevail upon him and 
that for 7;i..i uviii sake, as well as 
for miVie, to leave me free to pur- 
sue my own destiny. And of this 
you may assure him , that I never 
will he aaj other mau's. 

Impossible, madam! I know 
that Mr. Lovelace would not hear 
me with patience ou such a topic. 
Ajid I do assure you that I have 
s-yme spirit, and should QOt care to 
take an indignity from him or 
from any nian living. 

She paused — then I'eBoming 
— And thiuk you , sir , that my 
uncle will refuse to receive alcttcr 
from me? [flow averse , Jack, to 
ciinrede a lilile in mi/ /iiuoiir.) 

Iknow, madam, as matters are 
circumstanced , tbat he would not 
ansii'er it. If you please I will 
carry one down from you. 

Aiid will he not pursue his in- 
tentions in vi/i favour, nor he him- 
self reconciled tome, exceptlam 
married ? 

From what your brother gives 
out, and affects to beheve, ouMr. 
Lovelace's living with you in the 

No more, sir — lam an unhappy 
creature 1 

lie theu re-urged , that it would 
be in her power instantly , or on 
the morrow, to put an end to all 
her difficulties. 

How can that beH said she: the 
licence sri^/lobeobtaincd? The 
settlements still to be signndV 
Miss Howe's answer lo my last 
unrecdoedl — A.i\4eW\\\, w ,\*. 
in aucli a, uuehy , as \l \ ftmii^^ 
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my honour in danger if I delayedt 
Yet marry the man from whom 
only it can be endaDgeredl — Un- 
happy, thrice unhuppy ClftriBsa 
Haclowel — In how many difficul- 
ties has one rash step involved 
thee — and she turned from him 
and nept. 

Thevarlet, byway of comfort, 
wept too: yet her tears, as he 
might have ohaerved, were tears 
that indicated rather a yielding 
than a perverse temper. 

There is a sort of stone, thou 
knowest, EO soft iu the quarry, 
that it may in a manner be cut 
with a knife; but if the oppor- 
tunity be not taken, and it 18 ex- 
posed to the air for any time, it 
will become as hard as marble, 
and then with difficulty it yields 
tothechisel.* So this lady, not 
taken at the moment, after a turn 
or two across the room, gained 
more resolution ; and then she de- 
clared, as she had done once be- 
fore, that she would wait the issue 
of MissHowe's answer to the letter 
she had sent her from hence, and 
take her measures accordingly 
leaving it to him , meantime 
make what report he thought fit 
to her uncle — the kindest that 
(ru(ft could bear, she doubted not 
from Captain Tomliuaon: and she 
should be glad of a few lines &om 
him, to bear what Ihal was. 

She wished him a good journey. 
She complained of her head; and 
was about to withdraw: but 1 
Btept round to the door next the 
sCairs, asiflhad but just 
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from the garden, (which as I en- 
tered, I catledavery pretty one) 
and took her reluctant hand aa 
she was going out: My desrwE 
life, you are not going? ^^ Whit 
hopes, captain? — Uaveyounst 
some hopes to give me of pardoN 
and reconciliation? 

She said, she would not be de- 
tained. But 1 would not let her 
go, till she had promised to ifi- 
tum, when the captain had i^ 
ported to me what ner resolation 

And when he had, I seat up and 
claimed her promise; and shs 
came down again, and repeated 
(as what she was detennined , 
upon) that she would wait for Miu 
Howe's answer to the letter sha 
bad written to her, and takehB 
meaaurcB according to its con- 

I expostulated with her nponit, 
in the most submissive and eameit 
manner. She made it necessary 
for me to repeat many of the pteu 
I had before urged. The captun 
seconded we with equal earnest- 
ness. At last, each fell down on 
our knees before her. 

She was distressed. Iwas afraid 
at one time she would have fainted. 
Yet neither of us would rise with- 
out some concessions- I pleaded 
my own sake; the captain, fail 
dear Mend her uncle's; and boA 
re-pleaded, the prevention of 
future mischief; and the peace 
and happiness of the two families. 

She owned herself unequal to 
conflict. She sighed. She sobbed. 
SivQvje'pt, Sba wrung her hands. 
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ud protestations. Hertear- 
!S were cast dawn upon me ; 
' upon each cliarm ing c he ek ; 
jle anguish la every lovely 
e — at last, Ler trembling 
Beeming to fail her, she 
into the next chair; he 
ingl'aoe, asif seeking for : 
; place (which & mother' 
.would hftve best BUpplied 
g upon her own shoulder, 
rgot at the instant all m; 
)f revenge, I threw uiyseEf 
feet asHnesat; audsaatch- 
Thand, pressed it with my 
I besought heaven to for- 
ly past offences, and prosper 
ture hopes, as I designed 
rably and justly by the 
Br or my heart, if once more 
luldreatore me to her favour. 
:hougbtlfelt drops of scald- 
iter [could they be tears?] 
I down upon my cheeks* 
my cheeks, glowiog like 
eemed to scorch up the un- 
oe strangers. 

in arose, not doubting of an 
I pardou in this silent dis- 
I raised the captain. 1 
ired him — By my soul, 
I am in earnest. Now talk 
nciliation, ofheruncle, of 
!nce, of Bettlements — and, 
; my voice. If now at last, 
nTomlinson, my angel will 
le leave l4) call so great a 
g mine, it will be impossible 
— ahouid say too much to 



as ioon as he pleaaeB, his 
themes for effecting tho; 



desirable reconciliation! — Nor 
shall he prescribe any terms to 
me that I will not comply with. 

The captain blessed me with 
his eyes and hands — ThankGodl 
whispered he. We approached 
the lady toother. 

Cnjit. What hinders, dearest 
madam, what now hinders, but 
that Lady Betty Lawrence, when 
shecomes, may be acquainted with 
the truth of every thing? And 
that then she may assist privately 
at your nuptials? — I will stay 
till they are celebrated; and then 
shall go down with the happy 
tidinga to my dear Mr. tlarlowe. 
And all will, all must, soon be 
happy. 

I must have an answer from 
Miss Howe , replied the still trem- 
bling fab one. I cannot change 
my new measures but with her ad- 
vice. I will forfeit all my hopes 
of happiness in this world, ratuer 
than forfeit her good opinion, and 
that she should think me giddy, 
unsteady, or precipitate. All I 
shall further say on the present 
suhjectia this, that, whenlhave 
her answer to what I have written, 
I will write to her the whole state 
of the matter , as I shall then be 
enabled to do. 

LiibeI. Then must I despair for 
ever — O Captain Tomlinson, 
MEss Howe hates me! — Miss 

Cajil. Not so perliaps — when 
Miss Howe Itnows your concern 
for having offended, she will never 
advise, that with such prospects 
of geuetal i:ecoiit\\\a.'i.\w\ , ftvi 
Lopes of BO maiTi^ ijtiua\'i.'iv;Wva 
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KiVBonB in both famiiies ahoiild be 
ustrated. Some little time, as 
tliiB excellent lady has foreseen 
and biated, will necesaarily be 
taken up in actually procuring 
the licence, and in perusing and 
siEnlne the settlements. In that 
!S Howe 'a answer may be 



make Mr. Harlowe easy. All I 
fear from delay ia, from Mr, James 
Httrlome'a quarter; and therefore 
all must be conducted with pru- 
dence and privacy: — ■ as your 
uncle, madam, has proposed. 

She was aileiit, I rejoiced in 
ber silence. The dear creature, 
thought 1, has actually forgiven 
me ill her heart! — But why will 
she not lay me under obligation to 
her, by the generosity of an es- 
plicit declaration? — And yet, aa 
that would not accelerate any 
thingi while the licence is not in 
my aands , she ia the lees to be 
blamed (if I do her justice) for 
taking more time to ilexraid. 

I proposed , as on the morrow 
night, toco to town; and doubted 
not to bring the licence up with 
me on Monday morning. Would 
she be pleased to assure roe, that 
ahe would not depart from Mrs. 
Moore's. 

She should stay at Mrs. Moore'a 
till she had an answer from Miss 
Howe. 

I told her, that 1 hoped I might 
bare her lacil consent at least '' 
tke obtaiu'mg of the licence. 



I saw by the turn of her 
tenance that 1 should not bi 

asked this question. She wai 
far from laciUij consenting, t 
she declared to the contraty. 

As 1 never intended , I said, 
ask her to ent^r again into 
house, with the people of whi 
she was BO much ofTeuded . wo 
she be pleased to give orders 
her clothoa to be brought 
hither? Or should Dorcas alte 
ber for her commands 
head? 

Sbe desired not ever 
see any body belonging to tli 
house. Sbe might perliaps g 
Mrs. Moore or Mra. Uevis to | 
thither for ber, and take her ke 
with them. 

I doubted not, I said, thatLa< 
Betty would arrive by that tin 
I hoped she bad no objcctioo 
my bringing that Lady and I 
cousin ftfontague up with ni 

She was silent. 

To he sure, Mr. Lovelaoa 
the captain , the lady ci 
obieotJon tc **-'- 






still silent. 



assent. 

Would she be picasad ta 
to Miss Howe? — 

Sir! sir I peevishly intern 
— no more questions; u 
scribing to me — you will 
you thmk fit. So will I, 
please. I own no obligat 
you. Captain TomlinBon, 
servant. Recoinmoiid me i 
uncle Marlowe's favour. Ai 
going' j^ 

ItaokhCr reluctant han^ 
\\jeaDUgta. \icT tjsi-3 V> x^ 
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what purpose meet jou' 
yoa more to say than hu: 
Hid — I have had enough of 
od protestatioDS, Mr. Love- 
To what purpose should 1 
Ott to-mon'Ow mominc? 
lested my request, and that 
) most ferveut manner, 
; six in the Diorning. 
lU know that I am alna^B 
I before that hour, at this 

of the year," wjisthehalf- 
jed consent. 

then again recoromended 
'to her uncle's favour; and 
ew. 

thus , Belford , has she 
[ her martels, as Lord M. 

say, and I worsted mine. 
lowe'fl next letter is now 
age on which the tate of 
nust tnm. I shall be ab- 
j mined and undone, if 1 
I intercept it. 

LETTER XXI. 



8sl. midnight. 

■est, says a text that I one 
preached upon, lo the Kicked 

I cannot close my eyes (yet 
anted to compound for half 
ir in an elbow chair) 
cribble on. 

rted with the captain after 
ir strong debate with him in 
Q to wbat is to be the fate 

lady. As the fellow has 
jllent head, and would have , 
an emiaeut Egure i 
of life, had not his eai-Jy 



as he had the right side of the 
argument; I had a good deal of 
difficulty with him; and at last 
brought myself to promise, thatif 
Icould prevail upon her generous- 
ly to forgive me , and to reinstate 
me in her favour, I would make it 
my whole endeavour to get off of 
my contrivances, as happily aal 
could (only that Lady Betty and 
Charlotte musl tomr!); and then 
substituting him for her uncle's 
proxy, take shame to myself and 

But if I should, Jack, (with the 
strongest antipathy to the state 
that ever man had) what a figuri! 
shall 1 make in rakish annals? 
And can 1 have taken all this 
paiuB for nothing? Or for a wife 
only, that however excellent [and 
aiii/ woman, do I thiidt I could 
make good , because I could make 
any woman /'i^ai' as well as^uusme] 
might have been obtained with- 
out the plague I have been at, 
and much more reputably than 
with it? And hast thou not seen, 
that this haughty woman [forgive 
me that I call her haaglityl anda 
woman! Yet is she not haughty?] 
knows not how to forgive with 
graciousness? Indeed has not at 
all forgiven me? But holds my 
soul in a suspeme which has been 
BO grievous to her own. 

Atthis silent moment, I think, 
that if 1 were to pursue my 
formerscheme, and resolve to tiy 
whether I cannot maV* a,^«i.'i»t 
I fault setve £w a. spoMe \a -m-^tt 
outtbtlesa: aaiH.b.e\v\>ei' — ^■°™ 
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for that; I can justify myself to 
"ii/self; and that, as the fair in- 
vincible would suy, is all in all. 

As it is my intention , in all my 
reflections, to avoid repeating, at 
least dwelling upon , what I nave 
before written to thee, though the 
state of the case may not have 
varied; so I would have thee to 
le-consideT the old reasonings 
(praticularly those contained in 
my answer to thy last* eipostula- 
toiy nonsense!; and add the neio 
as they fall from my pen; and 
then I shall think myself invin- 
cible; — at least, as arguing rake 

1 take the gaining of this lady 
to be essential to my hsppineas; 
and is it not natural for alltaea to 
aim at obtaining whatever they 
think will make them happy, be 
the object more or less consider- 
able in the eyes of others? 

As to the manner of endeavour- 
ing to obtain her, by falsificatiDit 
of ootbs , vows , and the like — do 
not the poet£ of two thousand 
years and upwards tell us, that 
Jupiter laughs at the perjuries of 
lovers ? Ana let me itdd to what 1 
have heretofore mentioned on 
that head, a question or two. 

Bonotthe mothers, the aunts, 
the grandmothers, the govei- 



they are not to regard their oaths, 
vows, promises? — What a parcel 
of fibbers would all these reverend 
matronabe, lYlhere were not now 

• Ses Vol. U. Letter dxrii. 



and then a pretty ciedulouB rogue 
taken in for a justification of their 
preachments , and to serve as a 
beacon lighted up for the benefit 
of the rest? 

Do we not then see^ that an 
honest prowling fellow is a neces- 
sary evil on many accounts? Do 
we not see that it is highly re- 
qaisite that a sweet girl should be 
nowand then drawn aside byhimy 
— And the more eminent the girl, 
in the graces of peRon, mind, and 
fortune, is not tlie example likely 
to be the more efficacious? 

If these piistulala be granted 



fore so fit for an example tn the 
rest of the sei? — At worst, I am 
entirely within my worthy friend 
Mandeville'B asBertion, ihai prinate', 
i-ices are public benefils. 

Well then, if this sweet creature 
must fall, as it is called, fertile 
benefit of all the pretty fooli of 
the sex, she tnii»t; and there's an 
end of the matter. And what 
would there have been in it of un- 
common or rare, had I not been 
so long about it? — And sol dis- 
miss all farther argumentation 
and debate upon the question : 
and 1 impose upon thee, when 
thou writest to me, an eternal 
silence on this head. 

Wafered on, as an afler-wiitlen 

intraducfiim 10 the paragraplu 

uihkh foUoU), marked teUh 

lumed commas [(Au»,"]t 

Lord, Jack, what shall I do 

.,now\ — fto-N BTic evil brings on 



tal— Wliile 1 was meditating a 
-ibple robbery, here have I (in my 
tn defence indeed) been guil^ 
rfmnrder! A bloody murder! — 
« I believe it will (jrove. — At 
teiaat g88i) 1 — Poor impertinent 
OpMserf Eteraallj' reaiatiiiK! - 
BKninll;' contradicting! Ihei- 
^lies, welterinc in her blood; 
br death's wound have I given 
W! ~ But she was a thief, an 
aportor, OB well as a tormentor. 
m had stolen my pen. — While 
Inssollenly meditating, doubt- 
atii to my futore measures , she 
meit; and thus she wrote with 
iljinahand eiacfty like my own; 
•m woald have faced me down, 
fill it was really my own hand- 

"Bat let me reflect, before it 
^isolate. On the manifold per- 
Wtians of this ever admirable 
(tUtUreletmereflect. Thehand 
VH ii only held up. The blow is 
TO gtruck. Miaa Howe's ueit 
mletmay blow thee up. In policy 
fm ghouldeat be now at leaat 
eit. Thou canst not live with- 
ber. Than wouldeat rather 



•pon her, inflexible .__ . _ . . 

Ijibe, for marriage. But if 

'Mfind thee a villain, thoumayeat 
»Wer more engage her attention, 
Ud the perhaps will refuse and 
"tborlbee. 

"Yet already have I not gone 
'iin far? Like a repentant tiief, 
t&aid of hia gang, and obliged, 
la go OD, itt fear of hangine' till 
it ctmea to be haoffed Iain alraid, 



of the gang of my cursed eontri- 

"As 1 hope to live, lam sorry 
(at the present writing) that I 
have been such a foolish plotter, 
as to put it, aslfear Ihave done, 
ontof my 'iicnnofccrto be honest. 
I hate oompniflion in all forma; 
and cannot bear, even to be t'om- 

t-elled to be the wretch my choice 
las made me ! — So now, Belford, 
" thouhastsaid, I " " — '' 









'Upon my aoul, Jack, it ia a 
very foolish thing for a man of 
spirit to have brought liimseif to 
such a height of iniquity, that he 
must proceed, and cannot help 
liimself ; and j'et to be neit to cer- 
tain, that his very victory will 
undo him. 

"Why was anch a woman as 
this thrown into my way, whose 
very fall will be her glory, and 
perhaps not only my auame, but 
my destruction V 

" What a happiness must that 
I know, who moves regularly 
Dme laudable end, and has no- 
thing to reproach himself within 
his progress to it] When, by 
honest means, he attains hia end, 
how great and unmixed must be 
his enjoyments! What a happy 
man, in this particnlar case, had 
I been, had it been given me to te 
only what I wished to appear to 
be!" 

Thus far had my conscience 
written with my pen; and see 
what a recreant she had made of 
me!— I seized her by the throat 
— There! — (lieie, saiil, ftiQAi. 
viJe impertinent'. — 'Ysilui 
\0* 
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Mid thtit - How often have I 

<;m,-h \\\fy Bftn.ing! - WJii now, 
■I, ..11 iutrudiiig viirletess, 
. rhy Ijuh1ii<!bbI 
,.i liiiTvuicod, rearing 
ii'iiliaiid, in vainim 
. 1 1/ ititrcy, who, in Ibi 
I ivud me BO little! — 
:,>i M, muig blow! — 
.;ll ihi/ pftin. 



L(. 



t be over. - 
r - Wulteroo! — HadI 

Ihee thy death 'a wound, 

lh,„^w<>iilii<]*t hiive robbed me oi 

oil my l",V»- Thou couldeat not 

|i«r« iiimiVled me, 'tis plain. Thou 

o»alil<»t ">ily have thrown 

l„l,ii|(i»pnir. Didst thou not 

4bitl I I'iid goiio t«o far to recede? 

Wultitr on, onue more I bid 

1 — Gaup on ! — T/ior thy last 

I lurelyl — llow hard diest 

[tiiaii t — Unhappy man! 

II Itico, however, to 

iiHi, adieu, to thee, 
,ihle. Bud, tUl now, 

■Mi|iiin'itbhi bosom intruder! 

iBlyil to Ihoo forever! 

I.HTTBR XXII. 

KlinnUratnJabnllviroM, Enj. 
HHInlur ini'i'ni ('"" 11) 4 o'tloak. 



walk out with me on the Heath, 
thia warm and fine morning. 

The birds niuat have awaksnwl 
her before now. They are m full 
uong. She always gloried in ac- 
uoBtoming herself to behold the 
ann-rise; one of God's natontl 
wonders, as once she called it 

Her window salutes the easL 
The valieyg must be gilded by his 
raya, by the time I am withber; 
for already have they made ths 
up-landa smile, and the face of 
nature cheerful. 

How miBDitable wilt thoa find 
this gay preface to a subject io 
gloomy, as that 1 am now retura- 

I am glad to hear thy tedias* 

expectations are at last answered. 

Thy servant tella me , that tholl 

: plaguily grieved ut the ali 

fellow's departure. 

Ican't say, but thou maj'stfvoik 

if thou wert; harassed as thou 

hast been for a number of daj» 

and nights with a close atlendanCB 

u])OD a dying man, beholding iai 

drawing-ou hour — pretending, 

'" decency 'ssalte, to whine ova 

excruciating pangs — to be m 

the way to answer a thousand in* 

pertinent inquiriesafterthi ' 

of a man thou wishedst t( 

to pray by him — forsooooe 

otesttome! — Toread by 

to be forced to join in oour 

tiouwith a crew or solemn MM 



I'liliig thy ponr old,radingdoctors, and theiroffiM 

Hii Ihim I ri*!' fKxw my,Zani«s the apothecaries, jd^ 

hliHhnii(}*Kir, rofroch, new- 1 with the bntcheilv tribe of sd 

ml 1(1 U< nty oliArini^r.lliciUorsj ail comluned to can] 

iiitwltliitt«mliii|j; her r«- the physical farce, andtocnfj 

IV, J l»'liv to pMXUl upon Id thougsbtiOx from his flesh s 



— to have the Bupemdi 
•pprehension of dividing thy] 
interest in what he shHlt leave 
with a creiv of e^er-hopiog, 



never -to - be - satiafiei 
legatees, and the devil knows; 
I, of private gratifiers of paB-i 
IS laudable and ilUadable — 
in these cinnmistajiceB, I wonder 
not that thou lookest before eer- 
rante (as little grieved at heart aa 
thjMU, and who are gaping after 
lefKcies, as thou after AnVsAi))) aa 
iflhou indeed were grieved; and 
Mjif the most niy-faced woe had 
befallen thee. 

Then, aa I have often thought, 
the reflection that must naturnlly 
i &om Buch mortifying ob- 
>, as the death of one with 
vrbomwB have been familiar, mnat 
afford , when we are obliged to at- 
tend it in its slow approaches, and 
b its face-twisting paogs, that it 
viUanedaybeourows case, goes 
t great way to credit the appear- 
uoe of Krief. 

Andtlisitia that, seriously re- 
flected upon, may temporarily give 
afioe air of sincerity to the wail- 
ingaof lively wiilowa, heart-esult- 
mghein, and residnary legatees 
of all denominations; since, by 
keeping down the inward joy, 
those interesting reflections must 
■adden the aspect, and add an ap- 
pearance of real concern to dicas- 
fumed sables. 

Well, but now thou art come to 
the reward of all thy watchings, 
anxieties, and close attendances, 
tell me what it is; tell me if it 
compenaale thy trouble, and an-i 
— ST thy hope. 
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As to myself, thou seest, _, . _ 
gravity of my style, how theanb- 
:jectha« helped to mortify me. But 
'the necessity I am ander of com- 
mitting either speedy matrimony, 
or a rape, has saddened over inj 

iayer prospects, and, more than J 
le case itself, contributed to make J 
ae svmpatbize with thy preeenta 
joyfiil sorrow. 

Adieu, Jack, I roust oe soon out 
of my pain; and my Clarissa shall 
be soon out of hers^for so does 
the arduousnesB of the case re- 



™a.j.ra 



1 

t 

1 

I 



I HAVB had the honour of my 
charmer's company for two com- 
plete hours. We met before six in 
Mrs. Moore's gai'den. A walk on 
the Heath refused me. 

The sedaleness of her aspect, 
and her kind compliance in this 
meeting, gave me hopes. And all 
that either the captain or 1 bad 
urged yesterday to obtain a full 
ana free pardon, that re-urged I; 
and I told her, besides, that Cap- 
tain Tomlinaou was gone down 
with hopes to prevail upon her 
uncle UarlowB to come up in per- 
son, in order to present to me the 
greatest blessing that ever man re- 
ceived. 

But the utmost I could obtain 
was , that she would take no reso- 
lution inmy favour till slie received 
j Miss Howe's ■nei.t\ettM, 

I wiW noticpca.V ftift a-T^iweoSa 
I used : bull wi\\ gv'jft flaae &%«^^ 
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Btanee of what ahe eaid in anawer 
to them. 

She had conaidered of every 
thing, ahe told me. My whole con- 
duct was before her. The house I 
carried her to must bearile house. 
I'he people early shewed what 
they were capableof, in the earnest 
attempt made to faaten Miss Par- 
tington upon her; as she doubted 
not, with my approbation — 
[aurely, thought I, she has not re 
oeiveaa duplicate of Miss Howe' 
letter of detection?) They heard 
her cries. M^ insult nas undoubt- 
edly premeditated. Dy my whole 
recollected hehaviourto her, pre- 
viona to it, it must be so. I bad 
the vilest of views, no question. 
Andmy treatmeutof berput it out 
of all doubt. 

SoulaU oTer.Belford! she seems 
seuaible of liberties that my pas- 
sion made me insensible of having 
takeu, or ahe could not so deeply 
resent. 

She besought me to give over 
all thouehta of her. Sometimes, 
she sail, she thought herself 
cruelly treated by her nearest and 
dearest relations ; at suiA times, a 
spirit of repining and even of re- 
aentment toolt place; and the re- 
conciliation at other times so de- 
sirable, was not then so much the 
favourite wish of her heart, as was 
the scheme she had formerly 
planned — of taking her good 
Norton for her directress and 
guide, and living upon her own 
estate in the manuer tier grandfa- 
ther had Intended she should live. 

This scheme she doubted not 
i&atlier cousioMotdea, wbowaai 



one of her trustees for that estab 
would enable ber(and that, ai ah 
hoped, without Utigation) t 
pursue. And if he can, and doei 
what sir, let me ask you, said she 
havelaeenin your conduct, tha 
should make me prefer to it ai 
union of interest, where there ii 
sucha disunion in minds? 

So Ihon aeest, Jack, there is 
reoMii as Tf^llaa resenlment, in the 
preference ahe makes.against mfll 
— Thou Beest , that ane presume! 
to think that she can be bamj 
mthout me; and that shemiutM 
unhappy wilhmel 

I have besought her in the con- 
cluaionofmy reurged argumenB, 
to write to Miss Howe before Mi* 
Howe's answer could come, bw- 
der to lay before her the preaent 
state of things; and if she leaulit 



giveil 



n the full knowledge of 

So I would, Mr. Lovelace, was 
the answer, if I were in doubt my- 
self, which I would prefer; mar 
riage, ortheachemel havemen 
tioned. You cannot think, ur 
but the latter mast be my choice 
I wish to part with you with tern 
pet — don't put me upon repeat 
mg — 

Pait wilh vie, madam! intet 
rupted I — I cannot bear thos 
words! — But let me beseech yoi! 
however, to write to Miss Howe, 
hope, if Miss Howe ia not m; 

She is not the enemy of you 
person, aw, — aa -stivv ■would b 
i\ con.vi\i.c&4 , 'i "3 QM Bu.™ lidT lasi ii 



But were she 
o youT atfiHiw, she would 



K. 

■■Knniji frieDd, nor the Mead 
Btrtw, Why will you provoke 
bom me, Mr. Lovelace, the harsh- 
nets of expreBsion, which, however 
deserved tyyou, I am unvrillinj 
just now to use, having eufferei 
enough in the two past asys from 
my own vehemence '? 

I bit my lip for vexation. I wue 
silent. 

Mias Howe , proceeded she, 
knows the fiillstitte of matters al- 
wady, sir. The answer I expect 
from her respects mipelf, not yoa. 
Bet heart is too warm in the cause 
afMendsbip, to leave me iu sus- 
pense one moment longer than is 
necessary, as to whHt I want to 
know. Nor does her answer ab- 
solutely depend upon herself. She 
imiBt see a person first; and that 
person petbapa must see others. 

The curaed smuggler -woman, 
Jack ! — Miss Howe's Townsend, 
I doubt not! — Plot, contri- 
vance, intri^e, stratagem! — Un- 
derground moles these women — 
htttlet the earth cover me! let me 
beamoletoo. thoughtl, if they 
carry their pointl — And if this 
lady escapo me now ! 

She frankly owned, that shehad 
once thought of embarking ohI nf 
all our waut for some one of our 
American colonies; but now that 
she had been cojnpelitil to see me 
(which had been her greatest 
dread, and which she would have 

en her life to avoid), she thoagbt 

I might be happiest in the rO' 
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come. But if he came not soon, 
audif she hada difficulty to get to 
a place of refuge, whether from her 
brother or from uiif/ bodij else, 
[meaning me, Iauppose]ahe might 
yet perhaps go abroad: for, to say 
the truth , she could not think of 
returning to her father's bouse; 
since hert rotber's rage, h er sister's 
upbraidings, her father's au^er, 
her mother's still more affectmg 
sorrowings, and her own con- 
under them nil, would 



. Idie, for Miss Hawe'anert 
letter I I would bind, gag, strip, 
rob, and do anything but murder, 
to intercept it. 

But, determined aa she seems to 
be, it was evident to me neverthe- 
leaa, that she had still some ten- 
derness for me. 

She often wept as she talked, 
and much oftener sighed. She 
looked at me twice with aa eye of 
undiiubleil gentlenesB, and three 
times with an eye lending to com- 

Eaaaion nud softness: but ita 
enign rays were as often snaldied 



I 



be trusted, and could not 
stand against my eager eyes; 
seeking, as they did, for a Ion 1 
heartinhers,andendeavouringto J 
penetrate to her very sonl. 1 

MorethanonoeltQOktftttasii. ' 
She BtruggVei not inittVi «,^%i.ti^ '» 
the freedom, 1 -fitcsaea. *■ ™«* 






152 



Tn]! HISTORY OP 



with my lips. She wne not very 
aogrj. A frown indeed; but » 
frown that had more diatresBinit 
than indignation. 

How came the dear soul (clothed 
S3 it is with such a silken vesture) 
by ftll its steadiness*? — Was it 
necessary, that the active eloom 
of such a, tfrant of a father, sbould 
commiiwith snch a passive sweet- 
nesB of a will-less iiioilier, to pro- 
duce a constancy, an equanimity, 
a steadiness, in the ilaugliier, 
which never woman before could 
boast of? — If so, she is more 
obliged to that despotic father 
than I conld have imagined a 
creature to be , who gave distinc- 
tion to every one related to her 
beyond what the crown itself can 
confer. 

I hoped, I said, that she would 
admit of the intended vie it, which 
I had so often mentioned, of the 
two ladies. 

She was liere. She had seen me. 
She could not help herself at pre- 
sent. She ever had the highest 
regard for the ladles of my family, 
because of their worthy charac- 
ters. There she turned away her 
Bweetfacc, and vanquished an 
half-risen sigh. , 

I kneeled to her then. It was 
upon a verdant cushion: for we 
were npon the grass walk. |1 
caught her hand. I besought her 
with an earnestness that called 
up , as 1 conld feel , my heart to 
my eyes, to make me, byherfor- 



wJial tie benelf si;i on (bal iiodloeBa 
iw bj It , cTHDot help wimiring. 



givenesH and example , more 
worthy of them, and of her own 
'kind and generous wishea. Bymy 
soul, madam, said I, yon staDiue 
with your goodness, your unde- 
served goodness! and I cannot 
bear it I 

Why, why, thought I, ai I did 
several times in this conversatiDD, 
will she not (7"! froTis/y forgive mfl? 
Why will she make it neceassiy 
for me to bring Lady Betty snd 
my cousin to my assistance? Ctn 
the fortress expect the same ad- 
vantageous capitulation, wliiA_ 
yields not to the sum 
sistlesB conqueror, as if it 
not the trouble of brinj 
and raising its heavy 
against it? 

What Sfnuihiliiiea , Baid 4* 
divine creature , withdrawing b(t 
hand, must thou have supprewrf' 
— What a dreadful, whatajwU- 
cial hardness of heart must thiirt 
be; who canst be capable of rodi 
emotions as sometimes thou hut 
shewn; and ofsuch sentimentiM 
sometimes have flowed irom tiiy 
lips; yet canst have so far over- 
come them all, as to be able to aet 
as thou hast acted , and that from 
settled purpose and premedita- 
tion; and this, 'as it is mid, 
throughout the whole of thy life, 
from infancy to this tune! 

I told her, that 1 Tiad hoped, 
from the generous concern she 
bad expressed for me, whenlwai 
so sudden Iv and dangerously 
taken ill — |the ipecacuanha ex- 
periment. Jack!] 

I Sbc m\eTT\i^\fti -soft — WcO 
ib8.ve 70VI TCsaiili w* ^ot '^n 

sM 
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mcern yon sneak of! — How- 
r, I will fruDkly own, now that 
n detennined to thiiii do more 

if you, that 70a might (□□sa.tiafied 

la I nerertheieas wna with you) 

Pave made anintereflt^ 

> She naneed. I besought bet to 

[proceea. 

t Do you Boppose, eir, and turned 

ttmyherBireet face as we walked 



fio yon enppoBe, that I had not 
Iftooght of laying down apian to 
IjOTera myself by, when 1 found 



Injself BO unhappily over-reach ed 
lladcheated, aBlmayaay, out of 
- when I found , that 1 
Id notif,andrf'j, what I wished 
tabt, vadlii'lo, do you imagine, 
'^t I had not cast about, what 

s the I 
»ke?- 
e mxt course has not cost me 
ne pain, to he ohb'ged to — 
> There again she stopt. 
I But let us break off discourae, 
med she. The subject grows 
— she sighed — let us break 
isoDUse — 1 will go in — I will 
iKiparQ for church — [the devill 
hongbt I]. Well aa I can appear 
faitiiese every day worn clothes — 
teoking npon herself — I will go 
to church. 

t She then tnmed from me to go 
Into the house. 

[ Bless me, my beloved creature, 
Bleas me with tlie continuance of 
taiia affecting conversation — re- 
porso has seized my heart! — I 
InrB been eiceaaively wrong — 
ppTB me further cause to curse my 
Eeedless folly, by the continuance 
^iinBoa}ai, but aoul penetrating 
^reraation. 



No, no, Mr. Lovelace. I have 
3 aid 1.00 much. Impatience begius 
to break in upon nie. If you can 
excuse me to the ladies , it will he 
better for my mind's sake, and for 
yoor credits sake, that 1 do not 
Bee them. Call me to ihem over- 
nice, petulant, prudish; whatyou 
S lease call me to them. Nobody 
utMiBsHowe, towhom, neitto 
the Ahnighty, and my own mo- 
ther, 1 wish to stand acquitted of 
wilfiil error, ehall know tJie whole 
of what haspassed. Be happy, aa 
you may ! — Deserva to be happy, 
and happy you will be, in your 
own reflection at least, were you 
to be ever bo unhappy in other re- 
spects. For myself, if I shall be 
euabled, ou due reflection, to look 
back npon my own conduct, with- 
out the great reproach of having__ 
wilfully, and against the light ot ^ 
my own judgment, erred, iBba!! 
be more happy than if I had all 
that the world accoimts deai- 

Thenoble creature proceeded; 
for I could not speak. 

This Be If- acquittal, when spirits 
are lent me todispel the darkness, 
which at present too often nver- 
clouds mj mind, will, 1 hope, 
make me snperior to all the cala- 
mities that can befal me. 

Her whole person was informed 
by her senliments. She seemed 
to be taller than before. How the 
God within her eialted her, not 
only above me, but above her- 
self! 

Divine cTeat\iic\ t>ft V flmuijV'i. 
her) leaiied^ieT, \ ajitanyiX^A^*^ 
thesupenonty oEt-sstoinA.', ° 
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-bat she inter- 
rupted me — "All human excel- 
lence, Baid she, is comparative 
only. My mind, I believe, is in- 
deed auperior to yours, debased 






as youra is by evil habits: but I 
had not known it to 1: " " "'^ - 
had not laken pains to 
of the inferiority of yonre. 

How great , how aublimely 

real, this creature! By my soul, 
cannot forgive her for her 
Tirtues! There is no bearing the 
couEciousnesB of the infinite in- 
feriority she chareed me with. — 
But why will she break from me. 






^1 



id reaolutions a 



I taking 



Klace f — The red-hot 
ises to strike — O why will she 
HufFer the yielding was to harden? 
We had gone but a few paces 
towards the house, when we were 
met by the impertinent women, 
with notice that breakfast was 
ready, I could only, with uplifted 
hands, beseech her to give me 
hope of a renewed conversation 
after breakfast. 



and up stairs directly. Nor would 
she oblige me with her company 
at the tea-table. 

I offered by Mrs. Moore to quit 
both the table and the parlour, 
rather than she should exclude 
herself, or deprive the two widows 
of the favour of her company. 

That was not all thematter, she 
told Mrs. Moore. She had been 
straggling to keep down her 
temper. It had cost her some 
pains to do it. She waa deairouB i 
to compose herself, in hopes to 



ceive benefit by the divine wor- 
ship she was going to join in. 

Mrs. Moore hoped for ber pre- 
sence at dinner. 

She had rather beexcused. Yet, 
if she could obtain the frame of 
mind she hoped for, she might not 
he averse to shew, that she hsd 
got above those sensibilitiei, 
which gave consideration to i 
man who deserved not to be to ha 
what he had been- 

Thia said, no doubt, toletMn. 
Moore know, that the garden con- 
versation had not been a reuon- 
ciling one. 

Mra. Moore seemed to wondeii 
that we were not upon a betta 
foot of uuderstanding , after i> 
long a conference; and the dwi^ 
as she believed, that the lady bid 
given in to the proposal for the»- 
petition of the ceremony, whiehl 
had told them was insisted upon 
by her uncle Harlowe. But 1 ac- 
counted for this, by telling bath | 
widows, that she was resolved to 
keep on the reserve, till she hvud 
from Captain To mbn sou, whether 
her uncle would be present in per- 
son at the solemnity, or would 
name that worthy gentleman for 
bis proxy. 

Again 1 enjoined strict secresy, 
as to this particular, which wis 
promised by the widows, as well 
for themselves, as for MissKaw- 
linsi of whose tacitamity they 
gave me such an account, at 
shewed me, that she was necrel- 
keeper-yeiteral to all the women of 
fashion at Hamp^itead. 
\ Tte LoTi, 5aR.k\ Vl^iiA a. world 
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line know? ~ What a Pau- 
l's box must her bosom be i — 
had I nothing that mas more 
;hy of my attention to regard, 
mid engage to open it, and 
.e my uses of the ^Useovery. 
nd now, Belford, thou per- 
est that all m^ reliance ia 
n the mediation of Lady Betty 
Miss Montague, and upon the 
e of uiterceptiDgMiaa Howe's 

LBTTEB XXTV. 



HE fair tuexorable is actually 
Bto church, with Mrs. Moore 
Mra. BeviB. But Will closely 
aia her motions; and 1 am in 
iray to receive any occasional 
Uigenee from him. 
le did not choose [a mighty 
iwiththesex! aaiftheywere 
lys to have their own wills !J be 

I ahonld wait upon her. Iiyoi ^ 
not much press it, that she Weil, then, it mustbe lote, I 
it not apprehend, that I fancy. Love itself, inspiring love 
ght I had reason to doubt her of an object so adorable, some 
ntary retiim. httle attentionpoaaiblypaidlike- 

onee had it in my head to | wise to thy whining arguments in 
! found the widow Bevis other her favour. 
loyment. And I believe she | Let love then be allowed to be 
Id have been as well pleaBed|the moving principle; and the 

my company ae to go tO|rather, as i,ove naturally makes 
«h; for she seemed irresolute, the lover loth to disoblige the ob- 
B I told her, that two out of ject of its flame: and knowing, 
milf were enough to jjo to i that an offence of the medilated 
uh for one day. But having [kind will be a mortal offence to 
tbin^on, (as the women call, her, cannot bear that I should 
J thrag) and her aunt Moore, think of giving it. 
icting her company , she Let love and toe ta.lt toa,i*.V«t 

rht it best to go -~ lent ii i a. little on tiiia B\ibjtiiit — ^ift v\. *j 



pered she, to one who was above 
regarding how it looked. 

bo here am I in my dining- 
room ; and have nothing to do but 
to write, till tliejr return. 

And what will be my subject, 
thinkest thoul — Why, the old 
beaten one, to he sure; self-debate 
— through temporary remorse; 
for the blow being not struck , her 
guardiau angel is redoubling bis 
efforts to save her. 

If it be not Ihal [and yet what 

Eower should hir guardian angel 
aveovermfi.'] I don't kuow what 
it is, that gives a clieck to my 
revenge, whenever I meditate 
treason against so sovereign a 
virtue. Conscience is dead and 
gone, as 1 told thee; so it cannot 
be that. A young conscience 
CTOwing up, like the phcenix, from 
uie ashes of the old one, it cannot 
be surely. But if it were, it would 
' hard, if 1 could not overlay a 



1 
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Jack, thou Beest that I am for'went bo far back as to "my ^ 

giving every whiffler aadience.'euanhailiueBs. 

But Mu must be tbe last debate on I I never talked sofamiliarljlri 

this inbject; for is not her fate in ibis godship before; thou m aye 

amanner nt its crisis? And must ' think therefore that his diale 

not my nert atep be an irretrie- sounded oddly ii 

__i.i — J, tend which way it will? t' " •-'-•' 



Anb now the debate is over. 

A thousand eharraing things 
(for love is gentler than cos- 
gciehce) has this little urchin aug- 



n her favour. 



k 



though my love was a prodigious 
strong and potent love; and 
though it has the merit of many 
months' faithful service to plead, 
and has had infinite difficulties to 
struggle with; yet that it is not 

Right sort "/' hve! — A puppy! 
— But, with due regard to your 
deityship , said I , what merits has 
she with you, that //on should be 
of her party? hhers, I pray you, 
a riffia Hart her luvef Is it lore at 
all?' — She don't /irelend that it is. 
She owns not yonr sovereignty. 
What a d — 1 moves i/uu, to plead 
thus eameatly for a rebel, who 
despises your power? 

And then he came with his ips 
and arnTs — and it would have 
been, and nlHl, as he believed, 
would be, love, andalove ofthe 
exalted kind, if I would em 
it by the righl surl of li 
talked of: and, injustice 
his opinion, pleaded her 



then he told me how often I hi 
thrown cold water upon the mo 
charming flame that ever warmi 
a lady's bosom, while butyonn 






I required a definition of th. 
rigM siirt of love. He tried atil 
but made a sorry hand of it: nt 
could I, for the soul of me, beono 
viuced , that what he meant t 

Uponthe whole, wehadanol 
able controversj^ upon this lub 
ject, in which he insisted upon tb 
nnprecedeiiled merit of the Udj 
Nevertheless I got the better o 
him: for he was struck absolatel; 
dumb, when (waving berpresen 
perverseness, which yet waaaaili 
flcient answer to all his pleas) 
asserted , and offered to proT 
it, by a thousand instanceB in 
promplv , that love was not gt 
vemed by mei-it^ nor could t 
under the dominion of prudmc 
or any other reasiirdng power: HI 

if the lady were capable of love , 
was of such a sort of love , at 
had milking tn <tn irilh, and whti 
never before reigned in a feml 

I asked him what he thonght 
her flight ft-om me, at a time wh 
I was more than half overcoi 
by the rigM sort of tuuf he talk 
of? — And then 1 shewed him t 
, __ weil those of yeater-Uettei Bbe-wtQ\R, ^aiVAtwhi 
oftbia morning: and evenWei iot iq& , ■(iv'Caws.vo.'venSvoa. 
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^^Hpiutely to bceckk my | upon irliat a sleuder thread my 

R^Ro provoke me to hong, destiny huag. 

■ft, or etioot myself; fa) say But not to keep tbeo iu bub- 

ingof amultitudeof declura-lpense; I have, within tlus balf- 

ifrom her, deiying his power,! hour, obtained possession of the 

imputing all thatlookedlike!eipectedletterfroniMiaaHowe — 

iaher behaviour to me, to the and by i!ut:k an accident! but 

BCUtion and rejection of her here, with the former, I dispatch 

ids; which made her think of this; thy messenger waiting, 

lut as a last resort. 

QVE then ea,ve her up, The 

X, he saia , deserved neither 

Ion nor excuse. He did not 

k he had been pleading for 

I a declared rebel. And as to 
rest.heshouid beabetraycrof 
rights of his own sovereignty, 
hat I had alleged were true, 
he were still to plead for her. 
■wore to the truth of alt. Aud 

I I Bwore; which perhaps 1 do 
always do. 
od now what thinkest thou 

become of the lady, whom 
itself gives up, and con- 
CB cannot plead for? 



bblford! what a halr's- 
itb escape hare I had 






Thus it was — my charmer ac- 
companied Mrs. Moore again to 
church tliia afternoon. I had been 
very earnest, iu the ^mi place, to 
obtain her company at dinner; 
but in vain. Accordins to what 
she had said to Mrs, Moore*. I 
was Via ciinsiderable to her to oe 
allowed that favour. In the next 
place, I besought her to favour 
mo, after dinner, with another 
garden- walk. But she tctitild 
again go to church. And what 
reason have I to rejoice that she 
did! 

My worthy friend Mrs. Bevis 
thought one sermon a day, ive/l 
observed, enough; so staid at 
home to bear me company. 

The lady and Mrs. Moore had 
not been gone a quarter of an 
, Due, that I tremble be-ihour, when a young country- 
_ terror and joy, at theifellow on horseback came to the 
ffhts of what migkl have hap- door, and inquired for Mrs. Hiimel 
a, and did not. Lucar. The widow and I (unde^ 

hat a perverse girl is this, to temuued how we were to enter- 
)nd with her late; yet has .tain each other) were in the par- 
in to think, that her very [lour next the door; and hearing 
£ght against her! I am the, the fellow's inquiry, my dear 
"-* -'—•"' 5u( my breath I Mrs. BeyU, 8aid\,\ mq"q.ti&obii. 



t fails me, wbea 1 reflect] 



• See V' ^^V. 
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undone for ever, ifyoadon'tbelp' 
me ont!— Sincehere, inalipro-j 
babilitj, is a messenger from tbRt I 
implacable Miss Howe with a: 
letter; which, if delireredloMrs. 
Lovelace, may undo all we have 
been doing. 

What, said she, would yon have 
me do? 

Call the maid in this moment, 
that I may give her her lesson; 
and if it be aa I imagine , I'll tell 
yon what you ahall do, 

Wid. Margaret! — Margaret I 
come in this minute. 

Lwd. What answer, Mrs. Mar- 

faret, did you give the man, upon 
ia aaking for Mrs. Harriet Lucast 

Peggy. I only asked, what was 
hia business, and wbo be came 
from? (For, sir, your honour's 
servant bad told me how things 
stood): and I came at your call, 
madam, before be answered me. 

LfBel. Well, child, ifeveryou 
wish to be happy in wedlock 
yourself, and would have people 
disappointed, who want to make 
mischief between you and your 
husband , get out of bim his mes- 
sage, or letter if he has one, and 
bnijg it to me, and say nothing t« 
Mrs, Lovelace, when she comes 
in; and here isaguineaforyou. 

I'eggy. I will do all I can to 
serve your honour's worship, for 
iiothing[Qeverthelea8,withaready 
hand, tatingthe guinea]; for Mr. 
WilUam tells me what a good 
gentleman you be. 

Away went Peggy to the fellow 
at the door. 

Peggij- What is your business, 
friend, with Mrs. Harriet Lucasf 



Fillnie.. I must apeak lo her U 
own self. ^ 

Lncel. My tlearest widow, i 
you personate Mrs. Lovelace j| 
for Heaven's sake do you p 
senate Mrs. Lovelace. 

Wid. I personate Mrs. ] 
lace, sirl Howcanldolh- 
She is fair; I am brown, 
slender; I am plump — 

Lnvel. No matter, noma 
the fellow may be a new.M 
servant: he is not in livery, In 
He may not know her peraf 
You can but be bloated and iS 
dropsy. ' 

Wid. Dropsical people look « 
so fresh and ruddy as I do. 

Lovel. True — but the eln 
may not know that. 'Tie but^ 
present deception. 

Peggy. Peggy, called I ii 
female tone, softly at the OM 
Madam, answered Peggy; H 
came up to me |to the paJ'lof 

/.ovd. Tell him the lady iafl 
and has lain down upon the cow 
And get hia business from fa 
whatever you do. 

Away went Peggy. 

Lovel. Now, my dear fl 

i along' on the settee, andfl 
your handkerchief over your M 
that, if he irill speak to youU 
self, he may not see your ^ 
and your hair, ^80 — thl 
1-ight. — ri! step into the e\m 
by you. 

I did so. 
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Zovel. [tioldiug the door in itay 
sndi Tell him , that this ia Mrs. 
lainet I.ucaa : and let him come 
Whisper him (if be donbts) 
■he is Dloftt«d, dropsical, and 



^then 






Away went Margery. 

Lavel. And now, my dear 

mdow, let me see whatacharm- 

;Mis. Iioveiaee jou'U make! — 

■" '"" " comes from Miss Howe. 

lives with her. Ask, 

3B. Call her, at every 

dear MiH9 Howe. Offer 

- take this half 

n — complai 

have a. pretence to 

Iowa; and cover your 

ami eyes with your 

lere your handkerchief 

your face. — That' 
id dismiss the rascal - 



h both his hauds. 
1 am Borry, mat 

lo find you be'n't 

'r. What is your buainei 
:, friend? 
Fellow. You are Mrs. Harriet 
ncaa, 1 HUppose, madam? 
Widow. Yea. Do you < 
from Miss Howe? 
Felliiic. I do, madam. 
Widow. Dost thou know my 
ghtname, friend? 
Fellow. I can give a shrewd 
But that IB none ol 
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WiHnir. I am too full of grief to 
be well. 

limp. So belike I have liard 

. . 'iilnn: My head aches so 
dreadfully, I cannot hold it op. I 
mast be^ of you to let me know 
your buainess. 

Felloic. Nay, and that be all, 
my busineaa is soon known. It ia 
bnt to give this letter into yoor 
own partitlar hands — here it is. 

Widow, [taking it] From my 
dear';friend Misa Howe? — Ahl 
my head I 

"iliiir. Yes, madam: but I am 
sorry you are so bad. 

Widnm. Do yoQ live with Miss 
Howe? 

Fellnir. No, madam: I am one 
of her tenant's sons. Her lady- 
mother must not know as how I 
came of this errand. But the 
letter, I suppose, will tell you all. 

Widdir. Howshalllaatigfyyou 
for this kind trouble? 

ft^Z-jic. Nahowatall. What I 
do isforloveof MiaaHowe. She 
will eatisfy me more than enough. 
But, may-hap, you can send no 



I 



r, you a 



oill. 



Widoic. Was yoa ordered ti 
wait for an answer? 

Feliii'c, No, I cannot say as 
that I WHS. But I waa bidden to 
observe how you looked , and how 
you waa; and if you did write a 
line or ao, to take care of it, and. 
give it only to ou."c ■5Q\mfe\a&jisi. J 
secret. 
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IftO 

Widitip. You see I look strange- 
Ij, Not HO well &B I used to do. 

FelloiP. Nay I don't know that 
1 ever saw you but ouce before; 
and that was at a slile, nhere I 
met jouaad my young landlady; 
but knew better than to stare a 
gentlewoman in the face; eepe- 
cially at a stile. 

Wid„w. Willyoueat, ordrink, 
Mend? 

Fellow, A cup of Bmall ale, I 
don't care if I do. 

Widow. Margaret, take the 
youag man dowu, and treat him 
with what the house aSbrda. 

Fellow. Your servant, madam. 
But I staid to eat aa I come along, 
just upon the Heath yonder; or 
else, tosay the truth, Ihadbeen 
here aoonerfMant my stars, ihiughl 
I, thou diiht^ A piece of powdered 
beef was upon the table , at the 
sign of the Caatle, where t stopt 
to inquire for this house; and 
BO , tho£F I only intended to wet 
my whistle , I could not help 
eating. So shall only taste of your 
ale; for the beef was wouudily 
corned. 

Prating dogl Pos on thee! 
thought 1. 

He withdrew , bowing and 
scraping. 

Margaret., whispered I, 
female voice, [whipping out of 
the closet, and holding the par- 
lourdoor in my hand) get him out 
of the house as fast as you can, 
lest tbejr come itotn church, and 
catch him here. 



ale; and Margaret 1. 

very talkative, told biiti3 

beggedhia pardon; butslieV 

sweetheart just come fcon 

whom she was forced to fa 

the pantry; 

excuse her from atKjing^J 

^ . J ■ sure, the^ 

said: fariffiecauli 
lie leiiuld spoU nnnt 
peredher, tbatoi 
lace was a d — nation rogue , I 
truth might be told. \ 

For what? said MargaretV 
could have given him, shfl^ 
the widow, (who related totti' 
this) a good dowse of the chaps. L 

For kissing all the women hlV 

At the same time, the d(ig< 
■apped ' " 

told Mrs. Bevis afterwards, 
might have heard into the pU-| 

Such, Jack, ': .. . 

thus does it operate iu all de- J 
grees; and so does the clown, I 
well as his betters, practise ini«t 1 
he censures : and censure whatht,' 
practises! Yet this sly dogknet 
not but the weacb had a swMt- 
hearClockedup in tkepantry! 1{ 
the truth were known, some itl 
the ruddy-faced dairy wenohw 
might perhaps call him a il — iiu- 
|f/rm lagae, as justly aa their bet- 
ters of the same sex might 'SqniiQ 
Lovelace. 

The fellow told the maid, that, 
by what he discovered of the 
young lady'aface, it looked veiy 



, drankalargB draught ofjiosj to whathe took itto be; 
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^ Qumght her a good deal fattur, 
HBkelay, and not bo tall 
All women are bom to iDtrigai', 
hck ; and practise it more or less, 
■ fathera, guardians, gover- 
mea, from dear experience can 
ftll; and in love-affairB are aa.-, 
tiiraUy expert, and quiclter in, 
heir wits by half tban men. Tliia 
IteAj, Ihoagh raw trench, gavel 
lainBtanceoTthis, undimproved 
« tke dropsical hint I had given 
te. The lady'a aeeming plum^- 
Bew was owing to a dropsical dis- 
ocder, and to the round posture 
ihelayin — per^iife(y, (ru/i/. Her 
VpttrinK to him to be shorter, 
itmight naveobBervedwasowing 
her drawing her feet up , from 
lull, and because the couch was 
M abort, sheBaijposed — Ads't, 
t dui nor think ••}' that. Her rosy 
(doDTwaa owing to her grief and 
ttd-ache — a<j, that mii/M very 
idl be — but he waa higiily 
leased that be had given the 
rttec into Mrs. Harriet's own 
■nd, as he should tell Miss' 
Eotre. 

He desired once more to see tbei ' 
tdyat bis going away, and would , 
tt be denied. The widow there- , 
re sat up, with her bandker- 
lef over ber face, leaning her 
Md against the wainscot. 
He uked, if she had any par- 
Elor message? 

So: she was so ill she could not 
rrite; which was a great grief to 

AT. 
Should he call next day V for he 
to London, now he wae, 
Bhoald stay at a cou-j' 



£ 



jsin's that night, wlio lived in a 
street called Fetter Lane. 
! No: she would write as soon as 
jable, and send by the post. 
j Well then, if she had nothing 
to send by him, mayhap he might 
stay in town a day or two; for he 
haa never seen the lions in the 
Tower, nor Bedlam, nor the 
tombs; andhe wonid make a holi- 
day or two , as he had leave to do, 

if she had no business 

that required his posting doi 
neit day. 

Hhe had not. 

She offered him the half-gninea 
I had given het for him; but he 
refusedit, with great professions 
of disinterestedness, and love, aa 
he called it, to Miss llowe; to 
serve whom , he would ride to the 
world's end, or eueii to Jericho. 

Andao the shocking rascal went 
away : and glad at my heart was 
Iwhen he was gone; for I feared 
nothing so much us that he would 
have fltaid till Ihey came from 
church. 

Thus, Jack, got I my Seart's- 
\se, the letter of Miss Howe; 
and through sueh a, train of acci- 
dents, as makesmeaay , thatthe 
lady's stars fight against her. But 
yet I must attribute a good deal 
to my own precaution, m having 
taken right measures. For bad! 
not secured the widow by my 
stories, and the maid by my 
servant, all would have signified 
nothing. And so heartily wore 
they secured , the one hv a single 
guinea , the other by half a donea 
warm kisses, smd A,Vv% a.-jwwca 
they both fea-ii Vo Bi\si\ "B'vittA. 
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that they promised, that neither. 
Mrs. Moore, Miss Eanlins, Mrs, 
Lovelace, nor any body living,! 
tillameekat least were past, and 
till I gave leave, ehuuld know any 
thine of the matter. 

The widow rejoiced that I had 

fot the mischief - maker's letter, 
excuacd myself to her, and in- 
stantly withdrew with it; and, 
after I had read it, fell to my 
shorthand, to acquaint thee with 
my good luck: and they not re- 
tai'mng so soon as church was; 
done, < stepping, as it proved, in' 
to Miss Rawlins's and tarrying 
there awhile, to bring that busy 
girl with them to drink tea) 1 
wrote thus far to thee , that thou 
mightest, when thou earnest 
this place, rejoice with me upon 
the occasion. 
They are all three just i 

I hasten to them. 



LETTER XJtVn. 

I HAVE begun another letter to 
thee, in continuation of my nar- 
ratdve: but I believe I shall send 
thee this before I shall finiah that. 
By the inclosed thou wilt see, that 
neither of the correspondents de- 
serve mercy irom me: and I am 
resolved to make the ending with 
one, the beginning with the other. 

If thou sayest, that the provo- 
cations I have given to nne of 
them, mill justify Aei-freedoms; I 
aaawer, so tbey will, to any other' 



person but myself. But he fi 
capable of giving those prorol 
tions, and has the power to " 
those who abuse nim fur giving ■ 
them, vUl shew his resentment; P 
and the more remorselessly, per- ' 
haps, as he baa de-aereed thd j 
ftcedoms. | 

If thou sayest, it is, howerer, I 
wrongtodoeo; Ireply, thatitis^ 
nevertheless human nature: -• 
and wonldst tbou not have WSM 
be a man. Jack? , 

Here read the letter, if fl 
wilt. But thou art not my ir 
if thou ofFerest to plead for e ._ 
ofthesaucj creatures, aftertij 
hasi read it. 



Aptkh the discoveries I | 
made uf the villainouH d 
tions of themisf abandunedofiA 
particularized in my long letf 
Wednesday* last, yon will 1 
lieve, my dearest mend, that| 
surprise upon perusing youra^ 
Thursday evening from Hmr^ 
stead** was not so great as i , , 
indignation. Had the villain at- l 
tempted to fire a city instead ot 1 
an house, I should not have won- I 
deredatit, AH that I am amased 
at, is, that he (whose boast, ul 
am told, it is, Hat no ruotnan Oioll 
keep him ovi of her ieilchatnber, 
'hen he has made a resotvlinn lo 6« 
1 it) did not discover his fnul be- 
fore: and it is as strange to me, 
that, having got you at siich a 
shocking advantage, and in each 
horrid house, you could, atthc 
» Sees. IS— TO, " feea^.Wt— *. 



Sme, eteape dishonour , and after- 
wKTos get from such a set of in- 

' la&veyon, iumy longletterof 
Weoneaday and Thorsday last, 
teaioiis why you ought to utis- 
tnut that apeciouB Tomlinson. 
Tliat man, my dear, must be a eo- 
lenu TJllain. Mwj liijktning fiiivi 
Itavenblaat the wrelvli, mhithassel 
im, and the rent uf his oshobsbless 
oiia, at iBOrk, In endeavour In de- 
ilny the mostconsumrnaleetriuel — 
Haareube praised! you haye es- 
njwd from all tbeir enares, and 
wnr ore out of danger. — Sol will 
not trouble you atpreeent with 
ttie particulars that I have fiiitber 
nUeeted relating to this aboi 
I uble imposture. 

For the eame reason, I forbear 
to communicate IB you some new 
atofTM of the ahhnrred inrelck him- 
teif ythicb have come to my ears. 
One in. particular, oi bo shucking a 
nature f — Indeed, my dear, Uie 
'a a devil. 



For it is impossible that I should 
be happy, il I knew that you were 
" posed not only to the perils of 



the SI 



but t' 



other vile men; your personal 
graces attracting every eye, and 
exposing you to those hourly 
dangers, which others, leas dis- 
tinguished bv the gifts of nature, 
might avoid. — All that I know, 
" -■■ bef _ , 

o greatly a 
for. 

0, my dear, were I ever to 
marry, and to be the mother of a 
Clabissa, [Clarissa must be the 
name, if promisingly lovely] bow 
often would my heart ache for the 
dear creature, as she grew up, 
whenlreflected, that aprudence 
and discretion onexampled in wo- 
man, had not, in yiu, been a suf- 
ficient protection to that beauty, 
which had drawn after it as many 
admirers as beholders! — How 
little should I regret the attacks 
of that cruel d' ' " " ' 



I Your thought of going abroad, 
i your reasons lor so doing, 
.._Bt sensibly affect roe. But bej 
Icomforted, my dear; I hopeyou; 
Lwill not be under a necessity ofi 
fH^tting your native country. 
merel aure, that that must be the 
|cniel case, I would abandon all 
fmyown better prospects, and soon ' 
Ibe with you. And 1 would ac- 1 
mimpanj you whitberaoever you! 
9at,aad share fortun es iritli y o u : 



Sftt- ifternoda. 

.. jnat parted with Mrs. 

Townsend*. Ithoughtyou had 
once seen her with me: but she 
says, she never had the honour to 
be personally known to you. She 
has a manlike spii-it. She knows 
the world. And her two brothers 
beiugintownj she is sure she can 
engage them in so good a cause, 
and (if there sboulabe occasion) 
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both Ihei. 
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Giye your eooBent, my dear: 
and the hurrid villain ahaU be re- 
paid with broken biines, at least, foi 
allhiavileneBs! 

The miafortune is, Mrs. Town- 
send cannot be with you till 
Tkursilay next, or Wednesdai/ al 
sooiies(.' are you sure you can be 
safe wliere you ate, till then? 1 
think yon are too near London; 
and perhaps you had better be in 
il. If you remove, let me, the very 
moment, know mliither. 

How my heart is torn, to think 
of the necessity HO dear a creature 
is driven to, of iiiding herself 1 
DeviUi'h feHcm! He mnrt have 
been sportive and wan 
inventions — yet that crnel , that 
aavat'e sportiveneas has savedyon 
from tbo sudden violence to which 
he has had recourse in the viola- 
tion of others, of names and fa- 
milies not contemptible. For such 
the m7faitialwaysg!Drted to spread 

The viUnesn of this specit 
vuinsler haa done more than any 
other eonaideration could do, to 
bring Mr. Hickman into credit 
■with me- Mr. Hickman alone 
knows (from me) of your flight, 
and the reason of it. Had 1 not 
given him tlie reason, he might 
have tboiiglit ftill mirse of the vile 
attempt, I communicated it to 
him by ahewing him your letter 
from Hampstead. When he had 
read it, [oiM? lie Iremhied and red- 
dened, as ho read! he threw liimself 
at my feet, and besought me to 
permitbim to attend you, and to' 



give yon the protec^on of bio 
honae. The good-natuied man 
had tears in hia eyes, and watie- 
peatedly eameat on this sobject; 
proposing to take his cliariot sira 
Four, oraset, and in person, ia 
the face of all tbc world, fpve uiii* 
self the glory of protecting sudIi 
an oppressed innocent. 

I could not but be pleased wjt^ 
him. And I let him know tbat I 
was. 1 hardly expected bo mncli 
spirit from him. But a mao'i 
passivenesa to a beloved object rf 
our sex may not, perhaps, argU 
want of courage on proper oc- 



safety, as auch an open stepwonid 
draw upon him the vengeance of 
the most mllimimis eiilm-prisie it 
theworld, who has always a jiroj 
offdtoirg, such as himself, aths 
call, ready to support one another 
in the vilest outragea. But yel, 
aa Mr. Hickman might have 
strengthened his hands by legal 
reconraea, I ehould not have stood 
upon it, had I not known your de- 
licacy [since such a step naat 
have made a great noise, and 
given occasion for scandal , as if 
some advantage had been gained 
overyou] and were there not the 
greateat probability, that all 
mightbemoresilently, andmore 
effectually, managed by Mrs. 
Townsond's means. 

Mrs. Townsend will in person 
attend you — shelmpes, onWed- 
nesday — her brothers, and aomC 
of their^Mrala, will scatteringly. 
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n, [so we bnve contrived] 
Batafenotoiily to London, but 
k ber hooae at Deptford. 
I She bae a kinswoman, who will 
pikeTOurcommaQda there, if she 
benelf be obliged to leave you. 
ud there you may stay, till the 
netcb's fury on loaing you, and 
p» eestcb, are over. 
I He will very soon, 'tis likely, 
filter upon some neiv nillairti/, 
Mhieh ma^ engross bim: and it 
pay be given out, that you are 
none to lay claim to tbeprotection 
b/ your cousin Morden at 
jflwence. 

Possibly, if he 
ibelicve it, he will ) 
I to lind you there. 

After a while,! I 
ftlod^ng in one o 
pg Tillages: whe 
pe happineaa to be your daily 
jiilor. Andif this Hickmaubenot 
illy and apish , and if my mother 
Bo not do unaccountable things, I 
luy the sooner think of marrying, 
Riat 1 may without control receive 
ind entertain the darling of ray 
^eart. 

I Many, very many, happy days 
lo 1 hope we shall yet see to- 
Kther: aud as this ia my hope, I 
Bpect, that it will be 



,n procure you 

>ur neigh hour- 

1 may have 



u- estate, since you i 
"itigate for it, 



(Bsolved I 

fill be patient, either tjli Colonel 

Kordcn arrives, or till shame 

^a some people to be juat. 

( Upon tbo whole, I cannot bat 

ihiiik your prospects noic ta ' 

tappieTjthantbey could have hi , 

\a,ayott been mctaallj married to 



such a man as this. 1 must there- 
fore congratulate you upon your 
escape, not only &om an hirriA 
!iberii7ie,hat from sd vile a husband, 
as he lauei have made to any wo- 
man: butmore especially to a per- 
son of your virtue and delicaey. 

You hate him, heartily bate 
him, I hope , my dear — I am sure 
you do. It would he strange, if so 
much purity of life and manners 
were not to abhor what is so re- 
pugnant to itself. 

Ill your letter before me, yon 
mention one written to me for a 
feini*. I have not received any 
such. Depend upon it, therefore, 
that he must have it. And if be 
has, it ia a wonder that be did not 
likewise get my long one of the 
7th. Heaven he praised that he 
did not; and that it came safe lo 
ijuur hands! 

I send this by a young fellow, 
whose father is one of our tenants, 
with command to deliver it to no 
other bauds but ^ours. He is to 
return directly, if you give him 
any letter, If not, he willproceed 
to London upon hia ownpleaaurea. 
He is a simple fellow; hut very 
honest. Soyouoiaysayany thing 
to him. If you write not by him, 
1 deaire a line or two , as soon as 
possible. 

My mother knows nothing of iis 
going to you: nor yet of your ab- 
andoning Ike fellov). Forgive me! 
But he IS not entitled to good 



wish she could have beeu with 
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you BOOneir. But I have lost no 
timein eugagiugher, aB^ouwill 
suppose. I refer to her, what I 
hare further to saj and advise. 
So shall conclude with my pray era, 
that Heaven will direct and pro- 
tect my dearest creature, and 
make your future days happy ! 
Anna Howe. 

And now, Belford, I will sup- 
pose, that thou hast read this 
cursed letter. Allow me to make 
a few ohaervalions upon some of 
its contents. 

/( is strange to Miss Howe ihat 
liaving got lier friend at sucha shock- 
ing advantage, &c.] And it is 
stJangetome, too. Ifevcrlhavc 
'i another 
, the cause 
Ibelieve, willcease. 

80 thou seest Tomlinson is fur- 
ther detected. No such person aa 
Mrs. PretchviJle. Mag lightning 
fromlieaveit — OXotA, Olord, 
lord! — what an horrid visen is 
this! — My gang, my remorseless 
gang,tQo,ia brought in— and thou 
wilt plead for these girls agaiu; 
wilt thou? — Heaven be praised, 
she says , that her friend is ont of 
danger — Miss Howe should be 
sure of IJint: and that she herself is 
safe. — But for this termagant (as 
I often said) I must surely have 
made a better hand of it — 

New stories of me, Jackl ^- 
Whatcantheybe? — I have not 
found that my generosity to my 
Hosehud ever did me due credit 
with this pair of friends. Very 
Mard, Belford, that credits cannot 



be set against debttB, and a 
' balance struck in a rake's hvour, 
I as well as in that of every common 
|mau! — But he, fvom whom no 
I good is expected, is uot allowed 
the merit of the good he doe«. 

1 ouglit to have been a little 
more attentive to character, than i 
have been. For, notwithstanding 
that the measures of right an3 
wrong are said to be so manifest, 
let me telt thee, that character 
biasses and runs away with all 
mankind. Let a man or noman 
once establish themselveB in the 
world's opinion, and all that either 
of them do will be sanctified. Nay, 
in thevery courts of justice, dou 
not cliaracier acquit or condenlD 
as often as facts, and sometiDii'i 
even in spite of facts? — Yet, [im- 
politic that I have been and amlj 
to be BO careless of mine! — And 
now, I doubt, it is irretrievable. — 
But to leave moralizing. 

Thou, Belford, kuowest almost 
all my enterprises worth remem- 
bering. Can this particular story, 
which this girl hints at, be that of 
Lucy Villars '/ — Or can she have 
heard of my iutrigue with the 
pretty gipsy, who met me in Nor- 
wood, and of the trap I caught her 
cruel husband in, [a fellow, as 
gloomy and tyrannical as oldUar- 
lowe] when he pursued a wife, who 
would not have deserved ill of Aim, 
if he had deserved well of her! — 
But he was not quite drowned. 
The man is alive at this day ; and 

Miss Howe mentions the atoi 

a tiery shocking one. Besides,! 
these are a twelvemonth old^^ 
more, 



1 
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il fame and scandal are 
When the offender 
1 Tile fact it ia often 
e and. to another, who 
r heard of it before, 
I it ahont as a novelty to 
Sat well said the honest 
or at Madrid [a isyiug 
dch I enriched Lord M. iS 

Mi but for a dan: had ones 
^ years after the lift of the 
t- Sach IB the rebah that 
[d has for scandal, Inother 
B the desire which 
D exculpate him- 



Sowe tBill abandon her own 
DSpeeU, and share fortuneii 
I Kere she to go abroad,] — 
ng romancerl — I must set 
IIS girl. Jack. I have al- 
,dhopesof a woman whose 
) cany her into sneh al- 
— Had I attacked Miss 
rst, herpasHions (inflamed 
ded, as 1 could have man- 
leoi) would have brought 
IV lare in a fortnight, 
thinkest thou [and yet I 
:OU doBtJ that there ia any 
I these high flights among 
' Verily, Jack, these vehe- 
[endships are nothing but 
id stubbie , liable to be 
way by the very wind that 



word ; and so , truly, a single wo- 
man, who thinks she has a soul, 
and knows that she wants aome- 
ihing, would be thought to have 
found a fellow-soul for it in her 
own sex. iSut I repent, that the 
word ia a mere word, the thing a 
mere name with them; a cork- 
bottomed shuttle-cock, which they 
arefondof striking to and fro, to 
make one another glow in the 
frosty weather of a single state; 
but which , when a man cornea in 
between the pretended intepa- 
rahlet^isgivea up, like their music, 
and other maidenly amusements; 
which, nevertheless, may be ne- 
cessary to keep the pret^ rogues 
out of active mischief. Theythen, 
in short, having caught the fifh, 
lay aside the 'lef.* 

Thouhaetamind, perhaps, to 
make aa exception for these two 
ladies. With all my heart. My 
Claris^ has, if wjiiin/ihaa, a son! 
capable of friendship. Her flame 
is bright and steady. But Miss 
Howe B, were it not kept up by her 
mother's opposition, is too vehe- 
ment to endure. How often hare 
I known opposition not only ce- 
ment frienOEbip, but create love? 
I doubt not but poor Hickman 
would fare the better with tbia ' 
vixen, if her mother were aa 
heartily against him, as she is foi 
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Thiu mach indeed , ae to t 
two ladies , I will grant tJiee : that 
the active spirit of the one, and 
the meek diaposition of the other, 



delighted to read, ia the addresses 
of a stranger entering into the 
presence of both, when standing 
aide b;f side. There never was an 
such an occasion where 



be 1 for this is certain, that in every 
inendship, whether male or female, 
there must he a man and a woman 
spirit {that is to say, one of there, 
a. pirhearin'j one) to make it per- 
manent. 

Entthialprononnce, as a truth, 
which all experience confirms; 
that friendship between women 
never holds to the saevifice of 
capital gratifications , or to the 
enaangeriog of life, limb, or es- 
tate, as it onen does in our nobler 

Well, bat neitcomes an indict- 
ment against poor iraujj/ — What 
has beauty done, thaX Miss Howe 
should be offended at it? — Miss 
Howe, Jack, is a charming girl. 
.'ihe has no reason to quarrel with 
l>eautjl — Didst ever see her? — 
Too much fire and spirit in ber 
eye indeed, for a girl! — But that's 
no fault with a man, that can 
lower that fire and spirit at plea- 
sure; and I know I am the man 
that can. 

A sweet auburn beanty is Miss 
Howe. A first beauty among 
beauties, when her sweeter friend 
[with such anaseemblaKCof serene 
gracefulness, of natural elegance, 
of native sweetness, yet conscious, 
though not arrogant, dignity, 
every feature glowmg with mtel- 
ligence] is not m company. 

The difference between the two, 
when together, I have aometimea 



to my CI 

A respectful solemn awe ait 
upon every feature of the ad- 
dresser's foce. His eye seemedto 
ask leave to approach her; aai 
lower than common, whethermu 
or woman, was the boworeonrty, 
And although this awe WW iiii> 
mediately diminished by her eon- 
desceadiu^ sweetness, yet went it 
"It so entirely off, but that yon 

ight see the reverence remain, 
as if the person saw more of the 
goddess than of the womui in 

Bat tbemomeDt the aame stnn- 
ger turns to Miss Howe, (thongk 
~iroud and saucy, and erect and 
iridling, she) you will observe bj 
he turn of bis countenance, ana 
he air of bis address, a kind of 
equality assumed. He appearsto 
have discovered the woman in heti 
charming as that woman is. He 
smiles. He seems to expect re- 
partee and smartnesB, and is never 
disappointed. But then vbibly he 
prepares himself to give as well aa 
lake. He dares , after he haa been 
awhile in her company, to dispute 
a point with ber — every point 
yielded up to the other, though no 
assuming or dogmatical air com- 

In short, with Miss Ho we, abtdd 
man sees [no doubt bnt Sir Gfl 
Colmat didj that he and ahe 
l.eittiet \eT3 soon \ift lanaXv 



ve.ab(dd 

irGsM^H 
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eether, [I mean with 
u may so far incxa her displ 
rare, as to lie forbid her preaenee 
for ever. 

For my own part, when 1 was 
firet introduced to this lady, which 
WM by my goddees when she her- 
telf was a visitor at Mrs. Howe's; 
Ihad Dot been half an honr with 
'her, bat I even hungered and 
Ai^ted after a romping boat with 
the lively rogue ; and in the se- 
UDd or third visit, was morede- 
ttned by the delicacy of her 
Ueiid,thaiibywhatlapprebended 
ftMoherown. T bis charming crea- 
■oie's presence, thought I, awes us 
Iwtb. And I wished her absence, 
IhODgh any other woman were 
Resent, that 1 migbt try the dif- 
Rrecce in Miaa Uowe'a behaviour 
before her friend's face, or behind 
ha back. 

Delicate women mahe de 
TOinen, as well aa decent 
With all Miss Howe's fire and 
tpirit, it was easy to see, by her 
TOy eye, that she watched for 
lesgons, and feared reproof, from 
Ae penetrating eye of her milder 
dispoaitioned friend:* and yet it 
Ufa easy to observe, in the can> 
and sweet manners of the 
that the fear which Mi: 
of her, 



Howe's letters, 
volved this just and fine praise 
contained in one of them:** 
"every one saw, that the 
ference they gave yon to ( 
gelBes ejialted you not into 
visible triumph over them; 
you had always something to say, 
on every point you carried , that 
raised the yielding heart, and left 
every one pleased and aatisSed 
with tberaselvea, though they 
ried not oif the palm," 

As 1 propose, in my more 
vanced life, to endeavonr to a1 
for my youthful freedoms witl 
dividuala of the sei, by giving 
cautions and instructions to the 
whole, I have made 
dumto enlarge upon this doctrine: 
— to wit, that it is full as necessary 
to direct daughters in the choice 
of their female companions, as it 
is to guard them against the de- 



1 



I 



I say not this, however, to the 
a disparagement of Miss Howe. She 
r has from ;)iiV/e, what her friend has 
t from principle [the Lord help the 
, if they hadnot pride!) ■— But 
e yetlam confident, thatMisBUowe 
- ■"indebtedtotheconversationand 
irrespondenee of Miss Harlowe 
ner own generous ap-;for her highest improvements. 
a tbat she fell short of' But, both these ladies out of the 
B,thantoMiBsHar-. question, I make no seruple to 
laver [and I, Jack, should know 
w-S"c(ra/Sa;«'tnetTiing of the matter] that 
I ttoi«M(»rmo»(T; iind,iiiVoi.n.p.i37.itherehaTe been more girls ruined, 
I that iha fmri'lier almoii rw nsch ui (te at least preparfrf for rulu, by their 
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well as ompaniona) than liirrcliy'eb&rnangttewoae does this letta 
hj the Bllempta sod delasioiij <a, of Mlse Hove strike me out? 1 ua 
men. , almost Eony, that I have fixed 

Bat it U time enough wben I lun ' upon one. — For here , how ea^ 
old and joyless , to enlarge npon ' would it be for me, to assemble a 
tbistopic. icrew of swabbers, and to create 

Ai to the compariaon between a Mra. Townsead fwhose penon, 
the two ladies, I will expatiate thou aeest, my beloved knows not) 
more on the subject Fforl like it) to come on Tuesday, at MiM 
nhea I have hail ihem fiolL Wbich Howe's repeated solicitationg, ia 
thia letter of the riien girl's, I order to carry my beloved to a 
hope thou wilt allow, warrants me: warehouse of my own proTidingf 
to try for. I This,however,i8mytriuinphsst 

I return to the consideratioD of i hope, that at the vety time, that 
a few more of its contents, to{tbese ragamuffins will be at 
justify my fengeance eo nearly JHampstead. [looking for us) mj 
now in view. |dear Miss Harlowe and I jso the 

As to Mrs. Townsend ; her man- [fates, I imagine, have ordained] 
like spirit; her two brothers; and ' shall be fast asleep in each other't 



y nothiu(_ 
biitthis'totheiDsolenttbreatening 
— let them come! — i!ut astol 
sordid menace — to repai/ the h 
rill villain, as she calls me, for all 
mij viUneKK, by Bhokss uonbsI — 
Broken bones, Bel ford 1 — who can 
bear this porterly threatening! — 
Broken bones, Jack! — D — n the 
little vulgar — give me a name for 
her — bat I banish all /'un'mis re- 
lontment. If 1 set these two giria 
into mvpower,Heaven forbid that 
I should bo a second Phalaris, who I many times 
turned his bull upon the artist! 
No bones of theirs will I break — 
they shall como off with me upon 
much lighter terms ! — 

But tnesefdlowB aresmuggleri), 
it snMini. And am notia smuggler 
too? — I am; and have not the 
least doubt, but I shall have se- 
cured my goods before Thursday, 
r Wndiieariay oithdT. 



Lie atiil, villain, 
till the time comes. — My heart, 
Jack! my heart! — It is alnaj's 
thumping away on the remotest 
prospects of thu nature. 

But it seems, that the vilenest nl 
IhLi spednan mnngler [meaning me, 
Belfordl] has brought Hickman 
into credit with her. So I have 
done anme good! But to whom 1 
cannot tell; for this poor fellow, 
should I permit him to hare this 
termagant, will be punished, as 
many times we all are, by the en- 
joyment of his own wishes — nor 
can she be happy, as I take it, 
with him, were he to govern him- 
self by her will, and have none of 
his own; since never was there ft 
directing wife, who knew where 
to stop : power makes such a one 
wanton — she despises the man 
she can govern. Like Alexander, 
'ho wept tliat he had n 



Hut did I want a plot, what a\«or'\dBkocoin'¥\eT,R\ift-w'ffl.\ieV«}i.- 
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ing out for new ererciBea for her j 

Sewer, till she erow itoeaay to 
erself, & discredit to ber liua- 
baud, &Dd a plague to all about 
her. 

Bat thia honest fellow, it BeemB, 
n'B tears in Ux «;yei, and with 
hmbU prolestalinn besought the 
l^ns to perrnil him to set out in 
Ut chariot and four, in order to 
jiM laaatlf (lie glory nf proleclin;/ 
net an oppressed iimocenl in lie 
("acf of the whole world. Nay, he 
nidaied, it seems; and trembled 
tMl OB he read the fair com- 
pWnant's letter.— How ualianl is 
in thia ! — Women love hraee men ; 
iDi] DO wonder, that his team, ha 
^mhlmg, and his prnstraliiin, ga,ye 
UnhiKnrepntationwith the meek 
Hub Howe. 

fiat dost thinli. Jack, that I in 
Ibaiikeeaae (and equally affected 
"*" 'le distress) should have 
nut Dost think, that 1 
lOt first have rescued tlie 
id then , if needfiil , have 

lense for it, the lady in my 

hllld?"— Would'at not ih'u have 
duiethas,aBwollasI? 

But 'tis best as it is. Honest 
Eiokmaji may now sleep in a trhole 
skin. And yet that is more per- 
tisps than he would have donefthe 
Uoy's del i verance uiiat temp (erf)had 
1 come at thia requetlal permission 
of hia any other way than by a 
letter that it must not be known I 
have intercepted. 

Miss Hone thinks I mav be di- 
verted from pursuing my charmer, 
by some new-atartedriWam^. Vil^ 
lainy Is a word that she is eitremely 
foadaf. BatJcaatellher,ika.tit 



is impossible I should, fill the end 
of this vittainii be obtained. Diffi- 
culty is a siijnulun with such a 
Sirit as mine. I thoueht Miss 
iweknewme better. Weresbe 
to offer herself, person for person, 
in the romancmg zeal of her 
friendship, to save her friend, it 
should not do, while the dear 

eature is on ttiis aide the moon. 

She thanks Heaven, that her 
friend has received her letter of 
the 7th. We are all glad of it. Sbe 
lught to thank me too. Jlut 1 will 
Lot at present claim her thanks. 

But when she rejoices that the 
letter went safe, does ahe not, in' 
effect, eallout for vengeance, and 
expect it] ^ All in good time, Miss 
Howe. Wien eeltesl thou out for the 
Me of Wight, lovet 

I will close at this tirae with de- 
siring thee to make a list of the 
virulent terms with which the in- 
closed letter abounds: and then, if 
thou supposes!, that I have made 
such another, and have added to 
it all the flowers of the same blow, 
in the former letters of the some 
sauc^ creature, and those in that 
of Miss Uarlowe which ahe left for 
me on her elopement, thou wilt 
certainly think, that 1 have provo- 
cations sufhcient to justify me in 
all that I shall do to either. 

Return the incloaedthe moment 
thou hast perused it. 

LBTTHR XXTUJ. 



Sands; night — Mondsy morni 

IwENT downw\tt\'ce'»Btt^«\u.'nCT 

Iheart, thecontentao^^aa^o'"^* 



I 



moment that 
Mrs. Moore (accompanied by Mies 
RawlinB] came in: but in my 
oouQtenance ali the gentle, the 
placid, serene, that theglass could 
teach; and in my behaviour all 
the polite, that auch an vnjinlile 
creature, as she has often told me 
I am, could put un. 

Miss Rawlins was sent for home 
almost as bdoq as she came in, to 
entertain an unexpected visitor; 
to her great regret, as welt as to 
the disappointment of my fiiir- 
one, as I could perceive from the 
looks of both: for they had agreed, 



, if In 



L 



said I intended to do, to take a 
walk upon the Heath, at least in 
Mrs. Moore's garden; and who 
knowa, what might have been the 
issue , had the spirit of curiosity 
in the one met with the spirit of 
communication in the other? 

Hiss Rawlins promised to return, 
if possible: but sent to excuse her- 
self: her visitor intending to stay 
with her all ni^ht. 

I rejoiced in my heart at her 
message; and, after much suppli- 
cation, obtained tlie favour of my 
beloved's company for another 
walk in the garden, having, asl 
told her, abundance of things to 
say, to propose, and to be informed 
of, in order ultimately to govern 
myself in my future steps. 

She had vouchsafed , X should 
have told thee, with eves turned 
from me, and in an hatf-aniile atti- 
tude, to aip two dishes of tea in 
myeompany — dear soul! — how 
»Bger imjH'lMes Ihe moat polite' 



or " 

for I never saw Miss Harlowe be- 
have so awkwardly. I imagined 
she knew not how to be awkward. 

When we were in the garden, I 
poured my whale soul into her 
attentive ear; and besought her 
returning favour. 

Sbetoldme.thatshehadformed 

!r scheme for her future lift; 
that, vile as the treatment mi 
'hich she had received from me, 
that was not all the reason etif 
had for rejecting my soiti but 
that, on the maturest deliben- 

, ..._ was convinced, that sli 

could neither be happy with me, 
nor make me happv; and she«t>- 
joined me, for both our sakn, V 
think no more of her. 

The cajitaiu, I told her, watrid Q 
down post in a manner, to fonw' t 
my wishes with her uncle. — Lldj f 
Betty and Miss Montague weM 
"idoubtedly arrived in town by 

is time. I would set out tM^ 

the morning to attend them. 

They adored her. They longed 

■■see her. They iduuW see her.- 



1 she better go to be free 
from her brother^ insults? — 
Whither, to be absolutely made 
unapprehensive of any body else? 
— Might I have any hopes of her 
returning favour, if Miss Howe 
could be prevailed upon to iut«t' 
cede for me ? 

Mhs Howe preuaiied vpnn to in- 
lerceile for i/fiut rmeaiea she, with 
a scornful bridle, but a very pret^ 
one. — And there she stopt. 

Irefeaitd the concern it would 
'i\)e to me Va \ie laiM «. ■a'sumwifq 
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[meBtioiiiiig the mieunderstaDd- 
kto Ladjr Bett; aod my cousin, 
I ft mkandemtandiDg still to be 
ndsap; and as if I were of very 
fee consequence to a dear crea- 
ue irtio was of so much to me; 
bging, that these circumstances 
vma estremely lower me not 
iciy in toy owu opiniou , but in 
ifcM of m^ relations. 
I But still she teferretl to Miss 
jSewe's next letter; and all the 
llODeesBion I could bring her 
mi« whole conference was. that 
ihe would wait the arrival and 
(liiil of the two ladies, if they' 
JVUM in a day or two, or before 
jAe received the expected letter 
linHn Miss Howe. 

\ TfaankMeavenforthis! thought 
K. And now may I go to town with 
lopsB at my Toturn to find thee, 
Stearest, where I shall leave thee. 
! Bntyet,aB8he majfind reasons 
b change her mind in my absence, 
Idiall not entirely trust to this, 
■yfellow, therefore, who is in the 
!, and who, by Mrs. Bevia's 
intelligence, will know every 
she can take, shall have 
^'drew and a horse ready, to 
mediate notice of her 



. le, though unknown to her- 
teK if possible. 

I This was all Icoold make of Ifae 
fair inexorable. Should I be glad 
if it, or Bony for it't — 
I CHad, I believe: and yet my 
wUe is oonfonndedly abated ' 
gUnk. that 1 had so linle hold 
ite affee^ons ot this daughter of 



Don't tell me, tli.it virtue and 
principle are her guides ou this 
occasion! — 'TispriWs, a greater 
pride than my own, that governs 
Love, she has none, thou 
,; nor ever had; at least not 
superior degree. Love that 
deserves the name, never was 
under the dominion of pnidence, 
or of any reas'inini/ power. She**^ 
caiiuot bear to be thought a y 
tenwan, I warrant! And if, in/ 
the lust attempt, 1 find her iiol 
one. what will she be the worse 
for the trial! — No one is to blame 

r suUering; an evil he cannot 

Were a general ta be over- 
powered, and robbed by a high- 
waymati, would he be leas fitfor 
the command of an army on that 
aecounl?— If indeed the general, 
pretending great valour, and 
having boasted that he never 
would be robbed, were to make 
bnt faint resistance when he was 
brought to the test, and to yield 
his purse when be was master of 
his own sword, then indeed will 
the highwayman who robs him be 
thought the braver man. 

But from these last conferences 
am I furnished with one argument 
in defence of ray favourite pur- 
pose, which I never yet pleaded. 

O Jackl what a difficulty must 
aman be allowed to have, to con- 
quer a predominant passion , be it 
what it will, when the gratifying 
of it is inhispOEDPr, howeverwrong 
he knows it to be to resolve to 
gratifyitl Kefloctupou this; and 
ftien wilt thou be n,V\ft'AB awiu'osft. 
for, if not to Cx.cMa« , a^'^xoiC.^.'isSr 



174 



3 HISTOET OP 



crime, nhich hae hatii to plesd for 
it, ID a. breast as stormy &b uucon- 
trollablel 

This that foIlowB is my new 
argument — 

Should she fail in the trial-, 
should 1 succeed ; and should she 
refuse t« go on with me; and even 
resolve not to marry me (of which 
I can have no notion) : and should 
she disdain to be obliged to me 
for the handsome provision I 
should be proud to make for her, 
eveu to the half of mi/ estate; yet 
cannot she be altogether unhappy 
— is she not entitled to an inde- 

Sendent fortune? Will not Colonel 
[orden, as her trustee, put her in 
possession of itV And did she not 
in oar former conference point out 
the wai/ of life, that she always 
preferred to the married life — to 
wit, "To take her good Norton for 
her directress and guide, and 
live upon her own estate in t 
manner her grandfather deaired 
she should live?"* 

It is moreover to be considered 
that she cannot, according to her 
own notions, recover above one 
half ol her iaaiB, werewenowto 
intermarry; so much does she 
think she has suffered by her 
going off with me. And will she 
not be alwaya repining and 
mourning for the loss of the ntier 
halfi — And if she must live a life 
of Bucb uneasiness and regret for 
half, may she not aa well repine 
and mourn for the mhilci 

Nor, let me tell thee, will her 
own scheme of penitence, in this 
case, be half so perfect , if ehe do 



not fall, as if she doea: for niiat a 
foolish penitent will she make, 
who has nothing to repent of; — 
she piques herself, thou knowest, 
and makes it matter of reproach 
to me, that she went not off with 
me by her own consent; but wis 
tricked out of herself. 

Nor upbraid thou me upon lbs 
meditated breach of vows so re- 
peatedly made. She will not, tinm 
seest, permit me to fulfil tbem 
And if she would, this I have to 
say, that at the time I made Ac 
most solemn of them, I was fuily 
determined to keep tbem. But 
what prince thinks himself obllwil 
any longer to observe the artiolfls 
of treaties the most sacredly swatn 
to, than suits with his interest U 
inclination; although the CODM- 
qnence of the intraction must be, 
as he knows, the destructioa 01 
thousands ? 

Is not this then the result of sHi 
that Miss Clarissa Uarlowe. if it 
be not her own fault, may oe a> 
virtuous after she has lost bei 
honour, as it is called, asabewti 
^heforef She may be a mote 
eminent example to her sex; and 
if she yield (a little yield) in the 
trial , may be a completer penitent. 
Nor can she , but by her own wil- 
fulness, be reduced to low far- 

And thus may her old nnrBC and 



(for every thing will be old K 
, ^enitfinUnl about her) live very 
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lermonH, and nld prayer-books, not at all reflected upon what ia 
and lelieviue old men and iihl iikdytobami/ tiicnLil. 
'womeu; andgiTing ulii leBsonsJ This has always been my no- 
ludoZii warnings, upon nevr eub- tion, though Mias Howe grudges 
'ijecta, as well aa i/td ones, to the uarakea the best of the aei, and 

Cg ladiea of her neighbour- aays, that the worst it too ^ood 
; and bo paaa oa to a good for us;* that the wife of a liber- 
ltd age, doing a great deal oftine ought to be pure, spotleBs, 
gwdBothby precept and example juiicontaminated. To what pur- 
mher generation, jpoae has such a one lived a free 

And ia a woman who can live. life, hut to know the world, and to 
ftng prettily without confroO who,make his advantage of it! — And, 
IKT did prefer, aud who uli'll pre- to be very aerloUB , it would be a 
ito, the angle to the utarried life; miafortune to the public for two 
lad who will be enabled to do peraous, heads of a family, to be 
WMythinK, that tlie plan she had both bad; aince, between two 
fcrmed will direct her to do; to such, a race of varleta might be 
besaid to be ruined, undone, and propagated (Lovelaces and Bel- 
iiieh sort of stuff? — I have no fords, if thou wilt) who might do 
patience with the pretty foola, great mischief in the world, 
■ho uae thcHe strong words to Thou seest at bottom that lam 
describe a ttaasitory evil; an evil not an abandoned fellow; and 
"liich a mere church- form makes that there ia a mixture ofgravi^ 
none. in me. This, as I grow older, may 

At this rate of romancing, how;increaae; and when my active ca- 
aany fltmrishing nuns dost thou, 'pacity begins to abate, 1 may sit 
U well as I, know? Let us but'dowu with the preacher, and re- 
Iwk about us, and we ahalt see|solve all my past life into vanity 
Done of the haughtieat and most and vexation of apirit. 
I roufln'ouj Bpirita among our ac-i This iscertnin,thatlsha)lnever 
[^naintance of that aex, now pass- find a woman ao well suited to my 
ling for chaste wives, of whomitaste, as Miaa Claiissa Marlowe. 
I.Hrauge stories might be told; and I only wish that I may have such 
lothera, whose huabands' hearts aladyaahertocomfortandadom 
■have been made to ache fortheir.my setting sua, I have often 
Igaietiea, both before and afterithought it very unhappy for us 
carriage; and yet kuow not half, both, that so excellent a creature 

£1 mncn of them , as some of us ' sprang up a little too late for my 
ODCBt fellows could tell them. Uetting oul, and a little too early 
It But, having thus satisfied my- in my progress, before I can think 
pelf in relation to {he worst thatlof refurru'n^. And yet, asl have 
can happen to this tAocwimj crea- picked up the aweet traveller in 
ture, and that it will he her ownlmy way, I cannot tel'^ ■wVdKta'j,, 
(ault, if she be UDbappy; Ihavei ■ tiea^.te. 
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that she would bear mecompanvithat 1 might have the.} 
intheresfofinj journey, although fetching. I sent up tJj 
she were to step out of her own my beloved, by Mrs. B4 
path to obUge me. And thenjrepeated request for 4 
perhaps, we could put up in the tfl her presence upo) 
evening at the same inn; and be'neitherdid thisstaudifl 
very happy in each other's con- 1 suppose she thought | 
verBation; recounting the diSi- 1 allowing of the conseql 
cutties and dangers we had pasacd were naturally to be e 
in our way to it. | follow the obtaining 1 

limagine, that thou wilt be apt strument, if she had c^ 
to suspect, that some passages in, see me on the contei 
this letter were written in town, letter, having relusM 



Why, Jack, I ci 



>t but say, that 



the Westminster air la a little 
groaaer than that at Hampetead; 
and the conversation of Mrs. 
Sinclair, and the nymphs, less in- 
nocent than Mrs. Moore's and Miss 
Rawlins's. And I think in my 
heart, Iliat 1 can say and write 
those things at one place, which I 
cannot at the other; nor indeed 
nv where 



honour before 1 si 
— No surprising her. 
vantage to he taken o( 
to the nice* 



1 a 






-all 



1 about seven 
di. 



precautiona 

bered to be given. 

I besought the favour of 
audience before I set out. I ■ 
desirous to see which of her lovely 
faces she was pleased to put on, 
after another night bad passed. 
But she was resolved, I found ,^ to 
leave our quarrel open, 
would not give me an opportunity 
BO much as to intreat her again to 
close it,before the arrival of Lady 
Bett? and taj cousin, 

I had notice from my proctt 
by a few lines brought by a raj 
and horse , just before I set 01 
that ail dilbcisltiea had been foi 



Dmsr ever see a lio 
fordy 

Edmund, bi/ i!iame 
LordlSisknp of London, 
beloved in Chriil , Roba 

our servant, my 1 

hat have t done I 
much goodness, who 
your lordship in my a 
jtirish of SI. Marlin il 
•aclielor, and Clarista i 
he same parish, spi'nj} 
greeting. — WHEREA, 
is alleged, deternanedl 
the liolw slate ofmairiM 
only alleged, Qion 
and with Gie content of 



D <^ 

laac ail aimcamea nau oeen lormna are ueri| iiestriy^a\ 
two days poet surmounted; andlguur mornoge In Iw f 
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Cift year, [at un time of tl 
, Jack!] toilhaal publication . 
: provided, that b'j reason i 



I my time; but the 

s hare not claimed upon 

' a long while] coasangMinily, 

^, or any other Imefui caase 

WKitaer, there be no Uaiiful im~ 

I }iiimeat m Has behalf; and that 

l_ ihn be not at tJds time any action, 

, quarrel, or demand, 

depending before any 

W4iicUiiaxtiiial nr letaparal, 

y.eonMmwjr any marriage 

Elad bg or wJtheUher of you; 

it (he taUl marriage' be openly 

mised in (he eAarch above men- 

Md, between Ihe hours of eight 

i tweloB in Ihe forenoon; and 

..*«*( prejudice to Ihe minister of 

J Ai fiaee where the taid vroman u a 

I pmiahiorier 1 we do herebi/, for i/otiil 

nRMM [it coat me — let me see, 

Juk — whatdidit cost me?] give 

and ffrttnt uur licence, or facull'j, 

] OlvtU to you the parlies contracl- 

7, at to lite rector, vicar, or curate 
He taid ckuriA, where ihe said 
ige is inlended lo be salem- 
to solemnize Ihe same, in man- 
td ^ona adove specified . ac- 



cording In the rites and a __, 

prescribed in the book of common- 
prayer in that behalf published bg 
autharilij of Parliament. Provided 
always, thai if hereafter any fraud 
shall appear to have been committed j 
at the lime of granting this licence, 
either by false suggestions, or con' 
cealraeni of the truth, ["now this, 
Belford, is a, little hard uponua: 
for I cannot say, that eveir one of 
our auggeEtioDs is literaUr true: 
— BO, in good conscience, I ongiit 
not to marrj niider this licence] 
the licence shall be onid to all intent! 
andpurpases, an if the same had not 
been granted. And in that oase, lue 
do irOdbit all ministers mhatsoever, 
\y (kinq of the premises shall 
' to their knowledge, from pro-, 
ceeding to the celebration of the said 
marriage, wilhnut first consulting 
lis, or our Vicar-General. Given, 
&C. 

Then follow the regiatrar'a 
ame, and a large pendent seal, 
with these words ronnd it — ssu. 






A good whimsical iostrument, 
take it altogether! But what, 
thinkest thou, are the arms to this 
latrimoniul harbinger? — Why, 
I tlie first place, tieo crossed 
cords; to shew that maiiiage is 
a state of offence as well as de- 
fence; three lionn, to denote, that 
those who enter into the state, 
ought to have a triple proportion 
of courage. And [couldat thou 
have imagined that these priestly 
fellows, in BO aoVeom a c^ae^'nWA. 
cut their jokea xx^iii ^g^iit wiB^a^ 



came to have their hmesi de- 
_ , !3 put in a way to be gratified?] 
tiieieaielhreeernnke'lkimsjBmaTt- 
iy topknotted with ribbaudB; 
which being the ladies near, seem 
to indicate that thej may very 
probably adorn as well as beatow 
the bull's feather. 

To describe it according to 
heraldry art, if I am not mia taken 
— gules, two swords, aaltire-wise, 
or; second coat, a chevron sable 
between three bugle-homB, OE 
\so il .mgkl ti> ftej :' on a chief of the 
second, three hons rampant of the 
first — ■ but the devil take thetn for 
their hieroglyphics, should I aay, 
if I were determined in good 
earnest to marry ! 

And determmed to marry I 
would be, were it not for thia con- 
sideration, that once inarried, and 
I am married for life. 

That's the plagueofiti — Could 
a man do as the birds do , changi 
every Valentine's day, [a notara, 
appointment! for birda have not 
ihosense, forsooth, to fetter them- 

great and solemn pains to do] 
there would he nothing at all in it. 
And what a glorious time would 
the/«'c//Ershave,on the one hand, 
with their noHBrinfufiiWrKTs, and 
suits commenceable on restitution 
of goods and chatteU; and the 
jiur^nns, on the other, with, theii- 
indolgences [renewable annually, 
as other licences] to the honest 
desires of their cUcnts ? 

Then, wereaatatedmalct, ac- 
cording to rank or fortune , to be r 
paidon ererv change, towards the, 
eilgeaeies 01 tim state f [but none 



on reneieali wilt the old la 
the sake of < 
Btancy, especially among ' 
minores] the change would 
made sufficiently difficult, and ' 
whole public woald he the bet 
forit; while those children, wt 
the parents could not agree ah 
maintaining, might be conridei 
as the diiliiren nf the public, a 
provided for like the childnn 
the ancient iSpartans; who m 
(as oura woidd in this case Im) 
nation of heroes. How,Jack,eon 
I have improved upon LyoiireiK 
Institutions had I been a lai 
giver! 

Did I never shew you a Bcbcm 
which 1 drew up on such a iioti( 
as this ? — In which I demonstratl 
the conweniencie.v, and obviated tl 
inainvenieftcies, of changing it 
present mode to this 7 I behen 
never did. 

I remember I proved, to a i 
monstration, that such a chaaf 
would be a means of annihilatia 
absolutely annihilating, four i 
five very atrocious and capit 
sins. — Rapes, vulgarly so oallB 
adultery, and fornication; n 
would pnlijgami/ be panted afb 
Frequently woiild it prevent m 
derx and dueUint/; hardly anyttt 
thing as Jealousy (the causa 
shocking violences) would 
heard of: and hypocrisy betwc 
man and wife o« banished I 
boaomsof each. Nor, probab 
would the reproach of barrtnn 
»t, as now it too often S 
where it is least deserved. - 
would there poaaibly be I 
\getaoua,aa.\)»iie.u.'«i«m 
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Moreover, wbat a multitude of 
Mnestic quarrels woald be n^raid- 
>1, wCTe such a, Gcheme carried 
'^" execntionl Since botL seiea 

Id bear with each other, iu the 

rtsw tlist they could help them- 
MIkb in a. few months. 

And then what a, chai'ming $iib- 
itet for converaiLtiou nould be 
nt gallant and generous last 
flings between man and wifel 
nch, perhaps, a new mate in eye, 
UdiejoiciDgsecretljinthemanu- 
niBsicn, could afford to be com- 
^^umtly sorrowful in appear- 
Oiee. "He preaentcd her with 
AiIb jewel, it will be said by the 
jeportep, for exumpU sake: she 
Ifewiththat: how *e wept! How 
•it sobbed! How they looked 
Iftflr oue another!" Yet, that's 
lie jest of it, neither of them 
triilimg to stand another twelve 
BDDths' trial. 

And if eiddy fellows, or giddy 
^Ii, misDebaTQ in a first raar- 
nigje, whether from novkeship, 
kmBg expected to find more in 
Atmatter than can be found; or 
aaai pei-veraeitesa on Iter part, or 
Miliveneiijcon Am, eachheingmia- 
vfcen in the other [a mighty dif- 
Jack, in the same person, 

_ -J(s, or a vistti,r;-\ what a 

&ie opportunity will each have, 
ly thiB scheme, of recovering a 
ImI character, and of setting all 
^htiu the next adventure? 

And, Belford, with what joy, 

iUi what rapture, would the 

_, elings (or rhanyeabieg, if thou 

that word better) number the 

weeie, tbe daj's, the hours, as the. 



annual obligation approached to 
its desirable period! 

As for the spleen or vapours, no 
such malady would be Known or 
heaid of The physical tribe 
would, indeed, be the sufferers, 
and the only anfferersj since fresh J 
health and fresh spirits, the con- ■ 
sequences of sweet blood and I 
sweet humours, (the mind and 1 
body coiitionally pleased with 
each other) would perpetually 
flow in; and the joya oi expecta' 
lion, the highest of all our joys, 
would invigorate and keep all 

But, thatnobody of men might 
suffer , the phiisidans , 1 thought, 
might turnjDan.ium, aa there would 
iie a great demand for parsons. J 
Besides, as they would be pur- ■ 
tiikerg in the general benefit, ftiey 1 
must be aorry fellows indeed, if 1 
they preferred themselves to the 

Every one would be married a 
dozen times at least. Both men 
and women would be careful of 
their characters and politein their 
behaviour, aa well as delicate in 
their persons, and elegant in their 
dress, [a great matter each of these, 
let me tell thee^ to keep passion 
alive] either to induce a renewal 
with the o^rf/'iue, or to recommend 
themselves to a new. While the 
newspapers would be crowded _ 
with paragraphs; all the world J 
their readers, as all the world I 
would beconoemedtosee -chi and I 
"i/nj's liigelher — I 

"Yesterday, for instance, en- 
"tered into the \io\^ atate iA\«4^ 
"trimoiiy" ^^ sVvovkXi sB. f<'^«k. 
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reverently oi matrimony then] 
"the Ri^ht Honourable Robert 
Earl of M." [I shall be an earl be- 
fore that time] "with her Grace 
the Duchesa Dowagar of fifty 
maoora; hia lordship's oue-and- 
thirtieth wife." — I ahall then be 
contented, perhaps, to take up, 
aaitis called, with a widow. But 
she must |not have had more 
than one husbaud neither. Thou 
knowest, that I am 
particulara. 

I know, Jack, that thou, for thy 
part, wilt approve of my schema. 

Aa LordM. and I, between tn , 
have three or four boroughs at 
command , I think I will ^et into 
parliameut, inorder to bnogiua 
bill for this good purpose. 

Neither will the house of parlia- 
ment, nor the houses of 
tion, have reason to obje 
And all the courts, whethi 
liial orneniual, cisU or uncivil, will 
fiud their account in It, when 
passed into a law. 

By m^ BOul, I should be ap- 
prehensfive of a general insurrec- 
tion, and that incited by the 
women, were such a bill to be 
thrown out. — For here is the 
excellency of the aeheme: the 
women will have equal reason 
with the men to be pleased with it. 

Dost think, that ntdprerogatwe 
Harli-TBe, foresample, mustaot, 
if sueh a law were in being , have 

Kulled iu his horns? — So excel- 
lut a wife as he has, would never 
else have renewed with such a 
gloomy tyrant: who, as well as alll 
Other married tyiants, must have 



been upon good bebaviouj 
year to year. 

A termagant wife, if bu>: 
were topasa, would be a pi 

Tbechurches would ben 
market-ptacfs for the feii •« 
il'imestic excellence the cap^ 
commendation. 

Nor would there be a 
iu Great Britain, and aUia| 
tones. For what an ot 
mustshebe, who couldn 
her Iwelvetnonlli'a trial f 

In short, a total alterajl 
the better, in ^hem^lTaU^ 
of life ia both sexes mu8t,iit 
few years , be the conseqoa 
such a salutary law. 

Who would have expect 
aooe from me! Iwish tl: 
owe mc not a spite far it. 

Then would not the dial 
beverypretty, Jaok?asio ' 
such a gentleman , 



One difficulty, howevU 
remember, occurred b 
the probability that a 
heeMeinte, as the lawyers 
But thus 1 obviated it. 

That no man should be al 

many another n 

his Ihen wife's oonae . , 

brought-to-bed , and he had dftj 
frayed all incident charges- UH 
till it was agreed upon oetwsa 



them , whether the child shouldM 
'* hern, or the public's. Tit 
. sn in this case, to havewlt^ 
I call the coercioe opiivn: 
would not have it in the 
power to be a dog neither. , 
And indeed 1 gave the t 
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> I love the sweet rogiies. 
nfinitely more preferable 
(cheme to the pol^gamj 
he old Patriarchs: nbo' 
n aod concubines without 
— I believe David and 
had their hundreds at a 
adtheynot, Belford? 
B add, th^t annual parlia- 
dA annual marriages, are 
lets next my heart. How 
iipatiate upon the bene- 
ironid arise from both. 



but nowmy plots thicken; 
Bmployment of writing to 
lis subject will soon come 
luBion. For now, having 
Icence; and Mra. Town- 
i her tars being lo come 
stead next Wednesday 
day; and another letter 

or message from Miss 
I inquire how Miss Har- 
i,upon the rustic's report 

health, and to express 
H'thatBhehas not heard 
in answer to hers on her 
— I must soon blow up 

or he blown up mysell'. 
am preparing witb Lady 
d my cousin Montague, 
pon my beloved witb a 
I four , or a Bet ; for Lady 
1 not Btir out with a pair, 
irld: though butfortwo 
lilea. And this is a well- 
io/ber character. 



Eut as to the arnis upon the 
coach and trappiugsV 

Dost thou not know, that a 
Blunt'smust supply her, while her 
own is new lining and repairing? 
An opportunity she is willing to 
take now she is in town. Nothing 
of this kind can be done to her 
mind in the country. Liveries 
nearly Lady Hetty's. 

Thou hast seen Lady Betty 
Lawrence several times — hast 
thoa not, Belford? 

No, never in my life. 

But thou haat; and lain with 
her too; or fame does thee more 
credit than thou deserves! — why. 
Jack, knowest tbou not Lady 
Betty's other name? 

Other name ! — Has she Iwo? 

She has. And whnt thinkest 
thou of Lady Bab Wallis? 

the devil! 

Now thou hast it. Lady Bar- 
bara, tbou knoweBt, lifted up in 
dream stances, and by pride, never 
appears or produces herself, but 
on oceasions special — to pass to 
men of quality or price , for a 
duchess, or couuteas, at least. She 
has always been admired for a 
grandeur in her air, that few 
" of quali^ca " 






I be 



other than what st , 

though often and often a paramour 

for lords. 

And who, thinkest thou, is my 
lusin Montague? 

Nay, how should I know? 

How indeed! Why, my little 
Johanctta Golding, « lively, yet 
modest-lookinggiA/waq 'W'qsto 
Montagae. 
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There, Belford ia an auntll— i — Especially thoae who ha^ena- 
There's a, cousin 1 — Both have |turaHy a genteel air and turn, and 
wit at irill. Both are accustomed ' have bad education, 
to ape quality. Both are genteellyl Hadat thou seen bow they pa- 
'" *'■ ' " ■' " radedit — oousin.and cousin, and 

lephew, at every word; Lady 



descended. Mistresses of thei 
selves, and well educated — yet 
past pity — true Spartan dames; 
aaliamed of nothing but deleelcon 
— always, therefore, upon their 
guard against that. And in their 
own coneeit, when assuming top 
parts, the very quality they ape. 

And how dost thinklilress them 
outV — ril tell thee. 

LadyBetty ina rich gold tissue, 
adorned with jewels of high price. 

My coDsin Montague in a pale 
pink, standing on end with Eilvet 
flowers of herownworking. Char- 
lotte, as well as my beloved, is ad- 
mirable at her needle. Not quite 
BO richly jowel'd out as Lady 
Betty ; bat ear-rings and solitaire 
very valuable, and infinitely 
coming. 

Johanetta, thou knowest, has 
a ^od comple^iion, a fine neck, 
ana ears remarkably fine — so has 
Charlotte. She is nearly of Char- 
lotte's stature too. 

Laces both, the richest thai 
could be procured. 

Thou canst not Imagine what a 
sum the loan of the jewels coat 
me; though but for three dayi 

This sweet girl will half 
me. But seest thou not by 



I for he 



has already prepared every thing 
far her reception once more. 



Betty bridling and looking Aui^ 
lili/ cimdescen'ling ; Charlotte gt- 
lanting her fan, and swimnunp 
" 'er the floor without louehingit 

How I long to see my nieee 
elect! cries one — for they in 
told, that we are not raarriwh 
and are pleased, that I have not 
put the shght upon them, tbil 
they had apprehended from me. 

How I long to see my dear em- 
sin that is to De, the other! 

Top yotw parts, ye villwna — 
youknowbowuicelyldistingoisb. 
There will be no passion id Oa 
cu.fe to blind the judgment, andU 
help on meditated delusion, » 
when you engage with titled sift- 
ners. My charmer is as cool and 
as distinguishing, thongh not 
quite BO learned in her own Hit 
aa I am. Your eommonU u- 
BUtned dignity won't do for m* 
now. Airs of superiority, as if 60111 
to rank. — But no over-do! — 
Doubting nothing. Let notyetit 
faces arraign your hearts. 

Easy and unaffected! — TTooT 
very dresses will give you pride 
enough. 

ASttlet7rouer, LadyBetty.— 
More significance , less bridling in 
your dignity. 

That^B the air! Charmingly hit 
— Again — Yon have it. 

Devil take you! — Less arro 
i. Yon. ite got into airs 
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IT condition. People born' 
tj coQunaad respect witb- 
Img to require it. 
For ynw part, eousin Cbar- 

y well. But a little too 
that air — yet have I pre- 
ly beloved to expect in you 
;reat Tiracity and quality 

! those eyes! — Those 

will never do. A dow. 
ibitiltunt, if you can COL. 
t — look upon me. Sup- 
f now to be my beloved. 
I take that leer. Tooaij/Tii- 
arch! — Once I knew you 
' ' " '" V have you 



arch ! — m 
1 1 would : 



rhtly, but not confident, 
Jhariotte 1 — Be sure forget 
gokdowu, or aside, when 
at. When eyes meet eyei 
ITS the retreating one 
Lc« will bear examination, 
ird! I-ordI that so young| 
lire can so soon forget the i 
It appearance she iiral 
dby; and whii:h 1 thought 
ith you all! — Five years| 
, what twenty had beeni 
g up! — How natural the 
issonl How difficult to re- 
e former! 

ranger, as 1 hope to be| 
Athe principal arts of your. 
Once more , what-a-devil , 
IT heart to do in your eyes? 
I I not. told you, tliat myi 
I is a great observer of the 
ihe otice quoted upon me a. 
which shewed me how she 



by her knowledge — Dor- 
>ere found guilty of treason 
the first moment ahe saw her. 

Once more, suppose me to be 
my chaimer. — Now you are to 
eucouutermy eicd/mninjeye, and 
my ilouhlingnea.it — 
That's my dear! 
Study that air in the pier- 
Charming! — Ferfectlyrjght! — 
Your honours, now, deTiiil — 
Pretty well, cousin Charlotte, 
for a young conntry lady! — Till 
form yields to I'amiUarity, you 
ninij courtesy low. You must not 
be supposed to have forgot your 
boarding-achool airs. 

But too low, too low, Lady 
Betty, for your years and your 
quality. Tiie common fault of 
your sex will be your danger: 
aiming to be young too long I — 
The devil's in you all, when you 
judge of yourselves by your 
' "ahes, and by your vanity ! Fifty, 
that ease, ia never more than 



Graceful ease, conscious dig- 
nity, like that of my charmer, O 
how hard to hit! 

But together now — 

Charramg! — That's the air. 
Lady Betty! — That's the cue, 
cousm Charlotte, suited to the 
character of euchl — But once 
more, be sure to have a guard 
upon your eyes. 

Neverfear, nephew! — 

Neverfear, cousinl — 

A dram of Barbadoes each — 

And now we are gone — 
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At.l'b right, as heart can wish! 

— In spite of all objection — ii 
Bpite of a relnctance next ti 
rainting — in spite of all fore 
sight, vieilance, suspiciOD ~ onci 
more is the charmer of my soul ii 
her old lodgings I 

Now throbs away every pulae! 
Now thump, thump, thumps my 
bounding heart for something! 

Hut 1 have not time for the par- 
ticulars of onr management. 

My beloved is now directing 

— e of her clothes to be packi 
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housel Nor ever 
dare say, when 
of it. 

Yet not BO much as a condition 
of forgiveness! — The Harlowe- 
spirited fair one will not deserve 
my mercy I — She will wait for 
Miss Howe's next letter; and then 
if she find a difficully in her new 
tchemes [thank her for nothing] — 
will — will whaty — Why even 
then will take time to consider, 
whether I am to be forgiven, or 
forever rejected. An indifference 
that revives in my heart the re- 
membrance of a tlionsand of the 
like [natnre. — And yet Lady 
Betty and Miss Montague [a man 
iBoufd be templed la ihint, Jack, lAal 
they v>ish her In provoke my veiu/e- 
ance] declare , that I ought to be 
satisfied with such a proud suspen- 

They are entirely attached to 
ier. Whatever abe B&YB. is, must 



lie, gospel! They are guarantee* 
for her return to Hampstead this 
night. They are to go back with 
her. A supper bespoken by Lady 
Betty at Mrs. Moore's. AU the 
vacant apartments there, by my 
permission', (for I had engagm 
them for a month certain) tr "" 
filled with them and their at 
dants, for a week at least, or 
they can prevail upon the dest 
perverse, as they hope they sh«ll, 
to restore me to herla.vour,aji<lto 
accompany Lady Betty to Ox- 
fordshire. 

The dear creature has tl 
condescended — that she | 
write to MisB Hone, and acqid 
her with the present situabof 
things. i 

If she write, I shall see whati 
writes. But I believe she-^ 
have other employment soon. I 

Lady Betty ia sure, she (^ 
her, that she shall prevail a 
her to forgive me; thoughl 
dares say, that I deserve not! 
givenesB. Lady Betty is tooV 
Qcate to inquire atdclly IntaMT 
nature of my offence. _ But it ^ 
he an offence against I 
against Miss Mimtagut, \ 
the virtuous ofihevhole * 
could not he so highly ri 
Yet Bhe will not leave her ti 
forgive me, and till stie sei 
nuptiais privately celebi 
Meantime, as she approveL 
her uncle's expedient, sne wi^| 
dress her as already my «■ 
strangers, 

Stedman her solicitor may".. 
tend tcr tot Dtd&ra, in relationU 
\\ier c\is.uc«Y7 aSaji , «i. ^^axu^ 



Not one honr they p/m he 
d with , -will they lose from 
Ffiompany and couveraatioii of 
dear, «o ch&TiDiiiganewrela- 
SMd then if she haduotobliged 
— with her company, in their 
land four, to and from their 
D Leeeon's, who longed (as 
tj themseWeE had done) to see 
MTSO justlv celebrated. 
"How will Lord M. be raptured 
he Bees her, and can salute 
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Uampstead, all joy and rapture: 
all ol ua except my helovpd, in 
whose sweet face [her almost 
fainting reluctance to re-enter 
these doors not overcome] reigns 
ftkiud of anxiouB serenity I — but 
how wiil even that he changed in 
a few hours! 

the 



Methinks I begin . , _ 
half- apprehensive beauty I — But 
avaunt, thou unseasooabty in- 
truding pityl Thou hast more 
than once already well nigh un- 
done mel — And, adieu, reflec- 
tionl begone, consideration! and 
, , , J , , - icommiseration! I dismiss ye all, 

of her dear daughter she f^^ at least a week to come! - Be 
BOrns for, happily snppliod I remembered her broken word ! her 
- Montague dwelU upon fli ],t. „hen my fond sou! was 
word tha falls from T.er|„|(jitatingniercy toherl— Bere- 
.he perfectly adores her new „e„bere<rher treatment of ma in 
: ''for her cousin she m.«[ ^er letter on her escape to Hamp- 
H AndhercousmwillshecallLte^l _ ^^ Hampstead virS- 
answers for equal admi- i^^^^ , ^jj^j ^^ ^ ^^^ „„ ^t not to 
fc« i" - '^f'/'fj P?"7' . , ^ I expect from an unchained Beel- 
"Ay cnedl, (whiBpenngloudL(,t,„b and a plotting villain? 
longh for her to hear) how will ' f o 

^ oouein Patty's dove's eyesl Be her preference of the smgle 
Men and run over, on the very I'fe to ve also remembered! — 
tinterviewl — Sograciou8,ao That she despises me! — That 
ie, BO unaffected a dearcrea-h"^^^^'"''^""^*''' •'^ my Wit LI 
j[" — A proud Lovelace to be denied 

What ahappy family," chorus i a «"'/l' ■' — To be more proudly re- 
tail, "will ours bel" jected by a daughter of tbe/Zor- 
TheBcandBuchlikecongratula- '"We.''/— The Indies of my own 
(T admirations every honr re-jf'""''? ["ho iMnks them the ladiea 
tted: her modesty hurt hy the|of my family] supplicating in v am 
rtatic praises: — "her gracesi*or her returning favour to tUevr 
I too iiatural to herself tor her despised kinsman, and taking 
Iw proud of them: — but shei'^^s from her atiU prouder punc- 
Bt be content to be ^punished j tiho- 

' exeellencies that cast a shade I Be the esecrations of her vixen 
ititemoi/lefceUeat!" Ifriend Vitewise irft'o.'iTaW^^ii^ 

jihort, we are here, as at [poured out ttpo«-«^« ^'^°^ ^"^ ""^ 
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Sreacntationa, and therelij made 
er own eiecratioiiBl 

Be Temembered still more par- 
ticularly, the Townsend plot, set 
on foot between them, and novr, 
in a day or two, ready to break 
out; and the unnlid Ihreatetiini/ 
thrown out against me by that 
litdafuryl 

Is not this the crisis for which 7 
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ever flo high, cannot I repair 
by matrimony? — She will not 
refuse me, I know, Jack: the 
ighty beauty will not re&M 
, when her pride of being cor- 
porally inviolate is brought downj 
when she can teil no talea, but 
when (be her resiBtance what i( 
will) even her own ees will suspect 
a yielding in resistance; andwuen 
that modesty, which may fill bv 
bosom with resentment, will lock 



pense, with infinite i 
and all to no purpose V 

Is not this the ham of her trial 
— and in hei; of the trial of the 
virtue of her whole sex, so long 
premeditated, so long threatened? 
Whether her frost be frost in- 
deed? Whether hervirtue be prin- 
ciple? Whether, if <mre j,uMu«(, 
she mi/l ntil he a/mni/ssubtlueiU Aad 
will she not want the very crowu 
of her glory, the proof of her till 
now all- surpassing eicellence, if 
I stop short of the ultimate trial? 

Now is the end of purposes long 
over-awed, often suspended, at 
hand. And need I to throw the 
aius of her cursed family into the 
too weighty BoaleV [Abhorred be 
force! — Be Ihe Ihoiighls of fori:, ' 
There's no tnuirtph inter (he tiiill i 
{oTce!\ This I know I have said, 
^ut would I not have avoided ii, i 
if I could? — Have 1 not tried' 
every other method? And haveli 
any other recourse left me? Can 
she resent the lant outrage more 
than she has resented a faiiiter\ 
e^ori? — And \i her resentmentel 
• roL n, p. 3!3. 



not made my own difBciiltiea! — 
Is she not a woman ! — What re- 
dress lies for a perpetrated evil! 

— Must she not iive? — Her piatr 
will secure her life. — And will 

t'tme be my friend! — Wluit, 

word , will be her beharioo 

aflerwardfl? — Shecannotflymt! : 

— She must forgive me — and, » 
1 have often said, una forgieen, 
will be for ever forgiven. 1 

Why then should this enerrs- 
ting pityunsteel my foolishbeut! 

It shall not. All these thinp \ 
will I remember; and think of 



ine will have it 1 shall be still un- 
able to hold. 
I'll teach the dear cbanning 



trivancel — I'll teach her to weave 
webs and plots against her eoit 
querorl rllsbewoer, thatinher 
smuggling schemes she is bat a 
spider compared to me, and that 
shehaaail this time beenspinnii^ 
only a cobweb ! 



CL Auras A ' 

I the depth of griefi 
bid apprehension! Hon ill do 
mnen oear disuppointmeut! ~ 
HI upon going to HampBtead, 
JBtd )^lOa quitting forever a house 
Uhe fe-cntered — "- --"— ■'^- -- 



Melted up; herself on tip-toe to 
Hgone; Hnd 1 prepared to at- 
ttntJ hra thither; she begina to be 
.itrdd, that she shall not go this 
■djht; and in grief and despair 
au floug herself into her old 
tpMtment; locked herself in; and 
awogh the key- hole Dorcas sees 
W on her knees ^- praying, I 
■qipoae, for a safe deliverance. 

iiid from what? — And where- 
fore these agonizing apprehen- 
ligas? 

Why, here, this unkind Lady 
Betty, leilh the dear creature's 
knowledge, though to her con- 
Con, and this mad-headed couaio 
Uentague iriih'uii it, while she was 
tnqtioyed in directing her pack- 
* " have hurried away in the 
I to their own lodgiogs [only 
I'ibdeed to put up some night- 
/ clotbes, and so forth, in order to 
I tttend their sweet cousin to 
Hampstead;] and, no less to my 
I mTprise than hers, arenotyet ~ 
. lumed. 
\ 1 have, sent to know the mei 

ItOBOfit. 

In agreat hurry of Bpii-its, she 
iiroald have had tne to go myself 
jBardly »ny pacify ing her ! — The 
1^1, God bless berl ia wild with 
Jer own idle spprebensions ! — 
What U she afraid of? 
I learae tbem both for theic de- 
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lay — my tardy villain, how he 
stays! — Devil fetch them! — Let 
them send their coach, and we'll 

fo without them. In her hearing 
bid the fellow tell them so. — 
Perhaps he stays to bring the 
coach, if any thing happens to 
hinder the ladies from attending ~ 
my beloved this night. 

Devil take them, again sayl! 
TheyTiioniisiW too they would not 
stay, because it was but two nights 
ago, that a chariot was robbed at 
the foot of Uampstend Hill ; 
which alarmed my fair-one when 
told of it. 

Uhl here's Lady Betty's ser- 
vant, with a billet. 



Uondar nlghL. 

Excuse US, dearnephew, Ibe- 
seech you, to my dearest niece. 
One night cannot bretkk squares. 
For here Miss Montague has been 
taken violently ill with three faint- 
ing tits, one after another. The 
hurry of herjoy, I believe, to find 
your dear lady so much surpass 
all cipectatiDns, [never did family 
love, yonknow, reign so strong, 
as amoug usj and the too eager 
desire she had to attend her, have 
occasioned it! For she has but 
weak spirits, poor girl! well a 
she looks. 

If she he better, we will cer- 
tainly go with you to-morrow 
morning, after we have break- 
fasted with ^er, at your lodgings. 
But whether she bo, or not, I will 
do myaeU li\o ■j\eaawe, \*j *.\.\r.i 
your lady Vo U.a.m.^^'i.c.a.i-^ ^ 



188 



THE HISTORT QV 



rotftj 



will be with you for tli at purpose she, neither 
about nine in the morning. With one. 

due compliments to your moat I was quite astonished. 

worthily beloved, I am my purposes suspended for afeir 

Yours affectionately, moments, I knew neither what to 

Elizab. Lawkemce. say, norwhattodo. But, recol- 
lecting myself,amla<7am, thoagU 
1, in a way to be overcome, AH 
PnitL and troth , Jack, I know made a foo! of! — If I now re- 
not what to do with myself: for cede, I am gone for ever. 
here, just now having sent in the I raised her; but down tbe 
above note by Dorcas, out came sunk, as if quite disjointed; ha 
my beloved with it in her hand; in; limbs failing her — yet not in iifit 
" fit of phrensy I — True, bymy neither. I never heard of 



She had indeed complained of 
her head all the evening. 

Dorca8rautome,ont of breath, 
to tell me, that her lady was 
coming in some strange way: but 
she followed her ao quick, that the 
frighted weneh had not time to 
say in what way. 

It seems when shcread thebillet 
^Now indeed, said she, an 
lost creature ; the poor Clai 
Harlowe ! 

She tore off her head-dress; 
quired where I was: and in 
came, her shining tressea flowing 
about her neck, Tier ruifles torn, 
and hanging in tatters abont her 
snowy Eftuds; with her arms 
spread out; her eyes wildly turned, 
as if starting from their orbits ■ — 
down sunk she at my feet, as soon 
as she approached me; hercbarzn- 
ing bosom heaving to her uplifted 
face ; and clasping her arms about 
my knees, Dear Lovelace, 
she, if ever — if ever — ife 
and, unable to apeak ai 
iford, ^ui((/ng ier clasping hold, 



such a dear unaccountable: si- i 
most lifeless, and speechless IdO 
for a few moments: what must her ^ 
apprehensionsbeat that moment? 
And for what? — An high-no- 
tioned dear soul I — Pretty igno- 
rance I — thought I. 

Never having met with so M' 
cere, so unquestionable a te- 
puguance, I was staggered — 1 
was confounded — yet how should 
I know that it would be so till I | 
tried? — And how, having prs- . 
ceeded thus far, could 1 stop, were 
1 nnl to have had the women 10 
goad me on, and to make light of 
circumstances, which they pre- 
tended to be better judges of 

I lifted her, however, into % 
chair; and in words of disordered 
passion, told her, all her fear* 
were needless: wondered at thera: 
begged of her to be pacified: be- 
sought her reliance on my futh 
andnonour: and revowed all my 
I, and poured forth new 

M.\afl\., vi\'AiBSvVLe«.rt-breaking 



fJoim prostrate on the floor aunt\Bo\i,lBee, \«»e,lSi."^-'i'<^i»sfcvok 
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Inkeo aenteDces she spoke — liLeeaon's, if /Aaf if ought not to be 

31 lee, — that at last — at last I i>aid. 
Ml ruined! — Kuined, if ^oiir Theu assuming a more resolnte 
^ — let me implore your pit7! spirit — I u-ill go'. I will iuquire 
—Anil down on her boBOni, likea my way! — I will go by myself! 
bilZ-bfokcn-stalked Illy, tup- U~ And would have nitihed bj 
Wtj with the overchargiijg dews me. 

of the morning, sunk her headj I folded my arms about her to 
wlh a sigh tnat went to myldetainher; pleading the bad way 
heart. jl heard Miss Montague waa in; 

MIcould thiukof tore-aesure>nd what a further eonceru her 
ter, when a little recovered, I^impatience, if she weut, would 
Hii [give to poor Charlotte. 

Why did I not send for their She would believe nothing I 



istantly 



, unless I would 
order a coach, ^ince si 
to have Lady Betty's, nor was 
permitted to go to Mrs. Leeson's) 
and let her go in it to Hainpstead, 
late as it waa, and all alone; bo 
much the better: for in the house 
of people of whom Lady Betty, 
upon mquiiy, had heard a bad 
character, [dropl foolishly thiii , iij 
my prating new relation, in order to 
J- - '■■ ■ \eraelf, hj depreciating 



, a I had intimated 
aight return in the morning for 
tbe Udiea. 
" "ad aetnally done so, 1 told 
iQ seeing her strange uneasi- 
But it was then gone to 
fetch a doctor for Miss Montague, 
lert his chariot should not be bo 
ready. 

AnI Lovelace! said ahe, with 
1 doabtiug face ; anguish in her 
imploring eye. 

Lady Betty would think it very 
•tnage, I told her, ifahewereto 

bowit^wasBodisagreeahlQ tober ing vUeness, as weU &a thij o 
ttstay onenishtfor^er coiapaay , [thou art Ktill loo sensible, thoughtl, 
iathe house where she had passed m^ chartner!'\ ahe was resolved not 
W nian;^. to stay another night. 

8he called tne names upon this Dreadingwhatmight happen as 
—the had called me names be- to her intellects, and being very 
ibie, — I was patient. apprehensive, that she might pos- 

Let her go to Lady Betty'slsihly go through a great deal be- 
iodginga then; directly so; ifthejfore morning, (though more 
^petson I called Lady Betty was violent she could not well be with 
^ally Lady Betty. the worst she dreaded} I humour- 

If, my^ dear? Good heaven !.ed her, and ordered Will to en- 
wiuU a villain does that if shew i deavour to get a coaeh directly, to 
foa believe me to be ! carry us to Hainpstead ; 1 cared 

I cannot help it — I beseech|uot atwlia-t^Vic*. 
Tva onee more, let me go to Mt:t. > UobberB, mtti 
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h&ve terrified her, Blie feared not 
— /wtts all her fear, I fouud ; and 
this house her terror: for I saw 
plaialj.thatsheDon believed that 
Lady Betty and Misa Montague 
were both impostors. 

But her miatrust ia a. little of the 
lateat todoheraer^e! 

And, OJack, therageof loTe, 
the rage of revenge ia upon met 
By tnrns they tear me! — The 
progreaa already made — the 
women's instigationa — the power 
I shall have to try her to ^le ut- 
most, and still to marry her, if ahe 
he not to be brought to cohahita- 
tioa — lot me perish, Belford, if 
she escape me now! 



Wru 






Will 19 this moment returned. 
— No coach to be got , either far 
love or monej. 

Once more, ahe urges — To 
MrB.Leeson'alet me go, Lovelace! 
Good Lovelace, let toe go to Mrs, 
Leeaon's! What ia Miss Mon- 
tague's illness to my terror? — 
For the Almighty's sake, Mr. 
Lovelace ! — her hands clasped — 

U my angel! what a wildness is 
this 1 — Do yon know, do you see, 
my dearest life, what appearance 



have given youV — Do you knoi 
it is paat eleven o'clock? 

Twelve, one, two, three, four — 
any hour — I care not — if you 
mean me honourably, let me go 
out of this hated house ! 

Tboa'lt observe, Belford, that 
'iiougb tbia ivas written aftei:- 



warda, yet (as in other places)! 
write it as it was [spoken and iisp- 

Sened, as if I had retired to puC 
own every sentence aa spoken. I 
know thou likest this lively pr*- 
sent lenne manner, as .it is one'df 
my peculiara. 

Jnst aa she had repeated Ite j 
laat words, i/ymi mean me he ' 
abli/, lei me go ml of lliin 
houfe, in came Mrs. Sinclair, i 



— Mr.Lovelaee, youhav«kJ 
me some time; and, if Ihan. 
the uioeneaB of this lady, I hopeTL 
do not deaerve to be treatein 

She aet her huge arms akemboJ d 
Hoh ! madam, let me tell you, I4B 
amazed at your freedoraa wilfcT 
character! And, Mr. LoTetl| 
[holding up, and violently ■ 
king her head] ifyou area gf"' 
man, and a man of honour — 

Having never before see 
thing hut obsequiouaneBS in f 
woman, little as she Ukedlieti 4 
was frightened at her masciuu. _ 
wr and fierce look — Ood help 
me ! cried she — what will become 
of me now! Then, tiimiog hw 
headhither and thither, iua«ild 
kindofamaze, Whomhavelfot 
aprotector! What will become o( 



Mra. Sinclair! Indeed yoaai 
She ia a gentlewoman bgrii, and 
the rcHct of a man of honour; and 
,t\\o\vg\\\tft m KMQhctroumstances 
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Id she Bcoru to be guilty of i 
liiut(»iess. I 

e BO — it in«y be so — I 
mistikken — but — bat 
no crime, I preBnme, no 
to say I don't like her 

Id dragon straddled up to 
I her arms kemboed again 
eyebrows erect, like the 
upon a. hog's back, and, 
{ over her shortened noae, 
an half-hid herferret eyes. 
ttth was distorted. She 
>iithct bluhber-lips, as if 
wB np wind and sputter 
r borae-nostrilB; and her 
e curdled, and more thau 



he frighted fair-one; who, 
,, cauglit hold of my 

ed she would foil into fits ; 
th a look of indignation, 
rs. Sinclair, that theao 
mts were mine; and I 
it imBLginewhat she meant, 
y listening to what passed 
I me and ray spouse , or to 
uninvited; and still more 
ered at her giving herself 
range liberties, 
y bo to blunie, Jack, for 
g thia wretch to give her- 
leajrs; but her coming iu 
bont ray orders. 
)ld beldam, throwing her- 
lacbair, fell u blubbering 
sltuming. And the paci- 
'.ber, and endeavouring tc 
le the lady tu her, took up 
: one o'clock. 

, between terror, and 



the late hour, and what followed, 
ahewas diverted frotii tliethoueiilB 
of getting out of the house to Mrs. 
Leeson's, or any where else. 

LETTER XXin. 



TncsiUy mern. June 19. 
And now, Belford, lean go no 
further. The affair is over. Cla- 
issa lives. And lam 

Your bumble acrvant, 

R. LUVELACE. 

Theielmleo/'iliisblachtranaaelion 

in ylv^in bij the ivjurtil lad]/ Iu 
Misf floire, in her lubteriiienl 
leiler.', dnied T/iutwlay, July 6. 
See Letters Ixnvii. linviii. 
Ixxxis. of thia Vol. 

LETTER XXSin. 



</iii/t^) linur, for a wkoln age of re- 
pentance ! 

1 am inexpressibly concerned at 
the fate of this matchless lady! 
She could not have fallen into the 
hands of anTOtherman breathing, 
and auii'ered as she has done with 

1 had writlen a great part of 
another long letter to try to soften 
thy fliutT heart in her favour: for 
I thoucht it but too likely, that 
thou shouldst succeed in getting 
her hack again to the accursed 
woman'a. ButVfini'A-TisvoWiWsii 
been too \a.Xo , WA V Swi\AtfA. iS 
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and Bent it awaj. Yet cannot 1 1 outrage. "What mnst bnt 
forbear writing, to urge thee to the poor lady's diBtress fw j 
make the onlii amends tliou now as abe had been over her hoaoi 
caDst make her, by a proper use of when dreadful certainty to< 
theliceoce thou hast obtained. place of cruel appreheoBion! ■ 
Poor, poor lady; It isapainto And yet a man may gueas what 
me, that I ever saw her. Such an muat have been, by that whit 
adorer of virtue to be sacrificed to thou paiutest, when ebc suspectt 
the vilest of her bci; and thou herself tricked, deserted, andb 
their implement in the devil's traycd, by the pretended ladies, 
hand, for a purpose aobaaejBOun- That thou couldat behold hi 
generous, bo inhuman! — Fride phrenay on this occasion, aodlic 
thyaelf, Ocraelestof men! in this half-apeechleaa.half-faiatingpw 
reflection; and that tby triumph stration at tby feet, and yet retal) 
over a woman, who for thy sake was thy evil purposes, will hardlF 1> 
abandonedof everyfriendshe had thought credible, even by tniw 
in the world, was effected ; not by who know Mes, if they have mo 
advantages taken of her weaknesa|/i£i' 



:clulity ; but by theblackeat 
artifice; after a long course of 
studied deceits bad been tried to 
no purpose. 

lean tell tbee, it is well either 
for thee or for mo , that I am not , 
the brother of the lady. Had 1 
been her brother, her violati 



Poor, poor lady! with snri 
noble qualities as would b«vi 
adorned the most exalted marrisi 
life, to fall into the hands of tlu 
•m/'/manin the world, whocodl 
have treated her as thou bBi< 
treated her! — And to let loo» 
the old dragon, aa thou properi] 
must have been followed by the caliest bev, upon the before 
bloodof one ofus. affrighted innocent, wbatahai 

Excuse me, Lovelace; and let barity was that} What a fou 
nottbelady fare the woraefor my piece of barbarity! in order t 
concern for ber. And yet I have obtain by terror, what thou d( 
but one ij(Aer motive to aak thy ei- apairedattogainby lowe, Ihoug 
cuse; and that is, because I owe aui>ported by stratagems themoi 
to thy own communicative pen the insidious! 

knowledgelhave of thybarbarous Lovelace! Lovelace! hod 
villainy, since thou migbtest, if doubted it before, 1 should nuW i 
thou wouldstjhavepasseditupon mnui'iiced, ihal there must be 
me for a common seduction. world afteb this , to du jiatiee 

Clarissa lives, thou sayest. injured merit, and to jiunUk ba 
Tbatshe does, is my wonder; and barous perfidyt Could the di'rii 
these words shew, that thou tby- SocRATGS,ana tbedivineCi 
aelf (though thou couldat, never- otber wise have suffered? 
riie/esa,proeeed) hardly ex pectedat , Batletinc, if poaaible, i 
tdie would have Burvivei l\iii\nuiKie,tt^., \.t^ ■» Im^ii^ S! 



he di'rii 

I 
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FboainesB, here, which 
leyet a few days; and 
Aaps I shall quit this' 

^bad a solemn and tedious ; 
I should never huvej 
_ itlhadhalf thereapect 
Ennd I had for the old gen- j 
Bbul 1 not so closely, at his 
B^eeiie , attended him, and 
II of the torturea he 



jiielancfaolj' occasion may 
Ir }ia.se contributed to hu- 
Ktae; but surely I never 
livs been so remomeless a 
to li^u hast been, to a 



tn, and sot a devil, re- 

inediately, to repair thy 

Tatitude, by conferring 

n'self the highest honour 

jfitt receive , in making her 

f thou eanat not prevail 

— "''- -"o her this luntice, 

uot scruple a tilt 

I iritbthee [an everlasting rupture 

I allnail must fallow] if thou sacri- 

I Just her to the accursed women. 

Tboa art desiroos to knowwhat 

I idTanlage I reap fay my uncle's 

I denuBe. 1 do not certainly know; 

(m I have not been bo greedily 

Mlicitoiu on (his subject, as some 

(if the kindred have been, who, 

OVgixt to have shewn more de-: 

eettey, as I have told them , and 

sttfffered the corpse to have faeen 

cold before they had hesun their 

hungry inqoiries. But, by what I 



gathered from the poor man's talk 1 
tome, who often er than I wished 
touched upon the subject, 1 deem 
it will be upwards of 0000 I. in 
cash, and in the funds, after all 



1 wish from my heart, thou wert 
a money-loverl Were the estate 
to be of double the value, thoi; 
shouldst have it every shilling:, 
only upon one condition [for my 
circumstances before were as easy 
aa [ wish them to be while 1 am 



fatherless lady's father, at it ii 
called, at the altar. 

Think of this! my dear LovS' 
lace; be honest: and let me pre- 
sent thee with the brightest jewel 
that man ever possessed; and 
then, body and soul, wilt thou 
bind to thee for ever, thy 

BELFORD. 

LETTER XSSIV. 



■ward 

_, bigger, who — ^ 

mellinghim, for having run away 
with hiB apple, his orange, orhw 
gingcrbreaa. 

So say I to thee, on occasion o£ 
thy severity to thy poor friend, 
who, as thou owiicst, has fiimiehfid 
thee (ungenerous as thou arti) 
vrith the weapons thoubrandishest 
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so fearfullj against him. ~ And ithat I never yet met with Euch I 
to what purpose, when the miB- woman as this. If I to', Diardl; 
chief ia done? when, of conae-lever should have attempted Mis 
quence, the siffair is irretrievable? 'Clarissa Harlowe. Hilliert* sh- 
aud when a, Clarihea could not I is all angel: and was not thatthi 
move me? point wuich at setting out I pro 

Well, but, after allj Imust own, |posed to try?* and was not crJia 
that there ia something very sin- |?n'(a/j(i7( ever my darling view 
^ular in this lady's case: and, atiAnd amlnot now, atlaat, inthi 
times, 1 cannot help regretting, high road to it? — It ia true, thai 
that 1 ever attempted her; since I have nothing to boast of aat* 
not one paver either of bud y or sunt herwill. The very contrary. Bill 
couldbemovedinmy favour:and now are we come to the tot, 
since, tousetheexpreaaionof the whether ahe cannot be brongbtio 
philosopher, on a much graver oc- make the best of an irreparabft 
caaion, there is no difference to he evil — if she exclaim [she bw 
found between the eliull of King reason to eiclaim , and I will sil 
Philip, and thatofanotherman. down with patience by the hmir 

£ut people's extravagant no- together to hearherexclamatiaaii 
tions of things alter not jacis, Bel- till she is tired of IhemJ she mil 
ford; and, whenall'sdone, Miss then descend to expostulation pe^ 
Clariaaa UarlowQ has but run the haps: espoatulalion will dve M 
fate of a thousand others of her hope: expostulation wilf shew, 
sex — only that they did not set that she hates me not. And if she 
such a romantic value upon what hate me not, she will forgive: and 
they call their Anitotii-; that's all. if she now forgive, then will all to 

And yet I will allow thee this — over ; and she will be mine upon 
that if a person set a high value my own terms : and it shall tiieii 
upon auy^ thing , be it ever such a be the whole atudy of my fotn(< 
tnfle in itself, or in the eye of life to make her happy, 
others, the robbing of that person So, Beltbrd, thou seest, that 
of it is not a trifle to Mm. Take have journeyed on to this stag 
the matter in this light, 1 own I [indeed, through infinite mace* 
have done wrong, great wrong, to and as infinite remorses] with on 
this admirable creature, determined point in view, ftoi 

But have I not known twenty the first. To thy urgent aiippli 
and twenty of the sex, who have cation then, that I will do he 
seemed to carry their notions of gratefid justice by marriage, It 
virtue high ; yet when brought to me answer in Malt. PrioFs t* 
the test, have abated of their se- lines on his hoped-for auditoi 
verity? And bow tibould we be ship- asput into tbemouthsofji 
convinced that any of them ore St. JobnandHarley; -^m 



p/,fiU they are tried? 1 

thoasaiid times have I swA\ 
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« dona, whieb Mult, dotbiterror, has made a person's hair 
■"' -»oT TO DAx stand on end, and even (as wohave 

'jread) changed the colour of it. 
'hauseest, Jack, tbatlmake But that it Bhould bo stupefy, as to 
M resolution B however, agalnat inakeaperaon,attiinGa,inaeaBible 
doing her, one time or other , the to those imaginary wrongs, which 
»iihed-for justice, evenwerelto would raise others /iujra etupefao- 
Bcceed in my principal view, co- tion, is very surprising! 
hliilalitjn. Asa of this I do asaurs But I will leave thissubject, leat 
thee, that, if lever marry, it must, it should make me too crave. 
it shall be Miss Clarissa Harlowe. I was yesterday at Hampstead, 
— Nor is bar honoui at all im- and discharged all obligations 
piiied with me, by what she has there, with no small applause. I 
K far suffered.- but the contrary, told them , that the lady waa dow 
SItfi most only take care, that, ifiO-ihappy as myaelf;and that isno 
■he be at last brought to forgive! great untruth' for I am not alto- 
ine, sheshewme, that her Love-, gether so, when I allow myself 
Iwe ia the only man on earth, i to fAi>i{'. 

irtiom she could have forgiven on j Mrs. Townaend , with her tara, 
Ihe like occasion. had not been then there. I told 

But, ah, Jack! what, in thelthem what I would have them say 
meantime, shall I do with this ad- 1 to her, if abe came. 
Diruble creature? At present — Well, but, after all [how many 
[lam loth to say it — but, atpre-io^'jer-ni/'^havel?] I could be very 
»ent| she is quite stupefied. grave , were 1 to give way to it — 

I bad ratherj methinks, Bhe|The devil take me for a fool! 
^DuldhaveretainedallheractiveiWhat's the matter with me, I won- 

Cers, though 1 had suffered by der! — Imust breathe afreaberair 
oails and her teeth , than that foiafewdaya. 
■he abould be BUnk into such a[ But whatahallldowith this ad- 
state of absolute — insensibility mirable creature the while? — 
(thalllcallit?) aa she baa been in Hang me, if I know! ^-For, if I 
' wet since Tnesdav morning. Yet, ! stir, the venomous spider of thia 
I U she begins a little to revive, and habitation will want to set upon 
nowandtheu to call names, and!the charming fly, whose silken 
'. to exclaim , 1 dread almost to en- ' wings are already so entangled in 

Slge with the anguish of a spLrit|niy enormous wet), that shecannot 
lit owes its eitraordinary agit.a- move hand orfoot: for so much has 
I tioiit to & tticeness that has no ex- grief stupefied her, that she is at 
' UDple either in ancient or modern present asdeatitute of will, asshe 
I Itory, For, afterall, what is there always seemed to be of desire. I 
I iaherease that fihouldsi(i;i«/f/aQch'niuBt not therefore think of leaving 
. aglowinK. suuh a btooniini/ char- her jetfor lw(idwja\tiSftfe»:! 

I aier? — Excesa of grief, excess of . 

■ Vi* 
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of what the reaentment of this dear 
creature will be when quite re- 
covered; an affecting onel — Po 
entering her apartment after Dot 
cas; and endearouring to sooth 
and pacifr her disordered 
in the midst of my blandiel 
she held up to heaven, inai 
less agonj. the innocent 
(which she has in her own power); 
as the poor distressed Catalans 
held up their English treaty, on 
occasion that keeps the worst 
my actions in countenance. 

She seemed about to call down 
vengeance upon me'; when, hap- 
pily, theleadengod, inpitj tohei 
trembling Lovelace, waved over 
her half-drowned eyes his aotntii- 
ferous wand, and laid asleep the 
fair eiclaimer, before shecould go 
half through withher intended ' 
precation. 

Thou wilt guesB, hy what I have 
written, that some liUh art has 
been made use of: hut it was with 
& generous deBiga, (if thou'lt allow 
me the word on such an oceasion) 
io order to lessen the too quick 
Hiue she was likely to have of 
what she was to suffer. A 
trivance I never had oceaaioi 
before, and had not thought of 
now, if Mrs. Sinclair had not pro- 
posed it to me: to whom 1 left the 
management of it: andlhave done 
nothing but curse her ever since, 
leet the quantity should have for 



'/■ damped her charming intel-i thing 



Hence my concern — forlthlt 
the poor lady ought not to ha^ 
been so treated. I'lnir /arfy, di 
I say? — What havel to do wit 
thy creeping style? — Bot haj 
not I the worst of it; since heru 
sensibility has mademebutsUiii 
to my own jo;-*? 

I did not intend to tell thee t 
this little innocent trick ; for snC 
1 designed it to be; buttbatlhat 
disineenuousness; to thee, e« 
peciolly: and as I cannot hei| 
writing in a more serious vein tblu 
usual, thou wouldest perhaps, hsi 
1 not hinted the true cause, drii 
imagined that 1 was sorry for Ibi 
fact itself; and this would hsx 
given Ihee a good deal of trouble it 
scribbling dnl! persuasives to ift 
pair by matrimony; and ma ii 
readingthjcrudeaonBense. Be 
sides, one day or other Ihei 
mightest, had I not confessed it 
have heard of it in an aggravalei 
manner: and 1 know thou bss' 
such an nigh opinion of Ibis lady' 
virtue, that thou wouldest hems 
appointed, if thou hadst reason t 
thmk, that she was subdued by JW 
oicii consent, or any the leu 
yielding in her will. And so is sli 
beholden to me in some meaiutt 
that, at the expense of )n^ honou! 
ehe may so justly form a pleE 
which will entirely slave hers. 

And now is the whole secret on 

Thou wilt say I am a horrid fe 
low! — As the ladydoes, thatlai 
the unchained Beehthub, and 
plaiting viltain: and as this ia wbl 
you both said beforehand, " 
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li thee, and thatlshould 
1 meanest more by thy 
Jt thanlam willing to be- 
[doBt, that thou wilt for- 
ctdves; for is not the, 
- Can it be helped?' 
BBtl not now try to make | 
|tof it? — And the rather 
in thee this, and invio-! 
. eey, because I begin to 
bt my punishment will be 
'"" "a tlie fault , were it to 
a my own reflection. 
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is to say, till he arrived at the 
height ot'hiBambitioa; nor didtiiy 
Lovelace know what it was to be 
gloomy , till he had completed hia 
wisliea upon the moat charming 



Friday, Jane 

, to haar of th)' i 
but hope thou wilt not, 
it. Thy servant tellaj 
1 narrow eacape thoui 
thy neck. I wish it; 
ominous: but I thiakj 
seemeat not to be in ao enter- 
ag a way aa formerly; and^ 
jet, merrv or sad, thou aeest a 
nle'g neck is always in danger, if; 
Wfrom the hangman, from hia; 
twuhorse. But 'tis a vicious toad, | 
ilKema; andl think then should- ; 
a never venture upon hia back 
nin; for 'tis a plaguy thiii^ for 
On and horse both to be vicioun. 
Thy fellow tella me, thou de- 

Hwe in order to 'iiBerl thy chagrin 
M thy forced confinement: out, 
bow con I think it in my ji/i wer to 
dfrert, when my subject is oot' 
leudng to myaelf ? | 

CuBar never knew what it was 
to be lipped, I will call it, till he 
to be v/hntPompe^ was, that ' 



of obtaining that? 

Yet I could almoat join with thee 
in the wish, which thousendest me 
up by thy eervant, unfriendly aa it 
ia , that 1 had had thy misfortune 
beforeMouday night last: forhere 
the poor lady haa run into a con- 
trary extreme to that I told thee 
of iu my last: for now is she aa 
much too lively, as before she was 
too stupid; and 'bating that ahe 
has pretty frequent lueid intervals, 
would be deemed raving mad, and 
1 should be obliged to confine her. 

I am most uonfoundedly dis- 
turbed about it; for I begin to fear , 
that her intellects are irreparably 1 
hurt. ' 

Who the devil could have e 



But theae high-souled and high- 
sensed ^la, who had set up for 
shining lights and examples to the 
rest of the sex, are with auch diffi- 
culty brought down to the com- 
mon standard, that a wise man, 
who prefers his peace of mind to 
his glory, in subduing one of that 
exalted claaa, would have nothing 
to say to them, 

1 do all ill my power to quiet 
herapirita.whenlforcemyselfinto 

i go on, beggiBg "gsktica <i 



, orll 

ihifte h«i 
then te- 

mtfS| 
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minute; and vowing truth aud'iiuder the tablo , either i! 
honour another. :knowing what she does, o 

I would at first have persuaded liking it: then gets up, wrisgi 
her, and offered to call witnessca, her hands, weeps, and shifts h«i 
tothe truthof it, that we were ac-' Beat all round the room: iheucc 
tnally married. Though the li- turns to her table, sits down j 
cenee was in her hands, I thought writeB again, 
the assertion might godown in her * * 

disorder; and charming conse- One odd letter, 
quences I hoped would follow, it, Dorcas has this moment g 
But this would not do. — me from her — Carry Ih't, i ., 

I therefore eave up that hope; she, lo the vilfst of men. DorM^' 
andnowldecrare toher, that it is a toad, brought it, without aif 
my resolution to marry her, the further direction, to me. 1 Mt 
moment her uncle Harlo<>Te in- down intending (although 'lb 
forms me , that he will grace the pretty long) to give thee a copy of 
ceremony with his presence. it: hut, lor my life, I cannot; 

But she believes nothing I say; tis so eitravagant. And the 
nor (whether in her senses, or not) original is too much aa original (0 
hears me with patience in her let it go out of my hands. 

But some of the scraps and 
pity her with all my soul; and fragments, as either torn througli, 
J curse myself, when she is in her or flung aside, I will copy, fiir tb« 
wailing fits, and when. I appro- novelty of the thing, and to she" 
hend, that intellects, so charming, thee how her mind works now^c 
are for ever damped. is in this whimsical way. Yet 1 

But morel curee these women, know I am still furnishing Iki^ 
who put me upon such an ex- with new weapons against myself, 

EedientI Lord! LordI what a But spare thy comments. Myowu 
and have I made of it I — And all reflections render them needlesi, 
far lohat? Dorcas thinks her lady will tA 

Last m'ght, for the first time for them: so wishes to have t hW 
since Monday last, shegottoher to lay again under her tabla | 
pen and ink; but she pursues her By the first tbou'lt euess^ 
writing with such eagerness and I have told her, that MissUof 
hurry, as shew too evidently her very ill, and can't vn'ite; tblw 
discomposure. may accoont the better fo^ 

I hope, however, that this em- having received the letter dear 
ployment will help to calm her for her. 
spirits. PAPER 1. 

* * * (roj-FiinlKiopifiK 

JuBT now Dorcas tells me , that kt uhahest uibb hou 
what she writes she tears, and\ O'wafc.t 4xe%A,Wi.\Lv[i^H 
throva tbe paper in fragmenta'.tii^ii^a'j.X "BiA-s^^-w- -' 



sight. 
Ipi 
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re not true, surely I 
heard from you be- 
__ I — But what have I to do 
mbmd? — You may well be 
riofmel— Andifyouare.lcau 
'ire you: forlamtiredof my- 
andatlmyownrelationswcre 
Id of me long before you were, 
Row good you have nJw&ya 
ntome, mine owu dear Anna 
Mfel — But how I ramble ! 






•my heart was i'ull — I die 
Kv what to sa^ first — and 
bongbt, and grief, and con- 
Irion, and (0 my poor head) 1 
it tell what — and thought, 
rrief, and coafusiou, came 
ling BO thick upon me; o'le 
■Odd be lirBt, anniher would be 
fat, all would be firBt: bo I can 
*>ile nothing at a!l. — Only that, 
irtistever they have doae to me, 
[Cutaot tell ; but I am no longer 
•iat I was in any one thing — ' 
Uf one thing did I say? Y 
ht 1 am ; for f am still, and I e- 
'■"t*' Yourtrue- 



sight of them. Preaerve them 
therefore; for we often look hack 
with pleasure even upon the 
heaviest griefs , when the cause of 
them is removed. 



Add can vou,my dear honoured 

Eapa, resolve for ever to repto- 
ate your poor child? — But I am 
sure you would not, if you knew 
what Bbe has suffered since ber 
unhappy — and will nobody plead 
for your poor suffering; girl? — 
No one good body? — Why then. 



Plague on it! I caa 
niTO of this eloquent 
Bjiself; which rather Ehewa a 
iwed, than a qaeocbed imagiiiti- 
tion: but Dorcas shall transcribe 
the others in separate papers, i 
mitten by the whimsical chiirmei 
■ndsome time hence, wheaali 
fret, and I can better bear 1 
lead tlieni, 1 ma^ mk thee foi 



for your poor suffering girl? 
" ody?— " . 

it be an act of your 

innate goodness, which I 

have so much experienced , and so 

much abused. 1 don't presume 

think you should receive me — 

I, indeed — my name is — I 

don't know what my name is ! — I 

never dare to wish to come into 

your family againl — But your 

heavycurse, uiypapa, — yea, I 

s7/ call yon papa, and help your- 

if as you can — for you are my 

radearpapa, whether you will 

: not ^ and though I am an un- 

orthy child — yet I am your 

child — 



A i.ABY took a great fancy to a 
young lion, or a bear, 1 forget 
which — but abear, oratieer, I 
believe, it was. It was made her 
a present of when a whelp. She 
fed it with her own hand: she 
nursed up the wicked cub with 
greattenderness; and would 'ila.^' 
with it without ieM ot a^^xeofca 



k^ 



300 

sion of lisDgerrandit was obedient: 
to all her commands: and ite 
tameueas, aa abe used to boast,! 
increaaedwith its growth; so that, I 
like a lap-dog, it would follom her! 
all over the house. But mind, 
what followed: atlast, eomehon,, 
neglecting to satisfj ita huncr;, 
maw, or having otherwise dis- 
obliged it on soiQeoccaaion,itre-i 
snmed ila nature ; aiidouaeuddeu 
fell upon her, aud tore her ia 

Eiaces. — And who was most t* 
!ame,Ipray? The brute, or the. 
lady? The lady, surely! — Por| 
what 5/iEdid,.wa3 nut of nature,! 
uur of eharacter, at least: whatifi 
did, wasiVi its ownnature. 



How art thou now humbled; in 
the dust, thou proud Clarissa 
Ilarlowe! Thou that never step- 

Eedat out of thy father's house, 
ut to ho admired! Who wert 
wont to turn thine eye, sparkling 
with healthful life , and sel^ 
assurance, to different objects at 
once as thou paasedst, as if (for 
80 thy penetrating siater used to 
say) to plume thyself upon the 
exnected applausea of all that be- 
held thee ! Thou that used to go 
to rest satisfied with the adula- 
tions paid thea in the past day, 
and couldat put off every thing 
but thy vanity! — 

PAPER T. 

Rejoice not now, my Bella, my' 

sister, my friend; but pity the 

humbled creature, whose foolish 

heart you used to say you beheld 
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through the thin veil of b: 
which covered it. 

Itrousthave been ao! 
had not else been permitted-^ 

Yon penetrated my proud Ij 
with the jealousy of an (^ 
siater's aearcbing eye. i 

You knew mebetterthBolB 
inyaetf. I 

Hence your upbraidinga I 
your chidings, when I begd 
totter. I 

But forgive now those | 
triumphs of my heart. 

I thought, poor proud « 
that 1 was, that what jonM 
was owing to your envy. ^ 

I thought! uould acqtutn^ 
tention of any such vanity. 



I V 






ithel 



ledge I thought I had of m 
My supposed advantagBBJ 



jail? — 

! PAPEK VI. 

What now is become 
prospects of a happy life, II 
once I thought opening *" 
me? — Who now shaU ai 
the solemn preparations? 
now shall provide the nn 
omamenta , which Boit«i j 
divert the apprehensions C 
fearfnl virgin? No court n 
be paid to my smiles! Sm 
couraging compliments to inf 
thee with hope of laying a i 
not unworthy of thee undeF<l 
gation! No elevation nonf 
conaoiouB merit, and RpplfU 
purity, to look down fain i 
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picstTftte adorer, and an admirii 
world, and up to pleased andi 
joicing parente and relations! 



: iihlii/aiion. Thus prepossessed 
I all the rest that my soul loved and 
I wished for in your reformation, 1 
.hoped! — Ikuewnot, butbyre- 



Thod pernicious caterpillat, ! 
tbal preyeat upon the fair leaf of 
iOffTi fame, and poisoneat those' 
Wes which thou canst not de- 

TOUT, 

Thou fell blight, thou eastern 
Hut, thoQ overspreading mildew, 
IhK destro^est the early promiscH 
''thesbiningyear! thatmockest 

"""^ '~ toil, and blaatest the 
. of the painful hus- 

Jt fretting moth, that cor- 
neH the fairest garment ! 
Thou eating canker-worm, that 
.revest upon the opening bud, 
tna tumest the damask rose into ' 
llTidyellowness! I 

Ifj asreligii 
"illjudeeuB, 
Ijj our benevo 

to one another — O wretch! be- 
think thee, in time bethink thee, 
hm great must be thy condemna' 



teaches us, God| 



. At first, I saw something in 

^^nr air and persoq that dia- 

^Isased me not. V'our birth and 

"ortoneawere nosmall advantages 

you. — You acted not ignobly 

"my passionate brother. Every 

ij said yon were brave : every 

idy eaid you were generous: a 

'Wtif tnaa, I thought, could not 

K A hose man: a genernvs man, 

iOQld not, I believed, be tin- 

jvliere be acAoowledged 



generous: frankness 
and generosity ever attracted me ; 
whoever kept up those appear- 
ances, I Judged of their hearts by 
my own; and whatever qualities 
1 icinhed to find in them, 1 was 
ready to find; and iclien found, 
I believed them to be natives of 
the Boil. 

My fortunea, mv rank, my 
character, I thougnt a further 
security, I was in none of those 
irespecls unworthy of being the 
Iniece of Lord M. and of his two 
noble Bisters. — Your vows , your 
imprecations — but obi you have 
barbarously and basely conspired 
against that honour which jou 
ought to have protected and now 
you have made me — what ia it 
of vile that you have not made 
me? — 

Yet, God knows my heart, I 
had no culpable inclinations I — 
I honoured virtue! — 1 hated vice! 
— But I knew not, that you were 
vice itself. 



Had the happiness of any, the 
poorest outcast in the world, 
whom I had never seen, never 
known, never before beard of, 
laid as much in mi/ power, as my 
happiness did in i/ourn, my bene- 
volent heart would have made me 
fly to the auftcoMT ft^ wuii ». yiw 



^^^ 




^^^ 
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would Ibave raised the dejoctedlpity the poorwretoh, whflt| 


he&d 


and comforted the desnond- cceaaed i 


ateadofdiminiaU 


ing heartt — But who now"ahallInumber of themiserable! 1 




PAPER X. 


J 




Where 1 may dote cral "hm T«e left of 1 


Tel may lou me; M 

1 




Porgel myself, ud Hat dKJ'a sailll — 












ssss 

sill 








Th« bloU tho face md blmli of modeelj 




Takes off lhBro»e 


-fii 






*"i" 




AndiDak»>bllstcrtbcie! 


!ljf 




Then down I laid ay hc»d, 




; 




»...! 1 || 




*^Al,7»owth'>oi!"idT^' """""'" 




Wben back to i» cage again I »a" !l flji 


;!= 






Is? 




And ro« tbo galley here agnfa! 


^o a" 




Pooll Wilhatbodyloremrn, 


f^S| 






■'■■■ hi' 




O myKiB.Howo, if Ihon hast MendsbEp, 


elp me, 




And apeak Ihe words of pence lo my divl 






Thai wars within me, 


^1 




And ralaei every sense lo my cmAislcD. 


|5 




I'm toll-ring on Ibe brink 








■"' ll" 










s i 




W^euHononr'eloet, 'lie .rellerio die: 


ll 




DoBtta'e bnl a enre roiraai Stoat In&mj. 






frgW; Tben farewell, yontb. 
3 S.S 3. And all Ihe joy. that dw 


5 1 




ell 1 




C g B » With youth and Ufal 


1 




n ° ° B And Ute itaolf, farewell 






g||-sl 






< S „ a 3 For life UD never ba elnc 


rely blcil. , 




S;S°° Heai-apnnV>hu\1iBliar]L,w«.«tqiulhab«l. M 


L 
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irnai all, Belford, I have just Indeed I have had my full share; 
tkunmed over these trau-icriptioiiB so it is no matter. 
of Dorcas; and I see there are But, good uow, Lovelace, don't 
method and good senBe in some of set Mrs. Sincliur upon me again, 
tbetn, wild as others oF them are; 1 never did her any harm. Snesri 
lod that her memory, wbieli aflrighls me, when I see herl — 
wrres her so well for these poeti-, Ever since — when was it? Icau- 
m1 flights, is far from being im-. not tell. You can, I suppose. She 
piire<r And this gives me hope, may be a good woman, as far as I 
Ibit she will soon recover her know. She was the wife of a man 
(hirming intellects — though I of honour — verj; likely — though 
All! be the sufferer by their re- forced to let lodgings for berliveli- 
ilcratiou, 1 make no doubt. hood. I'oor gentlewoman! Let 

But in the letter she wrote to ber know I pity her: but don't let 
ne, there are yet greater extra- her <«me near me again — pray 
nguces; and though I said it.don'tl 

tru too affecting to give thee a Yet she may be a very good 
wpy of it, yet, after I have let. woman — 

llee gee the loose papers inclosed,! What would I say I — I forget 
ItluD^Imay throw In a transcript what 1 was going to say. 
of that. Dorcas therefore sbBll' Lovelace, you are Satan hiin- 
liere transcribe it. /cannot. Thelaelf; or he helps you out in every 

Rt affected me ten times thing; and that's as bad! 
he severest reproaches But have you really and truly 
mind could do. sold yourself to himV And for 

how long? — What duration is 
your reign to have? 
HR. LOVBLACE, Poorman! the contract Hti^; be 

I nvEK intended to write an- out: and then what will be your 
Mher line to you. 1 would not fate! 

•Wj'ou, if I could help it — O Lovelace! if you could be 
thatlnever bad! sorry for yourself, I would be 

But tell me of a troth, is Mias sorry too^ but when nil mv doors 
flwe really and truly ill? — Very 1 are fast, and nothing but the key- 
ill?— And is not her illness poi- 1 hole open, andthekoy of lateput 
Wn? and don't you know who intothat, to bewhereyouare, in 
gave it her? a manner without opening any of 

What you, or Mrs. Sinclair, or I them — O vfretched, wretched 
iBOmBhody, (I cannot tell who)'Clari3saHarlowe! 
have done to my poor head, you! Fori never will be Lovelace — ■ 
bMt know; but I shall never beilet my uncle take it as he pleases. 
hrhat I was. My head is gone.! Well, but nowlremember what 
Shave wept away aV my brain, 'I was going to aa.^ — Wialox iitmr 
t believe; for I can weep no more. ' good — not "aiXM, — ^ot ■d'i'CKaii, 
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can do me good nowI — thou; what purpoae should I eat?J 
villainona man ! thou hated Love- ' what end should I wish to Ut^ 
lace I . I tell thee , Dorcas , 1 will a 

But Mrs. Sinclair maj be a good, eat nor drink. Icaunot be I 
woman — if you love me - — but than I am. 
that you don't — hut don't let her I will do as you'd l 
bluster up with her worse than good Dorcas, look not upon m 
mannish airs to me again ! O she fiercely — but thou canst not looST 
is a frightfiil womanf If she iea'so bad as 1 have seen somebodj 
womanT She needed not to put on look. 

that fearful ma/k to scare me out! Mr. Lovelace, now that I n- 
of my poor wits. But don't tell 'member what I took pen in bsnd 
hcrwhatlsay — 1 have no hatred to say, let me hurry off inj 
to her — it is only &ight and'thoughts, lest I lose them Sgsin 
foolish fear, that's all. — She may — here I am sensible — and ;et 
not fte a bad woman — but neither 1 am hardly sensihle. neitha — 
are all iwn, any more than all'hut I know my head is not si It 
women alike — God forbid they should be, for all that — therefee 
should he like you! let me propose one thing to yon: 

Alas! you have killed my head jit ia for joi/'' good — not rjii'iie: snii 
among yon — 1 don't say whodid'thisiait: 

iti God forgive you alll — Butj I must needs be bolh s tronbie 
had it not been betterto have put:and an expense to you. AndheiB 
me out of all your ways at once? my uncle Harlowe, when _h( 
You might safely have done it 1 1 knows how I am, will never wish 
For nohody would require me at I any man to have me: no, notaven 
your bands — no, not a soul ei-|j"", who have been the occasion 
cept, indeed, Miss Howe wouldlof it — barbarousand ungralefiii! 
have said, when she should see — Alesscomplieatedvillamy.cnBt 
you, What, Lovelace, have you a Tarquin — but I forget wiiat I 
done with Clarissa Harlowe'r — would say again — 
And then you could have given Theni/iisisit — Iceversballbfl 
any alight gay answer — sent her myself again : I have been a very 
beyoncTsea; or she has run away wicked creature — a vain, proud, 
from me , as she did from her pa- j poor creature full of secret pride 
rents. And this would have been;— which I carried off under an 
easily credited; for you know, 'humble guise, and deceived every 
Lovelace, she that could run body ^ my sister saya ao — and 
away from litem, might very well nowl am punished — so let me be 
I'uu away from yni. ! carried out of this bouse, and out 

But tnia ia nothing to what I of your sight; and let me be ^nl 
wanted to say. Now I Lavo it. | into that Bedlam privately, whuli 

1 have lost it again — thiafooVisli oncclaaw. \KA,\\,^a.aaBa(l sight 
encA coaii^'B tcaeiiig me — For to me \.\ieu\ \;vV\". »;. \ S>!»<i\].'^ 



^ 
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Aat I should eome to myself. — 
nst is all I would Bay : this ia all, 
iiuve to wieh for — then 1 shall 
H out of all your ways; and ll 
nail be taken care of; and bread 
nd water without your torment- 
Qgi, will be dainties; and my 
sniw-bed the eaeieat 1 have latu 
n— for — I cannot tell horn long! 
• Hy clothes will sell for what 
MIL keep me there, perhaps as 
long as I shall live. But, Love-I 
bee, dear Lovelace, I wilt call' 
Jon; forrou have cost me enough, i 
*m sure: — don't let me be made , 
fallow of for my family's sake;i 
*«y, for your rnvn sake, don't do i 
ftat — for when I know all 1 have' 
Wffered, which yetldo not, and' 
Bo matter if 1 never do — 1 may be j 
l^t to rave against you by uanie, | 
tod tell of all your baseness to :i ' 
^r humbled creature , that once 
*M aa proud as any body — but 
Wwbftt I ean't tell— escept of my 
WTO folly aud vanity — but let 
^t pass — since I am punished 
l«Hugh for it — 

So suppose, instead of Bedia 
iltwere a private mad-house, whi 
tebody comes! — That will be 
HCter a great deal. 

But, anothcrthing, Lovelace: 
fen't let them use me cruelly 
febealam tbero — ^Mi have used 
be cruelly enough , you know ! — 
Bon't let Uiem use me cruelly; for 
Ewill be very tractable ; and do 
jlny body would hare me to do - 
iicept what you would have u 
lo— for thati never will — a 
Kher thing, Lovelace; don't let 
his yniid woman, I was going to 
a^m'/e woman; iuldon't teJIher 



that — because she won't let you 
send me to this happv refuge, 
perhaps, ifehewere totnowit — 
Another thing, Lovolace; and 
let me have pen, and ink, and 
paper, allowed me — it will be all 
my amusement — but they need 
not Bend to any body I ahati write 
to, what I write, because it will 
but trouble them: and somebody 
may do youaoiiaohief may-be — 
I wieh not that any body do any 
body a mischief upon my ac- 

You teli me, tiat Ladj" Betty 
Lawrence, and your cousin Mou- 
tague, were here to take leave of 
me; but that I was asleep, and 
could not be waked. So you told 
me at first, 1 was man-icd, you 
know; and that you were my hus- 
band — ah! Lovelace! look to 
what you say. — But let not them 
(for they will sport with my 
misery) let not tha Lady Betty, 
letnotfiafMias Montague, what- 
ever the veal ones may do; uor 
Mrs. Sinclair neither, nor any of 
her lodgers , nor her niecea , come 
toseemeinmy place^iea/ones, 
Isay; for, Lovelace, Ishallfind 
""' "" villainies in time - 



shall - 






e ther 



good — then all will pass for 
ravings that I can say, as , I doubt 
not, many poor creatures' ei- 
clamations do pass, though there 
may betoomui^ truth in them for 
all that — and you kijow / hei;nn 
til be mad al Humpslead — so you 
said — Ah! villainous man! what 
have you not to a.nB"«ei tw \ 



lent I 
over < 
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1 



interval see 
I had be^oE 
what 1 have written. It is chief which would ei»j 
fit for any one to see, ho far aa robbery amoD^ men t 
1 have been able to reperuee it: comeBmurder, if a woq 
but my head wilt not hold, I 1 know thou wilt bl) 
doubt, to go through it all. If, having had recourse fe 
therefore, I have not already donotphyBicianBpresoj 
mentioned roy earnest desire, let' in acute casea, where I 
me tell you, it is this: that I bcjof the disorder woul^ 
sent out of tbis abominable house | throw the patient into 
without delay, and locked up in: delirium? 1 aver that) 
some private madhouse about this for this expedient waa ; 
towuj for such it seems there are; could it be any thing a 



produced to any body, eicept in 
your own vindication, if you 
should be charged with the mur- 
der of my peraon; amuch lighter 
crime tban that of my honour, 
which the greatest villain on earth 
has robbed me of. And deny me 
not this my last request, I be- 
seech you; and one other, and 
that is, never to let me see you 
morel This surely may be grant- 
ed to 

The miserably abused 

Clarissa Hahlowe. 



L 



I wiLi. not bear thy heavy 
preachments, Belford, upon this, 
affecting letter. So, not a word have 
of that sort ! The paper , tbou'lt 
see, ia blistered with the tears 
even of the hardened transcriber; 
which has made her ink run here 
and there. 

Mrs. Sinclair is a true heroine; 
and, I think, shames us all. And 

she is a (c'lntati too! Thou'ltsay, ofvillaina, Norwouiq 
the best things corrupted become 'put me upon clearinoj 
Che worst. Uul thisia certain, that 'comijariBOnB. ] 

whatever the sez aet their hearts', I'i^Xiftesta.-^e a.«.*S 



rape, thou knoweat, t 
ia far from being an i 
thing. Nothing but ttu 
in our way npon tba 
and the opinion of wh| 
woman will suffer rath] 
come a vU-a vice accofl 
much an honest fella 
benaions on that acoreJ 
theae anmmv/ilendea [ 
word npiates on thia ooe 
turned her bead, that 
they freijnently have 
constitutions; sud in 
was rather the fault ( 
than the design ofthei 
But ia not wine ita^ 
in deffi'ee? — How na 
een taken adva] 
, and other stiC 
toxicating viands? — I 
thee. Jack, that the «d 
many of the passive sa 
consciences or many U 
active, appealed to, ) 
that thy Lovelace is nl 
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^ ; concerned hnps suppose that her Friend 

I ibcnLt. What, therefore, I desire slights her; or has chnnged her 
"'"""" ' .that, if twoconstruc-'mind in myfavour.andiaashamed 



r this, not onlj' believe that the rustic delivered 

Up,but myowningenuous- ! her last letter iuto her own hand. 

lhich has famished thee I Mean time 1 have a little pro- 

B knowledge of the facts | iect come Into tny head , of a ru 

'" ' ■' ' - -'y kind; jus' '"- . . . ..l 



t which thou art so ready kind; just for a 
retgh, require of thee. that's all: variety has irresiBtible 

* * * 'charms. I cannot live without in- 

Wii-L is just returned from an trigue. My charmer has no pas- 
irrtDd to Hampstead; and ac-'sious; that is to say, noneof the 
<]iuunts me, that Mrs. Townsend passions that I want her to have. 
I'M yesterday at Mrs. Moore's, She eug.iges all my reverence. I 
iccompanied by three or four am at present more inclined to 
IWgh fellows; a, greater number regret what 1 have done, than to 
(Wsupposed) at a distauce. She ' proceed to new offences; and shall 
ns strangely surprised at the regret it till 1 see how sho takes it 
DBwg that my spouse and I are ' when recovered, 
mlirely reconciled; and that two' Shall I tell thee my project? 
fine ladies, my relations, came to 'Tis not a high one. — 'Tia this — 
Tiait her, and went to town with'to get hither Mrs. Moore, Miss 
hir: where she is very happy with Rawlins, and ray widowBevis; for 
ne. She was sure we were not they are desirous to make a visit 
Dbried, she said, unless it was to Sirs. Lovelace, now we are so 
vhilewe were at Piampatead rand happy together. And, if I can 
itfy were sure the ceremony was otaer it right, Bellon, Mowbray, 
Ml performed there, fiutthatthe Tourrille, andl, witlshewthema 
lady 13 happy and easy, is un- 1 little more of the ways of this 

nitionable; and a fling was wicked town, than they at present 
wn out by Mrs, Moore and know. Why should they be ac- 
Mrs. Bevis at niUchief-iaoleri , as quaiiileil with a man of my cha- 
Ihey knew Mrs. Townsend to be racter, and not be the teller and 
amuajnted with Misa Howe. iriser for it? — I would have every 

now, since my fair one can body rail against rakea with 
Bsither receive, nor send a,wa,y juitipneni and hmirleitge, if they 
letters, I am pretty easy as to this mill rail. Two of these women 
Mrs, Townsend and her employer, gave me a great deal of trouble: 
And I fancy Miss Howe will be and the third, I am confident, will 
puzzled to know what to think of forgive a merry eywwa^. 
tbetaatler, aaii ufraid of aen^iag Thou wi\t ne cMiwvw 



;, will H 



308 THE mSTOST 01" ' 

what tlsepersimit of these women vrba trusts to it, when it should 
ase^ to whom I intend ho much hold to do herseiTice. For such 
distinction. I thinlc I have not'young ladiea have so much de- 
heretofore mentioned any thinglpendence upon their own nuder- 
characteriBtic of their persons. standing aud wariness, are bo 

Mrs. MiKire is a widow of about mnch aBove the cautions that the 
thirty- ei ght ; a little mortified by leasupinionative may be benefited 
misfortunes; but those are oftenjby, that their presumption is 
the merriest folks, when warmed. | generally their overthrow, when 
She has good features still; aad|attemptedhyamano('e£|)erieiJce, 
is what they call much of a gen- who knows how to 6att«r their 
tlewomaii, and very neat in her vanity, and to magnify their wig- 
person and dres9. She has given] dom, in order to lake advanti;* 
over, I believe, all thoughts of our. of theirfolly. But, farMisiB**- 
sex: but when the dyine embers tins, \il t&aaAA expevieact to bet 
are raked up about the naif-con- theory, what an accomplished ]>e^ 
sumed stump, there will he fixel aou will she he! — And how much 
enough left, idareaay, to biaze' will she be obliged to roe; andnol 
out, aud give a comfortable , only sie, but alt those who may i>E 
warmth to a half-starved by- 1 the better for the prevepli all* 
stander. i thinks herself already so well 

Mrs. Bevis is comely ; that is to ' qualified to give I Dearly, Jack, 
say, plump; a lover of mirth, and I do I love to engage with theM 
one whom no grief ever dwelt' prec^igiverx, aad example Ml'f* 
with , I dare say, for a week to- 1 Nowj Belford , although there 
gether; about twenty-five years|iB nothmg striking in any of the>B 
of age: Mowbray will have^very'icharactera; yet may we, at* 
little difficulty with her, 1 believe; pinch, make a good frolicky half- 
for one cannot do every thing day with them, if after we have 
one's self. And yet sometimes soAened their wax at table by 
women of this free cast, when it encouraging viands, we can set 
comes to the point, answer not the our women and them into dancing- 
promises their cheerful forward- dancing, which all women love, 
ness gives a man who has a view and all men should therefore prO' 
upon them. mote , for botli their safccs. 

Hisa Jlaii<lms is an agreeable And thus, when Tourvillesinga 
young lady enough; but not Belton fiddles, Mowbray make' 
beautiful. She has sense, and rough love, and I smooth; an< 
would be thought in know ^lethou, Jack, wilt be by that tim< 
world, as it is called; but, for her | well enongh to join in the chorus 
knowledge, is more indebted to the devil's in't, if we don't moulc 
theory than experience. A mere there into what shape we plei " 



Lk 



'iiip t-syllabub knowledge thia,|our own women, by their laugh- 
tfaek, that always falls the peiaon Vog tcecioio^, eniiQiis*jEi&^ yiao 
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tk throngb all their custo- 



oying to be outdone or out- 
wheu tbeir hearts are tho- 
j warmed. 



irMrs. Lovelace, to whom 
lally they will desien their 
but if we can exhilarate 
they won't then wish to aee 
ad I can form twenty acci- 
md BicHHeB, from one hour 
Iher, for her absence, till 
lall have a subject to take 
ler thoughts, 
really sick at heart for a 
and have no doubt but this 
an agreeable one. These 
already think me a wild 
iHir do ikey like me Hie lexs 
at I can perceive; and I 
ike care, that they shall he 
. with flo much freedom be- 1 
le another's faces, that in | 
Lhej shall keep each others'l 
1. And won't this be doing! 
thing by them? since it will 
indissoluble band of union 
jndship between three 



faculties of thj friend, withoat 
looking out for new occasiona. Al- 
ready, as I have often observed, 
has she been tbe means of saving 
acoreaof hersei, yet without her 
own knowledge. 

Samrdaj nighl. 
Bf Dorcas's account of her 
lady's behaviour, the dear creature 
seema to be recovering. 1 shaU 
give the earliest notice of this to 
the iL>nr%Capt. Tomliuson, that 
he may apprise uncle John of it. 
I must be properly enabled, from 
that quarter, to pacify her, or at 
least, to rebate her first violence. 



ho a 



dat 



; have only common obligi. 
o one another: for thou 
t not to be told , that se- 
f love, and secrets of this 
, are generally the atroug- 
ent otfemale friendahips. 
after all, if my beloved 
be happily restored to herl 
;tfl, we may have scenes] 
;tweenus, tiat will besuf-i 
' baajr to emj>/oy all the, 



Sundiy artarDoon, GoVldck, (Juno 18, 

1 WENT out early this morning, 
and returned not till just now: 
when 1 was informed, that my be- 
loved, inmy absence, had taken 
it into her head to attempt to 
away. 

She tripped down, with a pai 
tied up in a handkerchief; her 
hat on; and was actually in the 
entry, when Mrs. Sinclair saw 
her. 

Pray, madam, whipping be- 
tween her and the street-door, be 
pleased to let me know whither 
you are going? 

Who has a right to control me? 
was tbe word. 

I have, madam, by order of 
your spouse, and, kemboingher 
arms , as she owned , I desire you 
will he pleased to walk up again. 

She woa\4 hawa s^iiVj5&.-, 'aaS, 
could aol: a-ai, \iMa'Ci.ii% '■«&» ■ 
«- M 1 
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TB, turned back, and went up but rave and exolajm? - 

t'to her chamber; and Dorcaa was used to raTing and eidaii 
taken to task for suffering her to; but, if recovered, IsfaallBet 



be in the passage before ahe y 

This shews, as we hoped last 
night, that she is recovering her 
charming intGllectB. 

Dorcas says, she was visible tj: 
herbutonce before thewhole day. 
and then seemed very solemn aad 
sedate. 

I will endeavour to see her. It 
mnat be in her own chamber, 1 
suppose ; for ahe will hardly meet 
me ID the dining-room. What ad- 
vantage will the confidence of our 
Bex give me over the modesty of 
hersjif sheberecovered! — I, the 
most confident of men: ulie, the 
most delicate of women. Sweet 
soul! methinkB, I have her before 
me: her face averted: speech lost 
in sighs — abashed— CO usciouB — 
what a triumphant aspect will this 
give me, when I gaze in her down- 
cast countenance! 

Tbib moment Dorcas tells me, 
she believes she is coming to find 
me out. She asked her after me: 
and Dorcas left her, drying her 
led-swoln eyes at her glass [no 
design of moving me by tearal]; 
sighing too sensibly for my 
courage. But to what purpose 
have Igone thus far, if Ipursue 
not my principal end? Nioeness 
must he a little abated. She knows 
tbeworat. That she cannot flyme: 
that she must see me; and tbatl 
look her into a sweet 



ahe behaves upon this our 
sensible interview after wha 
has suffered. 

Here she comes, 1 

LETTER XXXVm. ■ 



Suddiyitfi 


Never blame me for giving 


to have art used with this si 


rable creature. All the print 


the air, or beneath it, joining 


me, could never have subdued 


while ahe bad her senses. 




tell thee, that I am too n 


awakened by her to think of si 


were I to ^o lo bed ; and so i 
have nothing to do, but to « 


an account of our odd con 


sation, while it is so strongi 


my mind that I can think of 



thing else. 

She was dressed in a w 

lustring night-gown, with 

negligence than for some c 

past. 1 was sitting with my 

in my fingers; and stood up " 

I first saw her, with great e 

ilaiaance, as if the day were 

ler own. And so indeed it is, 

She entered with such dig! 

a her manner, as struck mei 

■reat awe, and prepared tne 

he poor figure I made in the f 

sequent conversation. A [ 

jfigure indeed! — But I will do 

Justice. 

arecircam8tanceBgtea\Vj'\ Ste. v,Ka«Ti.<g with quick « 

ijr favour. What can aUedo.ipiett'j diiafe\om*\ a-VcaRV 
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ketetiief in her hand; her tyes 
ndlher fierce nor mild, but very 
tiniest; andafixedscdateness in 
tar whole aspect, which seemed 
to ba the effect of deep coniem- 
^lUoD : and thua ahe accosted me, 
■ith an air and action that I never 
w» equalled. 

You «ee before you, air, the 
wrttch, whose preference of you 
lodlfOUTBei, ;ou have leward- 
td — as it indeed deserved to be 
[eirftrded. My father's dreadful 
sane has already operated upon 
me in the very letter of it , as to 
Qiii life; and it seems to no too 
nident, that it will not be your 
bnlt, that it is not entirely com- 
pleted in the loss of my soul, as 
Ireilas of my honour — which you, 
riUainoua man! have robbed me 
of, with a baseness so unnatural, 
B inhuman, that it seems, you, 
vreitijaii, hadiiot the heart to at- 
tempt it. till my senses were made 
theprevious sacrifice. 

Herel madeunbesitatingeSbrt 
fo ipeak, laying down my pen: 
bol she proceeded! — Hear me 
BOt, guilty wretch ! — abandoned 
manr— Man did I say? — Yet 
*^t name else can IV since the 
■DortRl worryings of the fiercest 
betit would have been more na- 
taral, and infinitely more wel- 
Wnia, than what you have acted 
bftne; and that with a premedi- 
tttioit and conti'ivance worthy 
Duty of that single heart, which 
■Uw, bane as well as ungrateful us 
fliOB art, aeems to quake within 
thee. — And well mayeat thou 
I (fnake; well marest tbou tremble 
^dMter, aod hesitate , as thou 



when thou reflectest upon 
what 1 have suilered for thy sake, 
and upon the returns thou hast 

By my soul, Belford, my whole 
frame was shaken: for not only 
her looks, and her action, but her 
) solemn, was inexpres- 
sibly affecting ; and then my 
cursed guilt, and her innocence, 
and merit, and rank, and su- 
periority of talents, all stared me 
at that instant in the face so 
formidably, that my present ac- 
count, to which she unexpectedly 
called me, aeemed, as I then 
thought, to reaemble that general 
one, to which we are told we shall 
be summoned, when our con- 

ience shall be our accuser. 

But she had had time to collect 
all the powers of her eloquence. 
The whole day probably in her in- 
tellects. And then I was the more 
disappointed, aa I had thought I 
could have gazed the dear crea- 
ture into confusion ~~ but it is 
Elain, that the sense she has of 
er wrongs sets this matchless 
oaiaa above alt lesser , alliceaker 
lusi derations. 

My dear — my love — I — I — I 
iver — nonever — lips trembhng, 
limbs quaking, voice inward, hesi- 
tating, broken — never surely did 
miscreant look so like a miscreant! 
While thus' she proceeded, waving 
her snowy hand, with all thegraccB 
of moving oratory. 

1 have no pride in the confusion 
visible in thy wholeperson. Ihave 
been alt the day praying for a 
compOBUxe , \t 1 twivi wA twa^ " 
1 from this VAc ^xoum , ftsa-X. ■' 
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once more enable me to look np to could not , to conceal from mj 
my destroyer with the conseioua- sight. 

ness of an innocent sufFerer. Thou A„r*.,M.u=« t i,^^ .; 

seest me, since my wrouB, are •*",', I"''',.!'';"' H«d prepare, 
beyond the po.er o'f „r,„A „- W"" '" k*'' P""™', ra™» 
pri., thonseestme, cntararaM fj""?' '•""B' eiecratron: the« 
to wish, that thou mayest col- Irannent nolence, , the workmp 
tinne haVaa.ed by the working, of »' ""^" B™'' "°1 'hame ..1 
tbyo-n conscience, till eirectual'^e"""' "™" '«" """ 
reintanc. t.ke held of thee .h.l|S;.; f^.^SlV".'!'.",'.; 
BO thou mayest not forfeit all title ^ 



to Ijiat mercy which thou hast not 
Bhewn to the poor creature no« 
before thee , who had so well de- 
eerved to meet with a faithful 
friend, where she met with the 
worat of cnemiea. 

doubt tho 



quitted s( 



. These have I been 
. accustomed to-j and, as DOtliiiit[ 
violent ia laetmg, with theu I 
could have wiahed to encounttt 
J But aach a. majestic composuw— 
seeking me — whom jet, it is 
plain, byher attempt to get aw]', 
she would have avoided seeing — 
Lucretia-likc vengeance upon 
nasi sniae scheme to puraue) tell herself in her thought — yetswi!- 
me, since 1 am a prisoner, as I, lowed up, her whole mind swal- 
find, in the vilest of houses, and. lowed up, as I may say, by a grief 
have not a friend to protect oriso heavy, as. inherown wordi.to 
save me, what thou inteodestjbe beyond the powerofspeecLto 
shall become of the remnant of a' express — and to be able, diacom- 
liEenotworththekeeping! — Tell posed as she was, to the veiy 



served for me; and whether thou 
haat entered into a compact with 
the grand deceiver, in the person 
of his horrid agent in this house ; 
and if the ruin of my soul, that 
my father's curse may be fulfilled, 
ia to complete the triumphs of so 

vile a confederacy? — Answer, . 

me! — Say, if thou hast eouraee . " . 
to speak out to her whom thSu '""-kc" 
hast ruined, tell me what fmifier 
1 am to suffer from thy barbarity? 



morning, to put such a home- 
question to me, as if she biuJ 
penetrated my future view — bow 
could [ avoid looking like a fool, 
and answering, as before, in 
broken sentences , and confuston? 



What — what-a — what hai 
i j been done — I, I, I — cannot bat 
— must confess — 
not right — isnol 
^ what should have been — but-a — 
^ n truly — truly — 

sorry for it — upon my bou.1 I an 
She stopped here; and, sigh- — and — and — will do all — d( 
ing, turned her sweet face from everything — dowhat — whatevei 
me, diying up with her handker- 1 is incumbent upon me — all thsl 
chief tboaeteaxa which slieendetv-'.'jow — 'iVa.^.-^QM.— lij^t-^tsnaball 
VHredioreatrain; and, w!ieiaa\ie,iw^iuie\o^'i'''"=-«l"™-™uH'^i^'*'-— 



nwpv 



OBelford! Belford! Whose the 
tritimpti now! — H&rb, or uine? 
Amendsl thou truly despi- 

I Ctble wretch! — Then lifting up 
ler (yea — Good heaven! — who 
(hall pity the creature who could 
&U bv 80 base a mind ! — Yet — 

I ind tuea she looked indiguantljl 
upon mel — Yet, I hate thee not 

, IbaaeBJid lowsouled, as thou art!) ' 
bilf so much ftsi hate myself, that 
Iwwthee not sooner in thy prop* 
WlonrBl— That I hoped eith( 



it have got over and defied 
ll Banctiona *. 
a called upon her consin 
name, as if he had 
ll her against a man of free 
; and walked towarda: 
w; her handkerchief at' 
: but, turning short to- 1 



■ZiZ 



rof n 



and majesty — [utliat, at lhe\ 
■omeni, inauld I have given nener 
^iave injured her I] What amends | 
M»t ihoa to propose! — What! 
*>Qends can such a one as thou 
'•'ake to a person of spirit, or com- 1 
mon sense, for the evils thou hast I 
So inhumanly made me suffer? 

As soon, madam — as soon — as 
~- soon as your uncle — or — not 
"aitmg — 

Thouwouldst tell me, I suppose ; 
^Iknow what tbou wouldst tell ■ 
BIB — bat thinkest thou, that rnni- 
Tiage ieilt satisfy for a giiill Hke\ 
AmefDestituteas thou hast made 
Inebo^ of friends and fortune, Ij 
too much despise the wretch, lu/i 



c<nild n,b Mniielfofhis mfe's virltig, 
to endure the thoughts of thee, in 
the light thou seemest to hope I 
|wi!l accept thee in! — 

I hesitated an interruptio . .__ 
my meaning died away upon my 
trembling lips. I could only pro- 
nounce the word marriage — and 
thus she proceeded : 

Let me therefore know, whether 
J am to be controlled in the future 
disposal of myself? Whether, in 
a country of liberty, as this, where 
the eooereign of it must not be 
guilty of ijnur wickedness, and 
where you neither durst have at- 
tempted it, had I one friend or 
Ireiation tolookupou me; I am to 
be kept here a prisoner, to sustain 
fceah injuricaV Whether, in a 
word, you intend to hinder me 
from going whither my destiny 
shall lead we? 
After a pause; for I was still 

Can you not answer me this 
I plain question?— I quit all claim, 
j all expectation, upon you — what 
right have you to detain me 

I I could not speak. What could 
I say to such a question? 

wretch! wringing her uplifted 
hands, had I not been robbed of 
my senses, and that in the baseal 

;manner — you best know — had I 
been able to account for myself, 
and your proceedings, or to have 
known bat how the days passed, 
a whole week should not have 
gone over my head, as I find it 
has done, before 1 had told you, 
what I now tell you — tJial ifte mun 
who lios been llw Dill'im l.t> -vfx. ijiWi 



4 



at 

Jtaee been , ihall never make me his 
mfe, — I will write to mj uncie, 
to \a,y aside his kind intentions in 
my favour ^- all my proapecta are 
Bhat in — 1 give myself up for a 
lost creature aa to this world — 
Hiuder me not from enteriiigupon 
tl life of severe penitence, forcoi- 
respotiding, after prohibition, with 
)t wretch who has too well justified 
all their warnings and inveteracy 
and for throwing myself into thi 
power of your vfle artifices. Let 
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I ask of you. I repeat, therefore, 
am I now at liberty to dispose of 
myself asl please? 

Now comes the fool, the 
creaut again ,besitatinehiBfarok.en 
answer: My dearest love, I am 
confounded, onite confounded, at 
the thought ot what — of what has 
been done ; and at the thought of 

— to whom. I see, I see, there ii 
no withstanding your eloquence 

— Such irresistible proofs of the 
love of virtue for its ovm sake — 
did 1 never hear of, nor meet with, 
in all my reading. Andifyoucan 
forgive a repentant villain, who 
thus on his knees implores your 
forgiveness, [then down I dropt, 
absolutely in earnest in al! I said] 
I vow by all that's sacred and just 
(and may ft thunderbolt strike me 
dead at your feot, if 1 am not 
sincere I) that I will by marriage, 
before to-morrow noon, without 
waitinc for your unclej or any 
body, ao you all the justice I now 
can do you. And you ahftll ever 
after control and direct me as 
you please, till you have made 



me more worthy of your angelic 
purity, than nowl am: norwiUI 
presume ao much as to touch your 
garment, till I have the honour 
to call BO great a blessing law- 
fully mine. 

O thou guileful betrayer I That 
is a just God, whom thou iuvakest; 
yet the thunderbolt descends not!' 
and thou llvest to imprecate mi 
deceive! 

My dearest lifel ritdng; fort 
hoped she was relenting — 

Hadst thou not sinned beyond 
the possibility offiir^'veness, uito^ 
ruptedshe; and this had been dU' 
first time that thus thou eoleimil^ 
promisestand invokest the venge- 
ance thou hast as often defied) 
the deaperateness of my conditiHl 
might have induced me to think' 
of talcinga wretched chance «vitll 
a man so profligate. But aflf 
inhat I have su/fered liy line, it 
would be criminal in me to wis' 
to bind my soul in covenant to I 
man ao nearly allied to perditioB- 

Good God! — how unchon- 
table I — I offer not to defeud — 
ivould to heaven that I could reeal 
— so nearh/ allied to perdili'in, 
madaml — So prufliijate a man, 
ladam!^ _ 

how short is expression offl 



1 of H ^ 
Such premeditation in thy 'I 
ness! — To prostitute the i 
racters of persona of bonouroffl 

family — and all to delil( 
poor creature , whom thou out 
est — but why talk I to the^ 
Be thy crimes upon thy head 
Once more I ask thee, am J 
I not ,' at my own liberty rj 



F 



CLAKISSi. HAHLOWB. 



I oSered to apeak in defence of 
ttfrwomen, decUriug that ihey 
niltr were the very peraonB. — 
Pieannie not, interrupted fhe, 
ue as thou art , to a&y one word 
I thine own vindication on this 
kcad. 1 have been contemplating 
Bidi behaviooT, their conversfi- 
ftn, their over-ready acquiesoen- 
ca to my deciarationa in thy dis- 
fiTOQr: their free, yet affectedly 
merred lieht manners: and now 
ftUthe em event has opened my 
qw, and I have compared facta 
liid passages together, in the little 
interval that has been lent me, I 
vonderl could not distinguish the 
Muviour of the uiimatron-like 
jilt whom thoQ broughtest to be- 
ne, from the worthy lady 
thoa hast the honour to call 
t^ aunt: and that I could not 
: wtcct the Bnperficial creature, 
I whom thou pasBedst upon me for 
the virtuous Miss Montague- 
Amazing uncharitabloiieEB in a 
hij so good herself! — That the 
iugnspirits those ladies were in to 
Ke you, should subject them to 
nch censures! — I do most so- 
lemnly vow, madam — 

That they were, interrupting 
IS, veiilg and indeed Lady Betty 
tkvrence, and thy cousin Monta- 
gne! — wretchl I see by thy 
iWleinn averment 1/ had not ijei 
mtrTedil\ what credit ought to be 
given to all the rest. Had 1 no 
Other proof — 

Interrupting her, I besought 
fier patient ear- "I had fouad 
myself, 1 told her, almost auowcUi/ 
d^ised and hated. I had ino 
^pe of gainiag her love , or her 



confidence. The letter she had left 
behind her, on her removal to 
Hampstead, sufficiently convinced 
me, tliat she was entire!? under 
Mi»a Uoire'B influence, and waited 
but the return nf a letter from her 
to enter upon measures thatwould 
deprive me of her for ever; Miss 
Jllowe bad euer been my enemv; 
mare so llien, no doubt, from the 
contents of the letter she had 
written to her on her first coming 
to Hampstead; that I dared not 
to standthe event of such a letter; 
and was glad of an opportunity, 
by Lady Betty's and my cousins' 
DicauB (though the; knew not my 
motive) to get her back to town; 
far, at the time, from inteniUng the 
outrage which my despair, and 
herwant of confidence in me, j "' 
me BO vilely upon — " 

1 would have proceeded; and 
particularly would have said 
something of Captain TomliuBon 
and her uncle; but she would not 
hear me further. And indeed it 
was with visible indignation, and 
not without several angry inter- 
ruptions, that she beard me say 

Would I dare , she asked tne, to 
offer at a palliation of my base- 
ness? The two women, she was 
convinced, were impostors. She 
know not but Captain Toralinaon, 
and Mr. Menncfl, were so too. 
But, whether*/"','/ were flo or not, 
/ was- And she insisted upon 
being| at her o«ni disposal for the 
remainder of her short Ufe — for 
indeed she abhorred me in every 
lights ati4 moi«. ■^'wNi'iMia.^ti ■>». 



THE HISTOKT OP 



216 

that, in which I offered myself to! 
her acceptSDce. I 

And, saying this, she fluDg 
from me; leaving me absolutely 
shocked and coniounded at her 
pact of a conversation, which she 
began nith such uncommon, how- 
ever severe composure, and con- 
cluded with BO much sincere and 
unaffected iDdignation. 

And now. Jack, I must address 
one serious paragraph parficular- 
ly to thee. 

I have not yet touched upon 
cohabitation — her uncle's media- 
tion she docs not absolutely dis- 
credit, as I bad the pleasure to 
find by one hint in this conversa- 
tion — yet she siispecta my future 
views, and has doubts about 
Mennell and Tomlinson. 

I do say, if she come fairly at 
her ligkls, at her ctues, or what 
shall I call them? her penetration 
is wiindei-fitl. 

But if she do nut come at them 
fairly, then is ber incredulity, Ihen 
is her antipathy to me evidently 
accounted for. 

I will speak out — thou couldst 
notj surely, play me booty, Jack? 
— Surely thou couldst not let thy 
weak pity for her lead thee to an 
unpardonable breach of trust to 
thy friend, who has been so un- 
reserved in his communications to 

I cannot believe thee capable of 
such a baseness. Satisfy me, bow- 
ever, upon this head. I must make 
a cursed figure in her eye , vowing 
and protesting, as I shall 
acraple occasionally to \ow 
protest, i/all the time aheha.a^\BAi 



unquestionable informations of 
my perfidy. I know thou as little 
fearest me, as 1 do thee, in any 
point of manhood', and will scOD) 
to deny it, if thou hast done it, 
when thus horae-preased. 

And here I have a good mind to 
stop , and write no mrther, till I 
have thy answer. 

And so I will. 



LETTER X3XIX. 
aVDlBcs to John Bplfocfl!, Eifl. 
da; morDine, Bo'dock (JiuU.) 
'uat write on. Nothing el 



I 

can divert me: and I think thon 
canst not have been a dog to me. 
1 would fain have closed my 
eyes: but sleep flies mo. 'Well 
says Horace, as translated bj 

The taBl<^7Dii ilecp will never build >i< 



Now indeed do I from my heirt 
wish, that I had never known this 
iady. Butwhowould have thought 
there had been such a woman m 
the world? Of all the sei I hi.it 
hitherto known or beard, orretd 
of, it was once subdued, and nlmB^' 
subdued. The first struggle wW 
generally the laal; or, at least, 



much fainter and fainter, that 
man would rather have them tbi 
he without them. But bow." 



,ttg 



mpporti 
Kber h 



Jria now near sis — the sun for; Very probable. The humour she 

""ihouiBpasthaa been illumina-lflew away from me in last night, 

rsvenrthingaboutme: for that, has given me expectation of such 

^^■rtial orb abines upon mother an enterprise. 

Hwdair's house as well aa upon' Now, Jack, to be thus hated, 

■g^oUier: but nothing within meland deepised! — And if I have 

in it illuminate. sinned beyond forgireneHB — 

At day -dawn Hooked through * » • 

iiBkey-hole of my beloved's door. I But she has sentme aroessago 

*e had deelnred she would not by Dorcas, that she will meet me 

*Wt cffher clothes any more iu.ia the dining-room; and desirea 

bis house. There I beheld her in I [odd enough] that the weneh mfty 

.iweetslumber,whichIhopewill.be prestnt at the conversatioa 

Mre refreshing to her disturbed that shall pass between us. This 

Hues; Bitting m her elbow-chair, ; message gives me hope. 

i^ipron ovei- her head ; her bead ' 

irtedbyoneaweethand, the' NIdo o'clock. 

hand hanging down upoal Confounded art, cunning, vil- 

___ side, in a sleepy lifelesaneaa;|lainy! —By my soul, she had Ilka 

Wf of oneprettyfoot oniyvisiblcitohave alipt through my fingers! 

See the difference in our cases! She meant nothing by her mes- 

Ikonght 1: she, the charming iu- aagebut to get Dorcas out of the 

JDied, can sweetly sleep , while way, and a clear coast, la a fan- 

■keTSrletinjurer cannot close his'cied distress sufficient to justify 

Vju; and has been trying to no, this lady for diapensing with her 

OTrpose the whole night to divert principles? Does shenotBhewme 

m melancholy, and to fiy from I that abe can wilfully deceive, as 

tinuelfl well as 1? 

Ab every vice generally brings | Had she been in the forehouae, 

its own punishment, even tn'and no paasaga to go throngh to 

Wrlife, if any thing were to temptlget at the street door.shehad cer- 

Wto doubt of/li(uif punishment, I tainly been gone. But her baate 

ilwonldbe, thattherecan hardly betrayed her; for Sally Martin 

t«a greater than that which I at happeningtobeintheforeparlour, 

^instant experience in my own .and hearing a swifter motion than 

inooree. jusual, anaa rustling of silks, as 

II 1 hope it will go off. — If not, ! if from somebody m a hurry, 

)wll will the dear creature bejiooked out; and seeing who it 

'Wenged; for 1 shall be the moat.waa, atept between her and the 

lOiiierableof men. door, and set her back agaiust it. 

Bii o'clock. I You must not go , madam. In- 

' Jbst now Dorona tells me, that deedyoumuat not. Bywhatright? 

fcer lady is preparing openly, and,— And howdare^ou? — And such 

Vithout disguise, to be gone, 'like impeiioiu a,u:a V.\iq ^«,a.'C'£t%%i- 
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ture gave henclf. —While SallyiasBiimeatiairDf resoliitian,haTii 
called out for ber aunt; and half found mj tamenese bo gmt 
B dozen voices joined instantly iul triumphed over. And noWf-a 
the cry, for me to hasten down, to dear, said 1 (urging berre' ' 
hasten down in a moment. ' feet) be plea,ae<rto wa" ' 

IwasgriivelyinBtructingDorcaa'fore parlour. Here, 
above stairs, and wondering what > will not go up stairs; here wsl 
would be the subject of the con- Imlii nur parleij; and Dorcr^ 
veraatiou to which the wench was witness lo it. — And now, ma 
to be a witness, when these out- seating her, and stiekmn 
cries reached my ears. And down hands in m; sides, your f 
I flew, — And there was the sure! 

charming creature , the sweet de. Insolent villain! said thefii 
ceiver, panting for breath, her lady. And rising, ran tt. 
back against the) partition, a window, and threw up th&a 
parcel in her band [women make [she knew not, 1 suppc 
no excursions without their par- there were iron rails Di 
eels] Sally, Molly, (but Polly windows]. And, when shed 
obligingly pleading for her) the she could not get out intvl 
mother, Mabell, and Peter (the street, clasping herupUftedtiP 
footman of the house) about her; toecther, having dropt her p^ 

ali, however, keeping their dis ■forthBloveolG-od.goodnl 

tance; the mother and Sally be- man! — For the love of q 
tweeu her and the door — in her mistress — [to two passers h 
soft rage the dear soul repeating, poor, a poor creature, sud 3 
I Tclll go — nobodv has a right — ruinedl - — - 
Iiai'Wgo — if you kill me, women, IclaBpedher inmyarms,p . 
I won't go up again! beginning to gather about (tie I 

As soon as she saw me, she window: and then she cried onti f 
slept a pace or tww towards me; Murder! Help! Help! — And I 
Mr, Locelace, iViZ/eo! said she carried her up to the diniiig-room, I 

— do you authorize tnese women in spite of her little plotting heart I 

— what right have they, or ym (nslmay uoweallit)althoughsbe | 
either, tostopme? violentiy struggled, catching hold i' 

Ib this, my dear, preparative of the bantiiatera here aud thaw, f 
to the converBation you led me to as she could. I would have seated : 
expect in the dining-room i' — her there; but shesunkdowuhilf 
Do you think I will? motionleSs, pale as ashes. And a 

And am I, sir, to be thus beset? violent burst of tears happily re- 

— Surrounded thus? — WhatUieved her. 

have these women to do with me?| DoreaB wept over her. Thftii 

I desired them to leave us, allwench was actually r ' 

but Dorcas, who was down as soon her! 

as I. I then thought it right to| Violent hysterica n 



ar ner. lUftii 
ly movedjW 

ntcceed^^H 
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left her to Mabell, Dorcaa, and: 
Mji the latter the most anp-l 
portable lo her of tJie aiaterhood. 

This attempt, bo reaolutelj 
rmde, alarmea me not a little. 
Bib. Sinclair and her nyaipha, 
*!t mattb more conceraed; be- 
anie of the rep'ilrilivn of their 
ianse, asthej'call it, having re- 
Wred Home insulta (broken 
"iiidowB tbreateued) to make 
Ihem produce the young creature 
'to cried out. 
While the mobbish inquiaitora 
Be in the height of their office, 
e women came running up to 
|M,t*>know what they should do; 
^leonstable being actually fetciied. 
Get the constable into the par- 
HBr, said I, nith three or four of 
tbe forwardest of the mob, and 
J*»duoe one of thenymphaiOnion- 
H'ed.in a mo ui en t, with disordered 
Mad-dreBB and handkerchief, and 
Whet own heracif the person; the 
hcasioa, a female ekirmiah ; but 
MtiBfied with the justice done her. j 
"ben give a dram or two to each , 
fellow, and all will be well. 



' Au,done, as I advised: and all 
IweU. 

'. Mn. Sinclair wiahaa she had 
terer seen the face of ao akittiah a, 
■dy; and she and Sally are ex- 
Kmelypressijic withmo, to leave' 
' uerrerBe oeauly to theirj 



call it, forfou 



teahng, as they call it, 
r five days. Bnt I curaed them 
■to aileuce ; only ordering double 
fecaution for the future. 
Poily , though she consoled the 
oar perverse one all she could, 



nheairiVA Aer,inBiBtBupoait to me, 
that nothing but terror will pro- 
cure me tolerable usage. 

Dorcaa waa challenged by the 
women upon her tears. She owned 
tlierareal. Said, she was aahamcd 
ofhersdf; bnt she could not help 
it. So sincere , bo unifieidmg a 
grief, insosiceei a lady! — 

The women laughed at her ; but 
I bid her make no apologies for 
her tears, nor mind their laughing. 
I was glad to aee them so ready. 
Good use might he made of such 
strangers. In short, I would have 
her indulge them often, and try if 
it were not possible to gainlier 
lady's confidence by her concern 
for "her. 

She said, that her lady did take 
kind notice of them to her; and 
was glad to see auch tokens of hu- 
manity in her. 

Well then, aaid I, jnur part, 
whether any thing come of it or 
not, is to he tender-hearted. It can 
do no harm, if no good. But take 
care you are not liio sudderil'j, or 
too affidimslij compassionate. 

So Dorcaa will be a humane 
good sort of creature, I believe, 
very quickly with her lady. And 
as it becomea women to be ao, and 
as my beloved is willing to think 
highly of her own acx; it will the 
moi'c readily pass with her. 

I thought to have had one trial 
(hftving gone bo far) for ciJiabita- 
lion. But what hope can there be 
of succeeding? — She is invincible! 
— Agairuiiail my rwliow, against 
all mil cnncqdinnx (thinking of bet 
aa a woman,aiidint,UftvM^hWiin. 
of her cbaima";! sliei,sD.liau\u,u\ijw>.- 



womai 
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vincible. My whole view at tbe|ovennatched, by thU womaj 
present, iatodoher legal justice, | What to do with her, o "■ ■" 
if I can but once more get "her out her, I know not. 
of her altitudes. I 

The cnnsent of auch a woman LETTER XL, 

muBt make her ever new, erer „, t.,„.i.o=fn t^v-n^if. 
charming. Butastomshmg! Can 
the want of a church ceremony | I oave this moment intelligent 
make Euch a difference I ,from Simon Psrsona, one ofmi 

She (juie* me her consent; for Lord M.'s stewards, thathiilortf 
hitherto I have had nothing to: ship is very ill. Simon, whoil 
faoaatof. Aliof my side, has EeenlmyobaequiouB servant, in viitiU 
deep remorse ; anguish of mind, and | of my presumptive heirship, prei 
love increased TSXh^T ilian abated, .me a, hint in his letter, that m; 

How herproud rejection stings'presence at M. Hall, willnotH 
me! — Andyetlhopeatill to get amiss. So, I must accelemle, 
her to listen to taj stories of the whatever he the course I aballbe 
family-reconciliation, and of her allowed or compelled to take, 
uncle and Capt. Tomlinson — and No bad prospects for Uiii 
aa she has given me a pretence to charming creature, if the old peer 
detain her against her will, she would he so kind as to surrenderj 
must see me wnether in temper or | and many a summons has bis gOlt 
not. — She cannot help it, And|given him, A good 10,000 /.ayeM, 
if love will not do , terror, as the and perhaps thetitlereveraioniu^i 
" ' ' ' would help me up with her. 

Proudly as this lady pretends 
to be above all pride, grandeur 
■ill have its charms with her: f" 



grandeur always makes a msn'i 
face ehine in a woman's eye. I 
have a pretty good, because 1 



u 



a advise, must be tried. 

Anice part, after all, has my 
beloved to act. If she forgive me t 
easily, I resume perhaps my pro- v 
jects : — if she carry her rejection c 
into violence, that violence re-- * 
make me desperate , and occas 

fresh violence. She ought, since clear, estate, ._. . . . .. 

she thinks she has found the wo- noble variety of mischief will 
men out, to consider Ff'u'i-e^tf^ 1,4. 10,000/. a year, eniible a man tc 

I am confoundedly out of con- do? 
ceit with myself, iflgive up my Perhapa thon'lt say,Idoo;reorf; 
contrivances, my joy in stratagem, all that comes into my head: bn 
and plot, and invention, I shall be that's a mistake — not one half, 
but a common man: such another will assure thee. And even an ui 
dull heavy creature as thyself, /""its, as I have heard, love to hav 
Yet what does even my succeas in the niiuier of doing miacloel 
my machinations bring me, but whetnertheyroake usp"/'i'/,(i^^ 
regret, disgrace, repeatancei Bvit T fee la.tJiQ.iieon Anne, wboj 
Jam overmatched, egiegwaaV^ .vftt^ ^loi t — - 



m 



ciAtussA hAblowii. Sir^H 

tad ot^erogatiee. And her mi- 1 to be a trial of skill , whether sh^f 
TUterv, inhername, in more in- shall or not. -^ 

fUnces than one , made a njmwis- Dorcas has hinted to her my 
"' ' e of this her foible. lord's illneas, asapieceof iutelli- 

* * * gence that diopt in eonveraalion. 

. --now, at last, am I to be ad- from me. .. ^ , 

nutted to the nrcHence of my But here I atop. My beloved, 
Bipyfair-one:afterthreedemals,lpur8uant to my peremptory mea- 
urertheleBs; and a perempdiry'sage, ia just gone up into the (li.~ 
me from me , by Dorcas , that 1 n ' 
•mat see her in her chamber, if I 

ttnot see ber in the dining-room, letter XLI. 

Dorcas, however, tells me that 
Me Bays, if she were at her own li- 
«rty, ahe would never aee me 
""we; and that ahe had been PiTYme. Jack, for pity's Ba.fc;_^ 
Mking after the characters and'aince, if thou dost not, nobo«i-« 
Wnditions of the neighboura. I else will: and yet never was tV»e^ 
Wppoae, now she haa found her a man of my genius and liv^\- 
Joice, to call out for help from, temper that wanted it more. "W* 
lem, if there were any to hear are apt to attribute to the <ie»-v- 
™- I every thing that happens to xii 

^She will have it now, it seems, I which we would not liaue b^-pp^^ 
~t I had the wickedneas from|buthere,being(as perhaps ttio,,^,- 
verybegiiining,tocoatrivefor say) the devil myself, my P'ag,-^, 
ruin, a house ao conveuient for arise from an angel. lauppos^ 
Rftdful mischief. 'mankind is to be plagued by , 

Dorcas begs of lier to be paci-lctm(rary. 
""'' -entreats her to see me with! She began with me like a. *■— , 
aee — tells her that lam one 'woman [.■jAe in the fault, -T t^" 
'the most determined of men, as blamed) the moment I enter-en^ «. 
■^haa heard eay. That gentle- dining-room; not the least ^^* 
B may do with" me; but that logy, not the least eicuae , f c>*^ ? 
!.:.._ -._., will, ahe believes. ' uproar she had made, ar».<^ 

„., „a her ladyship (aa she I trouble ahe had given me. »: 

lays styles her) is married, if II 1 come, said she, icto tl;^-^ 

'broken my oath, or m(en/fdd to | tested presence, beeai^e I <i^,^ 

Skit!— 1 help it. But why ami to i^^* 

hinted plain enough to the I prisoned here? Althoagti *^ 

-.£ wench, that she was «o( purpose, I cannot help— __ '^ 

Tied. But Dorcas would not Dearest madam, interr^ 

erstand her. ' pive not way to ao much Vi^^^ 

Bshews, tbatjiheisresoJved You must Know, t-o.i«. -y«:>-y^:~ 

■J no inea.8iire3. -4nrf Don- JB tentlon 18 eat>re\y o-BHig \.<^ .^^ 
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sire I have to inaike you aJl the 
amends that is in my power te 
make you. And this, aa well for 
ynur sake as mj own. — Surelj" 
there is still nne way left to repair 
the wrongs you have sufiered — 

Canst thou blot oat the past 
neek! Several weeks past, 1 
should say; ever aince I have been 
with thee? Canst thou call back 
time? — If thoucanat — 

Sorely, madam, again inter- 
rupting ner, if 1 may be permitted 
to call you Ugaliij mine, I might 
have but anticip 

Wretch, that thou artl Saynot 
another word upon this Bubjeet. 
When thou vowedst, when thou 
promisedat at Uampalead, I had 
begun to think that I must be 
thine. If Ibadconsented, at the 
reqneat of those I thought thy re- 
'lations, this would have been a 
principal inducement, that I could 
then have brought thee^ what was 
mi^l wanted , au unsullied honour 



5 maToRv Of 



the congratalationB of a family to 
which thy life has been one con- 
tinued disgrace, with a conscious- 
nesB of deserving their gratnla- 
tions. But thinkest thou, that I 
will give a harlot niece to thy ho- 
nourable uncle, and to thy real 
aunts; and a cousin to thy cousina 
fromabrothel? For such, in my 
opinion, is this detested house! — 
Then, lifting up her clasped 
hands, "Great and good God of 
Heaven, said she, give me patience 
' aupportmyselfunderthe weight 



impenetrable byme, hast 
permitted!" 

Then, turning towards me, who 
knew neither what to say in her, 
nor for myself, I renounce thoe for 
ever, Lovelace! — Abhorred <i( 
my Boul! for ever 1 renounce Iheol 
— Seek thy fortunes wheresOflVW 
thouwilt! — Only now, that thiJii 
hast already ruined me 

Eutned you, madam — the 
world need not — I knew not wlat 

Ruined me in my nwn eyes; snJ , 
that is the same to me, as if all 'tc 

■Id knew it — hinder n 
from goingwhither myroyBteriiM* 
destiny shall lead me. 

Why hesitate you, sir? Wb>t 
right have you to stop me, asyoa J 
latelydid; and tobringmeupbj 
force, my hands and arms bniiiw ' 
with your violence? What right l 
havoyou to detain me here? 

I am cat to the heart, madan 
with invectives so violent I m 
but too senaiblo of the wrong I 
havedoneyou, orlconldnotw 
your reproaches. The man wbo 
perpetrates a villainy, and resolw 
to go on with it, shews not the ■ 
compunction I shew. Yet, ifjOH I 
think yourself in mj power, 1 1 
would caution you, madam, not to 
make me desperate. For yon 
shallhe Diiue, or my life sbaUlM 
the forfeit I Nor la life worth 
having without you! 

Be f/uiic/ — I be Ihine'. — nfl 
the passionate beauty, O h« 
lovely in her violence! 

"" madam, be n ' ' 



oftboae afflictions, which UioMVtdty^CB.^, ^:i"a. sWll "oii TOvoai, _ M^ 
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wise and good endB, tViougb a 



nyidnuriiUou of you is increased 
^ wliat hHs pfissed: and no it 
•li^- I amwilliag, madam, to 
Itort joar returning favour; but 
iMme tell you, were the bouse 
betet bj a tnousaud aimed men, 
nutred to takejon from me, they 
iliaald not effect their purpose, 
Me 1 had life. 

1 never, never will be yours. 
Hid she, clasping her hands to- 
|Bther, aud lifting up her eyes ! — 
Inever will be yours ! 

We may yet see many happy 
yesre, madam, All your frieuds 
■Bay be reconciled to you. The 
truty for that purpose is in 
gnster fortrardness than you 
UBuine. You know beller tbtiu to 
think the worse of yourself for 
flaffering what you cnul'l noi htl/i. 
fitjain but the terina I can make 
Iq^ peace with you upon, and i 
*11 mstantly comply. 

Sever, never, repeated she, will 
Ibeyoois! 

Omy forgive me, my dearest 
lift, tbis onetime! — Avirtueso 
invincible! what further view can 
Ibave against you? — Have 1 at- 
^pted any further outrage? — 
Ifyeu will be mine, your injuries 
will be injuries done to myself. 
Tou have too well guessed at the 
Donatural arts that have been' 
need. —- But can a greater testi* 
mony be given of your virtue? — 
And now I have only to hope, that 
■Itbougb I cannot inake^oucum- 
pjrieamends, yet you will permit 
me to make vou all the amends 
that can possibly be made. 

Hear me out, I beseech you, 
•madam; for sJie waa going to' 



speak with an aspect unpacificdly 
angry ; the God , whom you serve, 
requires but repentance and 
amendment. Inutate Mm, my 
dearest love, and bless me witn 
the means of reforming a coarse 
of life, that begins to be natefol to 
me. That was once your favourite 
point. Kesumeit. dearest creature: 
in charity to a aonl, as well as 
body, which once, as I flattered 
myself, was iiiinr tliaiv indifferent 
to you , resume it. And let to- 

espousals. 

/ cannot judge thee, said she; 
bat the God to whom thou so 
boldly referrest, can; iind assure 
thyself U will. But, if com- 
punction lias reall/j taken hold of 
thee; if indeed tbou art touched 
for thy ungrateful baseness , and 
meanest auy thing by pleading 
the holy example thou recom- 
mendest to my imitatioa^ in this 
thy pretended repentant moment, 
let me sift thee thoroughly; and 
by thy answer 1 shall judge of the 
sincerity of thy pretended decla- 

Tellmetben, is there any reality 
in the treaty thou hast pretended 
to be on foot between my uncle 
aud Captain Tomlinson , and thy- 
self? — Say, and hesitate not, is 
there any truth in that story? — 
But, remember, if there be not, 
and thou avowest that there m, 
what further condemnation at- 
tends thy averment, if it bo as so- 
lemn as I require it to be! 

This was a cursed thrust I What 
could I saj! — Surely t^via o 
ctless lady \a roaoVi ai \^ * -'^ 



thought I, and yet accuses me of sliould suspect them! 
a, design against her soul! — But knowing your strajige opi 
waslnot omiged to proceed asl'*'"" —^"^ - — ' «— .^ 
had begun? 

In afiort, I solemnly averred, 
that there was! — How one crime, 



piiM 



I added, that the captai . 
been in town, and would have 



them, what can I say ti 
lieved? 

And is ihh the answer thon i 
tumesttne? Dost thou /Aus bts 
my question? But let me kno 
for 1 am trying thy sineeri^ no 
and shall judge of thy new pi 
fessions by thy answer to tl 
(jitestion; letmeknow, Irepei 
whether those women be reai 
lady Betty Lawrence and tl 



^ 



■waited on her, had she not been 
iudisposed: that he weat down 
much afflicted, as well on her ac- 
count, as on that of her Qncle;'coasLn Montague? 
though 1 had not acquainted htcn | Let me, my dearest loi ?, be e 
either with the nature of her dis- ; ahled to-morrow to call you Ui 
order, ortbeever-to-be-reCTetted.fuliy mine, and we will set out tl 
occasion of it; having told him,; next day, if you please, for Bml 
that it was a violent fever: tbaths'shire, tomyLordM.'s, where the 
had twice since, by her uncle's de- i both are at this time; and yi 
aire, sent up to enquire after her.Bhail convince yourself by joi 
health : ana that I had already : own eyes, and by your own em 
dispatched a man and horse with which you will believe soonertbi 
a letter , to acquaint him (and her all I can say or swear, 
uncle through him) with her re- Now, Belford, I had reallyson 
covery: making it my earnest re- apprehension of treachery fro' 
quest, that he would renew bis ap- thee; which made me somiseiabi 
plication to her uncle for the evade; for else, IcouldassaKi 
favour of his presence at the pri- have sworn to the truth of thie, i 
vate celebration of our nuptials; to that of the former: but *1 
and that I expected an auawer, if pressing me still for a categoric 
not this night, as to-morrow. answer, I veutured plump; ar 

Letmeaak thee next, said she swore to it [Inuers' imtiia, jacl 
(thouknowest the opinion I have tliat they were really and bra 
of the women thou broughtest to Lady Betty Lawrence andmyco 
meat Hampstead; and who have sin Montague, 
seduuedme hitherto myruin; let She lifted up her hands ai 
me ask thee) if, really and trul^, eyes — what con I think! — Wli 
they were Lady Betty Lawrence can I think ! — 
and thy cousin Montague? — Youl7fint meadevil, madasi 
What aayest thou — hesitate not very devil ! or you could not, sf 
— what sayest thou to this ques- you have put these questit " 
tioa ? me , aftWQ \n dawfet. the tra thi 

ABtouiabiitg, my dear , thai ■^uaV'NCTa wi s.oX'Sissi.i v 
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1 do tbiak thee bo , Imve 

to? la there anotber man' 

d (/hope, forthesakei 

^ftture, there is not) who 

B.bj any poor frieiidleaa 

^ thou haat acted by nii'. 

ObaBtmurfefriendlest 

{^before I knew thee, had 

d every one who ki 

1, madam , heft-re, that 
y and my cousin were 
'6, in order to take 
., before they set out 
re: but the effects of 
KOBerateful criniB (euch, with 
'-- - ' - norse,Iownittobe) 
EratbereasoDyou could not see 
cm. Nor could I be desirous 
Hi tbey should see you: since 
i(y nerer would have forgiven 
t, had they known what had 
Med — and what reason had 1 
leinectyour silence on the sub- 
let, nad ^ou been recovered? 
It Bigm£eB nothing now, that 
Iscanae of their appearance has 
No answered lu my ruin , whn or 
tiat they are: but if thou hast 
iWerred thus aolemnSy to two falae- 
[iwds, what a wretch do I see ba- 
F6remel 

1 Ithoughtshehadnowreaaonto 
ttwutisfied; and I begged her to 
nOow me to talk to her of to-mor- 
fiew, as of the happiest day of my 
mh. We have the licence, madam 
^andyouTnii.Tf excuse me, thati 
BBouotletyougo hence till I have 
(riederery wayIc(intry,toobtiun 
foai forgiTeness. 

! And am I then [with a kind of 
tantic wildneaa] to he detnine-" ■ 
iriBonerin this horrid liouse: 



inhappy body: 
, that some of 
stir to protect 
ve heaven and 



^Uiji.m ' /g 



I, sir? — Take eare! Take caret 
holding up her hand, menacing, 
howyoumakeme deaperatel If I 
fall , though by ray own hand , in- 
quisition will be made for my 
blood: and be not out in thy plot, 
Lovelace, if it ahonid be ao — 
make mn-e work, 1 charge thee: 
dig a hole deep en " ' 
and conceal this 
for depend upon i 
those who will no 
me living, will m 
earth to avenge m 

A horrid dear crcaturel — By 
my soul, she made me shudder! 
She had need indeed to talk of 'ler 
uuhappineas in falling into the 
handaoftheoulyiNanintheworid, 
who could have used her.aslhave 
iised her — she is the only wmian 
the world, who coujd have 
shocked and disturbed me, aaaho 
has done. — So we are upon afoot 

f/iQf respect. Andlthinklhave 

e uiiifii of it bymuch: since very 
little has been my joy; very much 
my trouble; and her punishment, 

she calls it, is ncer: but when 

iHEwill, orwhat it wiiF/ ie, who 

n tell? 

Here , only recapitulating, 
(think, then, how I must he 
affected at the time) 1 was forced 
to leave oft', and sing a aong to 
myself. I aimed at a lively air; 
hut I croaked rather than sung. 
And fell into the old dismal 
thirtieth of January strain: 
hemmed up foraBprightliernote: 
butit woufdnot do; and at 1 oat I 
ended, like a malefactor, in a dead 
pa aim melody. 

lleigh-hol —I gA^ftWkft OTi"Qn.- 
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fledged kite in its netit, wanting to 
swallon a. chicken , bobbed at ita 
mouth by ita marauding dam ! — 

What a devil aila me ! — 1 can 
neither think nor write ! — 

Lie down, pen, for a moment! 



man ten limes more poms to he 
willed, llam tl leould cnxl him lo be 
goad. What a confounded number 
of contrivances hare I had re- 
course to, in order to carry my 
point with this charming creature i 
and, after all , how have I puzzled 
myaeif by it; and yot am near 
tumbling into the pit wliich it was 
the end of all my plota to ahun! 
What a happy man had I been 
with such an excellence , could 1 
have brought my mind to marry 
when. I first prevailed upon her to 
quit her father's house: but then, 
tu I have often reflected , how had 
I known, that a but bloasoming 
beauty, who could carry on a pri- 
vate correspondence, and run 
such risks with a notorious wild 
fellow, was not prompted by in- 
clination, which one day might 
give such a free-liver aainyeeli7as 
much pain to reflect upon, as, at 
the time, it gave me pleasure? 
Thou remembereat the Host's 
Tale in Ariosfo. And thij ex- 

tondBb out twenty Fiamella's in 
proof of the imbecility of the sex. 
Bat to proceed with my nai- 
rati've. 



The dear creature resumed the 
topic her heart was so firmly fixed 
upon; Bud insisted upon quitting 
the mli'iii^i k'nise, and that in very 
high terms. 

I urged her to meet me the next 
day at the altar in either of the 
two churches mentioned in the 
licence. And I besought ber, 
whatever were her resolution, to 



If, she said, I would have her 
give what I desired the least mo- 
ment's consideration, I must not 
hinder her from being her own 
mistress. To what purpose did 1 
ask her cnannl , if she had not a 
power over either her own person 
or actions? 

Willjou give me your honour, 
madam, if I consent to your quit- 
ting a house so disagreeable to 

My honour, sir! said the de&r 
creature — alas ! — and tamed 
weeping from me with inimitable 
grace^asif shehadsaid — Alaal 
vou have robbed me of my 

I hoped then, that her angry 

passions were aubaiditig; but I was 

mistaken: for, urging her warmly 

fortheday; and Hiat for the sake 

of our mutual honour, and the 

honour of both our families; in 

this high-flown and high-souled 

rain sne answered me: 

And canst thou, Lovelace, be so 

eon — as to wish to make a wife 

of the creature thou hast insulted, 

dishonoured , and abused , as thou 

.haat me? Was it uecessair to 

Wiwrioiftiaitt io's-Q.vaftwWn level 
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a father, who iraa a oian of 
hoDOiii: amother, who deserved a 
better son. Thou bant an uncle, 
who IB no dishonour to the peerage 
of a kingdom, whose peers are 
more respectable than thenobilitj 
of nay other country. Thou liaat 
other relations also, who may be 
IhH boast, though tfaou canet not 
be llieii'K — and canst thoa not 
imaziue, that thou heareat them 
calliugupon thee; the dead from 
thejrmonuments; the livingfrooi 
their laudable pride; not to dis- 
honour thy ancient and splendid 
house, by entering into wedlock 
with a creature whom thou hast 
levelled with the dirt of the street, 
and classed with the vilest of her 
ses? 

I extolled her greatness of soul, 
aud her virtue. 1 eseerated my- 
self for my guilt r and told her, 
how gratefiil to the monea of my 
ancestors, as well as to the wishes 
of the living, the honour I auppli 
eated for would be. 

But still she insisted upon being 
a free agent; of seeing herself iu 
Other lodgings before she would 
fflve what I urged the leant con- 
sideration. Nor would she promise 
me favour even then, or to per* 
mit my visits. Uow then, as I 
askedher, couldleomply, with- 
out resolving tc lose her for ever? 

She put her hand to her fore- 
head often as she talked; and at 
last, pleading disorder 
head, retired; neither of 
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fied iFJth the other. Bat eke tes'iO VilcBtoSis: 



times more dissatisfied with me, 
than I with her. 

Dorcas seems to be coming into 
favour with her — 

What uow I — What Di 

Monds; nlgtat. 
How determined is this lady ! — 
Agaiuhad she like to have escaped 
usl ^ What a fixed reaentmentl 
^ She only, I find, assttmed a 
little calm , in order to r[uiet 
suspicion. She was got down, and 
actually had unbolted the street- 
door, before I could get to her; 
alarmed as I was by Mrs. Sinclair's 
cookmaid, who was the only one 
that saw her fly through the pas- 
sage ^yetlightniiigwasnot quicker 

Again I brought her back to 
tbediniag-room, with infinite re- 
luctance on her part. And before 
her face, ordered a servant to ba 
placed constantly at the bottom 
of the stairs for the future. 

She seemed even choked wiQi, 
grief and disappointment. 

Dorcas was exceedingly asaidn- 
ous about her; and confidently 
gave it as her own opinion, tiiat 
her dear lady should be permitted 
to go to another lodging, since 
this was so disagreeaole to her: 
were she to be killed for saying 
so, she would say it. And was 
7'j(ii? Dorcas for this afterwards. 

fiut for some time the dear 
creature was all passion 

I see, I see, said she, when I 
bad brought herup, whati 
psiipct fv 
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THE HISTOnr OP 



Have I oSered to ymi j my be- 
loved creature J any tbmg tbat 
can justify this impatience after a. 
more hopeful calm? 

She wmne her hands. She 
ordered herlieaddress. She tore 
her ruffles, Slie was in a perfect 
phrensy. 

Idreadedherretumingmalady: 
hut entreaty rather eiasperating, 
I affected an angry air. — I bid 
her expect the wurat she had to 
fear — and was menacing on, in 
hopes to intimidate her, when, 
dropping down at my feet, 

'Twilloe a mercy, aaid she, the 
highest act of mercy you can do. 
to fill me outright upon this spot 
— this happy spot, as I will, in 
my last moments, call it! — Then 
baring, with a still more frantic 
Tiolence, part of her enchanting 
neck ^ Here, here , said the soni- 
harrowing beauty, let thy pointed 
mercy enter 1 And I will thank 
thee, and forgive thee for all the 
dreadful pastl — With my latest 
gasp I will forgive and thank 
^ee!— Or help MS 
and I will myself put out of thy 
way so miserable a wretch! And 
bless thee for those means 1 

Why all this extravagant pns- 
sion? Why all these exclama- 
tions? Have I offered any new in- 
jury to you, my dearest life? 
Whatapnrensy is this! Ami not 
ready to make yon all the repara- 
tion that I can make you? Had 1 
not reason to hope — 

No, no, no, no — half a dozen 
times, as fast as she could speak. 
■if ad I not reason to hope, that\ 
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means of makiug me happy, 
yourself not miserable , ra 
than upon a flight so causelesi 
and so precipitate? — 

No, no, no, no, ashefore^ shaking 
her head with wild impatience , as 
resolved not to attend to what I 

My resolutions are so honour- 
able, if you will permit them to 
takeeffcct, that 1 need not be so- 
lieitous whither you go, if you 
will but permit my viaita , and 
receive my vows. — And God is 
my witness, that I bring you not 
back from the doorwith any view 
to your dishonour, but the con- 
' and this moment I will 
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to all your doubts and ft 

thia, and say a thousand 
times more, and bind every word 
with ft solemn appeal to that God 
whom thou art accustomed to in- 
truth of the vilest 
falsehoods, and all will still he 
short of what thou hast vowed 
and promised to me. And were 
■ my heart to abhor thee, and 
ise against thee, for thy per- 
'cs,a8it diies,Iwould not, I tell 
thee once more , I would not bind 
my aoul in covenant with such a 
an, for a thousand worlds! 
Compose yourself, however, 
madam; for ymir uwn take , com- 
pose yourself. Permit me to raise 
you up; aMo)Tt:ii aal am of your 

Nay, if J must not touch you; 
forshewildlyslapt my hands; but 
with such a sweet passionate air, 
,u\ct bosom hdaving and throbbing 



'oa were mei/ifnljng upmi l\io\i« B\\c\<M)V.c6,\\i^\a"m;,'ia'»A. it 
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though I was moat einoerely en- 
raged, I could with transport 
have pressed her to mine. 

If I must not touch yoa, I will 
not. ~ Bnt depend upon it, [and 
1 aasumed the atemest air I could 
aasume, to try what that would 

}J depend upon it, madam, that 

iia ia not the way to avoid the 
erils you dread. Let me do what 
I will, I cannot be used worse — 
Dorcas, begonel 

She arose , Dorcaa heing ahout 
to withdraw; and wildly caught 
hold of her arm: Dorcas! If 
tiiou art of mine own sex, leave 
me not, 1 charge thee! — Then 
quitting Dorcas, down she threw 
herself upon her knees, in the 
furthermost comer of the room, 
clasping a chair with her face laid 
upon the bottom of it I — where 
can I be safe? — Where, where 
can I be safe, from this man of 
Tiolenco? — 

This gare Dorcas an opportu- 
nity to confirm herself in her lady's 
confidence; the wench threw her- 
self at my feet, while t seemed in 
violent wrath ; and embracing my 
knees. Kill me, sir, kill me, sir 
if you please!— I must throw my- 
aelf in your way, to save ray lady. 
Ibegyour pardon, sir — but you 
must be set on! — God forgive 
the mischief-makers I — But your 
ownheart, if left to itself, would 



beseech you! — bustling on her 
Icuees about me, as if I were in- 
tending to approach her lady, hud 
I not been restrained by her. 
Tbig, hnmoureii bymc, Begone, 



devil! — Officious devil begone! 

— startled the dear creature: who 
snatching up hastily her head from 
the chair, and as hastily popping 
it down again in terror, hit her 
nose , I suppose against the edge 
of the chair; and it gushed out 
with blood, running in a stream 
down her bosom; she herself too 
much affrighted to heed it ! 

Never was mortal man in such 
terror and agitations as I; for I 
instantly concluded, that she had 
stabbed herself with some con- 
cealed instrument 

I ran to her in a wild agony — 
for Dorcas was frighted out of all 
her mock interposition — 

What have you done! — Owhat 
have you done ! — Look up to me, 
my dearest life! Sweet injured 
innocence, lookaptome! What 
have you done I — Long will I not 
survive you! — And 1 was upon 
the point of drawing my sword to 
dispatch myself, whenldiscovered 

— [what au uuinaidy blockhead 
does this charming creature make 
me at her pleasure!) that all I 
apprehended was but a bloody 
nose, which, as far as I know, (for 
it could not bestoppedinaquarter 
of an hour) may have saved hac I 
head and her intellects, t M 

But 1 see by this scene, that tbam 

sweet creature is but a prettjtX 

coward at bottom; and thatlcai(1 

terrify her out of her vlrulenoafl 

against me, whenever I e 

eraness and anger. Butth 

qualifier to the advantage thiaa 

ves me over her, I find myself to*! 

: a coward too , wlut^b L b%d. ^)^A^| 

before HOapettei, m\'^ 



capable of being ao eftsily terrified 
by the appreheiisions of her offer- 
ing violence to herself. 
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But with all this dearcreatare' 
reBentment agaiiiBt me, I cannot, 
for my heart, think bat she will 

Setallover, and consent to enter 
le pale with me. Were she 
to die to-'morrow, and to know she 
ahoiild, would not a woman of her 
eense, of her punctilio, andiiiher 
aitnation, and of soproudafamily, 
rather die married, than other- 
wise? — No doubt but abe would ; 
althongb she were to hate the man 
ever so heartily. If so, there is 
now but one man in the world 
whom she can have — and that 

Now I talk [familial ^ __ 

bot talking, Jack] thua glibly of 
entering the pale, thou wilt be 
ready toquestionme, Iknow, as 
to my intentions on this head. 

As much of my heart, as I know 
of it myself, will I tell thee, — 
When I am/romher, Icannot still 
help hesitating about marriage; 
ana I even frequently reaolve 
against it, and determine to preaa 
my favourite scheme for cohabi- 
tation. But when I am mith her, 
lam ready to say, to swear, and to 
do , whatever I think will be most 
acceptable to her; and were a 
parson at hand , I should plonge 
at once, no doubt of it, into the 

/ have a-equently thouglit, v. 



many giddy fellows (there BliU 
giddy fellows, as welt as gid^H 
girls. Jack ; and perhaps Ihoge are 
as often drawn in, as these] that 



aary to me irrevocable solemnity: 
and that there is generally time 
for a man to recolTect himself in 
the space between thebeated over- 
night, and the cooler nest morning ; 
or 1 know not who Could escape 
the aweet gipsiea, whose fas(»na- 
ting powers are ao much aided by 
: our owu raised imaginations. 

A wife al ani/ time, I used to aay. 
I had ever confidence and vanity 
enough to think that no woman 
breathing could deny her band, 
when I held out mine. I am 
confoundedly mortified to find, 
that this lady is able to hold me at 
bay, and to refuse all my honest 

What force [allow me a serious 
reflection, Jack; it toill be put 
down! What force) have evil 
habits upon the human mind! 
When we enter upon a devious 
courae, we think we shall have it 
in our power when wewillto return 
to the right path. But it is not bo, 
1 plainly see : for , who can ac- 
knowledge with more justice this 
dear creature's mpritfl, and hisowii 
errora, thanl'i' Whose regret, at 
times, can be deeper than mine, 
for the injuries 1 have done herL' 

— Whose resolutions to repair 
those injuries stronger? — Yet 
how transitory is my penitence! 

— How am 1 hurried away — canst 
thou tell brf what! — devil of 

^ _, p„., ._,yo\«.\i, anddevilof intrigue, how 

•ixiaf man cases , that it is happy fot\io3owiitiB\c^4'nw\ — ftw«(Aj«i 



deepest rem orse, what we begin in 



matrimony — for I despttir (if 
carrying with ber my favourite 

The lady tella Dorcas, that her 
heart is brokeu; and that ahe shall 
live but a little while. I think 
nothing of that, if we marry. In 
the first place, she knows no twh.it 
a mind unappreheuaire will do for 
her, in a state to which alt the 



sacred conclave been thus deceived 
in their choice of a. pope; not 
considering, that the new dignity 
is of itself sufficient to give new 
lifel A fetr months heart's ease 
will give my charmer a. qaite 
different notion of things: and 1 
dare say, as I have heretofore 
said^, once married, and I am 
married for life. 

Iwillallow, that her pride, in 
one sense, has suffered abasement: 
bnt her triumph is the greater in 
every other. Andwhilelcantbink 
that all her trials are but additions 
to her honour, and that I have laid 
thefoundationsof her glory inmy 
own shame, can 1 be called cruel, 
if I am mil affected with her grief 
as some men would be '? 

And for what should her heart 
bebrokoD? Her will is un violated; 
at j^resenl, however, her will ia 
uaviolated. The destroying of 
goodhabits, and the introducing 
of bad, to the corrupting of the 
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whole heart, ialheviolation. That 
her will is not to be corrupted, that 
her mind is not to be debased, 
she has hitherto unquestionably 
proved. And if she give cause for 
further trials, and hold fast her 
integrity; what irfeas will she have 
to dwell upon, that will be able t« 
corrupther morals 7 WhAtvesligia, 
nhat remembrances, but such as 
will inspire abhorrence of the at*' 
tempter V 

What nonsense then to suppose, 
that such a, mere nnlional viulalina 
OS she has suffered, should be ablO 
to cut asunder the strings of life? 

Her rebgion, married, or not. 
married, will set her abovemalting 
such a trifling accident, such aa 
im'iilwi'arij suffering, fatal to her, ^ 

Such conai derations as these, 
thoyara, that support me against 
all apprehension of bugbear con- 
sequences ; and I would nave them 
have weight with thee; who art 
such a doughty advocate for her. 
Andyetlallow thee Ibis; that ahe 
reallymakes too much of it: takes 
it too much to heart. To be sure 
ahe ought to have forgot it by this 
time, except the charming, charm- 
ing consequence happen, that atUl 
I am in hopes will happen, were I 
to proceed no further. And, if she 
apprehend this herself, then has 
trie dear over -nice soul some reason 
for taking it BO much to heart: and 
vet would not, I think, refuse to , 

UJaekl bad I an imperial dia- .] 
dem, I swear to thee,' that I would | 

five it up, even to my enemy, to ' 
ave one charming ooy b^ thiK 1 



and no s^ch effect follow, m; 
revenge on herfunil;', and, insuvh 
a, case, on herself, would be in- 
complete, and I Bbould reproach 
myself as long an I lived. 

Weve 1 to be sure, that this 
foundation is laid [and wh; ma; 1 
not hope itis?] letiouldnotdoubt 
to have her still [should she 
withatand her day of grace) on my 



should I, 
queatiou that 
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but follow hei clue, No foi__ 
couatmction of her actions do 
make on this occasion, in order to 
justilj^ a bad canae or a worse 
intention. A sliglit pretence in- 
deed, served the wofr, when he 
had a mind to quarrel with the 
lamb ; but this is not now my case. 
For here [wouldst thou have 
thought it?] takings advantage of 
Dorcas's compassionate temper, 
and of some warm expreasions, 
which Uie tender-liearted weuch 
let fail againat the cruelty ofmen; 
and wishing to have it in her power 
to serve her; haaafae given her the 
following note, signed by her 



affection in lier, which 
seldom fails to have for the father 
of her first child, whether bom in 
wedlock, or out of it. 

Andpr'ythee, Jack, see in this 
my ardent bope, a distinction iniraaidenuameiforsb'ehas tliought 



my favour from other rakes; who, 
almost to a man, follow their in- 
clinations without troubling them- 
selves about cousequeucea. In 
imitation, as one would thiuk, of 
the strutting villain of a bird, which 
from feathered lady to feathered 
lady pursues his imperial plea- 
sures, leaving it to his sleek 
paramours to hatch the genial 
product in holes and comers of 
their own finding out. 






1th 



Well, Jack, now are we upon 
another foot together. This dear 
creature will not let me be goad. 
She is now authorizing all my 
plots by her own examsle. 

Thou must 
highest degree 
meat me lor n 
themes, eiace 



fit, in positive and plain words, to 
own to the pitying Uoicas, 
she is not married. 
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UoDda^.Jaae 19 . . . 

utiderwi-illfn do h, 

thai, on my eovtiiig 

I of my own etiale, Iviitt 

provide fur Doreat ilttrlindale in a 

genlleiEoman-b'ke mannar, in »;/ 

ownliOuiB.- or,ifldonot toonobtam 

that potseition, ortbouldfirit die, 

I do hereby bind myself, my ex9~ 

cutori and adiainislraion lo pay to 

lier, or Abt order, during tlie term 

of her natural life, tlie suin qfjive 

paumls on each of the four tuual 

quarlerlij dayw in the year, that ti 

to say tiDenly poimdt by the year; 

on condilioH that she fait/fully 

aaitt me in my eicape frutn an 

I illegal coTifinement , under vtliiekt 

parti;^! in the now labonr. The firtt quarteri^. 

now thou hla,-' payment to conivienee andbepaf^ 

ig my former able at the end if three mvnf/iijSt 

it case 1 abaW medinlclij IoWumjIus v*i» rfay u/rS 



2331 



rfo/iuerance. And I do also promise 
to give tier , lu a teitimony qf mij 
Aonour m the reit, a diamond ring 
WkloA Ihav» thevied her. WHness 
Mqf hand (hi* nineteenth day oj 
JUtte, in the year above iBrittea. 
ULAHiaflA Hablowk. 

Now, Jack, wbfttterma wouliist 
thou have me to keep with such a 
BweetoorruptressV Seeatthounot 
how ahe hates me? Seeatthouuot, 
that aheiBreBolvediiever to forgive I 
me? Seest thou not, however,, 
that she maat disgrace herself iii 
the eye of the world if ahe actually 
ihoutd eaoapeV That she must 
be subjected to iufiuite distress 
and hazard 1 For whom has she 
i^ceiTe aud protect Ler? Yet 
to determine to risk all theae evils ! 
And furthermore to stoop to arti- 
fice, to be guilty of the reigning 
rice of the tunes , of bribery aud 
corruption! O Jack, Jackl .ray 
not, lorife not, another word in her 
&VDurl I 

Thou hast blamed tne for bring- 
ing her to this house; but bad I 
carried her t.o any other in Eng- 1 
land, where there wouldhavebeen 

\«e oi compassiou or coriu/id'o'i, | 
what muat have beeu the cou- . 
squence? 

But BeMt thou not, however,' 
that in thia flimay contrivance, the 
dear implacable , like a drowning 
man, catches at a. straw to save 
herself I A straw shall she find to , 
'le the refuge ahe baa resorted to, I 



Dorcaa tells me , in order to avoid 4 
seeing me — and yet the dear soul 
may be ao in her mind, But is not 
that equivocation? Some one 

Eassion, predomiuating in every 
uman breaet, breaks through 
principle, andcontrols us all. Mine 
IS love aud rectngs taking turns. 
Uera is lialretl — but this la my 
consoiation, that hatred appeased 
is love begun; or l"fe reneinedy I 
may rather say, if love ' ' 

fooling here I 

But refleclifinlnij apart, thou 
seest, Jack, that her plot is be- 
ginniug to work. To-morrow it ib 

I have been abroad, to set on 
foot a plot of circumveatioiL All 
fair, now, Belford! 

I insisted upon visiting mj ii 
dispoaed fair oue. Dorcas made 
ofGciouaeicusesforher. I cursed 
the wench in her hearing for her 
impertinence: and atamped, and 
made a clutter; which waa im- 
proved into an apprebe:ision to the 
lady that I wouItJ have flung her 
faithful confidante ftom the top of 
' to the bottom. 

violent wretchl — But, 
Dorcaa , ['leaf Dorcaa , now it is] 
tbou shalt have a frieud in me to 
the last day of my life. 

And what now, Jack, doat think 
the name of her gnnd anijei ia I — 
Why Dorcas Mm tm'lale^^chxMasi. 
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her to her bj the most solemn 
obligatioii9, beMdes the tie of 
intereat. 

Whither, madam, do you deaiari 
to go whea you get ont of this 

I will throw myself ioto the first 
open house 1 can find; and beg 
protection till I can get a coach or 
a lodging ui some fa Quest, family. 

What will you. do for ulotnea, 
madam? I doubt you'll not be 
able to take any away with you, 
but what you'll have on. 

0, no matter for clothes, if I can 
but get out of this house. 

What will you do for money, 
madam? 1 have heard hishoneur 
eipresahta concern, that he could 
not prevail upon you to be obliged 
to him, though he apprehended 
that you must he short of money. 
0, I have rings and other va- 
luables. Indeed I have but four 
guineas, and twoof tbemlfoimd 
lately wrapt up in a bit of laee, 
designedfor acharitableuse: but 
now, alas! charity begins athomel 
— But 1 have one dear friend left, 
if she be living, as I hope in God 
she is! to whom I can be obliged 
if 1 want. 0, Dorcas! I must ere 
nowhaveheard from her, iflhad 
had fair play. 
Well, madam, your3 is a hard 
I lot. I pity you at my heart! 
I Thank you, Dorcasl — I am 

I unhappy, that 1 did not think 
I befnre, that I might have confided 



in tb^pity, 
Ipitieayuii, niimaiii, oiutu Jimi.iiui.. — 

often; but jou were always, aal\ ^m 



fhy 
yon, madam, often aiiA'i 



married; andl thought his honour 
was nnklndiv used by you. So 
that I thought it my duty to wish 
well to his honour, rather tlian to 
what I thought to be your hu- 
mours, madam. Would to heaven, 
that I had known before that you 
were not married! — Such a lady 1 
Such a fortune! to be ho sadly 
betrayed! — 

Ah, Dorcaal I was basely 
drawn in ! My youth — my igno- 
rance of the world — and I have 



Lord, mndara, what deceitful 
creatures are these men I — Neither 
oaths, nor vows — I am sure — I 
am sure ! [and then with her apron 
she gave her eyes half a dozen 
hearty rubs] I may curse the time 
that! caraeinto this house! 

HerewasBccountiDgforfaerbold 
CTes! and was it not better for 
Dorcas to give up a house which 
her lady could not think worse of 
than she did , in order to gain the 
reputation of sincerity, than by 
offering to vindicate it, to make 
her proffered Berviees suspected. 

Poor Dorcas ! — Bless me ! how 
little do we, who have lived all 
our time in the countiy, know of 
this wicked town! 

HadlfeenaWe loicrSle, cried the 
veteran wench, I should certainly 
have given some other near re- 
lations I have in Wales, a little 
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ftppreltenBioDB of women on Huch 
rabjects are ever aforchtiiid with 
■peech. 

And then, eobbing ou, she lifted 
her apron to her face again. She 
dhewed me how. 

Poor Dorcas I — Again wiping 
her otm charming eyes. 

All lore, nil compassion, is this 
ie»x creature to every Due in 
affliction, but me. 

And would not an aunt protect 
her kinswoman? — abominable 
wretch! 
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say, mj aunt was privy to it. She 
gave me good advice. She knew 
not for a great while that I was — 
that I was — that I waa ^ ugh! 
ugji! — ugh! — 

No more, no more, good Dorcas 
— What a world do we live iu 1 — 
What a house am I in! — But 
come, don't weep: (though she 
faeraelf conid not forbear) my being 
betrayed into it, though to my own 



I tliank you, my good lady, 
blubbering. I am sorry, very 
HOrry, you have had bo hard a lot. 
Bat it may be the saving of my 
soul, if lean get to your ladyship s 
bouse. Had 1 but known that 
your ladyship waa not married, 1 
would have eat my owa flesh, 
before, before, before — 

Dorcas sobbed and wept. The 
lady sighed and wept also. 

But now, Jack, for a 
reflection upon the premiai 

HowwiU the good folks account 
Eor it, that Satan has such faithful 
aatrataeotB, anii t/iat tliebondof i 
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wickedness is a stronger bond than 
the ties of virtue; aaifitwe """" 
nature of the human mind 
villainous? For here, had DorCas.' 
been^oiifj and been tempted aash*. 
was tempted to any thing evil , '' 
make no doubt but shewouldhai 
yielded to the temptation. 

And cannot our fraternity in an 
hundred instances give proof of 
the like predominance of vice over 
virtue? And tliat we have risked 
more to serve and promote the iu- 
teresta of the former, than ever a 
good man did to serve a good man 
or a good canseV For have we not 
been prodigal of life and fortune? 
Have we not defied the civil ma- 
gistrate upon occasion? And have 
we not attempted rescues, and 
dared all thin^, only to extricate 
a pounded proBigate? 
, Whence, Jack, can this be? 
I 0! 1 have it, 1 believe. The 
vicious are as bad astheycanbe; 
and do the devil's work withont 
looking after; while he ia con- 
'tinually spreading snares for the 
others^ and, like a skilful aneler, 
suiting his baits to tlie fish he 
angles for. 

Nor let even hones! people, so 
calteil, blame poorDoreas for her 
fidelity in a bad cause. For does 
not the general, who implicitly 
serves an ambitious priace in his 
unjust designs upon his neigh- 
bours, or upon bis own oppressed 
subjects; and even the laiBi/er, 
who, for the sake of a paltry fee 
undertakes to whiten a black 
cause, and to defend it against 
he knows to 'oft optii , &.« ■&« 
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are thej not both every whit as 
culpable? Yet the one shall be 
dabbed a hero, the otber called &a 
admirable fellow, and be contend- 
ed for by every client^ and bia 
double - tongued abililiea shall 
carry him through all the high 
prefermenta of the law with repu- 
tation and applause. 

Well, but what shall he done, 
since the lady is so much deter- 
mined on removing! —Js there uo 
way to oblige her, and yet to 
make the very act subservient tti 
my own views? I fancy such away 
may be found out. 

1 will study for it — 

Suppose 1 suffer her to make an 
escape? Her heart is in it. If she 
effect it, the triumph she will have 
over me upon it will be a counter- 
balance for all she has suffered. 

I will oblige her if lean. 

XLVl- 



i 



TiaKD with a succession of fati- 
guing days and sleepless nights, 
and with contemplating the pre- 
carious situation I stand in with 
my beloved , I fell into a profouud 
reverie; which brought on sleep; 
and that produced a dream; 
a fortunate dream; which, as I 
imagine, will afford my working 
mind the mfiaua to effect the 
obliging double purpose my heart 
is now once more set upon. 

What, as I have often coutem- 

plated, is the enjoyment of the 

floest woman in the world, to the 

contrivance, the bustle, t\ie 6\kv- 

priees, and at lust the liaippy con- 



clusion of a well-laid plot! — The 
charming. I'ouiid-aft'ju/K, to come 
ibeneareslwayhome; — thedoubts, 
the apprBhensions; the heart- 
achings; the meditated triumphs 
— these are the joys that make 
the blessing dear— for all the rest, 
what is it — What but to find an 
angel in imagination dwindled 
down to a woman in fact?— But 
to my dream — — 

Methought it was about nine on 
Wednesday moniing, that a cha- 
riot with a dowager's arms upon 
the doors, and in it a grave ma- 
tronly lady [not unlike mother U. 
in the face; but in her heart, 
how unlike!) stopped at a erocer'a 
shop, about ten doors on theolher 
side of the way, in order to bny 
some groceries; and methought 
Dorcas, having been out to Bee if 
the coast were clear for her lady's 
flight, and if a coach were to be 
got near the place, espied this 
chariot with the dowager's arms, 
and this matronly lady : and what, 
methought, did Dorcas, that subtle 
traitress, do, but whip up to the old 
matronly lady, and lifting up her 
voice, say, Good my lady, permit 
me oueword with your ladyship! 

What thou hast to say to me, 
say on, quoth the old lady; the 
grocer retiring, and standing 
aloof, to give Dorcas leave to 
speak ; who, methought, in words 
like these, accosted the lady : 

"You seem, madam, to be a 
very good lady; and here in lhi» 
neighbourhood, at a house of no 
high repute, is an innocent lad^of 
\TanV. &nd fortune, beautiful as a 
■ ,^H^ Tuoravo^, *.\A-itis&MiJ. as a 



iHwebad, and full aa eweet and ag^'s coat upon it; and wru 
lovelyi who has been tricked jreceived by the mati-only lady with 
•fitither by a wicked gentleman, open armH, and "Welcome, wel- 

Iractieed in the ways of the ! come, welcome, fair young Indy, 
iwn; and this very night will who ao well answer the deacrip- 
be mined if she get not outjtion of the faithful damsel. And 
lis hands. Now, O lady! if I will carry you instantly to mv 
^onwill extend your compassion- .houae, where you shall meet with 
" goodness to this fair young! all the good usage your heart can 
' .1 - . . - . - j^gjj jgj,^ jjjj yijy ggji apprise your 

rich and powerful friends of 
yonr past dangers , and present 
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lelieve alii say; and let her have 

L place in your chariot, and 

wmain in your protection for 

day only, till she can send a i 

nd horse to her rich andpowertiil 

nends ; you may save from n " 

&dy who has no equal for vi 

■b well as beauty." 

' Uethonght the old lady, moved 

Irith Dorcas's story, answered and 

laid, "Hasten, damsel, who in a 

bsppy moment art eome to put it in 

y power to serve the innocent and 

e virtuous, which it has always 

lenmy delight to do; hasten to 

hJB young lady, and bid her hie 

lithertome with all speed: and tell 

', that my chariot shall be her 

/inm; and if I find ail that thi 

teyest true, my house shall be her 

tonctuary, and J will protect her 

' om all her oppressors." 

Hereupon, methonght, thisti'ai- 

ess Dorcas hied hack to tholady, 

id made report of what she had 

„Jne. And, methonght, the lady 

bigbly approved of Dorcas's pro- 

Kedittg, and blessed her for her 

^d thought. 

Audi lifted up mine eyes, and 

lehold the ladv issued out of tlie 

se, Rnd without looking back, 

lo the ch.TTJOt with the dow- 



"Thankyou, thank you, thank 
you, thank yon, worthy, thrice 
worthy lady, who afford so kindly 
your protection to amost unhappy 
young creature, who has been 
basely seduced and betrayed, and 
brought to the very brink of de- 
struction." 

MethoughC then the matronly 
lady, who had, by the time the 
young lady eame to her, bougrht 
and paid for the goods ^e 
wanted, ordered her coachman to 
diive home with all speed; who 
stopped not till he had arrived in 
a certain street not far from Lin- 
coln's Inn Fields , where the 
latronly lady lived in a sumptu- 
as dwelhng, replete with damsels 
who wrought curiously in mnslins, 
cambrieks , and fine linen , and in 
every good work that indnstriona 
damsels iove to be employed 
about, except the loom, and the 
spinning-wheel. 

And melhoueht, all the way the 

young lady and the old Indy rode, 

"id after they came in, till dinner 

us ready, the yonng lady filled 

up the tirao witV tte, iStno^ mi- 
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feringH, the like of wliicb was 
never beard b; mortal ear; uud 
this in BO moving a manner, that 
the good old lady did nothing but 
weep, and aigh, and sob, and 
iuveigh against the arta of wicked 
, mec, and against thRt abominable 
Squire Lovelace , who was a pltii- 
ting villain, methought she said; 
and more than that, an unchained 
Beelzebub. 

Methonght 1 waa in a dreadful 
agony, when I found the lady bad 
escaped; and in my wratfi had 
like to have skin Dorcas , and our 
mother, and every one I met. But, 
by some quick transition, and 
strange metamorphosis, which 
dreams do not usually account for, 
methought, all of a sudden, this 
matronly lady was turned into the 
famous Mother H. herself; and, 
being an old aquaintance of 
Mother Sinclair, was prevailed 
upon to assistin my plot upon the 
young lady. 

Then, methought, followed a 
BtrangeBeene;formotherH. long- 
ing to hear more of the young 
lady's stoiy, and night being 
come, besought herto Bcceptofa 

Elace in her own hed , in order to 
ave all the talk to themaelvea. 
For methought, two young nieces 
of hers bad broken in npon them 
in the middle of the dismal tale. 
Accordingly, going early 
bed, and the sad story being 
sumed, nith as great cameatui 
on one side, as attention on the 
other, before the young lady had 
2Xine far in it, mother H. i 
/ooiig'bt was taken with, afitot 
eolici and ier forturea increaBingi 



obliged to rise to get a cordial 

used to find specific iti thia 

disorder, to which she was on- , 

happily subject. i 

Having thus riseu, and steptto ] 
her closet, methought she let&ll 
the wai taper in her return; and 
then [O metamorphosis still stran- 
ger than the former! What unac- 
countable things are dreams I] 
coming to bed again in tlie dark, 
the young lady, to her infinite 
astonishment, grief, and surprise, 
found mother H. turned into a 
young pei'EOn of the other sex; 
and although Lovelace was the 

Mrredofhersiiul, yet, fearing it 

a some niher peraou, it «M 
matter of some consolation to her, 
when she found it was no other 
than himself, and that she had 
been still the bedfellow of but ofitr 
and the same man. 

A strange promiscuous huddle 
of adventures followed, scenes 
perpetually shifting; now nothing 
heard Irom the lady, but sighs, 
groans, exclamations, faintings, 
dyings — &om the gentleman, but 
vows, promises, protestations, 
iliseliiimera of purposes jnirimed; 
and all the gentle and ungentle 
pressures of the lover's warfare. 

Then, as quick as thought (for 
dreams, thou knowcst. confine not 
themselves to the rules of ^c 
drama) ensued recoveries, lyinga- 
in, christenings, theamiUn^boy, 
amply, even va her own opinion, 
rewarding the sufierine mother. 

Then tite grandfather's estato 

e 'elded up, possession taken of it; 
im^vccy happily upon it; ber 
,\\je\(«ft4 l&'stwiix'^'m i:««i^aaion; 
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MiM Howe her viaitor; and {atlmi 
rable! tbriceadmirablul) enabled 
to compare noten with her ; n 
dtftnnin^ girl, by the aame father, 
to her friend's charmiiig boy : who, 
aa thej grow up , in order to con- 
solidate their mammaB' friendship 
(for neither have dreamB regard to 
eomsanyuhiilii) iutermarry ; chaQge 
names by act of parliament, to 
eiyoj my cetiite — and 1 know not 
vrhat of the like incongruoua atuff. 

lawoke.aa thou mayest believe, 
in great disorder, and rejoiced to 
fina my charmer in the next room, 
and Dorcas honeat 

Now thou wilt Bay thia was a 
very odd dream. And yet (for 1 
Bra a Htrange drfiamer) it is not 
altogether improbable that some- 
thing like it may happen; aa the 
pretty simpleton has theweaknesB 
to confide in Dorcas, whom till 
now she disliked. 

But I forgot to telltbee one part 
of my dream; and that was, that, 
the nest morning, the lady gave 
way to such transports of grief and 
resentment, that she was with dif- 
ficulty diverted from making an 
attempt upon her own life. But 
bowever at last was prevailed upon 
to resolve to live, and to make the 
best of the matter. A letter, me- 
ihought, from Captain Tomlinson 
helping to pacify her, written to 
apprise me, that her uncle Uar- 
lowewould certainly beatKentish 
Townon Wednesday night, Jniie 
28_, the following day (tJie 29th) 
beingbisbirtb-day; and he doubly 
desirous, on thataccount, thatour: . , 

nuptials should be then privately I sistants in tUeiv 
eolemDizediniiisj)i"eseiice. Iwhat lliej ViW. \io"w ^iBe> 



lARLOWE. 239" 

But ix Thursday the 29th hat 
uncle's anniversary, tnethinkstlioii 
askest? — It is; or else the day of 
celebration should have been 
earlier atill. Three weeks ago I 
heard her say it was: and I have 
down the birth-day of every one of, 
her family, and the weddmg-day 
of her father and mother. The 
minutest circumBtauees are often 
of great aerviee, in matters of the 
last importance. 

Aud what sayest thou now ta 
my dream? 

Who says, that, sleeping and 
waking, 1 have not fine helps from 
some bitdi;, some /piiil rather, as 
thou'lt he apt to say? But no 
wonder that a Beeteebub baa hia 
devllkins to attend his calL 

1 cau have no manner of doubt 
of BiiGceeding in mother H, 'a part 
of the scheme; for will the lady 
(who resolves to throw herself into 
the firxl kniise ulie. can etiter, 
bespeak the protection of theyffif;' 
peri'in glie meets; and who thinks - 
there can be no danger out of thi> 
house, equal to what she appM- 
hends from me in it) scruple to ai>- 
cept of the chariot of a dowager, 
accidentally offering? And tbe 
lady's protection euRaged by her 
faitliful Dorcas, ao highly bribed 
to promote her escape? — And 
then Mrs. H. haa the air and ap- 
pearance of a venerable matron, 
and ia not such a forbidding devil 

1 Mra. Sinclair, 

The pretty aimpletonknowB _ 

lingof theworld; northatpeoph 

'lohave money, never want 
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tbe princes of the eartL be so im- 
plicit j served as they are, cMni/e. 
they hmds ever so often, and be their 
pnrpOBes ever so mchedt 

If I can bnt get her to 30 on with 
me till Wednesday nest week, we 
shall be settled together pretty 
quietly by that time. And indeed 
itBhehas any gratitude, andhas 
inher the least af her sei'sfoibles, 
she must think I deserve her fa- 
vour, by the pains shehaa coat rae. 
For dearly do they all love that 
men should take pains about them 
and for them. 

And here, for the preaent, I will 
lay down my pen, and congratu- 
late myself upon my happy inven- 
tion (sbceher obstinacy puts me 
once more upon eiercisinc it) — 
but with this resolution, I think, 
that, if the present contrivance 
fail me, I will exert all thefaculties 
of my mind, all my talents, to pro- 
cure for my self a legal right to her 
favour, andthatin defiance of all 
my antipathies to the married 
state; and of the suggestions of 
the great devil out of the bouse, 
and of his secret agents in it — 
since, ifnoto she is not to be pre- 
vailed upon, or drawn in, itwiti be 
in vain to attempt her further. 

LETTER XLVU. 
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Thnrsdey nighl, Jima BO. 
No admittance yet to my 
charmer! She is very ill — in a 
violent fever, Dorcas thinks. Yet 
mil have no advice. 
Dorcas tells her howmnc\ila.Tci 
concerned at it. 



But again let me ask. does this 
lady do ri^ht to make herself ill, 
when she ia not ill? for my own 
part, libertine as people think me, 
when I had occasion to be sick, I 
took a dose of Ipecacuanha, that 
I might not be guilty of a false- 
hood; and most heartily sick was 
I; as she, who then pitied me, fiill 
well knew. Eut here to pretend 
to be very ill , only to get an op- 
portunity to run away, in order to 
avoid forgiving a man who has of- 
fended her, how unchristian! — If 
good folks allow themselves in 
these breaches of a known daty, 
and in theae presumptuous con- 
trivances to deceive, who, Bel ford, 
shall blame usV 

I have a sti'ange notion, thattbe 
matronly lady will be certainly St 
the grocer's shop at the hour of 
nine to-morrow morning; for 
Dorcas heardmeteUMrs.SincMr, 



that I should go out at eight pfe- 
cisely; and then she is to try lor a 
coach: andifthedowager'schariot 
should happen to be there, bow 
lucky will it be for my charmer! 
How strangely will my dream be 

InAVKJustreceivedaletterfrom 
Capt. Tomliuson. Is it not won- 
derful? For that was part of my 
dream. 

I shall always havea prodigious 
regard to dreams benc^orward. I 
know not but I may write a book 
upon that subject: for my own ei- 
perience will famish ont a great 
jiart of it. GlanniUe of Witehu, 
Boilfiv's nUlonj ofSpirilMosuiAi}- 
\'paTitiims, Koi. ftiftSJs^^V Pedant's 
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The letter is jnst what I dream- 
ed it to be. I am only coneenied 
that tmcle John's anniveraary did 
not happen three or four days 
sooner; torshouldany new misfor- 
tune befal my charnier, she may 
not be able to support herepiritB 
so long as tillThursday intheueit 

"- Yetitwillgivemethemore 

. br new espedients, should 

^present contrivance fail ; 

1 cannot however suppose. 



so long 

i 



I oAH now return you joy, for 
the joy you have eiven me, as well 
as my dear frieniiMr. Harlowe, in 
the news of hia beloved niece'f 
bappy recovery; for he ia deter- 
nuned to comply with her wishes 
audyiiurs, and to give her to you 
with his own hand. 

Ah the ceremony haa been 
cessarily delayed by reason of her 
illness, andasMr.Harlowe'sbirth- 
day is on Thursday tbe29th ofthis 
iiutant June, when he enters in tc 
the sizty-fourth year of his age: 
and aa time may be wanted to 
complete the dear lady's recovery ; 
he is very desirous that the mar. 
riage shall be solesmuzed npou it: 
that he may afterwards have 
double joy on that day to the end 
of bis life. 

For this purpose he iufenda 
set oat privstelyi so as to be 
Kentish Town on WeducBdayse' 
uigbt in the evening. 

All the family used, he says, to | 
meet to celebrate it iFi'tliliim; liut 
.fftrfaa. m 



mm 



they are at presoi 
happy 3 situation for that, he wilL 
give out, that, not beiug able to 
bear the day at home, hehasre- 
Bolved tobeabsentfortwoor three 

He will set out on horseback, at- 
tended only by one trusty servnnt, 
for the greater privacy. He will bu 
.t the most creditable looking 
lublic-houae there, expecting you 
lothncit inoining, if^hehearno- 
thingfrom mo to prevent him. And 
hewSlgototownwithyoaaftertho 
ceremony is performed, in the 
coach he sup poses you will come in. 
Keis very desirous, thatlshould 
be present ou the occasion. But 
xMx I have promised him, at hia 
request, that 1 will be np before 
the day, in order to see the settle-^ 
ments executed, and every tl 
properly prepared. , , 

lie 13 very glad you have th^ 
licence ceady. . _ 

He speaks very kindly of yooj,^ 
Mr. Lovelace; aiid says that it J 
liny of the family stand out a 



himself to his dear I 

ece and her interests. 

I owned to you, when in town 
last, that 1 took slight notice to 
my dear ii'iend of tue misunder- 
standing between you and his 
niece , and that I did this , for fear 
the lady ahoulil have shewn any 
little diBcoDient in his preeenco, 
had I been able to prevail upon 
him to go np in pc^raon, as then 
wasdoubtful. But I hope nothing 
otthatdiHcin»te\\ttcmw.Tis,- 
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Bcnger came, rouet excuBe me 
nut writing bj Liin. 

Be pleuscil to make tnj moat 
spectful compliments acceptable 
to tlie admirable lady, and believe 

Your most fuithful and obedient 
servant, 



AKro 



i-ToMI 



i 



This letter I sealed, and broki 
open. It was brougbt, tboumayst 
BUppOBC, by a particular mes- 
seuger; llieaeal eucha oneaathe 
writer need not be ashamed of. I 
took caie to inquire after the cap- 
tain's health, in my beloved's hear- 
ing; and itis now ready tobepro- 
duced as e, pacifier according as 
she shall (oJ-e m or resent, if the 
two metamorphoses happen pur- 
suant to my wonderful dream; as, 
having great faith in dreams, J 
dare say they will. — 1 think it 
willnotbe amisa, in changing my 
clothes, to have this letter of thr 
worthy captain lie in mybeloved'i 

LETTER XLvm. 

WnAT shall I aay now! — 1, who 
bntafewhours ago had such faith 
in dreams , and had proposed to 
begin my treatise of lireuiiiii sleep- 
tnj, and liceuwis lEiilcinrj, and was 
pleasing myaelfwitb the dialogues 
between the old matronly lady 
and the young lady, and with the 
two metamorphoses (abaolutely 
asBurad that every thing would 
happen aa my dream chalked it 
oat;) shall never more depend up- 
ofl those Dying follies, t\ioae vV 



lusiuuB of a fancy depraved niid 
run mad. 

Thus confoundedly have mat- 
ters happened. 

I went out at eight o'clock in 
high good humour with myself, in 
order to give the sought-for op- 
portunity to the plottmg mistress 
and corrupted maid; omy order- 
ing Will to keep a good look out 
for fear his lady should mistrust 
my plot, or mistake a hackney 
coacn for the dowager lady's chi- 
riot. But first I aeut to know how 
she did; and received for answer, 
very ill; — had a verybadnieht: 
which latterwas but tooprobable: 
since thifl / know, that people who 
have plots in their beads aa seldom 

1 desired a physician might be 
called in; but was refused. 

I took a walk in St. James's 
Park, congratulating myself oil 
the wajr on my rare Inventioiu: 
then, impatient, I took coach, 
with one of the windows quite up, 
the other almont up, playing at 
bo-peep at every chariot I eaw 

Eass in my way to Lincoln's Inn 
'ields: and when arrived there 1 
sent the coachman to desire any 
oneof mother H.'b family to come 
to me to the coach aide, not 
doubting but I should have in- 
telligence of my fan* tiigitive 
there; it being then half an hour 
after ten. 

A servant came, who gave me 
to understand, that the matronlv 
lady was just returned by berseU 
in the chariot. 

Frighted out of my wils, 1 
'\«^^\»&, wa& \i«ud from the 
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molier's own month, thatDoreaa' 
had engaged ber to protect the 
Iftd;; but came to tell her after- 
irarda, that she had changed her 
—ind, and would DOt quit the house. 

Quite astonished , not knowing 
wiiEit might have happened, 1 
ordered the concbmau to lash 
ftwaj to our mother's. 

Arrivinghere in an instant, thei j„ j/^^^g „^y 
firatwordlaBkedwaB, if thelady; „oranda, 



Hon. Bill, 'nevfrlliithxt fiaving 
it sl'ill in. ber view to perfuFm litt 
promiie ai soon at she hadoppor- 
Innttj/i she made niinufei of every 
thing ai il patted, in order to 
help her memory: — which, m 
she ebtfmet in one place, aha 
could less 'trust to since hec 
late disorders than before.' 



1 



she ubaerc 



r iook of a 



"That 



having apprehensions, that Di 
cas mignt be a traitress, she 
would have got awa^ while she 
was gone outto see for a coach; 
and actually slid down stairB 
with that intent. But that, see- 
ing Mrs. Sinclair in the entry, 
[lahaiii Dorcas had planted there 
whiie she vent oitl] she speeded 
up again, unseen." 
She then toent up to the dining- 
room, and saw the letter qf Cap- 
tain Tomtlnson: on johivh she ob- 
lerres in her memorandum-book 
aifollowt: 

"How am I puzzled now I — He 
might leave this letter on purpose; 
none of the other papers left with 

being of any conseqnenee : what 



Mr. Lovelace gieen here a rec^j 

ciremnstantial relationaj'alllhal . 
patsed between the lady and Dor- 
eat. But as he eoutd only gttess al 

her motines for routing to go 

off, whanDontu laid her, that the 

had engaged for ber theprtitec- 

tion nf the dowager lady, it it 

thought proper to omit his rela- 
tion, and to apply it by some 

memoranda qf the lady's. But 

it iijirtt necessary to account for 

tha occasion on which those me 

inortuida were made. 
The reader may remember, that it 

the lellei' written to Miss Nawe 

on her escape lo Hampslead,' 

the promisei lo give her the par- 

tieulait i^herJliglU at leisure. 
She had indeed Ihongbts of con. 

nuing her account tif eeenj thing :ho''i nay heart resists that!^ To 

(Ant had passed between her and attempt to get off, and ' " , 

Mr.Looelace, EmcoAsr /it/ nnr- inevitable! Dorcas may betray 

raliva letter. But the uiKertainty 

the was in from thai time, with 

the execrable treatment she met 

wilk on her being deluded bark 

again! followed by a week's de- 
lirium; had hilherlo hindered 

her from prosacHting her inlen- 



\ 



levitablel Dorcas i 
me I — I doubt she is 
plementi — At his going out, be 
whispered her, as 1 saw, nnob- 
servod — in a very familiar man- 
ner too ^- Never fear, air, with a 
courtesy, 

"In her agreeing to couiuiaa.t 
my CBcape , fi\ie ■^TiiN\6.eft. "(ip\ ^w- 
\^* ^ 
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her own safety, if I got away ; yet 
bad reaaon, m that case, to ei- 
pect his vengeance. And wants 
not forethoaght. - To have taken 
ber icilh me, was to beinthepowec 
of her inteiiigeuce, if a faithieas 
creature. — Let me, however, 
though I part not with my cau- 
tion, keep my charity! — Can 
there be any woman so vile to a 
woman? — 6 yea! Mrs. Sinclair; 
her aunt. — Tee Lord deliver me! 

— But alas I I have put myself 
out of the course of his protection 
by the nalarat means — and am 
afready ruined I A father's curse 
likewise against me! Having 
made vain all my friends' cautions 
and solicitudes, I must not hope 
for miracles in my favour ! 

"Ifldo escape, what may be- 
come of me, a poor, helpless, 
deserted creature! — Helpleaa 
from sex! — Fromcircumstancesl 

— Exposed to every danger! — 
Lord protect me! 

"His vile man not gone with 
him! — Lurking hereabouts, no 
doubt, to watch my steps! — I 
wilt not go away by the chariot, 
however. 

"TaAT this chariot should come 
ao opportunely ! So like liis many 
opportuiiKlieii — That Dorcas 
ahould have the sudden thought 
Should have the cuurane with the 
Uiought , to address a lady in he- 
half of an absolute stranger to 
that lady! That the lady should 
ao readily consent! Yet the trans- 
action between thetn to take up so 
nmch time, their distauce in de- 
gree coaaidered: for atduoiia a, 



was , aud precious as the 

time, Dorcas was eone above half 
anhourl Yet the chariot was said 
to be ready at a grocer's notmany 
doors off! 

Indeed some elderly ladies are 

talkative: and there are, nodoaht, 

e good people in the world — 

But that it ahonld chance to 

be a widow lady, who could do 

what she pleased! That Dorcas 

should know hef to be so by the 

lozenge! Persons iu her station 

it usually BO knowing, Ibelieve, 

heraldry. 

"Yet some may! for servants 

e fond of denving cUlateral 

honours and^distinctions, as Imay 

callthem, from the C[uality orraol 

of people whom they serve. But 

his sly servant not gone with him. 

Then tliia letter of Tomliusou! — 

"Although I am resolved never 

have this wretch, yet, may I not 

■(i!0 mmdfinto my unde'n proiec- 

n at Kenlish J'luan or HighgaSe, 

, I canntit escape before : and so aet 

clear ufUmf May not the evil I 

know, be less than what I may 

fall into, if I can avoid further 

villainy? Further villainy he has 

not yet threatened; freely and 

justly OS I have treated him!-^- 

I wiU not go, I think. At le 

unless I can send this fellow 

of the way.* 



tan, IhaStttiujhl hi 
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At last concerned for her own once more, said she, becanae I 
Bafety. Plajs olF and on about cannot bclp it. What have you 
a coach. .to nay to me? Why am I to be 

"All ray hop(B of getting off, thus detained against my will? 
at present over! — Unhappy crea- With the utmoat solemnity of 
lure! to what further evils art speech and behaviour, I urged 
thon reserved! O how my heart the ceremony. I saw I bad nothing 
rises , at the necessity I must still else for it. I bad a tetter in my 
be under toseeand converse with'pocket, I said, [feeling for it, 
"" very vile a man!" although I had not taken it from 

the table where I left it in the 
same room] the contents of which, 
if attended to, would make us 
bolh happy. I had been loth to 
her meditated j shew it to her before, because I 
l^cape; obli^d, against her will, : hoped to prevail upon her to be 
to meet me in the dining-room ; I mine moner thau the day men- 
'bnd perhaps apprehensive of be- 1 tioned in it. 

^ng upbraided for her art in feign-] I felt for it in all my pockets, 
'feg herself ill; leipfded that theiwatchineher eye meantime, which 
dearperverse wouldicjm withrae|l saw glance towards the table 
'■Rrith spirit and indignation. But where it lay. 
I was in hopes, from tbe gentle- 1 was uneasy that I could not 
aesg of her natural disposition; find it — at last, directed againby 
from the consideration which 1 1 her sly eye, I spied it on the table 
expected from her on her situa- at the further end of tbe room. 
tion; from tbe contents of the With joylfetchedit. Bepleased 
letter of CaptainTomliusDD, which to read that letter, madam; with 
Dorcas toldme she bad seen; andian air of satisfied assurance. 
&Din the time she had had to coo) She took it, and cast her eye 
and reflect since sbe last admitted over it, in such a careless way, 
tneto herpresence, that she would as made it evident, that she had 
not have carried it so strongly read it before r and then unthank- 
throaeh as sbe did. fully tossed it into the window- 

As I entered the dining-room, seat before her. 
I congratulated her and myself I urged her to bless me to-mor- 
upon lier sniSden recovery. And row, or Friday morning: atleast, 
would have' taken her hand, with that she would not render vain 
fin air of respectful tendemfss; her uncle's journey, and kind 
but she was resolved to begin endeavours to bring about a re- 
where she left off. ^ conciliation among us all. 

She turned from me, drawing Among its all! repeated she, 
in her hand , with a repulsing and with an air e<\iiAlW dvi4'(iiAsli as 
iaAJgnant aspect — I meet you inciefliiVowa. Vi \.tyiAww. ^ '■'^ 
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art Burelj nearly allied to the 
grand deceiver, in thy endeavonr 
toHuittemptationa to incEnationsl 
— But what honour, what faith, 
what veracity, were it possible 
that I couid enter into a Tiar]e|f 
with theeoii this sabject, (which it 
i!iiiot)ma}'IexpGct from auchamau 
as thou haBt shewn thyself to be? 

1 was touched to the quick. A 
lady of jour perfect character, 
madam, who has feigned herself 
sick, on purpose to avoid seeingthe 
man who adored her, should not — 

1 know what thon wouldst say, 
interruiited she — twenty and 
twenty low things, that my soul 
would have been above being 
guilty of, and which I have de- 
spised myself for, have I been 
brought into by the infection of 
thy company, andby the necessity 
thou hast laid me under, of ap- 

S earing mean. But I thank God, 
estitute as I am , that 1 am not, 
however, sunk so low, as to wish 
to be thine. 

I, madam, as theinjuxer, itu^hl 
to have patience. It is for the in- 
jured to reproach. But your uncle 
IB not in a plot against you, it is to , 
be hoped. There are circum-i 
stances in the letter you have cast 
your ejes over — 

Agam she interrupted me, Why, 
once more I ask you, am I de- 
tained in this houseV — Uo uot I 
seemyaelfsurroundedbywretehes, 
who , though they wear the habit 
of my sex, may j'et, as far aa I 
know, lie in wait for my per- 
dition? 

She would be very loth , I sftid, 
tiat Mrs. Sinclair and her niecca* 



should be called) up to vindicate 
themselvea , and their bouse. 

Would but they kill me, let 
them coma, and welcome. I will 
blesB the hand that will strike the 
blow I Indeed I will. 

'Tis idle, very idle to talk of 
dying. Mere young Indy talk, 
wnen controlled by those they 
hate. But let me beseech you, 
dearest creature — 

Beseech me nothing. Let me 
not be detained thus against my 
will! — Unhappy creature that! 
am, said she , in a kind of phrensy, 
wringing her hands at the same 
time, and turning from me, her 
eyes lifted up! "Thy curse, 
my cruet father, seema to be now 
in the height of its operation! — 
My weakened mind is full of fore' 
bodings, that I am in the wayof 
bein^ a lost creature ^s to both 
worlds! Blessed, blessed God,siud 
ahe, falling on her knees, save me, • 
Oaaverae, from myself anil fcom 
this man!" 

I sunk down on my kaeee by 
her, excessively affected — that 
I could recal yesterday ! Forgive 
me, my dearest creature, forgive 
whatiapaat, as it cannot now but 
by oue way be retrieved. Forgive 
me only on this condition — that 
my future faith and honour — 

She interrupted me, rising 
If you meau to beg of me never 
seek to avenge myself by law, 
by an appeal to my relations, 
my cousin Mordon in partit 
when he comes to England — 

D — n the law, risiugalso, [ahi 

started] and all those to whom 

Xoiv oi a.'J^feSLi■Q^^ — 1 defy 
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both the one aud the otiiar — all l saner in ujrcunistaiDce, I am no 
I beg, is Yoirn forgiveiieaB ; and slave in my will!— Nothing will 
that yon will, on my unfeigned j I pruiniaetiioi! — Withheld, cinn- 
eontrition, re-establiuti me in your ; palled — nothing will X promise 
far our. thee. 

no, no, no! lifting up lier Noble crentnrel But not im- 
elasped handa, I never, never inV/, placable, 1 hope! — Promise in e 
naver, never am foreivevoii! — fiut to return in an hour! 

Nothing will I promise theo! 
Say but jou will see me again 
jthiaeyeuing! 



,Aiid it is a punishment wurae than 
'death tome, that 1 am obliged 
[meet you, ortoseeyou. 
' This in the last time, my dearest 
iJift, that you will ever see me iu 
itfais postnre, on this occasion: 
iKud again 1 kneeled to her. Let 
me hope, that you will be mine 
|ioeztTDnrBday,your uncle's birtli- 
[day, if not before. VVould to 
[ihearen 1 ha,d never been a villain ; 
{.Your iudigastioD ia not, cannot 
]!» greater, than my remorse — 
Ind I took hold of her gown, for 
she was going from me. 

Be remorno thy portion! — For 
^ine own sake, be remorse thy 
Itartion! — I never, never will for- 
give thee! — I never, never will 
lie thine ! —Let me retire! — Why 
kneeleat thou to the wretch wliom 
thoD hast so vilely humbled? 

Say but, dearest creature, yon 

ill conxiiler — say but you will 
take time to reflect upon what the 
honow of both our families re- 
ijuires of you. 1 will not rise. I 
will not permit yon to withdraw 
]sttll holding her gown] till you 
tell mo you will mm-wier. — 'I'uke 
thisletter. Weighwellyniii' situa- 
tion, and mine. Say you will 
withdraw to ciiwider; and then I 
will not presume to withhold you. 

Compnlsion shall ' 



that f could say — that it 
were in my ;i»«><r to say— Inever 
will see thee more! — Would to 
heaven 1 never were to see thee 

Passionate beauty! still hold- 
ing her — 

lapeak, though with vehemence, 
the deliberate wish of myheart. — 
O that I could avoid lo'tkim/ diiion 
upon thee, mean groveller and 
abject as insulting! — Let me 
withdraw! My soul is in tumults 1 
Let me withdraw! 

1 quitted my hold to clasp my 
hands together — Withdraw, O 
sovereign of my fate! — With- 
draw, ifyoumn withdraw! My 
destiny is in your power! — It 
depends upon your hreathi — 
Your scorn but augments my 
love ! — your resentment is but 
too well founded! — Bnt, dearest 
creature, return, return, with a 
resolution to bless with pardon 
and peaue your faithful adorer. 

She flew from me. The angel, 
as soon as she found her win^s, 
flew from me. I, the repble 
kneeler, the despicable slave, no 
more the proud victor, arose; and 
retiring, tried to comfort myself, 



with me. Though a slave, a pri-l.lha.lcitcOTaaWi'i^iaa^^Wi^''^ 
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stitute of friends and fortune; her 
uncle moreover, who ia to recon- 
cile all so eonn, (iia I thank my, 
stars she still believes) eipeeled— ] 

that she would foi-glve me! — 
Would she but generously forgive 
me, and receive my vowa at the 
altar, at the iimlant of her for- , 
giving me that I might not have 
time to relapse into my old pre- 
judices! — By my soul, Belford, 
this dear girl gives the lie to all 
oar rakish maiims. There must 
be something more than a name in 
virtue! — I now see that there isl 
— Once svbdUKd, a/itat/fi subdued — 
'Tis an egregious falsehood! — 
But oh, ilack, she never ii-a;( sub- 
dued. What have I obtained, bot 
an increase of ehame and con- 
fusion! ^ While her glory has 
been established b^ her sufferings ! 

This one merit is, however, left 
me , that I have laid all her 
under obligation to me, by putting 
this noble creature to trials, which, 
so gloriously supported, have done 
honour t{) them nil. 

However — but no more will I 
add — what a force have evil 
habitsi — I will take au 
and try to fly from myself, 
not thou upbraid me on my weak 
fits — on my contradictory pur- 
poses — on my irresolution -- and 
all will be well. 



extreme degree, occaaioned by 
drinking a great quantity of le- 

of lO.OOOi. a year to 

prefer hie appelite to his health! 
^He deserves to die! — Bnt we 
have all of as our inordinate pits- 
siona to gratify: and they gener- 
ally bringtheir punishment along 
with them. - — so witnesses the 
nephew, as well as the uncle. 
The fellow was sent upon other 
isiness; but stretched n is orders 
little to make his court to a snc- 

I am glad I was not atM. Ball 
at the time my lord tookthegrate- 
ful dose. [It was oertainlv grate- 
u1 to Mm at the time.] There are 
leople in the world, who would 
lave had the wickedness tc say, 
that I had persuaded him to 
drink it. 
The man says, that his lordship 
as so bad when he came away, 
that the family began to talk of 
sending for me, in post-haste. As 
1 know the old peer has a. good 
deal of cash by him , of which he 
seldom keeps account, it behoves 
mo to go down as soon as 1 can. 
But what shall 1 do with this dear 
creature the whileV To-morrow 
over, I shall, perhaps, be able 10 
answer my own question. I am 
afraidshe will make me desperate. 
For here have I sent to implore 
her company, and am denied willi 



Weflnesrtiij night 

A UAH is just now arrived from 

M. Hall, who tells me, that my 

lord is in a very dangeroua way 

Tha gout in liis BloinR«\i to * 



I HIVE been bo happy as to re- 
ceive, this moment, alhird letter 
ifcora my dear correspondent Miss 



OLAEISSA HAHLOW 



TTOuld hava broken t)ie heart of 
my beloved, hud it fallen into her 
hHnds. I will inclose a copy of it. 
Bead it here. 

TasHdily Jane !0. 

>Cr DElKSa'T UIBS RARI.ljWE, 

AoAtH I venture to write to jon 
(almost agaiuet inelinatioij) ; and 
that by your former conveyance, 
little as 1 like it. 

I know not how it is with yon. 
Itmaybebad', and then it would 
be hard to upbraid you, for a 
silence you may not be able to 
help. But if not, whatehalll say 
severe enough , that yon have not 
answered either of my last letters? 
The first,* of wliich [and I think 
it imported yon too much to be 
silent upon it] you owned the re- 
ceipt ot The other, which was 
delivered into your own handa, *" 
■was BO pressing for the favour of 
Si line &om you, that I am amassed 
I conld not be obliged. — And 
still mi'T-e, that 1 have not heard 
from you since. 

The fellow made so strange a 
story of the condition he saw you 
in, and of your speech to him, 
that I know not what to conclude 
from it: only, that he ia a simple, 
blundering, and yet conceited 
fellow, who, aiming at descrip- 
tion, and the rustic wonderfui. 



character, yon will believe, when 
you. are informed, that he de- 
scribed you in grief escessivc,*** 
yet so improved in your person 
and featarea, and bo rony, that 



was his word, in your fii 
so flush- coloured , imd so plump 
in your arms , that one would con- 
clude you were labouring under 
the operation of some malignant 
poison; and bo much the rather, 
as he was introduced to you, when 
you were upon a couch, from 
which you offered not to rise, or 
ait up. 

Upon my word, Miss Harlowe, 
1 am greatly distressed upon your 
account ; for I must be so free as 
to say, that, in your ready return 
with vour deceiver, you have not 
at al! answered my e:tpectations, 
nor acted up to your own charae> 
(er; for Mrs. Townsend tella a 
from the women at Hampateai 
how cheerfully yon put yourself 
into his hands again: yet, at the 
time it wa,s impoBsible you should 
be married ! — 

Lord , my dear, what pity it is, 
that you took bo much pains to 
get from the man! — But you 
know beati — Sometimes I think 
it could not be jiim to whom the 
rustic delivered my letter. Butit 
must loo; yet, it is strange Icauh* 
not have one line by him: — no. 
one! — And you bo soon welt) 
Enough to go with the wretdlj 
back again! 

I am not sure , that the letter 
am now writing will come to 
hands: soahalfnot say half: 
have upon my mind to say. .. _. 
if you think it tonrlh i/nur wMlet&i 
write to me , pray let me know, 
what fine ladies, bis relations,! 
those were, who visited yon ai' 
Hampstead, and carried^QU. haafc,' 
lagaitt so jo^tiWg , Vo «.'^\»rr."'^" 
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1 had so fnlly warned Jon ~ but I 
will gay no more: at least till I 
intrto more; for I can do nothing 
but TTouder aud stand amazed. 

Notwithstnnding all the man's 
baseness, 'tig plain, there was 
laore than a lurking love — tiood 
heaven! — But 1 have done! — 
Yet 1 know not how to have done 
neither — yet I must — I villi. 

Only accouut to me, my dear, 
for what I cannot at all uccount 
for: andinformme, nhetheryon 
are really married , or not. — And 
then I ehall know, whether there 
must, or must nut, be « period 
shorter than that of one of our 
lives, to a friendship which has 
hitherto been the pride and 
boaat of 

Your 
AnNi HowK. 

Dorcas tells me, that she haa 
just now had a starching eonver- 
aation, as she calls it, with her 
lady. She is willing, she tells the 
nench, still to place a confidence 
in her. Dorcas hopes she has re- 
assured her; but wishes me not to 
depend npon it. Tet Captain 
Tomhnsou's letter must assuredly 
weigh with her. I aont it in just 
now by Dorcas, desiring her to re- 
peruse it. And itwas not returned 
me, as 1 feared it would be. And 
that's a good sign, I think. 

I say liliink, and I Ikinl: for this 
charming creature, entangled as I 
am in my own inventions , puzzles 
me ten tboasand times more than 
Iher. 

— \'; 



Thuriidsy BQDD, Joiu n. 

Let me perish if 1 know what io 
make either of myself or of this 
surprising creature — now calm, 
now tempestuous — but I know 
thou lovest not anticipation any 
more than I. 

At my repeated request, she 
met me at six this morning. She 
wasready dressed; for she Das not 
had her clothes off ever since she 
declared, that they never more 
should be off in this house. And 
charmingly she looked, with all 
the disadvantages of a three 
horn's' violent stomach-ache, (for 
Dorcas told me that she had beeu 
really ill] no rest, and eyes red 
and swelled with weeping, titraoge 
to me that those charming 
fountains have not been long ago 
exhausted! But she is a woman. 
And I believe anatomists allow, 
that wiimen harm mure teatrg headi 

Well, my dearest creature, I 
hope you have now thoroughly 
considered of the contents of Cap- 
tain Tomlinsou's letter. But as 
we are thus early met, let me be- 
seech you to niako this my happy 

8he looked not favourably upon 
me. A cloud hung upon her brow 
at her entrance: nut as she was 
going to answer me, a still greater 
solemnity took possession of her 
charming features. 

Your air. and your countenance, 

beloved creature, are not pro- 

I'e'Avo'iwVim.'i. \i'i\,iffl.i\.ft;tQfyou, 



before 70a speak , to forbear all 1 me. The deaire lately^ 
further recriminationH: for already | heart, of a reconciliatioii nith 
IliavsHuch aaenaeof my vilenesslfriends, ia much abated. They 
you , that I know not how to shall not receive me noio if they 



my ■ 



bear the reproaehes of my 

I have been eudeavouriug, said 
ihe, m'noe / wn mil permilted to 
taoidyoii, to obtain a composure 
which I never more expected to 
seeyouiD. How IodeI may enjoy 
it, I cannot tell. But 1 hope I 
shall be enabled to apeak to you 
without that vehemence which I 
expressed yesterday, 
sot help it'. 

After a pause (for 1 was all at- 
tention) tbns she proceeded : 
'tia eaayforme, Mr.Lovelace, 
ee, that further violences are 
intended me , if 1 comply not with 

four purposes, whatever they are. 
willHuppose themtobewhatyou 
solenmty profess they are. Bat 1 
have told you, as aolemnly, my 
mind, that 1 never mil!, that 1 
never can be yours; nor, if so, any 
man's upou earth. All vengeance, 
nevertheless , for the wrongH you 
havedoneme, Idisclaim. Iwant 
bat to slide into some obscure cor- 
ner, to hidemyaelf from you, and 
from every one who once loved 



bftve rttttlCnile i 



would. Suuk in wine own eyes, I 
now think myself unworthy of 
their favour. In the anguish of 
my aoul, therefore, ,1 conjure you, 
Lovelace, [tears in her eyes] ta 
leave me to roy fate. In doing bo, 
you will give me a pleasure, the 
highest I uow can know. 

Whither, my dearest life 

No matter whither. I will leave 
to Providence, when I am out of 
this house, the direction of my 
future stepa. lamsenaibte enough 
of my destitute condition. I know, 
that 1 have not now a friendiu the 
world. Even Miea Howe baa givea 
me up — or you are — but! would 
fain keep my temper ! — By your 
meaoa 1 have lost them all^and 
you have been a barbarous enemy 
to me. You know you have. ^B 
Bhe paused. -^M 

1 couid not apeak. ^M 

The evils I have suffered , pro? ^ 
eeeded she, [turning trom me] 
howeverirrcparable, arebutfeni- 
rinrari/ evils. Leave me to my 
hopes of being enabled to obtain 
the Divine forgiveness, for the 
offeuce I have been drawn in to 

S've to my parents, and to virtue; 
at so I may avoid the evila that 
are iiuire ihaH temporary. This ie 
uow all I have to wish for. And 
what is it that 1 dema,ud, that I 
have not a right to, and from 
which it ia an illegal violence to 
withhold me? 
It waa impossible for me, Itold 



m 



252 Tus msTORT Of 

her to give me her h.ind ns this snatching her hand , and pressing 
very day. I could not live without it to my lips , that your ailenee 
her. 1 communJcaled to her my bodes me good. Let me , my he- 
lord's illiieflB, aa a reason why I loved creature, have but yoor fori! 
wished not to sfavfor her ancle's oonBent; and thia moment I will 
anniversary. I besought her to ' step out and engage a minister — 
bless me with her consent; and, laud then I promised how much my. 
after the ceremony was pasaed, to whole future life should be de- 
aecompany me down to Berks, voted toiler commands, and that 
And thua, my dearest life, said I, I would mate her the beat and 
will you be freed from a house, to tenderest of husbands, 
whicbyouhaveeoneeived so great At last, turning to me, I have 
an antipathy. told you mv mind, Mr. Lovelace, 

This, thou wilt own, was a said she. Think you, that I could 
princely offer. And I was resolved thus solemnly — there she stopt 
to be aa good as my word. I — I am too much in your power, 
thought 1 had killed ray eon- proceeded she; your prisoner, 
science, as (told thee, Belford, ratherthanaperson freetochoose 
some time ago. But conscience, I for myself, or to say what 1 will it" 
find, though itmay be temporarily or fie —but, aa a testimony that 
Btifled, cannot die: and when it yon mean me well, let me instantly 
darenotapeak aloud, wiltwhisper. quit this house; and I will then 
And at this instant I thought I felt givejouauchananawer in writing, 
the revived varlcteas (on but a aa best befits my unhappy cireum- 
siight retrograde motion) writhing stances. 

round my pericardium like a ser- And imaginest thou, fairest, 
pent; and (in the action of a dying thought I, that this will go down 
one collecting all its force into iU with a Lovelace? Thou oughtest 
head) fix its plaguy fangs into ray to have known that free-UverB, 
heart. like ministers of state , never part 

She hesitated, and looked down, withapowerput into their handK, 
as if irresolute. And tiiia set myi without an equivalent of twice the 
heart up at my mouth. And, be- value. 

lieveme, I had instantly popt in, I pleaded, that if we joined 
uponme, in imagination, an old|hanas/Aitrmorr«nj (if not, (n-in'ir- 
spectacled parson, with a white roai; if not, on Jliursdi"/, her 
Burplicethrownover ablackhabit, uncle's birth-day, and in hiapre- 
[afit emblem of thehalcyonoSice, sence); and afterwards, aslliad 
which, underahenignsppearance, proposed, set out for Berks; we 
often introduces a life of storms should, of course, quit thia house: 
and tempests] whining and and, oh our return to town,ehaula 
snuSling through his nose the have in readiness the bonsfi I ~"~' 
irrevocable eereraoay. '.iatteaty for. 

IbopeTiow,my dear life, Ba,\41,\ ?fcea.QS««te&.is«.-tisft.,\si&- 
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I and sighs; fond uf belvtving 
/ £ope<i, I imputed her aileDCC 
to the modeatj of her aei. The 
dear creature (thought I] aolemnly 
as she began with me, is TUtniiia- 
ting,in asweet suspeuae, how to 
pnt into fit words , the gentle pur- 

gjses of her condescending heart, 
at, lookiug in her averted face, 
with a soothing geutleuess, I 
plaiiily perceived, that it was re- 
Bentment, and not boahfuluess, 
that was straggling in her 
bosom*. 

At taat, she broke silence — I 
have no patience, said she, to find 
myself a slave, a prisoner, in a vile 
house^tell me, sir, in somapy 
words, tellme, whetheritbe, or 
be not, your inteution to permit 
me to quit it? — To permit rae the 
freedom which is my birtliright 
an English subject. 

Will not the consequence 
your departure hence be that I 
shall lose you for ever, madam? — 
And can I bear the thoughts of 
that? 

She fluoe from me — My soul 
disdains to hold parley with thee, 
were lier violent words — but I 
threw myself at her feet, aud took 
hold of her reluctant hand, and 
began to imprecate, to vow, to 

Eromise — but thus the passionate 
eaaty, interrupting me, went on 
I am sick of thee , man ! — On 
continued string of vows , oatht 
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and protestations, varied only by 
time aud place, fills thymouthl — 
Why detainest thou me ! My heart 
rises against thee, thou cruel: 
implement iiftaij brolher'a causeleu 
vengeance — all I beg of thee it, 
that thou wilt remit me the future 
part of myfather's dreadfiilcnrsel 
The temporary part, base and un- 
grateful as thou art! thou hast 
completed ! 

I was speechless! — Well I 
might! — HerA<H(ier's implement! 
— James ffarliiine'a implementi 
Zounds , Jack , what words were 
these I 



I 



the room , her whole haughty soul 
in her air. Then approaching me, 
but in silence, turning from me, 
and again to me, in a milder voice 
— I see thy confusion, Lovelace. 
Or is it thy remorse? — 1 have but 
one request to make thee — the 
request ho often repeated — that 
thou wilt this moment permit me 
to quit this house. Adieu, then, 
let me say, for eeei- adieu! And 
mayst thou enjoy that happiness, 
in this world, which thou hast 
robbed rae of; as thou hast of 
every friend 1 have in it. 

And saying this, away she 
finng, leaving me in u confusiouso 
great, that 'I knew not what to 
think, say, or do. 

But Dorcas soon roused n 

o you know, sir, n 
hastily, that my lady is gonedc 

No, sure! — And down I flew, 
and £o\ia4 \iet iia>ie, m 
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alreetdoor, contending withroUy woman is certainly, Jack, moM 
Hortontogetout, terrible to hei'dwnHex, tlianeven 

She rostiBd bj me into the a bad man. 
fore-parlour, and flew to the I followed ber up. She rushed 
window, and attempted oncemore by her own ftpnrtment into the 
to throw up the sash — Good dining-rooni : no teiTor can make 
people 1 cried she. her forget her punctilio. 

I caught her in my arms, and To recite what passed there of 
lifted her from the window. But invective, eselamatious, threa- 
beingafraidofhnrting the charm- teniuga, even of her own life, on 
ing creature (charming in hervery one aide; of expos talations. sup' 
rage) she slid through my arms on pli cations, and aometimcBmenacea, 
the floor. Let me die hei-el Let on the other; would be too affect- 
me die here! were her words; re-jing;and, after my particularity in 
maining joiutless and immovable, like scenes , these things may as 
till Sally and Mrs. Sinclair hui- well be imagined as expressed, 
lied in. I I will therefore only mention, 

She was visibly terrified at the that, at length, I extorted a con- 
sight of the old wretch; while 1 j cesaiou from her. Shehadreason* 
(aincerelj'aiFected)appealed,Bear to think itwonldhavebeeu wowa 
■witnesH, Mrs. Sinclair! ^ Bear for her on the spot, if she had not 
witne83,MissMartin!— MisaHor- made it. It waa, Thai she would 
ton! Every one bear witness, that endeouour tii make herself ewft/, till 
loffer not violence to this beloved I sAe nam vihat next Thvimlai/, tier 
creature! I uncle's birlk-dm), woulil prmluee. 

She then found her feet — 0;But that it were not a sin, alie 
house, [looking towards the win- 'paasionately exclaimed onmakins 
dowaj and all round her, U bouael this poor concession, to pntan end 
contrived on purpoaefor myruini to her own life, rather than yield 
said ahe — but let not that womaTi to give me but ihai assurance! 
come intfl my presence — nor that Tlds however shews me, that 
Miss liorton ueithcr, who would ahe is awm'e that the reluetantly- 
not have dared to control me, had 
she not been a base one ! monmrin^n^-h^ok rtit'X' w d"»th"r 

Hoh, GIT, hoh, madam! voci- ws;, sb shs ipprehEaiicd, lo gave iiRrulf 
ferated the old dragon, her arms from imimi itisftonnnr, but by Kaking 
kemboed, and flourishing with one rt'ca^y"'^/ «he°oujn"BaMpebY^Di^Sirt' 

foot to the extent of her petticoats 'roDiilviiDce (whom. neTerLhelou, tbe 

— what ado'a here about nothing! suspMia) la, tofiofla w»y laengaBsib* 

— I never knew such work inmyjPJ^|',''^'j'^j°,'||J'"j|^°j,^i;g"i,*''°'^*^ 
life, between a chicken ofagentle- Li-CDaisry. "He shull aae, Boyi >tiD, tuw 
man, and a tiger of a lady ! — lamiilmli] u he has ihouRhinie, nbiil 

She was visibly affrigMed: atid,^,»^^^'°J°;^^;°';'„^'°^^';Jji^™J* 
op BtairB she hastened. A, baA.,B^ama4\>,w«a\i'i\\'4™*-'a*.»>™«." 
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giren assBranee may be fairly 
eOBStrucd into il matrimcimal 
e^iectatitiii on my side. Aiid if 
she will iiufi>, eveu ww, loakfor- 
waxd, I think, from my heart, thiit 
Iwill pat ou her livery, and wear 
it for life. 

What a bituation lun I in , with 
all my cursed iaventionai I am 
puzzled, conl'oDnded , and ashamed 
of myBell'apoQ the whole. Totake 
BDch painfi to be a villaiii! — but 
(for the fiflielh time) let me ask 
Htee, who would have thought, 
that there had been aueb a woman 
in. the world? — Nevertheless, she 
had best take care , that she car- 
ries not her obstinacy much fur- 
ther. Shekuowsnot whatrevenge 
for slighted love will make me do. 

The busy scenes I have just 
passed through, have giveu emo- 
tions to my heartj which will not 
be i^uietea one whde. My heart, 1 
aee, (on re-perusing what 1 have 
wriLten) has communicated its 
tremorata my fingers; and in some 
places the characters are so iu- 
dietinct and unformed, tbatthou'lt 
hardly be able to make them out. 
But it one half of them only are 
intelligible, that will he enough to 
jxpoee me to thy contempt, for the 
wretched hand 1 have made of 
my plots and contrivances — but 
surely. Jack, Ihave gained some 
ground by this promise. 

And now, one word to the as- 
surances thou sendest me, that 
thou hast not betrayed m^ secrets 
in relation to this cbanning crea- 
ture. Thou migbtest have spared 
them, Belford. My suspicions held 
no longer than while I wrote about 
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them*. For weU I knew, when I 
allowedmyseif time to think, that 
thouhadstnopn'nci/j/es, no uiVlw, 
to be misled by. A ^reat deal or 
strong envy, and a httle of wef^ 
pity, I knew to be thy motiveii 
I'hoa CDuldest not provoke mf 
auger, and my compassion thou 
ever hadst; and art now more 
especially entitled to it; because 
thou art a.piliful fellow. 

All thy new expostuUtions in 
my beloved's behalf, I will answer 
when I see thee. 

LETTElt LH. 

Mr. LoTBlate lo Jotia Belford, E«i, 
ThnMday nig"'. 

OuNPouMDEncr oat of humour 
wilh this perverse woman I^Hor 
wiltthou Dlameme, if thouartmy 
friend. She regards tbeconceaaion 
she made, as a concession extorted 
from her. And we are but just 
where we were before she made it. 

With great difficulty 1 prevailed 
upon her lo favour me with her 
company for one half hour this 
evening. The necessity I was 
under to go down to M. Hall, was 
the subject I wanted to talk upon. 

I told her, that as she had Been 
so good as to promise, that she 
would endeavour to make hei'seU' 
easy till she saw the Thursday in 
next week over, 1 hoped tbatahe 
would not scruple to oblige me 
with her word, tbat I should find 
her here at my return from M. 
Uall. 

Indeed she wonld make me v& 
sQcb promise. Nothing of Ihishoiitit 



yoa know it yraa not. And do you 
thiuk that I noold have given my 
consent to my oiipruonmait in it ? 

I was plaguiljr nettled, and 
diaappointed too, Iflgoaotdown 
to M. Hall, madam, you'll have no 
scruple to staj here, iGuppose, till 
Thui-sdaj IB over? 

If I cannot help myeelf I muat 
— butlinaist upon being permit- 
ted to go out of this house, whether 
youleareit ornot. 

Well , madam , then I will 
comply with yonr commands, and 
I will go out this very evening in 
qneBt of lodgings that you sliall 
Have no objection to. 

I will have no lod^ngs of imur 
providing, sir, — I will go to Mrs. 
Moore's, at Hampstead. 

Mrs. Moore's, madaml — Ihave 
no objection to Mrs. Moore's — 
But will you give me your pro- 
mise, to admit me Oiere to your 
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Aa I do lieie — when I cannot 

very well, madam — will you he 
BO good, aa to let me know, what 
yoa intended by your promise 
tliaice youmtlf easy — 

To endeavour^ sir, to make 
myself easy — were the words 

—Till ytm saw what next Th 
dag would produce? 

Ask me no questions tbat may 



la 



efor 



the company I 

Let me ask you, madam, what 
meant you, when you said, "that[ 
were it not a sin, you nould die. 
before you gave me that assui- 



She was indignantly silent. 

You thought, madam, you had 

ven me room to hope your par- 

in by it? 

When I tbink I ought to answer 
you with patience, I will speak. 

Do you think youraelf in my 
power, madam? 

If 1 were not — and there she 

Dearest creature, speak out — 

beseech you, dearest creature, 
speak out — 

She was silent; her chaxming 
face all in a glow. 

Have you, madam, any reliance 
upon my honour? 

Still silent. 

You hate me, madam! You 
despise me more than you do the 
most odious of God's creatures I 

You ought to despise vie, if I 
did not. 

You say, madam, you are in a 
bad house. You have no reliance 
upon my honour — you believe 
you KOnnnl avoid me • — 

She arose. I beseech you, let me 
withdraw. 

I snatched her hand, rising, and 
pressed it first to my lips, and then 
to my heart in wild disorder. She 
might have felt the bounding 
miachief ready to burst its bars — 
You shall go — to your own apart- 
ment, if you please — but by the 
great God of heaven, I will accom- 
pany you thither. 

Sne trembled — Pray, pray, 
Mr. Lovelace, don't terrify me ao ! 

Be seated, madaml 1 bcseeob 
you, be seated! ^- i^^H 

I will sit down— - .^H 
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ejea, and my Leart's blood throb- 
tnng At my fijoger'a ends. 

I will — I will — you hurt me— 
pray Mr, Lovelace, don't — don't 
nighten me so — and down she 
sattrembliDg; myhandBtill grasp- 
ing here. 

I hung over her throbbing 
bosom, and putting my other arm 
round her waist — And you a ay, 
jou hate me, madam — and you 
say, you despise me — tind you 
flaiy, you promised me nothing 

Yea, yos, I A^ promise yoi 
let me not be held down thus 
yon see I sat down when you hid 
me — why [struggling] need you 
hold me down thna? — I did pro- 
mise lo erideaanur lo be eaui/ till 

Thursday iras over! But you won't 
let mel — How can I "be easy? 
Pray, let me not be thus terrified. 

And what, madam j ineimt yctu 
byyonr promise? Didyoumean 
any thing in my favour? — You 
designed thatlshould, attlietime, 
(fiintyoudid. Did you mean any 
thing in my favour, madam? — 
Didyouintend, that lehouldfAmi' 
you did? 

Let go my hand, sir — take 
away your arm from about me 
[straggling, yet trembling) — Why 
do aov gazs iipim me -«o ? 

Answer me, madam, did you 
mean any thing in my favour by 
your promise? 

Let me not be thus constrained 
to answer. 

Then pausing; and gaining 
more spirit. Let me go, said she:l 
ambut awoman — but aiwofc 
man — but «y life is in my own 



fower, though my person is not—vV 
will not be thua constrained, M 
You shall not, madam, quitting I 
her hand, bowing; but my heart ] 
fttmymouth, and hoping further ' 
provocation, ' 

She arose, and was hnrryin 

I pursue you not, madam - _ 
will try your generosity. Stop — 1 
return — this moment atop, return, ' 
if, madam, you would not make, I 
me desperate. , 

She atopt at the door; burstinto j 
tears — Lovelace ! — How, how,^ 
have 1 deserved — f 

Bepleaseil, dearest angel, to reJ 

She came back — but with de- \ 
Glared reluctance; and imputing 
her compliance to terror. 

Ten-or, Jack, as I have hereto- 
fore found out, though I have so 
little benefitted by the discovery, 
mustbemy resortj if she make it 
neceisary — notbmg else will do 
with theinfleKible charmer. 

She seated herself over against 
mej estremely discoraiiosed. But 
indignation had a visible pie- ' 
dominance in her features. 

was going towards her with a, 1 
mtenanee intendedly changeAM 
love and aoftnesa: sweetest,.! 
dearest augel, weremy words, ia>S 
the tenderest accent: "but, risiD{^4 
ap, she insisted upon my being ' 
leated at a distance itom her. 

I obeyed, and begged her hand 
>ver the table, to my extended 
hand; to see, aalsaid, if in any 
^ she would oblige me. But 
nothing gentle, sott, ot ^lat- 
tionate, vfo\A4 6ci- ^iVe tft^-asR.4> 
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me her handl — Was she wise, 
Jack, to confirm to me, (bat hq- 
thiog but lerror would do? 

Let me only know, madam, it' 
your promise lo eniieauiJiu'to wail 
with patience the event of next 
Thui'Bdoy, meant me fuTOur? 

Do you espect any voluntary 
favour from one to whom you give 
not a free choice? 

Do you intend, madi 
our me with your hand, in your 
uncle's preaence, or do you not? 

My heart and my hand shall ne- 
ver be Beparated. Why, think 
yon. did 1 stand in oppoflitioo to 
the will of my best, my natural 
friendaV 

I know what you mean, madam 
— am I then aa hateful to you as 
the vile Solmes? 

Ask me not sucha question, Mr. 
r.ovelace. 

I vtusi be anawered. Am I as 
hateful toyouaa the vile SoluiesV 

Why do you call Mr. Solmes 
vi!e? 

Don't »ou thinkhimso, madam? 

Whyaliouldl? DidMr.Solmes 
ever do vilely by me? 

Deareat cveaturel don't distract 
me by hateful comparisons ! And 
perhaps by a more hateful prefe- 

Don'tj/di, sir, put qnealiona to 
me, that you know I will answer 
truly, though my answer were ever 
BO much to enrage you. 

My heart, madam, my soul is all 

yours at preaent. But you niusf 

ffive Die hope, that your promise, 

m your own eonstruetion, binds 

j-ou, no neto cause to the contrary , 
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to be mine on Thursday. How 
else cau I leave you? 

Let me go to Uampstead; And 
^rusttomy favour. 

Slay I trust to it? — S&y, 01% 

How will you trust to it, if yon 
estort an answer to this question? 

Say only, dearest creature, say 
only, mny 1 trust to your favour, 
if you go to Humpstead? 

How dare you, sir, if I mint 
apeak out, eipect a promise of 
favour from me? ^ What a mean 
creature must you think me, after 
your ungratetul baseness to me, 
were I to give you suchaiironrise? 

Then standing up, 'I'hou hut 
made me, vilest of men! [her 
hands clasped, and her face crun- 
soued over with indignation) an 
inmate of the vilest of hooicB — 
nevertheless, while I am in it, I 
shall have a heart in cap able of any 
thing hut abhorrence of that and 
oUhee. 



wcet aspect of the consequence 
of her tree declaration — lint what 
a devil must I have been, 1 who 
love bravery in a man, had I not 
heen more struck with admiration 
of her fortitudeat the instant, than 
stimulated by revenge? 

Noblest of creatures! — And do 
you think I cau leave you and mj 
'".terest in such an eicellence, pre- 

irious? Nopromiael^nohope! 

-If you make me not desperate, 
may lightning blast me, if 1 do 
you not all the justice 'tis in my 
.■powM to do you! 



oblige me, leave me at my 
liberty, and let meuotbedetn 
in this abominable house. To be 
ctmstruined aa I have been coti- 
Btrained! To be stopt by your 
vile agents I To be brought up by 
force and be bruised in my own 
defence against such illegal 
rioleocol — I dare to die, Love- 
lace— and Hhe who fearanntdeatb, 
is not to ba intimidated into a 
meanness unworthy of her heart 
and principleal 

Wonderful creature 1 But why, 
madam , did you lead me to hope 
A>T aomething favourable for 
ThurBdayV — Once more, n 
ine not desperate — with all your 
Miagnaaimity , gloriouB creature! 
(I was more than half frantic, Bel- 
Tord] You maij, you iiiaii — but do 
not, do not make me brutally 
threaten you — do not, do uot, 
make me desperate ! 

My aspect, I believe, threatened 
atitlmore than my words. I was 
riaing — she arose — Mr. Love- 
lace, he pacified — you are even 
more dreadful than the Lovelace 
1 have long dreaded — let 
tire — I ask your leaae to retire 
— you reallv frighten mo — yet 1 ■ 
give you no nope — from my heart 
lab- 
Say not. madam, you ahhirms. 
You must, for your own sake, con- 
ceal your hatred — at leaat not 
avow it. 1 seized her hand- 
Let me retire — let me retire, 
. said she — in a maaoer out of 

I will only say, madam, thatl| 
ret't'r myself to your generosity, i 
My heart is not to be truBted at 



1 

:of i^H 
■u shaffi^ 
- but 1 



HAUL OWE. 

this instant. As a mark of 
submission to your will, you shal 
•f ii„u plenne, wilhdratf '— • 
will not go to M. Hall 
die my Lord M. I will not go to M. 
Hall — but will attend the effect 
of your promise. Remember, 
madam, you have promised loen- 
ileavur III make ymu-ntlf easy liU 
i/nu see Ihe event <if next Thursday 
-nest Thursday, remember, your 
uncle comes np to see ns married 
— ihal'n ike event. — You think ill 
of your Lovelace ^ do not , ma- 
dam, suffer your own morals to be 
degraded by the in/sr7(ioii, a«you 
call it, of his example. 

Away flew thecnarmer with this 
half permission — and no doubt 
thought that slie had an f scape — 
□or without reason. 

I knew not for half an hour what 
to do with myself. Veied at the 
heart, nevertheless, (now she was 
from me, and when I reflected 
uponherhatredof me, andher de- 
fiances) that 1 suffered myself to 
be so over-awed, checked, re- 
strained — 

And now I have written thus far 
(having of course recollected the 
whole of our conversation) I am 
more and more iucensed against 

But I will go down to these wo- 
and perhaps suffer myself 



ley pretend 

Sally was 

a woman well educated — Polly 
also— both have read— bothhave 
sense — of parentage not mean — 
lodest both — aUlV \.\ier3 ^.j,.^ 
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not entirely indelicate nnv ; 
thoDe^ too uttle nice for mj per- 
ionoT iDtimscj', loth as titer, botfa 
are to have me think so — the old 
one, too. a, immaii of fninilj, 
though tbua (from bad inclination 
ss well as at first from low circam- 
Btaaces) misembly eniik; — and 
hence they all pretend to remem- 
ber vhat onre they were; and 
Tooch for the inclinationB and hy- 
pocriiy of the whole BCi, and wish 
tor nothing to ardently, asthati 
will leave (he perverae lady to their 
management, nhile I am gone to 
Berkabire ; undertaking absolutely 
for her humility and passiveness 
on nny return; and continually 
boasting of the many jierrerse 

turej whom they have obliged 

raw m their" 
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I was forced to take the 
therdown; forsho beganwithher 
Hoh, airl with me; and to ca'" 
chise and upbraid me, with 
much iuBoleuce as if I owed her 
money. 

I made her fly the pit, at last. 
Strange wishes wished we against 
each other, at her quitting it — 
What were they? — I'll tell thee 

— she wished me married, and to 
be jealous of mv wife! andmy heir- 
apparent the child of an other man. 
I was even with her with a ven- 

Siance. And yet thou wilt think 
at could not well be — ^» hnvf 

— As how, Jack ! — Why, I wished 
her conacieiioe come to life! And 

k / knoTT by the grijies mine gwei 



me every half hour, thatsliewflj^H 
then have a cursed Ume of it. ^^| 

Sally and Polly gave thernselTea 
high airs too. Their first favonrs 
were thrown at me, |women to 
boast of those favours which they 
were as willing to impart, first 
forma all the difficulty with them! 
as 1 to receivelj I was upbraided 
with ingratitude, dasiardize , and 
all my difficulties with my angel 
charged upon myself , for want of 
following my blows; and for leav- 
ing the proud lady mistress of her 
own will, and nothing to rraroaci 
herself n-ith. Audall agreed, that 
the arts used against her ou a oer- 
tain occasion, had too high an 
operation far them or me to judge 
what her will 'fntild have been m 
the arduous trial. And then they 
blamed one another; m I cuncn 
them all. 

They concluded, that 1 should 
certainly marry, and bea lostman. 
And Sally, on this occasion, with 
un affected and malicious laugb, 
snapt herfiogers at mc, and point- 
ing two of each hand ibrkealy at 
me, bid me remember the lines I 
once showed her, of my favourite 
Jaek Drydeu, as she always fa- 
miliarly calls that celebrated poet: 



This infernal implement vl^M 
he confidence further to iu3l^ 
that when a wife , some other man 
.\wQvv\4 T\i!\fcA Vvi^ '*vt difficuKy 
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wifh my an^el that I had found, act (I who am no hypocrite) in the 



dajBof condolement! WliatfarcsB 
have I to go through ; and to be a 
principal actorin them! I'lllryto 
think of my own latter end ; a grey 
beard, and a graceleas heir; iu 
order tu make me aerioua. 

Thou,Belford, knoweatagood 
>al of this aort of grimace; and 



Confidence indeed! But jet, 
mufltaaj, that this dear creatui 
is the only woman in the world of p 
whom I should not be jealous, t' 
And yet, if aman gives himself up b 
to the company of theae deyils, o 
they never (et him rest, till he ei 
fher suspect or bate hia wife. 

But a word or two of other canst help a gay heart t< 
mat ters if possible. i of the dismal. But then every 

Methinks I long to know how|featureof thyfaeeiscutoutfbrit. 
jBusesgo at M. fiall. Ihavean-<My heart may be touched, per- 
otberprivate intimation, that the haps, soonerthan thine; for, be~ 
old peer is in the greatest danger, lie ve me or not, I have a rery 

I must go down. Yet what t« tender one. But then, no man 
lo with this lady the meanwhile ! looking in my face , be the occa- 
These cursed women are full of sion for grief ever bo great, will 
cruelty and entfirpriBe. She will believe (Si( heart to be deeply dis- 
never be cany with them in my ab- tteaaed. 

eence. They will have provoca- All is placid, easy, serene in n^ i 
lion and pretence therefore. But countenance. Sorrow cannot Bit ' 
iToe be to them if — half an hour together upon it 

Yet what will vengeance do. Nay, I believe, that Lord M.'s re- 
after an insult committed? The covery, should it happen, would 
two nympbawillhave jealous rage not affect me above a quarter of 
lo goad them on. And what will an hour. Only the new scenery, 
■withhold a jealous and already (and thepleasurC'Of aping auH 
rmned woman? raclitua to the family, wtilela 

To let her go elsewhere; that a Denaocritua among my private 
lannotbedone. lam still resolved friends)orlwantnotDingthatthe 
to be honest, if sbewill give hope: old peer can leave me. Wherefore 
if yet she will lei me be honest, then should grief sadden and 
But I'U see how she'll be after the distort such blithe, such jocund, 
contention she will certainly have; featured as mine? 
between herresentment, andtbej But as for thine, were there 
terror she had reason for from oor murder committed in the street, 
last conversation. So let this sub-|andthouwert but passing by, the 
ject rest till the morning. And murderer even in signt, the 
to the old peer once more. ' pursuers woold quit him, and lay 

I shall have a good deal of bold of Ihee: and thy very looke 
trouble, I reckon, though no would hang, as well as apprehend 
sordid man, to be decent ou the thee, 
especled occasion. Tiien howto' Bat otie woiiVa^raaaiw*,^' 
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Whom dealest tbou with for tliy I queatioiuLe should >inf tknswerto 
blacks? — Wert thou well uaedV that might be aaked of hiii 



I shall want a plaguy parcel of 
them. For 1 intend to make every 
soul of the family mourn — out- 
side, if not is. 



i 



I wesT out early this morning, 
ou A design that I know not yet 
whether I shall or ehall not 
pursue; and on my return found 
Simon Parsons, my lord's Berk- 
Bhire Bailiff, (just before arrived) 
waiting for me with a meeaage in 
form, sent by all the family, to 
press me to go down , and that at 
my lord's particular desire; who 
wants to see me before he dies. 

Simon has- brought my lord's 
cliariot and six [perhaps mi/ iiwn 
by this time] to carry me down. I 
have ordered it to be in readiness 
by four to-morrow morning. The 
cattle shall smoke for the delay; 
and by the rest they'll hare in the 
interim, will be better able to 

I am still resolved upon matri- 
mony, if my fairperverse will ac- 
cept of me. But, if she will not — 
why then I must give an uninter- 
rupted hearing, not to my con- 
science, but to these women 
below. 

Dorcas had actjuainted heriady 
with Simon's arrival and errand. 
My beloved had desired to see 
him. But my coming in prevented 
ilia attendance on her, just 



be admitted to hirr pre- 
sence immediately, at my repeated 
request Surely the acquisition 
in view will help me to make up 
all with her. She is just gone up 
to the dining-room. 

* * * 

NoTHiNQ will do, Jackl — lean 
procure no favour from her, 
though she has obtained from me 
the point which she had set her 
heart upon. 

I will give thee a brief aocoont 
of what passed between ua. 

I lirst proposed instant mar- 
riage; and this in the most ferrmA 
manner: but was denied ■> 
fervently. 

Would she be pleased to aunre 
me, that she would stay here only 
till Tueaday morning? i wimla 
but just go down anasee how my 
lord was to know whether he had 
an^ thing particular to say, or 
ei^oinme, while yet he waa sen- 
sible, as he was very earnest to see 
me — perhaps I might be up on 
Sunday — Concede in something! 
^1 beseech you, madam, show 
me some little consideration, 

Why, Mr. Lovelace, must I bo 
determined by your motions? — 
Think you, tbati will voluntarily 
give a sanction to the imprison- 
ment of my person? Of what ii 
portance to me ought to be y 
stay or your return? 

Give a sanctian to the itaprn 
menl iift/niirpernnntDojoaiti 
madam, that I fear the law? 

ght have spared this foolish 
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would not let me. I thought she 
tfareateaed me, Jack. 

lion'f thiok you fear the law, 









any regard either to moral 
Tine Banctions. 

'Tib well, rnsidam ■ — But ask n 
any thing I can do to oblige yoi 
Bud I will oblige you; thongh i 
notbiag will you oblige me. 

Thenlaskyou, tfienlrpquest 
ttjoa, to let me go to Hampat^ad . 

I paused — and at last — By 
my Boul you ahall — thia very mo- 
ment I will wait upon you, and 

e you filed there , if you'll pro- 

ise me your hand on Thursday 
in preaence of your uncle. 

1 want not gnu to see me fixed. 
' I will promiae nothing. 

Take care, madam, that you 
don't let me nee, that 1 can have 
DD reliance upon your future fa- 

Ihavebeenusedtobcthreateoed 
by yon, sir — But I will accept of 
your company to Hampatead — 1 
will be ready to go in a quarter of 
an hour — my clothea may be 
lent after me. 

You know the condition, ma- 
dam — nest Thuraday. 

You dare not trust — 

My infinite dcmerita tell me, 
th&tln'iffhl not — nevertbeleaa , I 
trUl confide in yonr generosity — 
""" morrow morning, (no new 
a arising to give reason to the 
contrary) :i8 early as you 
yon may go to Hampstead, 

This seemed to oblige her. But 
yet abe looked with a face of 
doubt. 

I wil! go down to tbe women, 



Belford. And having no bettCT* 

es at hand, will hear wliaff 

saynpon my critical situatioa* 

this proud beauty, whoha«^ 

isalently rejected a Lovelac 

kneeiing at her feet, though me 

king ail earnost tender of himself' 

for a husband, in spite of all hi*^ 

prejudices to theatate of shacklei.^ 
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me from the women. 
Ignue ao far, andi 
afraid to go further? — Have I 
already, asitb evident by her 
behaviour, sinned beyond for- 
giveness?^ A woman's tears naed 

' i to me but as water sprinkled 
glowingfire, which gives it a 
fiercer and brighter blaze: what 
defence boa this lady hut her teara 
and her eloquence? She was be- 
fore taken at no tceak advantage. 
She was insensil'U in her moments 
oftrial. Had she been sensible, 
she niuK' have been sensible. So 
thev say, Tbe methods taken 
with her have augmented her 
glory and her pride. She has now 
a tale to tell, that she tnoy tell 
with honour to heraelf. No ac- 
complice-inclination. She can 
look me into confusion, without 
being conscious of ao much as a 
iluniffht. which she need to he 
ashamed of." 

This , Jack , is the substance of 
the women'a reasonings with me. 

To which let me add, that the 
dear creature now sees the ne- 
cessity I am in to leave her. De- 
tecting me Va Vo. Ve^ Vta-i. "^fca. 
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this Bide matrimonv. And jet I 
huve promise d, astboueeest, that 
she shall Bet out to RampBtea.d a.s 
soon as she pleases in tbe moi 
ing, and that without conditioo 
her side. 

Dost thou aak, What I meant 
by this promise? 

No ner« cause arising, was the 
proviso on my side, thou'It re- 
member. But there 'fill be a new 

Suppose Dorcas should drop 
the pro miss otj note given her by 
her lady? Servants, especially 
those who cannot read or write 
are the most careless people in the 
world of written papers. Suppose 
I take it up ? — at a time, too, that 
I was determined that the dear 
creature should be her ovin mis- 
tress?— Will not this detection 
be a netn cause'? — A cause that 
will carry with it against her the 
appearance of ingratitude? 

That she designed it a secret la 
jne, argues a/ear (i/'de/ecd'iin, and 
indirectly a sense uf guilt. 1 wanted 
a pretence. Can 1 hare a better? 
— If I am in a violent passion 
upon tbe detection , is not passion 
an universally allowed extenuator 
of violence? Is not every man and 
woman oblised to excuse that 
fault in another, which at times 
they find attended with such un- 
governable effects in themselves? 

The mother and sisterhood, 



the accidental discovery , if not a 
pretence for parpelrutt'on, [which, 
however, may he the case) an 
excuse for renewing my orders for 
her detention till my return from 
M. Hall [tbe fault her ownj; and 
for keeping a stricter watcn over 
her than before; with direction to 
send me any letters that may he 
written III/ her or lo her. — And 
when I return, the devil's in it if I 
find not a way to make her choose 
lodgings for herself (since these 
are so hateful to her) that shall 
answer all my purposes; and yetl 
no more appear to direct her 
choice, than I did before in these. 

Thou wilt curse me when thou 
GOmest to this place. I know thoa 
wilt. But thinkest thou, that after 
auch a seriea of contrivance, I will 
lose this inimitable woman fornant 
of a little more? A rake's a rake, 
Jack! — An dwhatrake is withheld 
bypHnciple from the ]jerpetratioil 
ol' an^ evil his heart is set upon, 
and in which he thinks he oan 
succeed? — Besides, amlnotin 
earnest as to marriage? — Will 
not tbe generality of the world 
acquit me, if I d,i marry? And 
vrbat is that injury which a church 
rile will not at any time repair? 
Is not the caioKlroplui ofeeeey tiarg 
iMl end) inwedlockacajUHled happg, 
be the difficulties in the progr«sii 
to it ever so great? 

But here, how am I engrossed 
b^ this lady, while poor Lord M, 
as Simon tells me, lies groaning In 
'' ~ ' dreadful agoniesi ' 



suppose, brought to si tin judgment What must he sufierl — Heavwf 
apou tbe vile corrupted — the relieve him! — I have a too « 
/easl benefit thatmustaccmefeoin ^aausiMoXii Vt'c^. koiw 



Heavwa 
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thodearcreatiirehavefoniid.coulii 
I have thought that the worst of 
jtereufieringsiaeqiiHltotheligbtest 
of Au. I meauas to fact; foraato 
Ifa&t part of hera, which ariseafrom ' 
BKtreue seasibilitj', I kaovrDutbiog 
of that; and cannot therefore be 
answerable for it. 



Just ootne from my charmer. 
_..e will not suffer me to say half 
the obliging, the Cinder things, 
which my honest heart is ready to 
overflow with. A confounded ai- 
tn&tion that, when a man finds 
iumaelf in humour to be eloquent 
and pathetic at theaame time, yet 
cannot engage the mistress of his 
fate to leua an ear to his fine 
speeches. 

I can account now, how it cornea 
aboat, that lovers, when their 
niiEtreaaea are cruel, run into soli- 
tude, and disburthen their minds 
to slocks anil shiurai ! for am 1 not 

forced to maite my complaints 
'a then? 

She claimed tlie performance of 
mypromiae, the moment she saw, 
me, oi peniiiiimtj her [haughtily 
she spoke tbe word] to go to 
Hfunpstead, as aoou as I waa gone 
to Berks. 

Most cheerfully I renewed it. 

She desired me to give orders in 
her hearing. 

IsentforDorcnsand Will. They 
:ame. — Do you both take notice 
(but perhaps, sir, 1 may take, i/"ii 
with me| that your lady is to be 
obeyed in all bor commaade. She | 



26S! 

I proposes to return to HampBtea4l 
I us soon as I am gone — My deWf y 
will you not have a se: 
attend you, 

I sliah want no servant there. 

Will you take Doreaa? 

If I should want Doreas, I can | 
send for her. 

Dorcaa could not but say, 
should be very proud — 

Well, well, that niBy_ beat 
return, if your lady permit— Shall 
I, my dear, call up Mrs. Sinclair, 
and give her orders, to the same 
effect, in your hearing? 

1 desire not to see Mrs. Sinclair; 
nor any that belong to her. 

As yon please, madam. 

And then (the servants being 
withdrawn) I urged her again for 
the assurance, thatshe woiddmeet 
me at the altar on ThDrsday next. 
But to no purpose — May she not 
thank herself for all that may 

Uue favour, however, Iwonld 
not be denied; to be admitted to 
puss the evening with her. 

Al! sweetness and obsequious- 
ness willlbeonthisocoaBion. My 
whole soul shall be poured out to 
move her to forgive me. If she 
will not, and iftlie promissory note 
should fall in my way, my revenge 
will doubtless take total possession 
of me. 

All the house in my interest, 
and every one in it not only 
engaging to intimidate and assist, 
as occasion shall offer, butstaking 
all their eaperiencB upon my suc- 
cess, if it bonotmyownfa«lt,what 
must be the conaequence? 
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geutkneaa. Her past iqjnrie 
ever ill ber head. Ke&djtorei 
a favour; the permiBsion to gotft- 
HampBtead ; but neitberto deserve 
it, nor return any So toy Bcheme 
of the gentle kind wtu good giTen 

I then wanted to provoke hw: 
like a coward boy , who wails for 
the first blow before he can per- 



defyme: aheEeemed aware ofher 
danger: and wouid not directly 
brave my resentment; but kept 
flueh a middle courae, that I 
neither could find a pretence to 
offend, nor reason to hope ; yetsbe 
believed my tale, that her nncia 
would come to Kentish Town, and 
seemed not to apprehend that 
Tomliason wae an impostor. 

She waa very uneasy, upontha 
whole, in my company: wanted 
often to break from me: yet so held 
ine to my promise of permitlinn 
her to go to Hampstead, that i 
knewuothowtogetolfit; although 
itwas impossible, inmy precarious 
'■ ■' with her, to think of 



i 



290 

her last trial ; and if the behave aa 
nobly in and aflur this Ktcnii'l at- 
tempt [all hm- spnues ahmii he.r\ aa 
ahe has done after the ^>.'!(, she 
will come out an angel upon full 
proof, in Bpileofman, woman, and 
devil: then shall there be an end 
of all her Bufferings. 1 will then 
renounce that vanquiahed devil, 
and reform. And if any vile 
machination start up, presuming 
to mislead me, I wit! sooner stab it 
in my heart as it rises, than give 
way to it. 

A few boura will now decide all. 
But whatever be the event, I shall 
be too busy to write again , till I 
get to M.Hall. 

Meantime I am in stri 
tations. I muat suppress them if 
possible, before I venture into her 

Eresence — my heart bounces my 
oaom ftom the table. 1 will lay 
down my pen, and wholly resign 
to its impulses. 

LETTER LVI- 
Ur. LovelBce to JabQ Belford, Esq. 
Friday nlgbl, ornillior But. inorn. 

iTHOtrotiT I should not havebad In thia situation; the women 
either time or inclination to write readytoBsaiat;and,if Iproceeded 
anotberlinebeforelgotto M.Hall, not, as ready to ridicule mej what 
But have the first; must find the had I left me, but to pursue the 
last; since I can neither sleep, nor concerted scheme, and to seek a 
do any thing but write, if lean do pretence to quarrel with her, in 
that. I am most coftftiwvkdly out order to revoke my promised per- 
of humour. The reason let it niiaaion, and to convince her that 
follow; if it will ftdlow — no pre- I would not be upbraided as the 
paration for it from me. most brutal of ravishers for 

J tried by Kentlenesa and love to nothing? 
soften — what? — marble. Ai I had agreed with the women, 
heart incapable either of love or ,ttia,t\iV co^ii'wA.'frQi.a.-iiite.Wooe 



CLtSTSSA ttkW.OVS. 



ia her presence to be^in my 
OperatioDB, the note ehnuTd lie in 
1117 way. and 1 v&a to pick it np, 
Boon after her retiring from me. 
But I began to doubt nt near ten 
o'clock (bo earnest tvasahe to leave 
me, HUBpectEng mj over-vrarm 
behaviour to her, and eager grasp- 
ing of her band two or three times, 
with eje-Btrings, a« I felt, on tbe 
strain, while her ejee shewed 
vneaainGBG and Apprehenaion) that 
ifaheactually retired for the night , 
it misht be a chance whether it 
wooM be easy to come at her again. 
IfOth, therefore, to run auchariak, 
Isteptouta little after ten, with 
intent to alter the preconcerted 
dispOBitioD a little \ saying 1 would 
attend her nztaa instantly. But 
aelretumedl met her at tbedoor, 
intending to withdraw for the 
night, fcoald not persuade her 
to go back ; nor had I presence of 
mind (bo full of compli ' ' 



her just before) to stay her 

ce: so she slid tbrougn my 

hands into her owu apartment. 1 



hadnothingtodo, therefore, but 
to let my former concert take 
place. 

I should harepremised (but care 
not for order of time, connection, 
or any thing oiae) that, between 
eight and nine in the evening, 
another servant of Lord M. on 
horseback came, to desire me to 
carry down with me Dr. S. the old 
peer having been once (me3*(ieni«, 
BB they juilge he is now) relieved 
and reprieved by him. I sent and 
engaged the doctor to accompany 
me down: and am to call uponhiA 
by fourtbismorDing: orthedevili 



should have both my lord and thM 
doctor, if I'd stir till I got "" 
made up. 

Poke thy d— n'd noae forward- 
into the event, if thou wilt — eu 
tne if thou shalt have it till 
proper time and place. And 

She liad hardly got into her 
chamber but I found alittle paper, 
as I waa going into mine , which I 
took up; and opening it (for it was 
carefully pinned in anotherpaper) 
what sbouidit be but a promissory 
note, given as a bribe, with a 
further promise of a diamondring, 
to induce Dorcas to favour her 
mistreaa'sescapel 

How ray temper changed 
moment I — Rin^, ring, ring, ring, 
I my bell, with violence enough '" 
break tbe string, andasifthehoi 
were on fire. 

Every devil lighted into actirsj 
life: the whole house in an uproart. 
up rnns Will. — Sir — Sir - Sirl 
^ Ey es go ggl i Dg, m onth^ten ded 
— Bid the d — n'd toad Dorcas 
come hither, (as I stood at tha 
stair head) in a hoiTible rage, and 
out of breath, cried I. 

In sight came tbe trembling 
devil — bat standing aloof from 
the report made her by Will of tbe 
passion I was in, as well as from 
what she bad heard. 

Flash came out my swoi-d im- 
mediately; for I had it ready on 
-- Cursed, confounded, villainous, 
bribery and corraption — 

Up runs she to her lady's door, 
screaming out for safety and pro. 
tection. 
\ Good 30Mt Wawai , \siSa,i 
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Will, for God'8 aake! — lord, 

lord!— receiving a good euff. — 

Talce that, varlet, for Baying 

the ungrateful wretch from my 

Up ran two or three of the 
Bisterhood, What'a the matter! 
What's the matter! 

21ie matter! (for atill my beloved 
opeued not the door ; on the con- j 
trary, drew another bolt) Thia 
almminahle Dorcaa! — (Call herl 
aant up! — Let her see what a 
traitress she has placed about me. 
— And let her bring the toad to 
answer for herself) — haa taken a 
bribe, aprovision for life, to be- 
tray her trust; by that moans to 
jierpetuate a qnarrel between a 
man and bis wife, and frastrate 
for ever allhopea of reconciliation 
between ub ! 

Let me periah, Belford, if I 
have patience to proceed with the 

If I muat resume , I must — 
Up came the aunt puffing and 
blowing — As she hoped for 
mercy, nhe was not privy to it! 
She never knew snch a plotting 
perverae lady in her life ! — Well 
might servants be at the pass they 
were, wbeu such ladies as Mrs. 
Lovelace made no conscience of 
corrupting them. Tor fcr part ahe , 
deuired no mercy for the wretch ; i 
no niece of hera , if she were not 
faithful to her trust ! — But what , 
was the proof! — 

She waa shewn the paper — 

But too evident! — Cursed, 

cursed toad, devil, jade, passed ' 

^m each mouth: — audtUeVAe- 
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nesB of the corrupted, and the on- 
worthineaa of the corruptress, were 
iuveighed agatuat. 

Up we all went, passing the 
lady a door into the diDing-room, 
to proceed to trial. — 

Stamp, stamp, atamp up, each 
on her heela; rave, rave, rave, 
every tongue — 

Bring up the creature before us 
all this instant ! — 

And would she have got out of 
the house, say yon? 

These the noises and the 
apeecbes, as we clattered by the 
door of the fair briheress. 

Up was brought Dorcas (whim- 
pering) between two, both bawl- 
ing out — You must go — yon 
shall go — 'tie fit you should 
answer for yourself — you are a 
discredit to all worthy servauts — 
as they pulled and pushed hernp 
stairs. — She whining, I cannot 
see his honour. — I cannot look ao 
good and so generous a gentle- 
man in the face — liow ebsU I 
bear my aunt's ravings? 

Come up, and be d— n'd — 
bring her forward, her imperial 
j udge — what a plague , it is the 
detection, notthe eniwe, that con- 
founds you. You could be quiet 
enough for days together, as 1 sec 
by the date, under the villainy. 
Tell me, ungrateful devil, tell me 
who made the first advances? 

Ay, disgrace to my family and 
blood, cried the old one— Tell 
his honour ^ tell the truth ! — 
Who made the first advances ? — 
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ready! — let me not betray 
iUiotner! — Mv lady ia a gooll 
lady I — let not her suffer! — 

Tell all you know. Tell all tlie 
troth, Do rcaa, criedPollyllortou. 

— His honour lovea his lady too ' 
well, to mabe her suffer vtiicli: 
little as Bhe requites his love ! — 

Every body sees that, cried, 
Sally — too well, indeed, fovVw 
honour, I was going to say. 

Tillnow,! thought she deserved' 
my love — but to bribe a servant 
thus, who she supposed had orders! 
to watch iier steps, for fear of' 
another elopement; and to impute! 
that precaution to me as a crime !| 

— Yet I must love her — ladies, 
fo^ive my weakness I — ' 

Cnrse upon my grimaces! — It' 
I have patience to repeat them I — 
But thou sbalt have it all — tbou 
eanst not despise me more than I 
despise myself! 

Bnt suppose, air, said Sally, 
Tou have my lady and the wench 
face to face! You sec she cares 
not to confess. 

mj carelessness t cried Dorcas 

— Don't let my poor lady suffer! 
-^ludeed, if you all knew what I 
* you would say her ladyship 

cruelly treated — 
re, see, see l^repeatedly, 
Bttt once— only sorry for 
^^__. !(on, as your honour said 

— sot for the fafill. 

Cursed creature, and devilish 
creature, from every mouth. 

Your lady uioit'l, alie dare not 
come out to save you, cried Sally; 
though it is more bis honour's 
mercy) than your desert, if he 



;doe3 not cut your vile throat th&' 

I Say, repeated Polly, was ityour 
lady that made the first advances, 
or was it you , you creature — 

If the lady haa so much honour, 
bawled the mother, excuse me , an 

'^escuae me, sir, [confound the 
old wretch! she had like to have 
said mm!] — If the lady has so 
much honour, as we have sup- 
posed, she will appear to vindi- 
cate a poor servant, misled, as 
she has been , by such large pro^ 
miBCsI — Butlho^e, air, you, will 
do them /m/* justice: I/w;it!yoa 
will! — Good lack! — Good lack! 
clapping her hands together, to 
graut her every thing she could 
- '- '■- indulge her in her un- 



liampatead, though jour honour 
told us, you could get no con- 
descension from her; no, not the 
least — sir — O sir — I hope — 
I hope — if your lady will not 
come out — Ihopeyouwillfinda 
way to hear this cause in herpre- 
aeuce. I value not my doors on 
such au occasion as this. Justice 
I ever loved. I desire you will 
come at the bottom of it iu clear- 
mice to me- I'll be sworn I had no 
privity iu this black corruption, 

Juat then, we heard the lady's 
door unbar, unlock, unbolt — 
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Nov, 
Now, Mr. Lovelace! 
Now, sir! from every encoi 
ging mouth! — 
But, Jack! Jack! Jack: 
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If you must have it all, yoii 

Now, [ielford, brb us all sitting 
in judgmcat, resolved to puaisfi 
the; fair bribereas — 1, and the 
mother, the hitherto dreaded mo- 
ther, the niecefl Sally, Polly, the 
traitcreaa Dorcas , and Mabel), a 
guurd, as it were, over Dorcas, 
thatsbemlgbtiiot run away, and 
hide herBelf: all pre-determioed, 
and of necesMlij pre- determined, 
from the jouruey 1 was going to 
take, and my precarious siluation 
with her — and hear her unbolt, 
vnl"ck, Mibar the door; then, as 
it proved afterwards, pnttbekey 
into the lock on the outside, lock 
the door, and put it in her pocket 
— Will, Iknew, below, who would 
give me notice, if, while we were 
all above, she should mistake her 
way, and go downstairs, instead 
of coming into the dining-room: 
the street doors also doubly se- 
cured, and every shutter to the 
windows round the hoase fastened, 
that no noise or screamiug should 
be heard Isnch was the brutal pre- 
paration!] — And then Jtear her 
step towards us , and instantly 
her enter among us, confidina 
her own innocence; and witu a 
majesty in her person an(~ 
that is uatiiral to her; but which 
then shone out in all its glory; — 
Every tongue silent, every eye 
awed, every heart quaking, mine,- 
in a particular manner, sunk, 
throblesa, and twice below itsj 
usual region, to once at myj 
throat: — a shameful recreant ! — ; 
She Bilent too , looking round hei,' 
£rat on me; then on the moVter, 
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longer fearing her! then on 

Sally, Polly, and the culprit Dor- 

!— Such the glorious power of 

oceuce exerted at that awful 
moment! 

She would have spoken, hut 
couldnot, looking downmy^uilt 
'"*- confusion. A mouse might , 
been heard passing over the j 
floor; her own light feet and TUit- . 
liug silks conld not have prevented ' 
i£; for she seemed to tread air, 
and to be all soul. She passed i 
backwards and forwards, now to- 
wards me, now towards the door 
several limes, before speech could 
get the better of indignation; and 
at last , after twice or thrice hem- 
ming to recover her articulate 
voice — "Othou contemptible and 
abandoned Lovelace ! thinkest 
ibou that I see not through thia 
poor villainous plot of thine, and 
of these thy wicked accomplices? 

"Thou, woman, [looking at the 
mother! once my terror! always 
my dislike; but now my detesta- 
tion! shouldst once more (for 
thine perhaps was tlie prepara- 
tion) have provided for me in- 
toxicating potions to rob me of 
my senses — 

"And then, thou wretch, [dim- 
ing 111 me] mightest more securely 
have dependtid upon such a low 
contrivance as this ! 

"And ye, vile women, whoper- 
■ haps have been the ruin, body 
.and soul, of hundreds of iuno- 
i cents, (you shew me koat, in fitll 
! assembly) know, that 1 am not 
married — ruined as I am, hy 
your help, I bless God, Iain n»l 
mait\e4 \q \>»a ^s^^J.clliMl!. — and 
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I have frieniis that will demand 
my honour at yonr hands ! — - Aod 
to whoee authority 1 will apply; 
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Look to it tb<>u, what further 
ioBuits you offer me , or incite him 
to offer me. 1 am a person, though 
thus vilely betrayed, of rank and 
fortune. I never will he his; and, 
to your utler ruin, will find friends 
to pursue you; and now I hare this 
fuu proof of your detestable 
wickedriess, and have heard your 
baae incitements, will have no 
mercy upon you I " 

They could not laitgh at the 
poor figure I matle. Lord! how 
every devil, conacience-Bbiiken, 
frembled! — 

What a dejection must ever fall 
to the lot of guilt, wereitgiven to 
itmoccace always thus to exert 
itaelfl — 

"And as for thea, thou vile 
Dorcas; thou il'iuhle deceiver — 
vhiniog out thy pretended love 
for me! — Begoue, wretch! — 
Nobody will hurt thee!— Begone, 
Isay! — Thou hast too w«ll acted 
thy part to be blamed by now here, 
bat myself — thoo art safe: thy 
«iilt IS tby^ seeurity in such a 
naase aa thisi — Thy shaniefal, 
thy poor part, thou hast as well 
aotea, aa the low farce cduld give 
fbee to act! — aa well as they each 
of them (thy superiors, though not 
thy betters) thou seest can act 
theirs. — Steal away into darkness: 
no inquiry after this will he made, 
vhose the first advances, thine or 

And, aa I hope to live, the 
reach, confoundedlj' frightened, 
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slunk away; so did her sentinel 
Mabell; though I, endeavouring 
to rally, cried out for Dorcas t~ 
stay — hut I believe the devi 
coiildnot have Htopther, when 
angel bid her begone. 

Madam, saidi, let me tell you; 
and was advauciug towards her 
with a fierce aspect, moat cursedly 
veied, and ashamed too 

But she turned to me; "Stop 
where thou art, Ovilcat aod most 
abandoned of men! — Stop where 
thou art I — Nor, with that deter- 
mined face, offer to touch me, if 
thou wouldst not that I should be 
a corpse at thy feet!" 

To my astonishment, she held 
forth a penknife in her hand, the 
point to her own bosom , grasping 
resolutely the whole haudle, so 
that there was no ofi'criiig to take 
it from her. 

"I offer not mischief to any 
body but myself. You, sir, and ye 
women , are safe from every vio- 
lence of mine. The law shall be 
all my resource: the LAW," and 
she spoke the word with em- 
phasis, that to such people cairiea 
natural terror with it, and now 
struck a panic into them. 

No wonder, since those who will 
damn themselves to procure eaae 
and plenty in this world, will 
tremble at every thing that seems 
to threaten their methods of 
obtainiiig that ease and pleuty. — 

The LAW only shall be 
refuge ! 

The iiifamons mother whispered 
me, that it were better to makt 
lerms with this alraniie lady, audi 
let her go. 
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Sally, notwithstaiiding all her 
impudent briiTery at other times, 
said, // Mr. Lorelace had told thi-iii 
what was not f rua of her beiag his 

AndPoUy Horton, that shemuBt 
needs say, the lady, if she were mil 
my wife, had been veiy much in- 
jured; that was alt. 

That is not now a mattBr to be 
dispnted, cried I : you and I know, 
in ad am —— 

"We do, — said she; and I 
thank God, I am mil thine — once 
mors I thank God for it — 1 have 
no doubt of the iiirttier baseness 
that thou hast intended roc, by 
tbis vile and low trick ; but I have 
my BENBGB, Lovelace: and from 
my heart 1 despise thee, thou very 
poor Lovelace! — How canst thou 
s tand inmypre3ence?thou,that"— 

Madam, mad am, madam— these 
are insults not to be borne — and 
was approaching her. 

She withdrew to the door, and 
set her back against it, holding 
the pointed knife to her heaving 
bosom; while the women held me, 
beseeching me not to provoke the 
violent lady — for their house sake, 
and be curs'd to them, they be- 
sought me — and all three hung 
upon me — while the truly heroic 
lady, braved me , at that distance. 

"Approach me, Lovelace, with 
resentment, if thou wilt. I dare 
die. ItisindefencBof my honour. 
God will be merciful to my poor 
soul 1 1 expect no mercyirom thee ! 
I have gained this distance, and 
two steps nearer rae, and thou 
sbalt see what I dare do 1" — 
Leave me, women, to 'tttyBe\t. 



and to my angel; — They retired 
at a distance — O mj- beloved 
creature, how you temfy met — 
Holding out my arms, and kneel- 
ing on one knee -~ Not a step , not 
a step further, ejoept to receive 
my death at that injured band 
which is thus held up against a 
life far dearer to me than my own! 
I am a villaiu! the blackest of 
villains — Say you will sheath 
your knife in the injurer's, not the 
insured's heart, and then I will 
indeed approach yon, but not else. 

The mother twang'd herd — n'd 
nose; and Sally and Polly pulled 
out their handkerchiefs, Knd 
turned from us. They never in 
their lives, they told me aftei^ 
wards, beheld such a scene 

Innocence so triumphant: Til- 
laioy BO debased, they must mean! 

Unawares to myself, 1 had 
moved onward to my angel ; — 
"And dost thon, dost thou, iitUl 
disclaiming, iiUL advancing — doat 
thou, dost Ihou, illll insidiously 
move towards me?" [and her band 
wasestendedj "I dare ^ I dare — 
not rashly neither — my heart 
f rom;;i-iiic!J[i^e ab h ora th e act, which 
Ihtm makest nrcefnaiy I — God in 
thy mercy; [lifting up her eyes 
and hands] God, in tby mercy! —" 

I thrSw myself to the further 
end of the room. An ejacula^ 
tion , a silent ejaculation em- 
ploying her thoughts that mo- 
ment! Polly says the whites of 
her lovely eyes were only visible: 
and, in the instant that she ex- 
tended her hand, aasureitly to 
Bttike the fatal blow [how the very 
\teii\\.T\ \ftTO&fta \B.i''\ ftia tast her 



we towards me, and saw me, af 
t£e ntmoat diatance the room 
wonld allow, and heardmybrokfiii 
voice — my voice was utterly bro- 
ken ; nor knew 1 what I said , or 
whether to the purpose or not — 
and her charmmg cheeks, that 
were all in a glow before , turned 
pale, aa if terrified at her own 
purpoae; and, lifting up her eyes 

— "Thank Godl — TJiank God! 
■ajd the angel — delivered far Ihe 
pre^enl; for the prenenl delivered 

— ii-om myself— keep, air, keep 
tiiat diatauce," [looking down lo- 
warda me, who was prostrate on the 
floor, my heart pieroed, aswitha 
liuadred daggers;] "that distance 
haflsavedaliTe: to what reserved, 
the Almighty only knowsl " — 

To ie happy, madam; and to 
make happy ! — And U let me but 
hope for your favour for to-morrow 

— I will put off my journey till 
then — and may God — 

Swearnot, sirl— withanawful 
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Eermitted to leave this inn'icenl 
ouse, as one called it (hut long 
have my ears been accustomed to 
Buoli inveraiona of words) as soon 
as the day breaks. " 

Did my perdition depend upon 
it, that you cannot, madam, out 
upon terma. And 1 hope you will 
not terrify me — still dreading the 
accursed knife. 






.s upon na ! — His more immedinle 
eye; and looked wildly. — 
''- women looked up to the 

J, as if a/rai'f/ of God's eye , and 
trembled. And well they might; 
and/too, who so very lately nad 
each of ua the devil in our hearts. 

If not to-morrow, madam, say 
but neit Thursday, your node's 
birtb'day, aay but next Thurs- 
day! 

assure yourael , 

be yours. ^ — And let me hope, that 
I may be entitled to the perfor-j 
mance of your promise, to bo' 
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upon my honour shall make me 
deaperate. I have no view but to 
defend mj honour: with aucb a 
view only I entered into treaty 
with your infamous agent below. 
The resolution you have seen, I 
trost, God will give me again, 
upon the same occasion. BntTora 
lesf, I wish not for it. — Only take 
notice, women, thatlam no wife 
of ikis man: basely a& he has used 
me, I am not his wife. Hf hasno 
authority over me. If be go away 
by and by, and you act by hia 
authority to detainme,looktoit. 

Then, taking one of the lights, 
she turned from ua; and away she 
went unmolested. — Not a soul 
was ahle to molest her. 

Mabell saw her, tremblingly, 
and in a hurry, take the key other 
chamber-door out of her pocket, _ 
and unlock it; and, as soon aa she J 
entered, heard her double-lock, ■ 
bar, and bolt it. H 

By her taking out her key, 
when ahe came out of her chamber 
to us, ahe no doubt suspected my 
design: which was, to havecarried 
her in my ftcms thither, if she 
made such force necesaary, after 
I had intimidated her ■, and to kwa 
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She was to have had 

bed-chamber-women to assist to 
imdrcBS her upon 
from the momeat she eutered the 
dinlDg-TOOm with so much intre- 
piditj, it was abBolatel7 impos- 
sible to think of prosecuting my 
TillainouB designs against ' 

Tais, this, lielford, i 
hand 1 made of a contrivance from 
which I espeoted so mueh ! — And 
now I am ten times worse off than 
before. 

Thou never sawest people 
thy life look so like fools upon 
another, as the mother, her part 
nets, and 1 did, for a few minutes. 
And at last, the two deriiish 
nymphs broke out into insulting 
ridicule upon me; while the old 
wretch was concerned for her 
house,' the reputation of herhouse. 
1 cursed them altogether; and, 
retiring to my chamber, locked 
myselfin. 

And now it is time to set out: all 
I have gained, detection, dis^E 
fresh guilt by repeated perjur 
and to be despised by her 1 thai 
vpiin; and what is still worse t 
proud heart, by iny.idf. 

Success, success in projects, 
every thing. What an admirable 
contriver did I think myself till 
nowI even for thi^ scheme among 
the restl But how pitifully foolish 
dooa it now appear to mo! — 
Scratch out, erase, never to be 
read, every part of my preceding 
letters, where 1 have boastingly 
mentioned it. And never presume 
to rally me upon the cursed sub- 
ject; for I cannot bear it. 
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I!ut for the lady, by my soul, I 
love her. ladmireber, more than 
ever! Imus/bave her. IwiV/bave 
her atiU — with honour or miilioul, 
as 1 have often vowed. My cursed 
fright at her accidental bloody 
nose, so lately, put her upon 
improving upon me tbaa. Had she 
threatened ME, I should si 
have been master of nnearnij! 
m both! Bat for so sincere a virtae 
to threaten Iterself, and not too^ 
to intimidate an^ otlier, and with 
so much presence of mind, as to 
diatiuguish, in the very pasaonate 
intention, the necessity of the act, 
n defence of her hnnour, and 
'airly 1.0 disavow lesser occaoio 
ihewed such a deliberation, such 
a choice, such a principle; and 
then keeping me so watcbfnlly at 
a distance, that I could not seize 
her hand, so soon as she could 
have given the fatal blow: how 
impossible not to be subdned by so 
' - and so dkcreel a magnani- 

it she is not gnne. She afaall 

go. I will press her withlet- 

for the Thursday. She shall 

yet be mine, legally mine. For, as 

cohabitation, there is no sndi 

ing to be thought of. 

The captainshall give her away, 

proxy for her uncle. My lorti 

will die. My fortune will help my 

mill, and set me above every thing 

and every bod^. 

But here is the curse — she 

despises me, Jack! — What man. 

I have heretofore said, can bear 

be despised — especially by his 

...fe! — OLord! O Lord! what a 

\\i&'a4, T'Ni^a.iciisMdlM.nd, have I 



made of this plot! — And here 
ends 

The Hisloiy of the Lady 
the Penknife! — The devil take 
the penknife! — It goes ugaiast 
me to say, God bless the lady ! 



I Lvn. 

Mr. LoTeluo to Hi» Oluiiai Birloire. 
Supetacribed to Mrs. Lovslase. 

U. Bull, BM. nlgbt, Joaa 31. 

Jr you do not impute to love, 
and to terror raised by lore, the 
poor figure I made before you last 
night, you will not dome justice. 
I thought I wouid try to the very 
last moment, if, by complying 
with you in evfri/ iMnif, I could 
prevail npon you to promise to be 
mine on Thursday next, aince you 
refused me iin earlier day. Could 
I have been so happy, you had 
not been hindered going to 
Baropstead, or wherever else you 
pleased. But when I could not 
prevail upon you to give me thia 
aeaurance, what room had J (my 
demerit so great) to suppose, that 
yonr going thither would not be 
to lose you for ever? 

1 will own to you, madam, that 
yesterday afternoon I picked up 
the paper dropped by Dorcas; 
who has confessed that she would 
have assisted vou in getting away, 
if she had had an opportunity so 
to do; and nndonbtedly dropped 
it by acctrfen/. Aud could I have 
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have been in your word given, to 
be mine. Bat when 1 fouud you 
inBesiblp; 1 was resolved to try, if 
by resenting Dorcas's treacben", I 
could not make your pardon of'^me 
the condition ot mini: to her: and 
if not, to make a handle of it to 
revoke my consent to your going 
away from Mrs. Sinclair's; since 
the conaequenceof that must have 
been so fatal to me. 

So far, indeed, was my pro- 
ceeding Mh> and arf^uf: and when 
I was challenged with it as such, 
in BO high and noble a manner, I 
could not avoid taking shame to 
myaelf uponit. 

But you must permit me, ma- 
dam, to hope, that you will not 
punish me too heavily for so poor 
a contrivance, since no dishonour 
was meant ^ou; and since, in the 
momentof its execution, you had 
as great an instance or my in- 
capaciQ? to defend a wrong, alow 
measure, and, at the same time, 
of your power over me, as mortal 
man couJd give — in a word, since 
you must have seen, that I was 
absolutely under the control both 
of conscience aud of love. 

I will not offer to defend myself, 
for iriihiiiij vku '" remiu'n where ynu 
lire, till either you give me your 
word to meet me at the altar on 
Thursday; or till I have the 
honour of attending you, prepa-' 
rative to the solemnity which w'" 
make that day the happiest di 
of my life, 

I am but too sensible, that 
kind of treatment may a^^CM 
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ond illegal impoaition: butasthe 
conaequenceB , not only to oiir- 
neleeg.aiit to biilli iiur /oini7i>i, may 
be fatal, if you cannot be moved 
in my favour; Irt me beseech you 
to forgive this act of campalsion, 
on tbe score of the necessity you 
your dear self have laid me under 
to be guil^ of it; and to permit 
the solemnity of ueil Thursday to 
include an act of oblivion of all 
past otFencee. 

The orders I have gi»en to the 
people of the house are, "That 
you shall be obeyed in every par- 
ticular that is consistent witb my 
cxpectatious of finding you there 
on my return to town on AVednes- 
day itext: tbat Mrs. Sinclair and 
her nieoea. Iiaving incurred vour 
Just displeasure,sEaU not. without 
your 0Mer», come into your pre- 
Huoe: that neither shall Dorcas, 
till she has fatij clenred hir cod< 



in her place; of whom yuu seemed j 
sows time ago lo express somei 
Ukiug. Will, I hare left b-bindl 
mo attend your commands. If be 
be either nee ligent or impertinent. ! 
yuHr diunisuou «hall beadiwois-< 
cioa of turn from my snrice far. 
ewr. ttul. as lo l«nen whieli 
may b« ttuX you. or any vhteh 
jM may ban> lo srod, I bbj* 
tiuiiit'iyculPfM. that none 

• -■ TOW, for tbe fc« 
-tullb* atwaal." B«i 
> '». MadMB, that lite 
.-. !^iMts AaH bi* sacred: 
»n,i iRi- intm, if »■** h* seat, 
sImIiI W s»i*« i«rt* jvvr «w» 



is performed, or before, ifa 

Meantime, 1 will enquire, and 
send you word, how Miss Howe 
does; and to what, if I can be in- 
formed, her long silence is owing. 

Dr. Perkins I found here, at- 
tending my lord, when I arrired 
with Dr. S. Ueacqnaintsmelbat 
your father, mother, unclei, aad 
the still !fas worthy persons of 
jour family, are well; and intend 
to be all at vour nucte Uarlowe's 
[leit week ; Tpreaume, with intent 
to keep hidauniversary. Thiscsn 
make no alteration, but a happy 
one, S3 to peitimi, on Thursdaji 
becaace Hr. Tonilinson asaiired 
me, that if any thing fell out to 
hinder your nucle's coming up in 
person, (which, however, he did 
not then expects he would besati*- 
fied if bis friend the captain wen 
ptoxv for him. I shall send a lou 
and horse to-morrow to the cip" ' 
Iain, to be at a greater certainty. 

I send this by a special nu*- 
senger, who will wait your plM- 
■ur« in relation to Ibe impatieatJT 
wished fijT Thursday : wbitli 1 
hsmbiy hope will be signified by 

My \oxd, ihoi^ hardly senaible, 
and mtmiodfnl cf every thiugbut 
of oar Mikity, desires his mO(t 

to preoentto 
, valnable set of jewelt, 
wUeh be ^oon wiN be acceptahtei 
wbeibevbeliKeatftEee you adon 
them or not. 

Ladr Sankh Md Lady BnU; 
haw abo the* t ak c n a of rrspect 
nadr te eawt jzmr aceepianoe: 
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bat may heaven incline you to I 

SVe the opportunity of receiving | 
eir personal compliments, ana 
those of my cousine Monta.gue, 
before the neit week be out ! 

His lordship is exceeding ilL 
Dr. 8. has no hopes of him. The 
only conaoliLtion I can have for 
the death of a relation who loves 
me so well, if he d- die, must arise 
irom the additional power it will 
pntinto my hands of shewing how 
much I am, 



LETTER LTm. 
Ur. LOTelue to UIii Clulsss Hu-ldwe. 
Supericribed lu Urt, Lmeioce. 
M. Hull, Sunday Bight, Jonc 3a. 

I cANKOT find words to erpresB 
how much I am mortified at the 
return of my messenger without a 
line from you. 

Thursday is go near, that I will 
send messenger after meaaenger 
every four hours, till I have a 
favourable answer; the one to 
meet the other, till its eve arrives, 
toknowifl may venture to appear 
in your presence with the hope of 
having my wishes answered on 
that day. 

Your love, madam, I neither 
expect, nor ask for; nor will, till 
my future behaviour gives you 
cause to think 1 deserve it. All I 
at present presume to wish ia, to 
have it in my power to do yon all 
the jnaticeJcao now do you: and 



to your gcnerosify wiill leave it, 
to reward me as I shall merit, with 
your affection. 

At present revolving my poor 
behaviour of Friday night before 
yon, 1 think I should sooner choose 
ly last audit, unprepared 
[am, than to appear in 
yonr presence, unless yon give me 
some hope,that I shall be received 
as your elected husband, rather 
than, (however deserved) as a 
detested criminal. 

Let me therefore propose an 
expedient, in order to spare my 
own confusion; and to spare yon 
the necessity for that soul-har- 
rowing recrimination, which lean- 
not stand, and which must be dis- 
agreeable to yourself — to name 
the church, and 1 will have every 
thing in readiness; so that our 
next interview will be, in a man- 
ner, at the very altar; and then 
you will have the kind huaband to 
forgive for the faults of the un- 
Erateful lover. If your resentment 
Be still too high to write more, let 
it only be in your own dear band, 
these wordfl , Si. Martin's Church, 
Thimday — or these, St. Giles'* 
Church, Thursday; nor will I insist 
upon any inscription or subscrip- 
tion, or so much as the initials of 
your name. This shall be all the 
favour I will expect, till the dear 
hand itself is given to mine, i 
presence of that Being whom lii 
vokeasa witness of the inviolable ] 
faith and honour of 

Your adoring 

L0VK1.ACB, 



\ 



p^i 



Supcrnribeil to Urs. Locciace, 

M. HaU, Mondiy, Jnna 28. 

Once more, my dearest Inve, do 
I conjure you to send me the four 
reuueeted words. Them is no time 
to be lost And 1 would not have 

± Thursday go over, withoutiraent the solemnity 
■■■lad ■ ■■ ■ , ^ . , 



to prevail upon you to acoompi 
me down on Thursday or Fnd 
I have ordered a set to be 
readiness to carry me up; and, 
were not my lord ao very ill, my 
cousin Moota^pte teUs me, she 
would offer her attendance en 
you. If you please, therefore, we 
■ for this place the mo- 
__ 13 performed. 
Do not, dearest creature, disBi- 



pate all these proiniBing appeai^ 
ances, and by refi:Bing lo sare 
your own and your family's repu- 
tation in the eye of the world, use 
TOnrseif worse than the ungrate- 
nilleat wretch on earth has used 
you. Por if we are married, all 
thedisgraceyouimagiue you hare 
suffered while a single lady, K^ta 
be mv own; and only known ^H 
ourselves. ^H 

Once more, then, consider wtq^J 
the situation we are both ii 



k 



being entitled to call you n 
for the world; and that as well 
for your aake as my own. Hitherto 
all that has passed ia between you 
and me only ; but, after Thursday, 
if mv wishes are unanswered, the 
whole will be before the world. 

My lord ia extremely ill, and 
endures not to have me out of bis 
sight for one half hour. But this 
aball not have the leaat weight 
with me, if you be pleased to hold 
oot the olive-branch to me in the 
four requested worda, | , - 

IhavethefoUowing intelligence remember, my dearest life, that 
from Captain Tomlinson. [Thursday will be soon here; and 

"All yout family are at your that yon have no time to lose. 
nncleHarlowe's. Your uncle finds 1 In a letteraent by the messenger 
he cannot go up; and names Cap-lwhomldiBpatch with this, Ihave 
tain Tomimaon for his proiy. He desired that my friend, Mr. BeU 
proposes to keep all your family ford, who is your very great ad- 
with him, till the captain assures mirer, and who knows all tho 
him that the ceremony is over. secrets of my heart, will wait upon 

"Alrendy he has begun, with yon, to know what I am to depend 
hope of success, to try to reconcile upon, as to the chosen day. 
your mother to yon.' ' Surely, my dear, you never 

My Lord M. but just now has could , at any time , sulFer half so 
told me, how happy he should much from cruel suspense, aa I do. 
think himself to have an oppor- Iflhavenot an answer to this, 
tunity, before he dies, to salute eitherfromyonr own goodness, or 
you as his niece. I have put him. through Mr. Belford's interces- 
ID hopes that he sbail see you; sion, it will be too late formelo 
and huve fold him tliat I wiU goUet out: and Captain Toinlinaon 
to towa on Wednesday, ia oicler\^'il\ic3Aea^^n\M.^a4,VaM^ciealo 
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town on pui^iase to attend your i dosed oopim of three letters; ta 
pleaaure. two of which I am so raaeh scorned 

•i One motive for the gentle re- ; aa not to have miu word given me 
I BtraintlhHve presumed to lay;j-auilii answer^ aiid of the third (now 
['under, is, to preveut the mJBchiofa I aent by the messenger who brings 
th&t might ensoe (ae probably to ', thee this) I am afraid little notice 
theinorBinnocent, as to Ihc /ms)J wiLl be taken — and if so, herdfty 
were you to write to any bodviofgraiioisabsolutely o' 
wliileyour passions were 80 much One would imagme 



raised and intlamed agaiimt 

Having apprised yoa of my di- 
'irection to the women in town on 

this head, I wonder you should 

liave endeavoured to send a lettei 
i^to MiBHllowe, although iu a covei 
' directed to that young lady's aer- 
l-Tant*;aayoumust think it would 
[belikely to fall into my hands. 

The just sense of what I have 
• deserved the contents shoultl be, 
',leavesme:io room to doubt what 

thejare. Nevertheless, I return 
I it you inclosed , with the seal 
I you will see, unbroken. 
i. Relieve, 1 beseech you , dearest 
'madam, by the four requea' ' 

words , or by Mr. Belford , the 

xiety of 

Your ever-affectiouate 
and obliged 

LOVBLACE. 

Remember, there will not, there 
lyinnol be time for further wri- 
ting, and for coming op by 
Thursday, ymr uncle's t' 
da;/. 

LETT Em LX. 



imagine (bo long 
used to constraint too as she has 
been) that she might have been 
satisfied with tlie triumph she had 
over us all on Friday night: a 
triumph that to this hour has 
sunk ray pride and my vanity so 
much, that 1 utmost hate the 
words, plot, Viimrivance, schetne; 
and ahallmistrustmyself in future, 
for every one that rises to my in- 
ventive head. 

But sceat thou not, that 1 am 
under a, neceesity to continue her 
at Sinclair's , and to prohibit all 
her correspondences? 

Now, Uelford, as I really, in my 
preaeut mood, think of nothing 
lesatbau marrying her, if she let 
not Thursday slip; I would bare 
thee attend ner, iu pursuance of 
the intimation I hare given her in 
my letter ofthis date; and vowfbr 
me, swear for me , bind thy soul to 
her for my honour, and use what 
arguments thy friendly heart can 
suggest, in order to procure me an 
answer from her; which, as thou 
wilt see, she may give in four 
words only. And then I purpose 
to leave LordM. (dangerously ill 
as be is] and meet her at her ap- 
pointed church, in order to so- 
lemnize: if she will sign but CI. H. 
to thi/ writing the four words, that 
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to be made a fuol of Id the face of is in London, iiiiJ five miles ou- 
all mv family and friendB, woi'd, or till met. But, in tinitb, I 

If she should let tlie daj go off; I hare some other matters for theiD 
— I shall be desperate. I amltopecformattbcsame time, with 
entangled iu my own devices, and I my lord's banker and his lawyer ; 
cannot bear that she should de- which will enable me, if bis lord- 
tect me. ship is so good ae t^i die this hoot. 

O that I had been honest! — to be an over-match for some of 
What a devil are all my plots ray other relations. I don't mean 
come to! What do they end in, Charlotte and Patty; for they are 
but one grand plot upon myself, noblegirls; butothers, whonave 
andn title to eternal infamy and been scratching and claning' 
disgracel Bnt, depending on thy under- ground like so many moles 
friendly offices, I will say no more in my abaence: and whose work- 
of this, — Let her send mo but one ingsl have discovered sincelfaave 
linel — But ime line — To treat been down, by the little heaps of 
me as uTi'DirWy of her notice; yet dirtthey have thrown up. 
be altogether in my power — I A speedy account of thy 
cannot — I will not bear that. mission, dear Jack! The lettn 

My lord, as I said, is extremely travels sll night 
ill. The doctors give him over. 
He gives himself over. Thosewho 
would not have him die, are afraid 
he will die. But as to myself, I am ' 
doubtful: 
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violent struggles between the con- 
stitution and the disease (though 
the latter has three physicians 
and an apothecary to help it for- 
ward, and all three, as to their 
prescriptions, of different opinions 
too) indicate a plaguy tough ha- 
bit, and savour more of recoveiy 
than death: and the more so, as 
he has no sharp or acute mental 
organs to whet out his bodily ones, 
and to raise his fever above the 
symptomatic helpful one. 

Thou wilt see in the inclosed 
what paina I am at to dispatch 
meaaengers; who are constantly 
the road to meet each other, 
one of them to link 



to Robert LttveUci 



1 



itJi a, fourth, whose Blatiou\owtt'[ft\B.WQBa. 



Youm 
■om enj_ 
would have me undertake, 
can be better assured you really 
intend honourably at last by tbn 
much injured lady! 

I believe you know your friend 
Belfordtoowell,to think he would 
be easy with you, ot with any man 
alive, who should seek to make 
him promise for him what he 
never intended to perform. And 
let me tell thee, that I have not 
much confidence in the honour of 
a man , who by imilaliun nf handt 
(I will only call it) has Bhewi 
Little regard to the honour o* 



IT <"^H 



Only that fhou hast such je- 
■uiticill quAlifjiags, or 1 should 
tfaiiik thee at last touched with re- 
morse, and bro\ight within viev of' 
bein^ asliamed of thy curaed in- 1 
ventions by the ill auccess of thy 
laat : which I heartily congrtttulatc ' 
thee upon. 

O the divine lady ! - But 1 wil! 
not aggravate. I 

Nevertheleaa, when, then wri teat, 
thnt, in thy pretienl mond, thou' 
thinkeat of marrying, and yetj 
caust ao earii'j change thy im-oil; ■ 
whenl know thy heart is against: 
tbe state: — that the four woTda' 
thou courteat from the lady are aa 
much to thy purpoae aa if ahe 
wrote forty; amce it will shew ahe 
ean forgive the highest injuty that 
can be offered to woman; and| 
when I recollect how eaaily thou 
canst iind eicuaea to postpone, 
tbou must be more eiplicit a good 
deal, aa to thy realinlentiona,and 
future honour, than thou art: for 
1 cannot l.roat to a temporary re- 
morae; which ia brought on by 
disappointment too, and not by 
principle; and the like of which 
thou hast ao often got over. I 

If thou canst convince me tiraei 
enough for the day, that thouj 
meanest to do honourably by her, i 
in fter own sense ofthe word;or, ifj 
not time enoDgh, wilt fix some) 
other day (which thoa oughtest to 
leave to her option , and uot bind 
her down for the Thursday; and 
the rather, aa thv pretence for so 
' ' absoluti 



preaence, if she will not, hjvfu 
But , in this case, thou must allow 
mo to be guarantee for thy faith. 
And, if BO, as much as I value 
thee, and respect thy skill in all 
the qualifications of a gentleman, 
thou mayeat depend upon it , thai 
I will act up to the character of a 
guarantee with more honour than 

I the princes of our day usually do 
to their shame be it spoken. 

' Meantime, let me tell thee, that 

jmy heart bleeda for the wronea 
this angelic lady baa received: 

jandifthon doBt no/ marry her, if 
she will haee thee; and, when 

'married, make her the beat and 
tendorest of Lusbaoda, I would 
rather be a dog,a monkey, a bear, 
a viper, or a toad, than thee. 

Command me with honoor, and 
thou ahalt find none readier to 
oblige thee, than 

Thy sincere friend, 
John lisLFOH», 



1 



hv p: 
doing is founded oi 
fiction); I will then mc 
fully andcrtake thy cauHi 
ion, if ahe will admit n 



; by per- 
! to her 



Mr. LovelUBs to John Bclfon 
M,H«I1, JnoatT. Tuosdnynfglil, neu-lS. 

Youns reached me thia moment 
by an extraordinary push in the 
messengers. 

What a man of honour, thou, of 

sudden! — 

And GO , in the imaginary shape 
of a guarantee, Hlou threateueat 

Had I nn( beer ia earnest as to 
the ladv, I should not have offered 
to employ thee in the affair. But, 
let me say , that limUt thou under- 
taken the task, and I had B.ftM- 



I 



I 
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mind.Ishottldhavecontentedmj- vei, and teaze roe, now she hiu 
self to tell thee , that that wax my found herpower. tfshewilltftke 
mind when thou engRgedst forme, inetomercynow these remoraes are 
and tohavegiven thee thereasotta upon me, (though I acorn to con- 
for the change, and then left thee dition with Iheetoi my flincerity) 
to thy own discretion : for never alt her trials, as I have heretofore 
kuew I what fear of man was — declared, shall be over; and she 
norfear of woman either, tilllbe- shall be as happy as 1 can make 
came acquainted with Mjaa Cla- her: for, ruminating upon all that 
rlsBaUarlowe: nay, what is wins/ has passed between us, from the 
Hurprising, till I came to have her first nour of our acquaintance till 
ia my power. thepresetit,Ima6tpronouiice,th«t 

And ao thou wilt not wait upon she is virtne itself, and once more 
the charmer of my heart, but upou I say, has no equal, 
terms and conditionsl ^ Let it Astowhatyon hint, of learing 
alone , and be cursedl I care not to her choice another day, do tod 
— but 80 much credit did I give to consider, that it will be impossible, 
the value thou espresaedst for ?'e/-. that my contrivances and strft- 
that I thought the office woula tsgema should he much longer 
havebeenasacceptable to f7ie£, as concealed? — This maliea nte 
serviceable tome; for what was press Ihal day, though go neat; 
it, bat to endeavour to persuade. and the more aa I have made so 
hertoconsent to the reparation of j much ado about her uncle's an- 
her own honour? for what have 1 niversaiy. If she- send rae the . 
done but disgrace myself, and fuiir imrds, I willBparenofatigoe I 
been a thief to my own joys? — to be in time, if notfortheaanoo- I 
And if there be an union of hearts, ical bonr at church, for someolJuir I 
and an intention fo solemnize, bonr of the day in her own apart- | 
what is there wanting but the ment, or any other: formoney will 
foolish ceremony? — And that I do every thing; and that I have 
still offer. But if she will keep never spared in this affair. 
back her band; if she will make To shew thee, that I am not at 
me hold out mine in vain — how enmity with thee , I inclose the 
can 1 help it J copies of two letters — one to her; 

I write her one more letter, and I it ia the fourik, and mnst be the 
if, after she has received that, shei Inst on the subject. — The other to 
keeps sullen silence, she muBt'OaptainTomlinson;calcu[ated,as 
thaufchersclfforwhatis to follow. I tliou wilt see, for him to shew her. 

But.after all, my heart is wholly Andnow, Jack, interfere, in this 
hera. Iloveherbeyondexpression; case or not, thou knowest the 
and cannot help it. I hope there- mind of 
fore she will receive this last tender R, Lovm^aob^^H 

as I wish. J hope she inteiidfi uot, , . ^^H 

^ like a true woman, to plague, a,a'i\ ^^M 



f LETTER LXm. 

lit. LoTClwe to MIso ClnrlBBi Hmrlowe. 

SHpflramied m Mrs. Lorelace, 
H. Hall, Wed, morn, ens o'clook, JunoJS, 
Not one line, my dearest life,not 
me word , in answer to three let- 
ters I have written I The time is 
low so Bhort, thut this must be the I 
BBt letter that can reach you on I 
faia aide of the important hour that 
night make as legally one. 

My friend Mr. Belford h 
irebensive, that he cannot 
ipon you in time, by reason of 
lome urgent affairs of his own. 

1 tbe less regret the disappoint- 
Bent, because I have procured a 
Moce acceptable person, as I hope, 
to attend you; Captain Tomlinaou 
I meau; to whom I had applied for 
this purpose, before I had Mr. 
Belfovd's answer. 

X was the more solicitous to 
ebt^n this favour from him, 
because of the ofSce be is to take 
spon him, as I humbly presume to 
Ikope to-morrow. That office 
obliged him to be in town aathis 
day; and 1 acquainted him with 
my unhappy attuatton with you; 
and desiiea, that be would shew 
ODS on this occasion, that 1 had as 
much of his favour and friendship, 
18 your uncle bad; since the whole 
treaty must be broken off, if be 
voald not prevail upon you in my 
^half. 

He will dispatch the messenger 
directly; whom I propose to meet 
in person at Slough; either to 
|)roceed onward to London with 
« joyful heart, or to return back 
^o M. Hall with a broken one. 



to anticipate the pleasure 
Tomlinson proposes to himself, ia 
acquainting jou with the likeli- 
hood there la of your mother's 
seconding your uncle's views. For, 
it seems he has privately com- 
municated to her his laudable in- 
tentions: and litr resolution de- 
pends as well as /«>, upon what to- 
morrow will produce. 

Diaappoint not then I beseech 
you, for an hundred persons' Bakes, 
as well as for mine, fJiaf uncle and 
iJial mother, whose displeasure I 
have heard you ao often deplore. 

You may think it impossible for 
me to reach London bv the 
canonical hour. If it should, tbe 
ceremony may be performed in 
your own apartment, at any time 
111 tbe day, or at night: so that 
Captain Tomlinaon may have it to 
Bver to your uncle, that it 
performed on his anniverBary. 

Tell but the Captain, that you 
ftirbid me mil to attend you: and 
that shall be sufficient for bringing 
to you on the wiugs of love. 
Your ever- grateful and 
affectionate 

LOVBUCE. 
LETTER LXir. 



in ?"'iifii"m'/l 



TnE bearer of this has a letter 
to carry to thel.idy*. Ihavebeen 
atthc trouble of writing acopyof 



I 

I 
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Youwilljudeeof myreaaonsfor 
anta- dating tee inclosed sealed 
one* directed to you by the Dame 
of Tomlinaon; wfiich you are to 
shew the lady, as in confidence. 
You will open it of pour a e. 

I doubt not your dexterity and 
management, dear M'Douald; nor 
;oui zeal; especially aa the hopeof 
cohabitation must now be civen 
up. ImpOBsible to be earned ia 
that scheme. I might break her 
heart, but notincline her will — am 
in earnest therefore to marry her, 
if she let not the day slip. 

Improve upon the hint of her 
mother. That may touch her. 
But John Harlowe, remeinher, haa 
privately engaged that lady — pri- 
vately, Isay; else (not to mention 
the reason forhcrn^cleUarlowe'a 
former expedient) jouknow, ahe 
might £nd means to get a letter 
away to the one or the other, to 
know the tmth ; or to MiasHowe, 
to engage her to inquire into it; 
and if she should, the word pri- 
vately wiU account for the uncle's 
and mother's denfing it. 

However, fail not, as from me, 
to charge our mother aud her 
nympha to redouble theirviKilance 
both aa to her peraon andlettera. 
All is upon a crisis now. But she 
most not be treated ill neither. 

Thursday over, I shall know 
what to resolve upi 



i 



Euch a girl as this shall awe a 
oZ/OKr/earsandexperience. You 



aslJB 



are not in love witb her as 
Fly out, if she doubt your he 
Spirits naiuruUff soft may be I 
outof their play, andbomedotra 
(though ever so much raised) by 
higher anger. All women are 
cowards at bottom: only violent 
where they mag. 1 have often 
atormed aeirl out of hermiHtnwt, 
and made her yield (before she 
knew where she was) to the point 
indignantly niiglnisfed ; and that 
to make up with me, though I W8i 
the acgreaaor. 

If thia matter succeed aal'dhaye 
it, (or ifnoi, and do not fail by 
your fault) I will take yon offtbe 
necesBity of pnrsuingyourenned 
smuggling; which otherwise maj 
one day end fatally for yon. 

We are none of ua perfeot, 
M'Douald. T bis street lady makea 
me serious aometimea in spite of 
my heart. But as private vices m 
leaa blamable than public, and as 
I think amug^Unq (as it is called) 
a national evil; t bave no doubt to 
pronounce you a much worse man 
than myself, and as such shall take 
pleasure in reforming you. 

I aend you incloaed ten guineas, 
aa a small earnest of further fa- 
vours. Hitherto you have been a 
very clever fellow. 

As to clothes for Thuraday, 
Monmouth Street will afford a 
ready supply. Clothes quite new 
would mahe your condition an»- 
pected. But you taaj defer that 
care, till you see if she can be 
prevailed upon. Your riding dress 
will do for tlie first visit, Nor let 
vQur boots be over-clean, I bave 



I .^Attending to the minulice, where 
I'jbt (or irapoetwe, as the ili<niai)- 
liereil would call it) is designed — 
^ar liueu rumpled aadaoilj-, when 
roa wait upon her — easy tenus 
ibeae — just come to town - — re- 
member (as formerly) to loll, to 
{throw out your legs, to stroke and 
[■rssp down your ruffles, as if of 
HB^iGcance enough to be careless. 
Fvbat though the presence of a 
Sjie lady would require a. different 
behaviour, are you not of years to 
dispense with politeuesa? You 
ssn have no design upon her, you 
mow. You are a father yom'self 
>f daughters as she. Evermore is 
iarade and iibseiivii<uimess auapec- 
able: it must shew either a foolish 
lead, or a knavish heart. Assume 
UTB of conneq'ience therefore ; and 

Boa will be treated as a man of 
DiisequeDce. I have often more 
ithan half ruined myself by my 
complaisance; and, being afraid 
of control, have brought control 
upon myself. 

I think I have no more to say at 

i^resent. 1 intend to be at Slough, 

or on the way to it , as by mine lo 

'thelady. Adieu, honest M'Donald. 

H.L, 



1 
I 



CLAr.lSSA IIAliLOWE. 



Ah unhappy misunderstanding 
Slaving arisen between t!ie dearest 



may give fou, bat I will not, 
because Imight be thought partial 
to myself) ; and she refusing to 



if I thought she would not obligf 
me, I would defergoinguptotown 
for two or three oaya. He cares 
not to have me out of his sight: 
yet is impatient to solute my 
beloved as his niece before hedies. 
Thisl have promised to give bim 
ail opportunity to do: intending, 
if tbe dear creature will make me 
happy, toset out with her for this 
place directly from church. 

With regret I speak it of the 
charmer ot my soul; that irre- 
conciteabieness is her family-fault 
— the less excusable indeed inAer, 
as she herself suffers by it in so 
hi^b a degree from her own 
relations. 

Now, sir, as yon r'nlendfdto be 
in town some time before Thurs- 
day, if it be not too great an ia- 
couveuiencetoyou, Icouldbeglad 
you would go up as soon as pos- 
lible, for my sake: andthislthe 
nore boldly request, as I presume 
that a man who has so many great 
affairs of his own in hand as i " 
have, would be glad to be a 
certainty himself as to tlieda;^. 

You, sir, can so pathetically and 
justly set before her the unhappy 
consequences that will follow if 
the day be postponed, as well with 
regard to her uncle's diaaq^itit- 
ment, as to ftic \iasV yiu- ' 



t 
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sured me her mother is willing to 
take in the wished- for recoa- 
ciliation, that I have great hopes 
she will safFer herself to be pre- 
vailed upon. And a man and 
horBQ shall be in waiting to take 
your dispatches and hring them 

But if you cannot prevail in ray 



Harlowe, that it ia not my fault 
that he is not obliged. 

Your extremely obliged 
and faithful servant, 

K, LOYELACE. 



I HECEiyBD yours, asyourservant 
deairedme to acquaint you, lyien 
thismnrning. Horse and man were 
io a foam. 

linstantly equipped myself, as 
if come off from a journey, and 
poated away to the lady, intending 
to plead great affairs that I eame 
not before, in order to favour your 
antedate; and like wise to be in a 
Atircy to have a pretence to hurry 
hei- ladyship, and to take no denial 
for her giving a salts factor i/ return 
to yourraeasenger; hat, uponmy 
entering Mrs. Sinclair's house, 1 
found all in the greatest con- 
stemation. 

You must not, sir, be surprised. 
Jt is a trouble to me to be tbe 
i-elater of the bad news: but 8o \\} 
18 — tbe lady is gone off. Slie 



missed but half r 
I came. 



that they couolude it was by her 



They had sent, before I came, 
to my honoured masters Mr. 
Bolton, Mr. Mowbray, and Mr. 
Belford. Mr. Tourville ia out of 

High wordnarepasBing between 
Madam Sinclair, and Madam 
HortoDj and Madam Martin; as 
also with Dorcas. And yoor 
servant William threatens to hang 
or drown himself. 

They have sent to know if they 
can hear of Mabell, the waiting 
maid, at her mother's, who it 
seems lives in Chick Lane, West 
SmithGeld; and to an uncleof hers 
also who keeps an ale-house at 
Cow Cross, hard by, aud with 
whom she lived last. 

Your messenger having just 
changed his horse, iscomcDack; 
so I will not detain him longer 
than to add, tbatlam, with great 
concern for this misfortune, and 
thanka for your seasonable favour 
and kind mtentions towards me 
— ri am sure this was not my 
fault.] 

Honoured sir, 
YourmoBtobligedhumblci 
Pathiok M'oc 
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off! — Quite gone , by my soul 
I have not time far particulai 
your Bervant being going off. But 
jf I had, we are uot yet come to 
tbe bottom of the matter. The 
ladies here are all blabberiug like 
devila, aiicusing une another most 
confoundedly; nliiUt Bellon and 
J d — n them altogether in thy 

If thou shouldst hear tliat thy 
£ellow Will is taken deud out of 
Bome horse-pond, and Dorcas cut 
down from her bed's teaster, from 
dangling in her own garterB, be 
not BUrprised. Here's the devil 
to pay. Nobody serene but Jack 
Selford, nho is taking minuteB 
of examiuationa , accusatioDs and 
confessions, vtith the significant 
air of a Middlesex juatiee; and 
iutenda to write at large all parti- 
culars, I suppose. 

Iheartily condole with thee; so 
does Beltou. But it may turn out 
for the best: for she is gone away 
with thy marks, Inndersland. A 
foolish little devil! Where wil' 
8he mend herself? For nobody 
will look upon her. And they tell 
me that thou wouldst certainly 
have married her, had she staid. 
But I kuon thee better. 

Dear Bobby, adieu. If Lord M. 
will die now, to comfort thee for 
this loss, what a seasi'nabte 
would he makel Let's hai 
letter from thee. Prytheedo. Thou 
canst write devil-like to Belford, 
who shews ua nothing at all. 
Thineheartily, 

Rd. MoWBHilf. 



TnoDhaBtheardfroniM'Donald 
and Alowhray the news. Bad or 

§ood, I know not which thou'lt 
eem it. 1 only wish I could have 
given thee joy upou the same ac- 
count, before the unhappy lady 
was seduced from Hampstead ; for 
then of what an ungrateful villauy 
badst thou been spared the perpe- 
tratiou, which now thou hast to 






to town purely to servft 
thee with her, expecting that thy 
neit would satisfy me that I might 
endeavour it without dishonour. 
And at first when 1 found her 
gone, I half pitied thee ; for now 
wilt thou be inevitably blown up : 
and in what an eiecrable light 
wilt thou appear to all the world 
— Poor Lovelace! Caught in thy , 
own snares I Thy punishment »'\ 
but beginning ! 

But to my narrative ; for I Bttp~ 
poaethoneipectest all partioulars 
from me, since Mowbray has in- 
formed thee that I have been col- 
lecting them. 

" The noble exertion of spirit 
she had made on Friday night, 
greatly disordered 
that she wa^ not 



e very ill: but on Sunday 
morning, having dressed herself, 
as if designing to go to chureh, 
she ordered Mabell to get her a 
coach to the door. 
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waa punishable by death: aadK, 
them at their peril detain her. " j 

What a noble, what a r 
spirit has this ch arming creatu 
incaseBthatwilljuBtityai ' " 
of spirit! — 

"They answered, that Vit. 
Lovelace coaldprovohis marriage, 
and would indemnify them. And 
they all would hare vindicated 
their behaviour on Friday night, 
and the reputation of their house ; 
but refusing to hear them on 
that topic, she flung &om them 
threatening. 

'■ She then went up half a dozen 
stairs in her way to her own 
apartment; but, aa if she bad 
bethought herself, down ohe stept 
again, and proceeded towards the 
street parlour, saying, as she 
pasaed Dy the infamoua Dorcas, 
I'll make my aelfprotec tors though 
thewinduwBsuffer: but that wench, 
of her own head, on the lady'a 
going out of that parlour to Nus. 
Sinclair's, had locked the door, 
and taken out the key; ao that 
finding herself disappointed, she 
burst into tears, anil went sobbing 
and menacing up ^taira again. 
"She made no other attempt till 
shouldhaveany: thattheir present ^ the effectual one, your letters and" 
refusal was their own act and ' measagea , they auppose, coming 
deed: she saw the intent of their] so fast upon one another, (thougS 
back house, and the reason ofishewouldnotansweroneof them) 
putting; her there; she pleadedherigave Aer some amusement, and an 
condition and fortune; and said.jaasurance tof/itfm, that she would 
they had no way to avoid utter at last forgive you; and that then 
ruin, but by opening their doors'all would end as you wished. 
to her, or by murdering her, and "The women, in pursuance of 
burying her in their garden or your orders, offered not to obtrude 
ceWartooiJeep for detection; thatltheraselves upon her; and Dorcas 
lilrendy wiiat had been doaetoket i&W ^le^X. wA i&im Big,ht all the 



to obey her in every thing but the 
calling of a coach, or chair, or in 
relation to letters. 

"She sent for Will, and gave 
him the same command. 

" He pleadcdhis master's orders 
to the contrary, and desired to be 
excused, 

"Upon thia. down she went, 
heraelf, and would have gone out 
without observation; but fiuding 
the Htreet-door double locked, aud 
the key not in the lock, she stept 
in to the street parlour, and would 
have thrown np the saah to call 
out to the people passing by, at 
they doubted not: hut that since 
her last attempt of the samt 
nature, had been faateaed down. 

"Hereupon she resolutely step- 
ped into Mrs. Sinclair's parlour 
in the back-house; where were 
the old devil and her two partners: 
and demanded the key of the 
Btcect door, or to have it opened 
for her. 

"They were all surprised! but 
desired to be excused, and pleaded 
your orders. 
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nst of Sunday ; also Monday and 
Tueaday. But by the lady's co- 
deecenBiOD (eren to familiarity) 
Mabell, ther imugiDed tliat Bhe 
must be working iu her mind all 
that time to get away: tbey 
therefore redoubled their Cftutions 
to the wench; who told them ao 
Wtbfully all tbat passed between 
her lady and bor, tliat tbey bad no 
doubt of her fidelity to her wicked 

"Tis probable ahe might have 
been eontriviug Bomething ail this 
Ume; but saw no room for per- 
fecting any acberae; the con- 
triTauce by which she effected her 
BEMMpo seems to me not to have 
beenfallenupontill the very day; 
aiuce it depended partly upon the 
weather, as it proved. But it is 
evident abe hoped aoincthing from 
Mabelt's simplicity, or gratitude, 
or compaaaion, by cnltiyating all 
the time her civility to ber. 

"Polly waited on her early on 
Wednesday morning; and met 
with a better reception than ahe 
had rensiiH to espeot. She com- 

Eluned, however, with warmth of 
er confiuement. Polly said thern 
would be an happy end to it (if it 
wera a confiuement) next day, she 
presumed. She absolutely de- 
clared to the contrary, iu the way 
Polly meant it ; and said, that Mr. 
XiOvetace, on his relunt, [icikh 
liHikai an if she intended In ii'ait for 
it] should have reoeon to repent 
the orders he bad given, as iltei/all 
ehovld the observance of them : let 
him sendtweutyletters, abe would 
notanBwerone,betheconseque«ce 
what it would ; uor give him hope 



of the least favour, while she 
in tbat house. She had given 
Sinclair and themselves fair wai^i- 
iug, she said ; no orders of another 
ought to make them detain a free 
person: but having made an open 
attempt to qa, and been detained 
by them, site was the calmer, she 
told Polly; let \hem look to the 
consequence. 

"But yet she spoke this with 
temper: and Polly gave it as her 
opinion, [with apprehension for 
their own safety) that having so 
good a handle to punish them all, 
ahe would not go away if she 
might And what, inferred Polly, 
is the indemnity of a man who has 
committed the vilest of rapes ona 
person of condition; and must 
iumself, if prosecuted for it, eithec 
fly, or be bangedy 

" Sinclair [so I will still call her}^ 
upon this representation of Polly, 
foresaw, she said, t\e ruin of her 
/mtir house in the issue of this 
K/ranye business; and theinfamous 
Sally and Dorcas bore theirparta 
in the apprehension: andtbiaput 
them upon thinking it advisable 
for the future, that the atreet-door 
should generally iu the day-time 
be only left upon a bolt-latch aa 
they called it, which any body 
might open ou theinside; and that 
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ekev should be kept in the door; 



that th< 

goers, aa they called their guests, 
should be able to give evidence, 
that the might iiave ijime mil if she 
wtdil: not forgetting, however, to 
renew their orders to Will, to 
Dorcas, to Mabell, and the rest, 
to redouble th.eirNi^W-os&'i^'ifia 
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ocottflion to prevent lier escape; 
none of theoi doubting, a^ttlic aa 
time, that ber love of a man 
considerable in Iheir eyes, and the 
prospect of what nas to happen hs 
BhenadreasontobelJeveonThuTa- 
day, her uncle's birth-day, would 
(though perhaps not till the la'l 
hiiur, for her pride suie, wua the 
word) engage her to change her 

"They believe, that she dis- 
covered the key to lie left in tlie 
door ; for she was down more than 
once to walk in the little garden, 
and aeomed to cast her eye each 
time to the street- do or. 

■'About eight yeBterday morn- 
ing, an hour after Polly had left 
her, she told Mabell, she was sure 
she should not live longj and 
having a good many suits of 
apparel, which after her death 
wouldbeof nouse to anybody she 
valued, she would give herabrown 
lustring gown, which, with ""■"" 
nlteratious to make it more 
able to her degree , would a great 
while serve her for a Sunday wear; 
for that she (Mabell) was the only 
person in that house of whom she 
conld think without terror 
antipathy. 
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she had nothing to employ 
herself about, andifsbe could get 
a workwoman directly, she would 
look over hec things then, andgive 
her what she intended for her. 

"Hermisti'ess'Hmantean-maker 
the maid replied, bved but a littli 
ipajotf; ana she doubted not tbat 
abe coutd ptocuie her, or one oJiBawi, ito-wwift-visAsHmft^iShaut 



her joumey-wometk, to alter the 
gownout of hand. 

I will give you also , said she, 
a quilted coat ,_ which will require 
but little alteration, if any; for 
vou are mnch about my stature: 
Out the gown I will give directions 
about, because the sleeves and^ie 
I'obings and facingsmust be altered 
for your wear, being, I beliere, 
above your station ; and try if yon. 
can get the workwoman, and wa'Il 
advise about it. If she cannot 
come now, let her come in the 
aftemoonj but I had rather now, 
because it will amuse me. 

" Then stepping to the window, 
it rains, said she, [and so it had 
done nil the mornine]: slip on the 
hat and short cloa^ I have seen 
you wear, and come to me when 
you are ready to go out , because 
you shall bring me in something \ 
that I want. 

"Mabell equipped herself ac- 
cordingly, and received hec com- 
maiida to buy her some triflfiB, and 
then left her; but, in her way out, 
stept into the back parlour, where 
Dorcas was with Mrs. Sinclair, 
telling her where she was going, 
and on what account, bidding 
Dorcas look out till shccame back. 
So faithful was the wench to the 
trust reposed in her, and so little 
had the lady's generosity wrought 
upon her. 

"Mrs. Sinclair commended her; 

Dorcas envied her, and took her 

cue: and Mabell soon returned with 

.teau- maker's jouniey- 

(she was resolved, she 
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her;) and then Dorcas weut ol!' 

"The lady looked out the gown 
and petticoat, and before the work- 
vomon, caused Mabell to try it 
on; Hsd, that it might fit the better. 
made the willing weach puU ofi' 

It ou 

ebid 



apartment, aud 
before the pier-glass there, and 
stay till she came to them, to give 
them her opinion. 

"Mabell would have taken her 
own clothes, and hat, and short 
cloak withher: but her lady said, 
no matter; you may put them on 
^ain here, when we have con- 
sidered about the alterations: 
there's no occasion to litter the 

"They went and instantly, as 
it is supposed, shesliptonMabell's 
govn and petticoat over her own, 
which was wh[telustriug, and put 
on the wench's hat, short cloak, 
and ordinary apron, and down 
aha went. 

"Hearing somebody tripping 
along the passage, both Will and 
Dorcas whipt to the inner-hall 
door, and saw her; but, takingher 
for Mabell, Arc you going far,i 
MaheU? cried Will. 

" Without turning her face , or 
answering, she held out her hand, | 
pointing to the stairs; which they j 
oonstrucd aa a caution for them to 
look out in her absence; audi 
supposing she would not be long! 
gone, as she had nut in form 
repeated her caution to tliem, up, 
ireDtWill, tarrying at the Btaii'a] 



head in expectation of the sup- "I 
posed Mabell's return. 1 

"Mabell and the workwoman 
waited a good while, amusing 
themselves not disa^'eeably, the 
one with conlriving in the way of 
her business, the ouier delighting 
herself with her fine cown ana 
coat; but at last, wondering the 
lady did not come to them, IMabeU 
tiptoed to her door, and tapping, 
and not being answered, steptinto 
the chamber. 

"Will at that instant, from his 
station at the sCairsbead, seeing 
Mabell in her ladi/'n clothes; for 
he had been told of the present, 
[gifU to servants fiy from servant 
ux a minute] was very much 
lurpriaed, having, as he thought, 
just seen her go out in her nf/in; 
aud stepping up, met her at the 
door. How the devil can this be? 
said he: just now yon went out in 

iour own dress! How came you 
ere in this? And how could you 
Jaas me unseen? But neverthe- 
iss, kissing her, said, bewould 
now brag he had kissed his lady, 
or one in her clothes. 

"I am glad , Mr. WilUam , cried 
Mabell, to see you here so dili- 
gently. But know yoa where my 
lady IS? 

"In my master's apartoient, 
answered "Will. Is she not? Was 
she not talking with you this mo- 
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No, that's Mrs. Dolins 'a jour- 
ney woman. 

''They both stood aghast, as 
they said; Will again recollecting 
hehadHeenMabeIl,aa hethouttht^ ^^ 
go out m \iec onjti i^yCoie* ^M 
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wbile they were debating and 
wondering up cornea Dorcas with 

Jour fourth letter , juat then 
rougbt for her lady; uud seeing 
Mftbcll dressed out, (whom she 
had likewjae belield a little before, 
SB she eapposed, in her common 
clothes-,) she joined in the wonder; 
tillMahell, re-entering the lady's 
apartment, missed her own 
clothes ; and then snspecting what 
had happened, and letting the 
others into the ground of her sus- 
picion, they all agreed flat she 



accusation, and yuu slinuld 
done fkis, and ynu should have doni 
that, 03 alarmed the whole houae: 
every apartment in both honses 
giving up its devil , to the nnmbe- 
of fourteen or fifteen, iueludinj 
the mother and her partners, 

"Will told them Mx story; and 
theU ran out, as on the Oke oc- 
casiou formerly, to make inquiry 
whether the lady was seen by any 
of lie coachmen, cbairmeu, or 
porters, plying in that neighbour- 
hood; whileDorcas cleared hemelF 
immediately, and that at the poor 
Mabell'a expense, who made a 
figure as guilty as awkward , hav- 
ing on the suspected price of her 
treachery; which Dorcas, out of 
envy, waa ready to tear from her 



"Hereupon all the pack opened 
at the poor wench , wliile the 
mother, foaming at the mouth, 
bellowed out her orders for seizin} 
tiie aUBpected offender ; who couh 
neither he ieard in Iior own d( 



fence, nor, hail sho been heard, 
would have been believed. 

That sueh a perfidious wretch 
should ever disgrace her house, 
— T the mother's cry: ip'odpenpte 

Id be corrupted; but it was & 

! thing if such a house ae ben 
could not he faithfully served by 
cursed creatures, who were hired 
knowing the business they were to 
be employed in, and who had do 
pretence to prinaplel— D — n her! 
■etch proceeded — She had 
, ticnce with her! Call the 
cook, and call the scullion ! 

'They were at hand. 

'See that guilty pi/eba/l devil, 
was her word (her lady's gown 
upon her hack) — but I'll punisb 
her for a warning to all betrayen 
of their trust. Put on the great 
giidu'on this moment {an oath or 
acurseat every word]: mokeapi 
roaring fire — the clearer bring 
me this instant — I'll cut her into 
quarters with my own hands; and 
carbonade and broil the traitnn 
for a feast to all the dogs and cats 
in the neighbourhood , and eat the 
first slice of the toad myself, 
without salt or pepper. 

"The poor Mabell, frighted out 
of her wits, espected every mo- 
ment to he lorn in pieces , having 
half a score open clawed pawn 
upon her all atonce. She promiaed 
to confess all. But that all , wh£~ 
she had obtained a bearing, 
nothing; for nothing had ■*' 
confess. 

"Sally hereupon, with a a 
■ifnierci/, oi-dered her to ra' 
^undertaking that she and I 
'»iom\4 1 ' ' ■' 
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ftat tliej miglit be able to vrite 
|1lI1 particulars to his hnnour; and 
Shen if she coald not clear herself, 
[or, if guilty, give some account of 
'the lady, (whohadbeeaso in'He'l^ 
--to give them all this trouble^ so ] 
_. thej'might get hera^aia, tben| 
ike dearer anifthe gridiron might 
go to work with all her heart. I 

"The weneh , glad of this re-' 
irieve, went up staira, and while 
ially was laying out the law , and ' 
prating away in her usual dicta- 
torial manner, whipt on auother 
wn, and aliding down staira, 
laped to her relations. And this 
|lig[ht, which waa certainly more 
«wing to lernir thau.'/ui/;, was, in 
the faue Old Bailey construction, 
.made aconfirmationof the latter." 



t These are the particulars of 
'. Mias Harlowe's flight. Thou'lt 
!' hardly think me too minute. — 
' How I long to triumph over thy 

impatience and fury on the oc- 

caeion. 
I Let ine beseech thee, my dear 
I Iiovelace, in thy nest letter, to 
i rave most gloriously I ^ I shall be 

Srievoualy disappointed, if thou 
□at not. 
I Where , Lovelace , can the poor 
"lady be cone? And who can 
I describe tne dietreaa she must 
I be in? 

By thy former Icttera, it may 



uncles will not entertain her: her 
Norton is in their direction, and 
cannot: Mias Howe dare not. She 
has not one friend or intimate in 
town; entirely a stranger to it," 
And, let me add, haa been de- 
apoiled of her honour by the man 
for whom she made all thesa 
aacriSces; and who stood bound to 
her by a tnouaand oatha and vowa, 
to he her husband, her protector, 
and friend ! 

Uow stronff must be her resent- 
ment of the barbarous treatment 
she has received! Uow worthy of 
herself, that it has made her halt 
the man ahe once loveill And 
rather than marry hira , choose to 
expose hcT disgrace to the whole 
world; to forego the reconciliation 
with lier friends which her heart 
was so set upon: and to hazard a 
thousand evils to which her youth 
and her sex may too probably 
expose an indigent and friendleas 
beauty 1 

Kemembereat thou not that 
home push upon thee, iu one of 
the papers wnlteo in her delirium; 
hich however it suvoura 
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' dennessof her flight, moreclothes 
{, than those she had on. And thou 
1 knowest who once said*, herj 
k parents will not receive her: her 
\ 'Sou vvi. u. p. set- 



I will assure thee, that I have 
very often since most sorionsty 
reflected upon it; and aa thy in- 
tended second outrage convinces 
me, that it made no imprcaaion 
upon thee then , and perhaps thoii 
hast never thought of it si — ' 
will tranacribe the aentence. 

"If, aa religion teaches as, God j 
will judge us, in a great measure, I 
by our benevolent or evil outiomt 
to one another — wc'Ah.Vi,'£«k^ 
I think ttitft m WmaVtlteiSt* 
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how great muat be thy ei 

And IB this amiable doctrine the 
Mim of religion? Upon my faith, I 
believe it is. For, to indulge b. 
aerions thought, since we are not 
Atheists , except in practice, doei 
God, the Beixq of Beings, want 
any filing of na foraiHSBul And 
does he not enjoin us works of 
mercy to one another, as the 
means to obtain liis mercy? A 
sublime principle, and worthy of 
the Supreme SurKniKTESTiEHT a ~ "* 
FiTHEB of all things ! — But if ' 
are to be Judged by this noble 
principle, what, iniieetl, must be 
Ih;/ condemnation on the scor" ■" 
this lady only? And what n 
aud what all our cnnfralerniiy' . 
the score of other women: though 
we are none of us half so bad aa 
thou art. as well for want of incli- 
nation, Ihope, as of opportunity ! 

I must add , that as well for thy 
oirn sake, asfortheia'/</'«, I wist 
ye were yet to be married to each 
other. It is the only medium that 
can be bit upon to salve Ihc 
honour of both. All that's past 
may yet be concealed from the 
world, and from her relations; 
and thou niayest malic amends for 
allher sufferings, if thou resolvost 
to be a tender aud kind husband 

And if this really be thy inten- 
tion, I will accept with pleasure 
of a commission from thee, that 
shall tend to promote so good an 
end, whenever she can be found; 
that is to say, if she will admit to 
Aer presence amanwho pnoEeaBes 
• See p. 201. 



frlfludshiji tothee. Norcaulgive 
a greater demonstration that X am 
Thy aineere friend, 

J. Bei-voiu)- 
P. S. Mabell's clothes were 

thrown iuto the pi „_ _, 

morning; nobody kaofrB- 
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Friday. Juno 80. 

lAHruined, undone, blown up, 
destroyed, and wone than an- 
nihilated, that's certain! — Bnt 
was not the news shocking enondi^ 
dost thou think, without Sif 
throwing into the too weifh^ 
scale reproaches, which moa 
couldst have had no opportunity 
to make but fw my own volnnta^ 
communications? At a time tM, 
when, asitfallsout, Ihaveaiiotliec 
very sensible disaappointinent tU 
stru^le with? 

I imagine if there be sndi » 
thing as future punishment, it 
must be noneofthesraaUeBt morti- 
fications, that a new devil sfaoold 
be punished by a worse uld arte. 
And, TatetJial! a.ad,Tal.-elJiatlbi 
have the old satyr ery to the 

reaming sufferer, laying on with 

cat-o 'nine-tails, with a star of 
burning brass at the end of each: 

and, Pni- ifhni ! F'lr ir*«( ! — Vihv, 
if the truth may be fairly told mt 
not being so bad a devil as myself. 
Thou art, surely, casuist good 
enough to know (what I have 
insisted upon* heretofore) Ibitt 
of seducing a credulous 
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and easy girl , is as gresl 

of briiigiug to yaur lur 

EredalouB and watchful 01 

How. 



I ap- 
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'pearanee what J 
iinaj b&ve from -mii pen , let 
thee, that if auch a woman aa Mil 
JSftrlowe choae to enter into the 
aatriraoniat state, [I a«i resolced 
til itissajipoint thee in thy /nedilateil 
triumph over my roije a>i<! ilei-piiir !] 

and, accordiug to the old Pa- 
tliarc^al ayatem, to go on contri- 
buting to got sons nnd daughters, 
with no other view than to bring 
tkem up piously, and to be good 
and uaefui members of the com- 
monwealth , what a devil had she 
to do, to let her fancy nm a gad- 
ding after a rake? One whom she 
tntiobo bo a rake? 

Oh, but truly she hoped to have 

the merit of reclaiming him. She 

had furioed protty notions how 

r eharming it woukl look to have a 

I penitent of her own making dang- 

r ling at her side to church, through 

t an applauding iieighbourhood: 

I and, as their family increased 

I marohing with her thither, at thi 

( head of their boya and girls, 

processioually as it were, boaatii' ~ 

I of the fruits of their himsst rlesii; 

. as my good lord bishop has it 

bis hceiice. And theo, what a 

comely sight, all kneeling down 

together, in one pew, aeeordinf '" 

eldership, as we have seen 

cffigie, a whole family upon a< 

old monument, where the honest 

chevalier in armour is presented 

kneeling, with uplift hands, and 

lialf a dozen jolter-hcaded crop- 

eaj''d boys behind him ranged 



:(ep -fashion aceord- 
.nd size, all in the 
.. . _ , — facing hia pioua 

dame , with a ruff about her neck, 
and as many whey-faced girls all 
kneelbg behind her: an altar 
between them, and an opened 
book upon it: over their heads 
semi-lunary rays darting from 
gilded clouds, anrroundmg nn 
achievement-motto, in ccEto salus 
— orqnisa — perhaps if thevhavo 
happened to live the uaual mar- 
ried life of brawl and contra- 
diction. 

It ia certainly as much my mis- 
fortune to have fallen in with Mias 
Clarissa Uarlowe, were I to have 
valued my reputation or ease, as 
it ia that of Miss Harlowe to have 
been acquainted with me. And, 
after all, what have I done more 
than prosecute the maiims by 
which thou and I, and every rake, 
are governed, and which, before I 
knew thia laay, we have ]iursued 
from pretty girl to pretty girl, as 
^__. 1 . .... iij|„nta- 



1 






coaches and flying horses at a 
country fair — With a IV/i" ndes 
next! mo, -ides next! 

But herein the present case, to 
carry on the volant metaphor, (for 
I must either be merry or mad) is 
a pretty little Miss , just come out 
ofherhanging-aleevecoat,bronght 
to buy a pretty Lttle fairing; for 
the world, Jock, ia but a great 
fair, thou knowest; and, to give 
thee serious reflection forsoriou' 
all its toys but tinselled hobb^ 
ihoraes, gvU.gvti^cxVte.^, —■""" 



1 
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Ing-tnimpetii , painted druniB, and 
so forth. 

Now behold this pretty little 
Miaa skimming irom booth to 
booth, in a very pretty maonor. 
One pretty little fellow called 
Wyerly, perhaps; another jigeet- 
ting rascal called Biron, a third 
Himpering varlet of the name of 
Sjmmes, and a more hideous 
villain than any of the rest, with a 
long bag under bia arm , and 

Sarchment settlemeiits tagged to 
is heels, yeleped SoiraeB; pur- 
sue her trom raree-show to raree- 
show , shouldering upon one 
another at every turning, stop- 
ping when she stops, and set a 
spinning again when she inovcH. 
Aod thus dangled after, but still 
in the eye of her watchful guar- 
dians, traverses, the pretty little 
Miss through the whole fair, 
equally delighted and delighting; 
till at last taken with the invita- 
tion of the laced-hat nrat'ir, and 
seeing several pretty httle bib- 
wearers stuck together in the 
flying coaches, cutting safely the 
yielding air, in the one-go-up the 
other-go -down picture -of- the- 
world- vehicle , and all with as 
little fear as wit, is tempted to 
ride next. 

In, then, suppose she slily pops, 
when none nf her friends are near, 
her; and if, after two or three upsj 
and downs , her pretty head turns j 
giddy, and she throws herself out: 
of the coach when at its elevation, 
and BO dashes out her pretty little ' 
brains, mho can help it? — And 
would 70U bang the poor fellow, 
Those professed trade it was to 



set the protly Utile creatures 
a-flyiiig? 

'Tis true, this pretty little Miss, 
being a very pretty little Mia, 
being a very much-admired little 
Miss, being a very iTi">d bttleMiss, 
who always mindea her book , and 
had passed through her aamplec 
doctrine with high applause; had 
even stitched out in gaudy pro- 
priety of colours, an Abraham 



and knots, and trees, and the 
sun and the moon , and the seven 
stars , all hung up in frames 
with glasses before them, for the 
admiration of her future gi-and- 
children: who likewise was 
entitled to a very pretty little 
estate; who was descended from a 
pretty little family upwards of one 
hundred years gentilitj'; which 
lived in a very pretty little man- 
ner, respected a very little on thur 
own accounts, a great deal on 

For such a pretty little Hiss u 
this to come to so great a misfor- 
tune, must be a very sad thing; 
but , tell me , would not the loainp 
of any ordinary child, of any other 
less considerable family, of less 
shining or amiable qualities, havf 
been as great and heavy a loss to 
that family, as the losing thin 
pretty little Miss could be to hers? 

To descend to a very low in- 
stance, and that only as to prr- 
simalili/: hast thou any doubt that 
thy strong- muscled bony face was 
as much admired by thy mother, 
as if it had been the faoa of a 



ellow? And had thr picture been 
brawn, wonid sbe have forgiven 
painter , had he not eiprexsed 
lo esactly thy lineitmentB , as that 
*-rery one should have discerned 
e likeiieaa? The hnmlsfTne. like- 
!S8 is ali that is wiahed for. 
Jglineaa made familiar to ua, with 
he parlifility natural to fond 
iftrentH, will ba beauty all the 
rorld over. — Do thou apply. 



BcT.alas! Jack, all this Is but 
copy of my countenauce, drawn 
evade thy malice! — Though it 

thy unfriendly purpose to 

wnii, I cannot forbear to own it, 
tiat I an» stong to the very soul 
dth this unhappy — ncddeni, 
met I call it! — Have I nobody, 
Aoee throat, either for careless- 
Baa or treachery, I ought to cut, 
1 order to pacify my vengeance r 
"When I reflect upon ray /asf 
liqnitons intention , the first 
ntrage so nobly resented , as well 
HO far as she was able, so nobly 
luted, I cannot but conclude, 
bat I was under the power of 
iscination from these accursed 
Srces; who, pretending to know' 
heir own sex, would have it, that 
tiers is in every woman a yield- 
»g, or weak- resisting moment to 
e met with: and that yet, andi/e(, 
nd yel, I had not tried enough: 
inttb&t, if neither love nor terror 
^nld enable me to hit that lucky 
loinent, when, by help of their 
.ocnraed arta, she was nnre ouer- 
wme, she would be for ever 'wer- 
iijne; appealing to all my ex- 
leriencp, to all tny inowledge of 
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the sex, for juatifiontion of their 
assertion. 

My appealed-to experience, I 
own, was but too favourable to 
their argument: for dost thou 
think I could have held my pur- 

Eose againat such an angel aa this, 
ad I ever before met with a 
woman so much in earnest to 
defend her hononi aeainst the 
unwearied artifices and perseve- 
rance of the man she loved? Why 
then were there not mnrt? examples 
of a virtue bo immoveable? Or, 
why waa this singular one to fall 
to my lot? except indeed to i/iiu^e 
71'/ ff'iill; and at the same time to 
convince all that should hear her 
story, iliat there are ani/eii as well 
as devils in the flesh ? 

So much for confeaaion ; and for 
the sake of humouring my cc 
science ; with a view ukewiae 
disarm thy malice by acknowledg- 
ment: since no one shall say worse 
of me than I will of myself on this 



1 



One thing I wilt nevertheleas ] 
add , to shew the aineerity of n 
contrition — 'Tia thia, that if thou I 
canst by any meana find her out I 
within these three days, or any ] 
time before she has discovered, 
the stories relating to Captain 
Tomlinson and her uncle, to be 
what they are; and if thou canst 
prevail upon her to conaent, 1 will 
actually, in thy presence and bis i 
(he to represent heruncle) marry 

I am still in hopes it may bi 
— she cannot be long concealed 
— ■ I have already set a.U. Wi^ro-e* 
at work to ftuAViiit qu\.\ Msa.'A'ii 
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do, what indiffeeenl personE (iLiid, a boufire, rather fiiftn tHelusta 
no onu of licr friends, as thou ob-innd hs her clothes are return. ^ 
sCTTeat, will look upon her] will let the lady's bcpnttoherothen^ 
care to embroil tbemielyes with a. to be sent to her when it can be 
man of my figure, fortune, and. told whither — but not till I give 
resoiiition? Shew her this p8rt,!the word neither; for wemuetget 
then, or any other part of this, the dear fugitive back agaiu if 
letter, at th; own discretion, if poasible. 

thou canjtl find her: for, after all, 1 suppose that my atiipid vil- 
methinks, 1 would be glad that, lain, who knewnotauchagoddeBs- 
this affair , which is bad enough in shaped lady with a miea so noble, 
itnelf, should go off without woraej from the awkward and bent- 
personal eonaequencea to any shouldered Mabell, has been at 
body else \ and yet it iiins in my j Uampstead to see after her. And 
iniud,! know not why, that sooneri yet I hardly think she would go 
or later it will draw a few drops of; thither. He ought to go through 
blood after it; except she and ijeverj street where bula for lod- 
oan make it up between ourselves, ginga are up, to inquire after a 
And this may be anotlier reason jnew comer. Thehouaesof suchaa 
why she bbould not carry her re- deal in women's matters , and tea, 
BCntment too far — not tuat such jcofiee, and sucb like, are those to 
an .flffiair would give mo muchbe inquired at for her. If some 



caa, Will, or Mabell, appear in my 
sight, whatever their snperiors 
thinkfittodo. 

This, though written in cha- 
racter, is a very long letter, con- 
sidering it ia not a narrative one, 
or a journal of proceedings, like 
most of mv former; for such will 
unavoidably and naturally, as 1 



ever shall, 

Let me add, that the lady'a plot 
to escape appears to me uo eitra- 
ordinavy one. There waa mueh 
more luck than probability that it 
ahould do ; since , to make it buc< , 

ceed, it wasnecessary thatDoreas] _ „, - 

and Will, and Sindair and her may say, run into length. But I 
nymphs, abould be all deceived, have so used myself to write a 
or OS their guard. It belongs to greatdealof late, that 1 know not 
me, when I see them, to give them now to help it. Yet I must add to 
my boarty thanks that they were; its length, in order to explain 
and that their selfish care to pro- myself on a hint 1 gave at the 
vide for their own future security, beginning of it; which was, tb»tl 
should induce them to leave their have another diaappointmra 
latwarii door upon theEr bolt- besides this of Miss Haricn" 
latch, and be cura d to tliem. lew 

Mabell deeervca a pitcli sviittmd\ 



CIAniSSA HAHtOWE. 



the old peer, pnx of hi'a tough con- 
■Bitatigii, {for that malady woulrl 
lUiTe belped him on) has made 
ahift bj fire aud brimstone, and 
the devil knows nhat, to force the 
mnt to quit the counterscarp of 
SiB atomauh, just aa it had col- 
lected all ita Btrength, in order to 
■torm the citadel of bis heart. In 
iihort, tfaeyhave, by the mere force 
of atiiik-pota, hand-gratiadeB, and 
pop-giana, driven the slow-work- 
uig pioneer quite out of the trunk 
into the extremities; and there it 
Uea nibbling and gnttning upon 
)us great toe ; when ] had hoped a 
ftkir end of the distemper and the 
distempered. 

But I, who could write to tliee 
■of laudHuum, and the wet cloth, 
formerly, yet let lO.OOOJ. a-year 
riip through my (iogera, when I 
bad entered upon it more than in 
imagination, [for I had begun to 
'oek the stewards questions, and to 
|: bear them talk of fiuee and 
' renewals, and such sort of stuff,] 
deserve to be mortified. 

Tbou canst not imagine, bow 
' differently the servants, and even 
I mj cousins, look uponmc, since 
[ yesterday, to what they didbefore. 
[ Neither me one nor the other bow 
' or curtesy half so low — nor am I 
I aqnarterso often hiflvnoiir, and 
I gi'ur h-iU'iur aa I was within these 
few hours, with the former : and as 
to the tatter — it is cmigin again, 
with the usual familiarity, instead 
tofnV, andw, and, ift/1-uplea.ie, 
, Mr. Liioelare. Andnowtheyhave 
the insolence to congratulate me 

ion the recovery of tbeli'n('i/'"iW«; 
whiJeiara forced '"-"""' as much 
^^^^ 



cry my eyes out. 

1 had bespoke my mourning in 
imagination, after the example of 
a certain foreign minister, who, 
before the death, or even last 
illness, of Chnrlea II. ns honest) 
White Kennet tells us, bad half 
exhausted Blackwell UaU of ita 
sables ~ an indication, aa 
historian would insinuate , that 
Che monarch was to be poisoned, 
and the ambassador in the secret. 
— And yet, fool that Iwaa, I could 
not take the bint — what tlie devil 
does a man read history for , if be 
cannot profit by the examples be 
finds in it? 

But thus. Jack, is an obser- 
vation of the old peer's verified, 
thai line misfortune neldoia cornea 
alone: and so concludes 

Thy doubly mortified 

LoVEI^CB. 
LETTER LXX. 



■WedOESd*)' night, jDiia2B, 

Omce more have I escaped!- 
but, alas I Ijinvliesf self, have not 
escaped! — On! your poor Cla- 
rissa Hariowel Tiiu also will hate 
me, I fear 1 — 

Yet you won't, when you know 



allt 
Butn. 



self. You that C! 
ing to be ble- 
and go to re' 
own reflect! 
,brotfia,«E 



■e of myself! My lua 



I 
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veTsingwithsaJntA and angels, the if life is no cnrxe than ehequerr 
former only more pure than your- work, I must now have a little 
aelf , aa they have shaken off the whit^tocome, h a vingseen nothing 
encumbrance of body; yon shall but black, all UDchequered dismal 
be my subject aa you have long, ' black, for a great, great while. 
longbeenmy only pleasnre. And' * « * 

letme, at awful diatance, reverej Ami what Is all this wild in- 
my beloved Anna Howe, and in coherence for'? It is only to beg 
her reflect upon what her Clarissa to know how yon have been , aad 
Uarlowe once was! how you now do, by aline directed 

* * * Ifor Airs. Rachel Clark, at Mr. 

FoBQivB, forgive my rambling, i Smith's , ' 
*ly peace is deatroyed. My i 



^ shop, in KiBK 

Street , Coveiit Garden ; whicfi 
(allboQgh my abode is a secret to 
every body else) will reach lie 
hands of — Your tinhappij — but 
that's not enough — 

Your miserable 

Clarissa Hablowf. 



tellects are touched. And 
flighty nonsense must you read, if 
you now will voucbsafe to cor- 
respond with me, aafonnerly! 

O mv best, my dearest, my nnbj 
friend! What a tale have I to 
unfold 1 — But Btill upon se//", this 
vile, thia hated selft — I willahake 
it off, if possible! and why should 
J not, since 1 think, eicept one 
wretch , I hate nothing so much ? 
Self, then, be banished from sf//' 
one moment, (for I doubt it 'rili 
for no longer) to inquire after a Yon will wonder to receive a 
dearer object, my beloved Anna letter from me. I am sorry for 
Howel — Whose mind, all robed the great distress you seem to be 
in BpotlesB white, charms and in, such a hopeful young ladyaa 
irra(BateB — but what would I; yon were! But see what cornea rf 
say? — .disobedience to parents! 

\ For my part: although I pity 

And how, my dearest friend, |you, yet I much more pity your 
after this rhapsody, which on re- poor father and mother. Such 
perusal I would not let go, but to education as they gave you! such 
shew you what a distracted mind improvement as you made! and 



dictates 

•mi . 

That you . . 
covered, my dear, let me hear. 
That your mother is well, pray let 



you! 



such delight as they took ii 
— AndaUcometol 

But, pray miss, don't make my 
Nancy guilty of your fault; which 

that of disobedience. I haro 



...rayle 
ar, and hear quickly. Tbia otua^td Uct o 
COLofort aliTGly is owing to mc, iot ^iiQvsci^wtA'm'iiQ'&e.'flWsVat'sakda 



CLARISSA HABLOWB. 



3or 



BBchftgiddjBtep, It ia not to her j she saw it, nor fi 
TeputatioD, I am sure. You tneaA delight she is — a 
that I so charged her; yet yon go to your parents. — 
on correaponmog together to myl But you Beem to bo sensible 
very great vexation; for she hasi enough of your errors now. — So 
been very perverse upon it morelareaTl giddy girla, when it is too 
tban oace. Eoil MmmuiH'ca/i(»i,|liite; andwhatacreat-fallenfigure 
then do the conseqnencea oftheit 
Belf- willed obstinacy and head- 
atrongneBB compel them to 

I may say too much: only as 1 
think it proper to bear that testi- 
mony against your raabness which 
it behoves every careful parent to 
bear: and none more than 

Your eompaaaionating well- 
wisher, 

AKNiBELu. Howe. 

I send this by a special messenger, 
who has buBiueaa only as far as 
Baroet, because you ahall have 
no need to write again; know- 
ing how you love writing: and 
kiiowing likewise, that misfor 
limes make peuple plaintive. 



, you know the rest. 
Here, people cannot be nnhappy 
by themselves , but they must in- 
volve their friends and acquaint- 
^ance, whoae diacretion hoH kept 
■"---- -'Bar of their errors, into 
much unbappiness as if 
'they had run into the like of their 
;own heads! Thus ray poor 
daughter is always in tears and 
grief; and she has postponed her 
ra felicity, truly, because you 
e unhappy. 
' If people, who aeek their own 
/-ruin, could be the only sufferera 
• bytheir headstrong doings, itwere 
1 Eometbing:but,Omia3,miaalwhat 
l-havejoH to answer for, who have 
, made aa many srieved hearta as 
^ have known you r The whole sex 
is indeed wounded by you: for, 
I, who hut Miea Clariasa Harlowe 
■was proposed by every father and 
mother for a pattern for their 
daughters? 

I write a long letter, where I 
pnrposed to say butafew words; 
and those to forbid your writing to 
my Nancy; and this aa well De- 
cause of the false step you have 
made, as because it will grioveher 

roor heart, and do you no good, 
f yonlove her, thorefore writenot 
to her, Your aad letter came into 
my haudfl, Nancy being abroad: 
, and I shall not shew it her: for 
there will be no comfort for her, if 



pERHiTme, madam, to trouble 
you with a few lines, were it only 
to thank yon for your reproofs; 
which have nevertheless drawn 
fresh streams of blood fr 
bleeding heart. 

My story is a dismal story, 
haa circumatances in it that wi 
engage pitv, and possibly a judg- 
ment not altogether unfa vourablr 
were these circumstances kno' 



r reproofs; 
ess drawn 

jd from a ^ 

I story. It ■ 

that would ■ 

biyajudg- ■ 

favourable, ^| 

ces known. ^| 
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nil my buainess , to repeut of mj 
failingB, and aot eudeaYOur to ei- 
teunate the in. 

Nor will 1 eeek to distreas jour 
worthy mind. If / ainuut suffer 
alone, I will make as few parties aa 
I can in my Bufferings. And, 
indeed, I took up my pen with this 
reaoltttion when I wrote the letter 
which has fallen into yourhanda.] 
It was only to know, and thatfori 
a very particular reason, as well as . 
for affection unbounded, if my dear 
Miss Howe, from whom I had not 
heard of a long titne, were ill ; as I 
bad been told eke was; aud if so, 
how she now does. But my in- 
juries being recent, and my 
distresses having been exceeding 

Seat, self would crowd into my 
,teE. When distressed , tlie 
human mind is apt to turn itself to" 
every one in whom it imagined or 
wished an interest, for pity and 
consolation. — Or, to express 
myself better, and more concisely 
in your ovra words, misfurtuue 
mukes peiiple plainliee: aud to 
whom , if not to a friend , can the 
afflicted complain? 

Miss Howe being abroad when 
my letter came , I flatter myseif 
that she is recovered. But it 
would be some Batisfaetion to me 
to be informed if she has lieen ill. 
Another line fromy our hand would 
be too great a favour; but, ifyou 
will be pleaaed to direct any 
servant to answerjcs, ornrj, to that 
question , I will not be further 
troublesome. 

Nevertheleaa , I must declare, 
tJiht my Miss ifowe'3 fricndahi^ 
was all the comfort 1 had, or 



pectcd to have in this world; and 
a line &om her would have been 
a cordial to my fainting heart. 
Judge then, dearest madam, how 



._ __ obey it; althotieh I 

should have hoped, as welllroni 
the tenor of all that haa passed 
between Miss Iluwe and me, as 
from her established virtue , that 
ihe could not be tainted by evil 



, had c 



r two 



letters been permitted. 'rhis,how- 

over, lasknotfor, sincelthinkl 

have nothing to do, but to beg of 

Giod (who, I hope, has not yet 

withdrawn his grace from toe, 

although he is pleased to let loose 

Ilia justice upon my faults) to gnt 

me a truly broken spirit, if it be 

not already broken enough, and 

then to take to his mercy. 

The unhappy 

Clarissa Hahlowr. 

Two favours, good madam, I have 

to beg of you.- — The first; — 

that jiou will not let any of ray 

relations know that yon fa&ve 

heard from me. The otherl — 

that no living creatnre be sp- 

pnsed wbei'e I am to be heard 

of, or directed to. This is a 

point that concerns me, more 

than I can express. — In short, 

my preservation from furthw 

evils may depend upon it. 
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Stb&noe things have hupiioned 
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my Bervice (ao sorely agftinst mj 
■Will) and your pert fellow- servant 
flet over me. But that must be all 
forgotten now — 

How do you , my Hannah ? sre 
yoo recovered of your iliueas? if 
yon are, do yoti choose to come 
and be with roe? Or can you con- 
yenieatly? 

I am a very unhappy creature, 
Etnd, being among all strangers, 
should be glad to have yim with 
■me, of whose fidelity and love I 
have had so many acceptable 
'Rtancea. 

Livingordying, I will endeavour 1 
to make it worth your wliile, myi 
Hannah. 

If you are recovered , as 1 hope, I 
and if you have a good place, iti 
may be tiiey would bear with your' 
absence, and suifer somebody iu; 
your room fiirammtlh -r m: and, 
by that time, I hope to he provided 
for, aud you may then return to 
your place. 

Don't let any of my friends 
Imow of this my desire j whether 
you can eome or not, 

I am at Mr. Smith's, a hosier's 
and glove-shop, iu ICing-street, 
Covent O^rden, 

You must direct to me by the 
name of Rachel Clark. 

Do, mygoodHaniiah, come if 
you can to your poor young 
nustress, whn always valued you, 
andalwuys will whether you come 

I send this to your mother at St. 
Alban'a, not knowing where to 
direct to you. lietam me a line, 
that I may know what to depend 
upon; anill shall seeyou have not, 



en the pretty hand you. 
lUght, inhappy days, by ' 
Your true friend, 

ClABISSA ljABi.OWE. 

LETTER LXKIV- 



1 Hi VE not forgot to write, and* 
never will forget any thing yon, 
my dear yonng lady, was ao good 
aa to lam me. 1 am very sorrowful 
for your miafortenB, my deareat 
young lady; ao sorrowfnll, I do 
not know what to do. Gladd at 
harte would I be to he able to 
come to you. But indeed I have 
not been able to stir out of my 
rome here at my mother's ever 
siuce 1 was forsed to leave my 
plaae with a roomatise, which haB 
made me quite and cleoe helpless. 
I will pray for you night and day, 
my dearest, my kindest, . my 
goodest young lady, who have 
been so badiy uaed ; and I am very 
aorryleannotcome todoyoulove 
and earvioe ; which wiU ever be in 
tbe harte of mee todo, ifitwasin 



1 
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I ADDRESS myself to you after a 
very long silence, (which, how- 
ever, was not owing either to want 
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sire you to satisfy me in two or 
three points , which it behoves me 
to know, 

Myfatherond all the family, I 
aminfonnedjare tobeatmyuncle 
Qarlone'9 this day aa uaunf. Ji'ray 
acquaint me, if they have been 
there'' And if they were 
on the anui vera ary occasion? And 
alao, if you have heard of any 
jouruey, or intendedjourney, of 
my brother, in company with Cap- 
tain Singleton aod Mr. Solmes? 

Straiige thinga have happened 
to me, Taj dear, worthy, and 
maternal triend — very strange 
things I — Mr. Lovelace has 
proved a very barbarous 
grateful man to me. But, God be 
praised, 1 have escaped from him. 
Being among absolute strangers 
(though I think worthy folks) I 
have writteu to Hannah Burton to 
come and ha with me, If the good 
creature fall in your way, pray 
encourage her to come to me. I 
always intended to have her, she 
knoffa: but hopedto be inhappier 
circumijtancea. 

Say nothing to any of my 
friends that you have heard from 
me. 

Pray — do you think my father 
would be prev^led upon, if I were 
to supplicate him byletter,to take 
off the heavy curse he laid upon 
me at my going from Harlowe 
Place? I can espect no other 
favour from him; but that being 
literallyftilfiliedaBtomyprospeeta 
in thifl life, I hope it will be thought 
to have operated far enough; and 
mjheartia*' weak! 



THE HHTOHY OP 

Hake — what skiuld I say! — In- 
deed I hardly know how I i"i(jlii to 
express myself on this sad sub- 
ject 1 — Butit will give ease to my 
miud to be released from it. 

I am afraid !H^7)(iur,a9l used to 
call the good ereaturea to whose 
cheerful neeea si ties I was wont to ad- 
miniater by your faithful hauda, 
have missed me of late, bnt now, 
alaal I am poormjself. Itisuot 
the least aggravation of my fault, 
norof myregreta, that with such 
inclinations as God had given me, 
t have put it out of my power lo 
do t lie good I once pleased myself 
to think I was born to do. It is a 
sad thing, my dearest Mrs. Kotton, 
to render useless to ooraelves Bud 
the world, by our own raslmess, 
the talents which Providence hai 
entrusted to us, for the serviee of 
both. 

But these reflections are now 
too late; and perhaps I ought 16 
have kept them to myself. Let 
me however hope, that you love 
me still. Pray let me hopo that 
yoiido. Andthen,notwitlistaiiding 
my misfortunes, whicb hare mftde 
me seem ungrateful to the kind 
and trnly maternal painsyou bare 
taken with me from my cradle, I 
shall have the happiness to think 
that there is oiis worthy person, 
who hates jiot 

The unfortunate 
Clabisba Haklowb. 

Pray remember me to my foster- 
brother. I hope he continnet 
dutiful and good to you. 

u._, ..I.O...- ■—■^ -3 Bepleased to direct for Eaebel 

weail— Butfor my iatliet'a ou.m\ C:\B.t\.,o>.^&i.STOith's, iu King 



Street. Covent Garden. But 
keep the direction a,a absolute 
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Trill yoD iiot let me know 3,11 yi 
distreBaea? — Yet you have said 
«nDUgh ! 

My Bon is rery good to me. A 
few hours aco lie waa taken with 
^ feverish disorder. But I hope it 
Jrill go off happily, if his ardour 
^ca bosineaa will give bim the re- 
ecBB from it which bis good master 
is willing to allow him. He pre- 
sents his duty to you, and shed 
teara at bearing your sad letter 

Tou have been misinformed as 
fo your family's being at your 
tinele Harlowc's. They did not 
InteDd to bo there. Nor was the 
Say kept at all. Indeed, th^ have 
not stirred out, but to church, (and 

thatbut three timea)i ■"" 

day you went away. 
i^y for them , and for all 
Imow you! — To me, I am sure, I 
most particularly so ; — My heart I 
now bleeds more and more for! 

I have not hoard a syllable of| 
snch ajonrocy as you mention of 
your brother, Captaiu Singleton, , 
iind Mr. Solmes, There has been < 
aometalk indeed of your brotherj 
setting out for his northern I 
SHtates; butlhavenot beard ofit 
Jately. 



SOS 

1 am afraid no letter will ba re- 
ceived from you. It grieves me to 
tell you so, my dearest youiig 
lady. No evil can have happened 
to you which they do not ejipecl to 
hear of: bo great is their antipathy 
to the wicked man , and so bad is 
his oharacter. 

I cannot but think hardly of 
their unforgiveness : but there is 
no judging For others by one's aclf- 
Nevertheless I will add, that, if 
you had had us gentle spirits to 
deal with as your own, or I will be 
bold to say, as mine, these evils 
had neverhappened either to them 



cradle; audi doubted not bat lAa', 
with God's grace, would always be 
your guai'd. But jon could never 
be driven; nor was there occasiou 
to drive you — so generoua, so 
noble, so discreet — but how does 
my love of your amiable qualities 
increase my afQictioii; as these 
recollections must do yours I 

Vou are escaped, my dearest 
miss — happily , 1 hope — that is 
to say, with your honour — else, 
how great must be your distress ! 
— Yet from your letter I dread the 



it used to be, since you went from 
it. Then they are no relentless! 
And, as I cannot say harsh things 
of the beloved child of my heart, 
as well as honota , they do not take 
it amisn that 1 stay away. 

Your Hannah left her place ill 
some time ago; and, as sile is atlU. 



am afraid she continuea ill. If ho, 
as 70U are among etrangers, and! 
cannot encourage you at present 
to come iuto Ihexe parts , I shall 
think it my duty to attend you. 
(lot it be taken as it will) as soon 
as my Tommy's indisposition will 
permit; which I hope will be soon. 

I have a little money by me. 
You say you are pmir i/nutself — 
bow grievous are those words 
from one entitled and accustomed 
to afflueneel — Will you be ao 
good to command it, my beloved 
young lady? — It is most of it 
yoiir own bounty to oie. And I 
should take a. pride to restore it to 
its original owner. 

Your poor biessyou, and pray 
for you continually. I have so 
managed yonr last benevolence, 
and they have been so healthy, 
and have had stich constant 
employ, that it has held out; and 
will hold out, till the happier 
times return which I conlinnally 
pray for. 

Let me beg of you, my dearest 
young lady, to take to yourself all 
those aids, which good persons, 
like you, draw from hei 
support of their calamit 
your sufferings he what . ^ 
1 am sure you have been innocent 
in your intention. 80 do not 
despond. None are made to EuEFer 
above what they can, and therefore 
<iughl to bear. 

We know not the methods of 
Providence, nor what wise ends it 
may have to serve in its seemingly 
severe dispensations to its poor 
crea hires. 
Few persona have gieatei yco.- 



to say this than myself. 
And since we are apt in calamities 
to draw more comfort from ex- 
ample than precept, you will 
permit me to remind you of my 
)wn lot: for who has hadagreater 
ihare of afflictions than myself? 

To say nothing of the loss of an 
excellent mother, at a time of life 
when motherly care ia most 
wanted, the death of a dear father, 
who was an ornament t« his cloth, 
(and who had qualified me to be 
his scribe and amanuensis) just as 
he came within view of a prefer- 
ment which would have madebiii 
family easy, threw me frlendleiB 
into the wide world; threw me 
upon a very careless, and, which 
was much worse, a very unkind 
husband. Poor man! — But he 
was spared long enough, thank 
God, in a tedious illness, to repent 
of his neglected opportunities and 
his light principles; whicblhare 
always thought of with pleasue, 
although I was left the more de- 
stitute for bis chargeable illncM, 
and ready to be brought to bed, 
when he died, of my Tommy. 

But this very circumstanse, 
which I thought the unhappiest 
that 1 conld have been left in , (so 
shortsighted is human prudencel) 
became the hapjiy means of re- 
commending me to your mother, 
who, in regard to tny character, 
and in compassion to my very 
destitute circumstances, permitted 
me , aa I made conscience of not 
partingwithmypoor boy, tonnrse 
both you and nim , born within a 
tew da^a of each other. And I 
Xtaw^ tiCTCT KVd'ia «*»l\h4 MiY of 



CLARISSA HAHLOWE. 



307 



Nor haTe I kuown what a very 
great grief was, from the day of 
my poor husband's death, tilt the 
day that your parents toldmehotr 
much they were determined that 
you BhouldhaveMr.SoImes; when 
I was apprised not only of your 
aTersion to him, buthow unworthy 
he was of you; for then 1 began to 
dread the consequences of forcing 
BOgeneroua a spirit: and, till then, 
I never feared Mr. LoTelaee, at- 
tracting as was his person, and 
Recious his manneis and address. 
)r I was sure you would never 
bavebim, if hegareyounot ^ood 
reason to be convinced of his re- 
fonnation; nor till your friends 
■were as well satisfied in it asyour- 
self. But that unhappy misunder- 
standing between your brolher 
and Mr. Lovelace, and their 
joining BO violeutly to force you 
ii^on Mr. Solmgs, did all that 
miecbief, which has cost you and 
them so dear, and poor me all my 
[ peace! O what has uot this un- 
I grateful, this doubly-guilty man 
to answer for! 

Nevertheless you know not what 
God has in store for you yetl — 
Bat if you are to be punislied all 
TOUT days here, for example sake, 



e pleased to 



' your one false stej 
' consider, that tl 

state of probation; and if you have 

your purification in it, you will be 

' the more happy. Nor doubt I, 

' that you will have the higher 

[ tewaM7;e/-e«/Jiv' for eobmitting to 



the will of Providence here, with 
patience and resignation. 

Yousee, my dearest Miss Ciary, 
that I make no scruple to call the 
step you took a false one. Id i/ou 
it was less excusable thanit would 
have been in any other young 
ludy; not only because of your 
superior talents, but because of 
the opposition between yiiiij- cha- 
racter and Ms: so that if^ou had 
been provoked to quit your 
father's house, it needed not 
to have been with hi 
needed I, indeed, but t 
stance of my im'partial love, to 
have written this to you*. 

After this, it wiQ have an n 
kind, and perhaps at this time, 
unseasonable appearance, to c 
press my concern, that you have 
not before favoured me with a 
line. Yet if you can account to 
yourself for your silence, I dare 
say, 1 ought to be satisfied ; fori 
am sure you love me; as I both 
love and honour you, and ever 
will, and the more for your mis- 
fortunes. 

One consolation, methinks, I 
have, even when I am sorrowing 
for your calamities; and that is, 
that I know not any young person 
BO qualified to sbiue the brighter 
for the trials she may be exercised 
with : and yet it is a consolation 

■ Mrs, Norton haning only tbe family 



1 
I 



308 

tbat ends in adding to my regrets 
for vour afflictions, because you 
are Blessed with a tnind ao well 
able to bear prosperity, and to 
make every body round you the 
betterforit! - Wi^e mto him I 
this wretched, wretched mi. 

— But 1 will forbear till I know 

Ruminating on every thingyoui 
melancholy ktter suggests, and 
appreliendmg from the gentleness 
of your mind, tli 
yonr person, and your youth, the 
further misfortunes and inconve- 
niencea to which you may possibly 
be subjected; I cannot eoncludr 
without asking for your leave t( 
attend you and that in a very 
eameat manner — and 1 beg of 
yon not to deny me , on any c 
sideration relating to mysei/, _. 
even to the indisposition of mj 
uOier beloved child; if I can be 
either of use or comfort to you. 
Were it , my dearest young lady, 
bnt for two or tlu^B days, permit 
me to attend you, although my 
son's illneaa should increase, and 
compel me to come down again at 
theendof those two or threedays. 

— I repeat my retjueHt likewise, 
that you will command from me 
the httle sum remaining in my 
hands of your bounty to your poor, 
as welt as that diapensed to 

Your ever affectionate and 
faithfid servant, 

Judith NoitTOH. 
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freedom of this addreaa, from one 
who has not the honour to be 
personallyknowntoyoQ, although 
you must have heard much Of 
Clarissa Harlowe. It is only to 
beg the favour of a line fi^oroyoM 
lady a hip's hand (by the next poU, 
if convenient) in answer to UM 
following qnestions: 

1. Whether you wrote a letter, 
dated, as 1 have a memorandum, 
Wodn. June 7. congratuUtiog 
your nephew Lovelace on hii 
BupposeanMtiala, as reported 
to you by Mr. Spurrier, yoni 
ladyship's steward , aafromouB 
Captain Toralinson : — and in it 
reproaching Mr. Lovelace, M 
guilty of slight, &c. in not having 
acquainted your ladyship ana 
the family with his marriage? 

2. Whether your ladyship wrote 
to Mtas Montague to meet yea 
at Reading, in order to attend 
you to your couain Leesoa's in 
Albemarle Street; on your being 
obliged to be in town on your 
o/'i chcmceriz-affair, I remember 
are the words? and whether yoQ 
bespoke your nephew's at- 
tendance tnere on Sunday night 
the 11th? 

3. Whether your ladyship and 
Miss Montague did come to town 



H hired coach and four, your 
„.m being repairing, and took 
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creature whom you visited have over him: for if ever man 
there? [adored a woman, he ia that man, 

Your ladyship will ptobablyiand you, madam, are thatwoman. 
eueBs, that these questionsare cot MisaMontague, in herlastletfer 
asked for reasons favourable to | to me , in answer to one of muie, 
your nephew Lorelace. But bejinqmring if she knew from him 
the answer what it will, it can do UbetherTie could pall you bis, or 
him no hurt, nor me any good;|waa likely soon to have that 
only that I think I owe It to my, honour, las these words: "I 
former hopes (however deceived tnow not what t<) make of my 



1 



n them) and eren to charity, that 
n, of whom 1 was once 
to tliink better, should not 
prove so egregiously abandoned, 
aa to be wanting, in ei'eii/ instance, 
to that veracity which is an in- 
dispensable in the character of a 

fie pleased, madam, to direct to 
me (keeping the direction secret 
for the present) to he left nt the 
Belle Savage on Ludgate Hill, till 
called for. I am 

Yonr ladyship's most humble 
servant, 

Clabissa Hablowb. 



DEiB luiuu, Sfitaidif. Jul; 1. 

I t-iNii that all is not as it should 
be between yqu and my nephew 
Lovelace. It will very much afflict 
me, and all hifi friends, if he has 
been guilty of any designed 
baseness to a lady of your cha- 
racter and merit. 

We have been long in eipec- 
tation of an opportunity to con- 
gratulate you and ourselves upon 
an event most earnestly wished 
forty us all; since all our hopes of 
im are built upon the power jyou 



Lovelace, as to the point 

S)ur ladyship is so earnest about, 
e sometimes says he is actually 
married to Miss CI. Harlowe: at 
other times, that it is herown fault 
ifhobenot. — He speaks of her, 
not only with love, but with re- 
verence; yet owns, that there is a 
misunderstanding between them; 
but confesses that she is wholly 
faultless, An angel, and not a 
woman, hesay8sheis:aRdtbatno 
man Hving can be worthy of 

This ia what my niece Monta^pie 

God grant, my dearest young 
lady, that he may not have so 
heinously offended you, that you 
cnnimf forgive him! Ifyouarenot 
already married, and refuse to be 
I shall lose all hopes that he 
will marry, or he the man I 
wish him to be. So will LordM. 
So will Lady Sarah Sadleir. 

1 will now answer your ques- 
tions: but indeed I hardly know 
what to write, for fear of widening 
still more the unhappy difference 
between you. But yet such a 
young lady must command every 
thing from me. This then -'- - - 
answer. 
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I wrote not any letter to him 
orabout theTthof June. 

Neither I nor my steward Iinow 
Bach a man as Capt. TamlinBon. 
it to my niece to meet 



me at Headin, 



rtoa 



i 



n Leeson'i 
in town. 
Mj chancery-affair, though lilie 
most chancery-Bfiairs , it be of 
long standing, ia nsverthelt 
now iu Bo good a way, that 
cannot give m( 

Nor have I been 
months: nor at Hampstead for 
several years. 

Neither shall 1 have any tempta- 
tion to go to town, except to 
paymy congratulator" " " 
ments to Mrs. Lovej 
which oecaaion I should go 
withthe greatest pleasure; and 
should hope tor the favour of 
your accompanying meto Glen- 
bam Hall, for a month at least. 

Be what will the reason of your 
inquiry, let me entreat you, my 
dear young ladv, for Lord M. s 
sake; for my sake; for this giddy 
man's sake, soul as well as body; 
and for all onr family's sakes ; not ', 
to suffer this answer to widen 
differences so far as to make you 
refuse him, if he already has not. 
the honour of calling you his; as 
I am apprehensive he has not, by 
your signing by your family- 

And here let me offer to you my 
mediation to compose the differ- 
ence between you, be it what H 
will your cause, my dearyowng'^ 



lady, cannot be put into the hands 

of any body living more devoted 

to your service, than into those of 

Your sincere admirer, and 

humble servant , 

KuZ. XlAWBESGE. 

LBTTEK LXXIX, 



I AH uuder a kind of necessi^ 
to write to you, having no one 
among my relations, to whom 1 
dare write, or hope a line from if 
I did. It is but to answer a quei- 
tion. It is this : 

Whether you know aueh a man 
as Cant. Toinlinson? And if ywi 
do, whether he be intimate with 
my uncle HarloweV 

I wilt describe his person , lest, 
possibly, he should go by another 
name among you; although 1 
know not why he should. 

"He ia a thin, tatlish man, a 
little pock-fretten; of a sal lo wish 
complesion. Fifty years of age, 
or more. Of a eood aspect whea 
he looks up. He seems to be ■ 
serious man, and one who knows 
the world. He stoops a little in 
the shonldera. I^ of Berkshire. 
His wife is of Orfordshire; and 
has several chiidren. He removed 
lately into your parts from North- 
amptonshire." 

I must desire you, Mrs. Hodges, 
that you will not let my uncle, nor 
any of my relations , know that 1 

You used to say, that yonwc 
be glad to have it in your pOI 



i 



in my proaperity. Bat I dare say, 
you will not refuse me in a par- 
ticular that will oblige me, without 
hurting yourself. 

I understand, that my father, 
mother, and sister, and 1 presume, 
my brgther, and my uncle Antony, 
axe to be at my uncle Harluwo'e 
thio day. God pteBerve them all, 
and may they rejoice in many 
happy birth-dayal You will write 
NX words to me concerning their 
healths. 

Direct, for a particular reason, 
to Mra. Dorothy Salcomb, to be 
left till called for, at the Four 
Swans Inn, Bishopegate Street. 

You know my hand- writing well 
enough, were not the contents of 
the letter suliicient to excuse my 
name, or any other subscription, 
than mat of 

Yonr friend. 



CtARTHeA HARLOWE. 
whirfore I 
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I KSTijBN yon an answer, as you 
wish me to doe. Master is ac- 
quented nitb no sitch laau. I am 
Ehnre no sitch ever came to our 
house. And master aturs very 
little out. He has no harte to stur 
out. For why? Your obstinacy 
makes uin not care to see one an- 
other. Master's birth- day was 
never kept soe before: for not a 
sole here; and nothing butsikeing 
and sorrowin from master to think 
how it yused to bee. 

I axed master, if soe bee he 
knowed sitch a man as one Cap- 
tain Tomlinson? But said not' 



.the. 



He sed n< 



Shure this is no tris nor forgary 
hi-uing against master by one 
Tomhnson — won knows not what 
company you may have been for- 
aed to keep , sen yon went away, 
you knoe, maddain. Excuse me, 
maddam ; but Luiidon is a pesti' 
lentplase; and that Squire Luve- 
leas IS a devil (for all he is sitch a 
like gentleman to looke to) as I 
hev heard every boddy say; and 
think as how you have found by 

mnddam, you wulde 
not let master cum to harme, if 
you knoed it, by any body who 
may pretend to be accjuenf ed with 
him : but for fere , I querid with 
myself if I sliulde not tell him. 
Bat I was willin to show you , that 
1 wulde pleasure yon in advarsity, 
if advarsity be yonr lott, as well 
prosperity; for I am none of 
that wonlde doe otherwiss. 
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eirom 



Your humble sarvant, to wish 
you well , 

Sarah Hodoeh. 

lett eh lxxxi. 

IsB CI, HnrluwHlo Lady Belly Lawrence. 
UADAU, Monday, July 3. 

I ciMKoT e.tcuse myself from 
giving your ladyship this 
trouble more; to thank you, 
most heartily do, fur your kind 
letter. 

{on, madam, that 
eing related to 
ladiea aa eminent for their virtue 
aa for theii ieactvA , •««* ^^ 'o«,'*» J 



SIS 
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no small inducement with mo tc 
lend an ear to Mr. Lovelace's ad- 
dresfl. And the rather, as I wai 
determined , had it come to effect, 
to do every thing in my power to 
deserve your favourable opinion. 
I had another motive, which 1 
knewwouldof itseif give me merit 
with your whole family; a pre- 
sumptuous one, (a punishably 
preauraptnousoiieaa it has proved) 
in the nope that I might be an 
humlile means in the hand of 
Pi'ovidence to reclaim a man, who 
had, aa I thought, good sense 
enough at bottom tobereclaimed ; 
or at least gratitude enough to 
acknowledge the intended obliga- 
tion, whether the generous hope 



But I have been moat egre- 
giously mistaken in Mr, Lovelace; 
Uie only man, I persuade myself, 
pretending to be a gentleman, in 
whom I could hare been so much 
mistaken; for while I was en- 
deavouring to save a drowning 
wretch , I have been , not acciden- 
tally, but premeditatedly, and of 
set purpose, drawn in after him. 
And he has had the glory to add 
to the list of those he has ruined, 
anamc, that I will heboid to say, 
would not have disparaged his 
own. And this, madam, by means 
that would shock humanity to be 
made acquainted with. 

My whole end is served by your 
ladyship's answer to the questions 
I took the liberty to put to you in 
writing. Nor have 1 a wish to 



odious to you 



to excuse myself for absolutely 
declining your offered mediation. 

When your ladyship shall be 
informed of the fnltowing parti- 
culars; 

That, after he had compulsa- 
turiiy, as I may say, tricked me 
into the act of going off with him 
he could carry me to one of the 
vilest houses, as it proved, in 
Xjondon: 

That he could be guilty of a 
wicked attempt, in resentment of 
which, 1 found means to escape 
from him to Hampstead : 

That, after he had found meont 
there, (I know not how) he could 
procure two women, dressed out 
richly, to personate your ladyshiji 
and Miss Montaguei who, undet 
pretence of engaging me tnmake 
a visit in town to your cousin 
Leeson, (promising to return with 
me that evening to Hampstead) 
betrayed me back again to the 
vile house; where, again made s 
prisoner, 1 was first robbed of my 
senses; and then of my honour. — 
Why shouldl seek to cooceal that 
disgrace from others, which I 
canuot hide from myself? 

When your ladyship shall 
know, that, in the shocking pro- 
gress to this ruin, wilful false- 
hoods, repeated forgeries, (parti- 
cular!y_ of one letter from your 
ladyship, another from Mias Mon- 
tague , and a third from Lord M.) 
and numberless perjuries, were 
not the least of his crimes: you 
will judge, that I can have 
principles that will make 
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leharacter, if I could not from my 
eoni declnre, that sach an alliance 
can never n"vi take place. 

I will not offer to clear myself 
enttreEj of blame: bnt, tistolihn, 

' I have no fault to Hccuse layaelf 
of. My crimewSB, thaeorrespond- 
ing with him at first, when pro- 
hibited so to do by those who had 
A right to my obedience; made 
still more inexcusable, by giving 
liini a clandestine meeUng, which 
put me into the power of his arts. 
And for this, I am content to be 

Euniabed: thankful, that atlastl 
ave escajted fi'om him : and have 
it in my power to reject bo wicked 
a man for my husband -. and glad, 
if I m!^ be a warning, since I 
cannot be an example: which once 
{very vain, and very conceited as 
I I wasj I proposed to mjcself lo be. 
All the ill I wish hint is, that 

I he may reform ; and that I may be 
the last victim to his baseness. 
, Perhaps this desirable wiah may 
I be obtained, when he shall see 
' how hiswickedneaa, hiannmerited 
' wickednessl to a poor creature, 
made friendless by his cruel arts, 
] will end. 

1 I conclude with my humble 

thanks to your ladyship , for your 

fftvoarable opinion of mc; and 

' withtheassurance, thatl willbe, 

, while life is lent me, 

Your ladyship E grateful and 
obliged servant, 

CLiHISBA Hahlowe. 



LETTER LXXXn. 



How kindly, my beloved Mrs. 
Kort«n , do you sooth the anguish 
of a bleeding hearti Surely you 
are my own mother : and by some 
unaccountable mistake, I must 
have been laid to a family , that 
having newly found out, or at 
least suspected the imposture, 
cast me from theirhcarts, with the 
indignation that such a discovery 
will warrant. 

that I had been indeed your 
own child, bom to partake of 
your humble fortunes, an heiress 
o[ily to that content in which you 
are so happy 1 Then should I have 
had ft Oufii gentle spirit to have 
guided my ductile heart, which 
force and ungenerous usa^ ait so 
ill upon: and nothiugof what baa 
happened would have been. 

But let me take heed, that I 
enlarge not, by impatience, the 
breacli already made in my duty 
by my rashueaa! since had I|not 
erred, my mother, at least, could 
never have been thought hard- 
hearted and unforgiving. Am I 
not then answerable, not only for 
my own faults, but for the conse- 
quences of them; which tend 
depreciate and bring disgri 
upon a maternal character, never 
before called in question? 

It is kind| however in yo' , 
endeavour to extenuate the fault 
of one so greatly sensible of it: 
and could it be wiped off entirely, 
it would render me more woctb.^ 



1 
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edncatioii:forit must add to your 
?rief, as it does to m^ eoniiision, 
that after Buch promiBing begiii- 
□inga , I should have so behaved, 
as to be a disgrace iniitead of 
a credit to you and my other 
Mends. 

But that I may not make you 
think me more guilty than I am, 
give me leave briefly to assure 
you, that when my story is known, 
I shall be entitled tomorecompas- 
sion than blame, even on the 
score of going away with Mr. 
Lovelace. 

Ab to all that happened after- 
wards, let me only any, that al- 
though I must call myself a lost 
creature as to this world, yet I 
have this consolation left me, that 
I have not suffered either for want 
of circumspection, or through 
credulity, or weakness. Not one 
moment was I off my guard, or 
unmindful of your early precepts. 
But (having been enabled to 
baffle many Dasc contrivances) 1 
was at last ruined by arts the moat 
inhuman. But had I not been 
rejected by every friend, this low- 
hearted man had not dared, nor 
would have had an opportunity, 
to treat me as he has treated me. 

More I cannot, at this time , nor 
needl,say: and this I desire you 
to keep to yourself, lest resent- 
ments should be taken up when I 
am gone, that may spread the evil 
which I hope will end with me. 

1 have been misinformed, you 

say, as to my principal relations 

beingatmy uncleliarlowe'a. The 

(Jay, /ou say, was not kept. Nut 

I bare my brother and Mr. So\tiief 



astonishing! — What compli- 
cated wickedness has this wretch- 
ed man to answer for! — Were 
I to tell you, you would hardly 
believe tibero could have been 
such a heart in man. — 

But one day you may know ray 
whole story ! — At present I have 
neither inclination nor words — 
my bursting heart! — Yet s 
happy, a wished relief — wereywi 
present my tears would supply the 
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E my pen. 



letter will 
But ww't 
II eipect every 
thing bad — and such is m^ dis- 
tress, that had you not bid 014 
hope for mercy from the throne of 
mercy, I should have been afrud 
that my father's dreadful ctusa 
would be completed with regard 
to both worlds. 

Foe here, an additional mis- 
fortune; — in a fit of frensical 
heedlessness , I sent a letter to mv 
beloved Miss Howe, without recol- 
lecting her private address; and it 
has fallen into her angry mother's 
bands; and so that dear friend 
perhaps has a-new incurred dis- 
pleasure ou my account. Aud 
here too your worthy son is ill; 
and my poorHannah, you think, 
cannot come to me — my dear 
Mrs. Norton ieIU you, con you 
censure llioae whose resentmentd 
against me Heaven seems to ap- 
prove of; and will you acquit jk«r 
whom that condemns? ^H 

Yet you bid me not despond.^^l 



CEABISSA H;VRLOWE. 



^deed, most seasonable consola-i 
fioa. has your kind letter afforded 
jne. — Yet to God Almighty do 1 ] 
appeal, to avenge my wrODgs, and 
Ymdicate my inno 

But hushed be my Gtorm^pas-I 
none ! — Have I not but this mo- 1 
hient said that your letter gai 
iCOusolation? — May (Anxe be . .. 
»iTen, who hinder my father from 
w>rgiying mel — And this, as to 
iAc7», sball be the harshest thing 
.that shall drop from my pen. 

But although your son should 
icecoTer, I charge you, my dear 
Vrs. Norton, thatyoudonoCthink 
of coming to me. I don't know 
irtill. but vour mediation with] 
Inother (altbough at present yi 
jnterposition would be so little 
■plittended to) may be of use to pro- 
iQure me the revocation of that 
loost dreadful part of my father's 
.iEnrse, which only remains to be 
itulfiUed. The voice of nature 
itDust at last be heard in my fa- 
■voni, 6urely. It will only plead at 
^ini to my friends in the still, 
conscious plaintiveness of ayouug 
'(md unhardened beggar. But it 
*ill grow more clamorous when I 
bare the courage to be so, and 
Uiall demand, perhaps, the pa- 
ternal protection from further 
jnixa\ and that forgiveness, which 
^ose will be little entitled to ex- 
pect, for their own faults, who 
shall interpose to have it refused 
to me) for an accidental, not a 
premeditated error: and which, 
|)ut for them, I had never fallen 

into. 

Butagainimpatiency, foanded 



And write I will as often as 
stand in need of your counsel. 
Then the people I am now wit 
'.m to be both houest and hi 



perhaps o 

briefly say , that it is 
necessary to my present and fu- 
ture hopes, that you keep well 
with my family. And moreovei', 
should you come , I may be traced 
out by that means by the most 
abandoned of men. Say not then, 
that you think you ought to come 
up to me, kt it be lalcenasil n-iU: 
— for mil sake let me repeat (were 
my foBterbrother recovered, as I 
hope he is) you must nut come. 
" your advice, while 
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i there 
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house a widow-lodger, oflowfor- 
tuncH, butofgreatmerit:— almost 
such another serious and good 
an, as the dear one to whom 
now writing; who has, as she 

_,_, given over all other thoughts 

of the world, but such as shall 
assist her to leave it happily. — 
Howsuitabletomy own views! — 
There seems to be a comfortable 
providence in this at least --- so 
that at present there is nothing of 
exigence; nothing that can regniVe 
en exfuse, yourcoming, when 
any better ends may be an- 
swered by your staying where you 



and then, my dear Mrs. 
Norton — and iheu, 1 will bespeak 
it, and embrace it with my whole 
heart — and then, will it not be 
denied mc \f3 vx.^ ^oi-j . 



I 
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You are ve^ otligiae in your 
offer of money. But although 1 
was forced to lenve my clothes 
behind me, yet I took several 
things of value nith me, which 
will Keep me from present want. 
You'll say 1 have made a miser- 
able hand of it — so indeed I have 
^ and, to look backwards 
very little while too. 

Bntwhat shall Ido, if my father 
cannot be prevailed upon tJD recal 
his malediction? my dear Mrs. 
Norton, what a weight must a 
father's curse have upon a heart 
BO apprehensive ae mine! — Did 
I think 1 should ever have a./alheri' 
curse to deprecate? And yet, only 
that the temporary part of it ia ao 
terribly fulfilled, or I should be as 
earnest for its recal, fornijfalher'a 
sake, as for my own ! 

You must not be angry with 
me, that I wrote not to you be- 
fore. You are very right and very 
kind , to say yon are sure I love 
you. Indeed I do. And what a 
generosity [so like yourself!] is 
therein your praise, to attribute 
to me more than I merit , in order 
to raise an emulation in me to 
itesei-oe your praises 1 — You teli 
me what you eipeet from me in 
the calamities I am called upon to 
bear, May I behave answerablyl 

I can a little account to myself 
for my silence to you, my kind, 
my dear maternal friend ! How 
equally sweetly and politely do 
you eipreaa yourself on this occa- 
sion! 1 was very deairous, for 
_your sake , as well as for my own, 
that yoa should have it to aaj, 
list we did not con-espoud-. \iw 
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they thought we did, every TTOrd 
you could have dropt in my 
favour, would have been r^ected; 
and my mother would have been 
forbid to see you, ox to pay any 
regard to what you should say^, 

Then 1 had sometimes bettn 
and sometimes worse prospeets 
before me. My worst would only 
have troubled you to know: my 
better made me frequently hope, 
that, by the next post, or the 
next, and so on for weeks, Ishoold 
have the best news to impart to 
you, that iA«i could happen: cold 
as the wretch had made my heart 
to Ikat he.tl. — For how conM I 
think to wriletoyou, withacon- 
feaaion that I was not married. 
yet lived in the house (nor conla 
I help it) with such a mam? — 
Who likewise had given it outto 
several, that we were actualbf 
married, although with restric- 
tions that depended on the recon- 
ciliation with my friends? and to 
disguise the truth, orbegnil^of 
a falsehood cither direct or eqiu- 
vocal, (AaJwaswhat you had never 
taught me. 

But I mi^ht have wri tten to you 
for advice, m my precarious situa- 
tion, perhapsyou will think. But, 
indeed, my dear Mra. Norton, I 
was not lost for want of advice. 
And this will appear clear to yon 
from what I Lave already hinted, 
were I to explain myself no 
further: — for what need had the 
cruel spoiler to have recourse to 
unprecedented arts— I will speak 
out plainer still fbut vou tnuet 
lUQt at present report it) to stnpe- 
LXtjva?, ^ii^<j^ia, ftxA Vi (lie moat 



CLAEISoA nARLOWE. 



ratal and outrageouB force , had 
been wanting in my duty ? 
A few words more upon this 
jfrievoua subject — 

When I reflect upon till that 
koM happened to me, it is ap- 
parent, that this generally sup- 
aoBedlhoiiijhllesssedaeetiias acted 
tty me upon a regular ajid preoon- 
^rted plan of villaiDy. 

In order to get his vile plots in 
iaotion, nothing was wanting from 
the first, but to prevail npon me, 
tjtfaer b^ force or fraud , to throw 
myself into his power: and wheu 
Hlis was effected, nothing less 
^an the intervention of the pater- 
hal aathority (which I had not 
deMrved to be exerted in my be- 
balf) could have saved me frooi 
ttie effect of his deep raachina- 
^Ons. Oppoaitlou from any other 
quarter would but too probably 
nhave precipitated his barbarous 
L^d ungrateful violence: and had 
h/ou j/ourself been with me, Ihave 
KEeaaon iimn to think, that some- 
Ihow or other you would have 
t miffered in endeavouring to save 
Tme: foi never was there, as now 
ll B6e, a plan of wickedneBs more 
P»teadjly and uniformly pursued 
KlJian his has been, against an un- 
Ehappyereaturewho merited better 
Fof Aim.- but the Almighty baa 
[thought fit, according to the 
Tgeneral course of his providence, 
Ito make the fault bring on its own 
Epuniahment: but surely not in 
Eeonsequence of my father's dread- 
Hal imprecation, "that I might be 
rpunisDed here" [0 my mamma 
Klortonpray with me, if so, that 



I am sony for ycur sake to 
leave off so heavily. Yet the rest 
must be brief. 

Let me desire you to be secret 
in what I have communicated to 
you: at least till you have my 
consent to divulge it. 

God preserve to you your more 
faultless child! 

I will hope for His raercT, al- 
though I should not obtain tnat of 
any earthly person. 

And 1 repeat my prohibition: — 
you must not think of coming 

Your ever dutiful, 

Cl. tlAELOVre. 

The obliging person , who left 
yours for me this day, promised 
to call to-morrow, to see if I 
should have any thing to return, 
I would not lose so good an op- 
portunity. 



1 



Mpnday night, July 3. 

THE barbarous villainy of this 
detestable man! And is there a 
manin the world, who could offer 
violence to so sweet a, creature ! 

And are you sure you are now 
out of his reach? 

You command me to keep se- 
cret the particulars of the vile 
treatment you have met with: or 
else, upon an unexpected visit, 
which Miss Harlowe ttt.vQMied,-a«i _^ 
with , BOQti alVw \ ^v^^.*. YS-i^iKs** 
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ronr melancholj letter, I should 
bave been tempted to own that J 
had bcSiTd from you, and to have 
coramuniuated to her such parts 
of your two letters as would have 
demonstrated your penitence, and 
your earaestness to ohtain the re- 
vocation of your father's male- 
diction, as well as his protection 
from outrages that may still be 
offered to you. But then your 
Bister would probiibly have ex- 
pected a sight of your letters, and 
even to have been permitted to 
take them with her to the family. 
Yet they munt one day be ae- 
C[uainted with the sad Etory: and 
It ia impossible bat they mnat pity 

eu, and forgive you when they 
ow your early penitence, and 
your unprecedented aufferines; 
and that you have fallen by the 
brutal force of n barbarous ra- 
■riaber, and not by the vile arts of 
a seducing lover. 

The wicked man gives it out at 
Lord M.'s, as Miss Harlowe tells 
me , that he is actually married to 
you — yet ahe believes it not ; nor 
hadlthebearttolether know the 
truth. 

She put it close to me, whether 
I had not corresponded with yon 
from the time of your going away ? 
I could aafely tell her (as I did) 
thatlhadnot: but I said, that! 
was well informed, that you took 
extremely to heart your father's 
imprecation; andthatif she would 
escuse me, I would say, it would 
beakind and sisterly part, if she 
would use her interest to get yon 
diBcb&Tged from it. 



told me, that my partial fondness 
for you made me very little con- 
sider the honourof thereat of the 
family: but, if I had not heard 
this from vou, ahe supposed I was 
set on by Miss Howe. 

She expressed herself with a 
good deal of bitterness against 
that young lady; who, it seems, 
every where, and to everybody, 
{for you must think, that your 
story is the subject of all coiiver- 
satione) rails against your family; 
treating them, as your sister says, 
with contempt, and even with 
ridicule. 

sorry such angry freedonw 
are taken, for two reasons; first, 
such liberties never do 
_ I. I have heard you own, 
that Misa Howe has s satirical 
but 1 should hope, that a 
young lady of her sense, and right 
cast of mind, must know that the 
end of satire is not to exasperate, 
but amend: and should never be 
pemonai. If it is, as my good 
father used to say, it may make 
an impartial person suspect, that 
the satirist haa a natural spleen to 
gratify; which may be as great* 
tault in him, as any of those which 
he pretends to censure and expose 

Perhaps a hint of this from you 

ill not be thrown away. 

My second reason is, that these 

freedoms , from so warm a friend 

Miss Howe is known to 

lost likely to be charg^i 

to your account. 

My resentments are so strong 



, a.^avi«A IHe vilest of rr 



, that! 



Among other seyeie t\>'iog,5s\i'i\iMa^id(.\iiM.*ii.-«^'iii.ftm*.oftkiiig 



particiilarB which you mention of 
tiabaaeneas. What defeaee, ' 
.deed, could there be againBt 
'determined a wretch, after joa 
vaa ill his power? 1 will onlj re- 
peat my earnest aopplication to 
yoQ, that, black as appearances 
,«re, j^ou will uot deapair. Yonr 
calamities are ei^ceeding great; 
i)>Qt then you have talenta jiropor- 
tioned to your trials. This every 
body allows. 

Suppose the worst, and that 
your family will not he moved in 
^your favour, your Cousiu Morden 
^-will soon arrive, as Miss Harlowe 
told me. If he should even be j 
,Over to their aide, be will, h( 
■ever, aee justice done you; and 
theu ma^ yoa live au exemplary 
life, makmg hundreds happy, and 
teaching young ladies to sliun the 
;«nare3 in which you have been 
dreadfully entangled, 

As to the man you have lost, 
an union with such a perjured 
heart aa his, with such an admi- 
rable one aa youra, to be wished 
for? Abase, Ixw-hearled wretch, 
asyoujustly callhim, with all his 
pride of ancestry; and more an 
enemy to himaelf with regard to 
his present and future happiness, 
than to you, in the barbarous and 
ungrateful wronge be baa done 
you: I need not, lam snre, exhort 
you to despise such a man as this; 
since not being able to do so, 
would be a, reflection upon a sex 
to which you have always been an 

Your moral character ia yet un- 
tainted; the very nature of your 
;sufferinf s, as you well observe, de- 
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mnnstraf es llial. Cheer up, there- 
fore, your dear heart, and do not 
despair; for is it not Goo who 
governs the world, and permits 
some thinga, and directs others, 
as he pleases V And will he not 
reviaiA. iempiirarij sufferings , iuno- 
cently incurred, and piously sup- 
ported, with e(ernai/ti/i'c!7^f — And 
what, my dear, is this poor needle's 
point of NOW to a If'iindUss 
eternity? 

My heart, however, labours nn- 
der a double affliction : for my pooi; 
■ a violent fever 



1 






', if God s( 



not, (hov 



s recovery, i 
God tmlt ae 
an I bear to suppose 
that!) pray for me, that he will 
^ivemethat patience and resigna- 
tion which 1 have been wishing to 
you. I am, my dearest young lady, 
Your ever afTectionate, 
Jdditu Nortos. 



LETTER LSKXIT. 



Thuriday, July 6. 

I ouGBT not, especially at this 
time, to add to your afflictions — 
hut yet 1 cannot help communi- 
cating to you(who are nowmymiy 
aoothingfriend)a new trouble that 
baa befallen me. 

1 had but one friend in the 
world, beside you; and she is 
utterly displeased with 
grievous, but for one n 
lie under a belovti -^wiisj-ii' 
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sure; and this tbroUKti imputa- 
tionB that affect oae's boDour and 
prudence. There are poiuts so 
aelicHte, ;ou knoir, my aear Mrs. 
Norton, that it is a. degree of 
diBhoaour to have a vindication of 
one's self from them appear to he 
necennai;/. In the present case, my 
misfortune is, that 1 know not how 
to account,l>utbjguess, (bo subtle 
have been the workinga of the 
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Miflfl Howe, in short, Bupposea 
Bbe has fouud a daw in my cha- 
racter. I have juBt now received 
her severe letter — but 1 shall 
answer it, perhaps, in better 
temper, if I first coaaidcr jours; 
for indeed my patience is almoet 
at au end. And yet I ought to 
eausideif llml faithful are Ih^tBiiunds 
of a friend. But so many thinga at 
once! ^ 0, my dear Mrs. Norton, 
how shall ao youn^ a scholar in 
the achool of affliction be able to 
bear such heavy and such variot 
evils? 

But to leave this subject for 
while, and turn to your letter. 

I am very sorry Misa Howe is so 
lively in her resentments on my 
account. I have always blamed 
her very freely for her libertiea of 
this sort with my friends. I once 
had a good deal of in£aence over 
her kind heart, and she made all 
I said a iaw to her. Bat people 
iu calamity have little weight in 
any ibiug, or with any Dody. 
Prosperity and independence Me 
ciiaraiing' things on this ntcoxvo-t. 



that theygiveforceto thecounseli 
of a friendly heart; while it is 
thought iusoleuce in tfae miserable 
to advise, or so much as to re- 
monstrate. 

Yet is Misa Howe an invaluable 
person; and ia it to be expected 
that sbe should preserve thesame 
regard for my judgment that she 
bad before I forfeited all title to 
discretion? With, what face canl 
take upon me to reproach a mat 
of prudence in herf But if I oau 
be so happy as to re-eatabli*h 
myself in her ever-valued opinioii, 
I shall endeavour to enforce upon 
her your juat obBervalion on this 

You need not, you say, exhort 
me to despise such a man as him, 
by whom 1 have suffered — indeed 
you need not; for I would choose 
ihe cnieUest death rather than to 
be his. And yet, my dear iiie. 
Norton, I will own to yoa, that 
orme I C'lutd htive t'Wed him — Vn- 
ffrulefut manl — had he pentulled 
me to li've 1dm, I once could have 
luEed Mm. Yet he never deserved 
my love. And was not this a fault? 
— But now if I can but keep oi 
of bis hands, and obtain a last 
forgiveness, and that as well for 
the sake of my dear friends' future 
redectione, usformy own present 
comfort, it is all that I wish for. 

Reconciliation with my iriendt 



and as a 

my beloved Mrs. Norton, yoo 
cannot imagine what I have 
waSercd!^ Bat indeed my lieart 
, 'i»\nQ'toa\ — \^\Q. ^.'ax*! VaUall DOt 
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e to take poasession of thatiii- 
idepeadence, which you tbiQli 
'roald enable me to atone in some 
aeasure for my past conduct. 
While this is my opinion , you 
^inay believe I sbal! not be easy till 
Vl can obtain r last forgiveness. 
1. I wish to be left to take my 
town courBC, in endeavouring to 
fjprocure thia gruce. Yet know I 
^ot, at present, what that conrse 

h 1 will write. But to ichim ia 
raaj doubt. Calamity has not yet 
tgiren me the assurance to address 
nnyBelf to mj fatubb. My unci-ee 
Mwell as they once loved me) are 
[liard-heHrteil. They never had 
j^tlieir masculine passions human- 
[izedbythe tender name of fathek. 
k'Of my BROTuEEiIhavenu hope. 1 
fliave then but my udtheb, and my 
FaisTBE, to whom I can apply. — 
^ "And may I not, my dearest 
Imnrnma, be permitted to lift up 
Cjny trembling eye to your alt- 

! 'cheering, and your once iiinre 
than indulgent, your finrl eye, in 
hopes of seasonable mercy to the 
poor sick heart that yet beats 
with life drawn from your ov™ 
dearer heart? ^Eapecially whi 
pardon only, and not restoration, 
IB implored?" 
Yet were I able to engage my 
I mother's pity, would it ■ ■- - - 
^ means to make liar still 

happy, than I have already made 
I her, oy the opposition she would 
I Tneet with, were she to try to give 
f foroe to that pity? 

To my sisTEE then, I think, I 

willapp!^ — yet how hard -hearted 

I has my sister been! — Bnt I will 



not ask for protection! and yet I 
am in hourly dread that I shall 
want protection. — All I will ask 
for at present (preparative to the 
last forgiveness I will implore) 
shall be only to be freed from the 
heavy curse that seems to have 
operated as far as it can operate, 
as to Oiix life — and snrely, it was 
passion, and not intention, that 
carried it so very far as to the 
<lher! 

But why do I thus add to your I 
distresses. — It ia not, my dear 
Mrs. Norton, that I have so much i 
feeling for my ohm calamity, that 
I have iKinc for i/ouj-K,- since youra 
is indeed an addition to mj^ own. 
But you have one consolation (a ] 
very great one) which I have not; 
— that J/"iir affiiclions, whether 
respecting your winre or your ton 
deserving child, rise not from any 
faultof your own. 

But what can 1 do for yon more 
than pray? — Aaaure yourself, 
that in every supplication I put 
up for myself, 1 will with equal 
fervour remember both you and 
your son. For I am, ." "" 



SB,)ersnifipJ fur Mrs. I\mIicI Qark, &[■. 

I UATK at last heard from yon , 
from a quarter I little espected. 
From my mother. 
She had for bi 
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uneasy and grieving; and Justlj 
snppoBed it was aboat you: and 
th:s moriiing dropt a hint whicl> 
made me conjecture that ehe musV 
have heard BOmetbing of you more 
than 1 knen. And when she found 
that this added 
she owned she liad a letter in her 
hands of yoiu-s, dated the 29th of 
June, directed for me. 

Yoa may guess, that this 
casioned alittle warmth that could 
not be wished for by either, 

[It is surprising, my dear, tniijhtii 
Burprising! tliat knowing the pro- 
hibition liayunder of correspond- 
ing with you, you could send a 
letter for me to our own house: 
since it must be fifty to one that it 
would fall into my mother's hands, 
aa you find it did.] 

In short, she resented that 1 
should diHobey her : I was as much 
concerned that she should open 
and withhold from me my letters: 
and at last she was pleased tn 
eotopromise the matter with me, 
by giving up the letter, and per- 
mitting me to write to you onee or 
lii:ke; she to see the contents of 
what I wrote. For besides the 
Taine she has for yon, she could 
not but have great curiosity to 
know the occasion of so sad a 
situation as your melancholy let- 
ter shews you to be in. 

[But I eball ^et her to be satis- 
fied with hearing me read what I 
write; putting in between hooks, 
thus|], what! intend not to read 
to her 4 

Need I to remind you, Mias 
Clm-iBsa. Harlowe, of iliree letters 



Iwrote to you to none oi '«lac\i\Q^ ii- 



that a few liues only, 
promising aletter at large, though 
you were well enough the day 
after you received my feamil, to 
go joyfully back again with him 
to the vile house? But more of 
these hy~and-by. I must hasten 
to take notice of your letter of 
Wednesday last week; which you 
eould cunli'ive should fall into my 
mother's hands. 

Let me tell you, that that letter 
has almost broken ray heart. Good 
God! what have you brought 
yourself to, Miss Clarissa Har- 
loweV — Could I have believed, 
that after you had escaped from 
the miscreant, (with such mightr' 
pains and earnestness escaped) 
and after such an attempt as be 
had made, you would have been 

Erevailed upon not only to forgive 
im, but (without being married 
too) to return with bim to that 
horrid honse! — A house I had 
given you such an account ofl 
— Surprising!^ — What au in- 
toxicating thing is iMn lnvel — I 
alii-nys feared that you, even you, 
3re not proof against its inciin- 
sieiil effecta. 

You your fiesf self have not 
escaped I — Indeed I see not how 
you could expect to escape. 

Wkal a Idle have i;oit (-i unfold! 
You need not unfold it, my 
dear, I would have engaged to 
prognosticate all that has hap- 
pened, had you but told me that 
ould once more have pnt 
yourself in his power, after jjn — 
had taken such pains to get Aj 



"S^ 



CI.ABIseA HARLOWB. 



Your peace ii deilroyed! — I 
wonder not ftt it: aince now yon 
must reproach youraelf for a cre- 
dulity so ill-placed. 

Ynur intellect if touched! — I am 
Hure my heart bleeds for you : but, 
eicnse me, my dear, I donbtyour 
intellect was touched before you 
left Hampstead : or you would 
never have let him find yoa out 
'here: or, when he did, Buffer him 
o prevail upon you to return to 
the horrid brothel. 

I tellyoM,'! smAyoMtliree letters: 
the/Jrsl of which, dated the 7th 
and 8th of June,* (for it was 
written at twice) came safe to 

Sour hands , as you sent mo word 
y a few lines dated the !)th : had 
it not, I should have doubted my 
own safety; aince initi gave you 
BUCb an account of the abominable 
house, and threw such cautions 
in your way in relation to that 
Tomliason, as the more surprised 
me that you could think of going 
back to it again, after you had 
escaped from it, and from Love- 
lace — my dear ~- but nothing 
now wiillever wonder at! 

The second, dated June 10**, 
was given into your own hand at 
Hampstead, on Sunday the 11th, 
-" yoo was lying upon a couch, 

a strange way, according tfl 

my messenger's account of you, 
bloated, and flush -coloured, I 
don't know how. 

The third was dated the 20th 
of June,*** Having not heard 
word fromyou since thepromising 
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billet of the 9th, I own I die 
spare yon in it. I ventured 
the usual conveyance, by that 
Wilson's, having no other; bo 
cannot be sure you received it. 
Indeed , I rather think yon might 
not: because in yours, which fell 
into my mother's hands, you make 
no mention of it: and if you had 
had it, I believe it would have 
touched you too much to have 
been passed by unnoticed. 

You have heard that I ha^ 
been ill, you say. I had a cold,' 
indeed; but it was so slight a one, 
that it coofined me not an hour. 
But I doubt not, that strange 
things you have heard, and heen 
to induce you to take the 

Jou took. And till you did 
at step, (the going back j 
ith this villam^ I mean) I knew ' 
)t a more pitiable case than i 
yours : since every body must have 
excused you before, who knew 
how you mere used at home , and 
was acquainted with your pru- 
dence and vigilance. But, alasl 
lear, we see that the wisest 
peiiph are not to he depended 
upon, when loee, like an ir/ms 
fditiiis, holds up its misleading 
lights before then: eyes. 

My mother tells me, she sent 
you an answer, desiring you not 
to write to me, because it would 
grieve me. To be sure I am 
grieved; cieeeA'npij grieved; and 
iliitappiiinled too , yon must permit 
me to say. For I had always 
thought that there never na 
a woman, at your years. 

But I rememt^i cfa'Wi ^n 
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an escelleat preacher, who nas 
not a very excellent liver ; jireach- 
in^ and praclisiiu/, you said, re- 
quited quite different talents*; 
which when united in the same 
perBon, made a. man a, saint; as 
wit and jiidgmeril going together 
constituted a genius. 

You made it out, I remember, 
very prettily ; but you never made 
it out, excuse me, mrdear, more 
convincingly, than oy that part 
of your late conduct which I com- 

My love for you, and my 



has passed between us, relating 
to yourself and the vilest of 
men. 1 have the more cheer- 
fully complied, as the communi- 
eation cannot be to yotir dis- 
advantage. 

You may therefore write freely, 
and direct to our own house. 

Mv mother promises to shew me 
the copy of her letter to you, 
and your reply to it; which 
latter she has but just told me 
of. She already apologizes for 
the severity of here : and thinks 
the sight of your reply will 



cem for yourbonour, may possibly ' affect me too much. But having 
have mode me a little ot the se-: her promise, I will not dispense 
Terest; if you thiuk so, place it to with it. 

its proper account; to lliat lovo,l I doubt hers is severe enough. 

'■ ■' ' which will I So I fear you will think mine; 

but you have taught 



anil to tMt 
but do justice to 

Your afflicted and faithful 
A.H. 

P. S. My mother would not be 
satisfied without reading my 
letter herself; and that before 
I had fixed all my proposed 
hooks. She knows, by thia 
means, and has excused our 
former correspondence. 

She indeed suspected it before; 
and BO she very well might; 
knowing me, and knowing my 
love of you. 

She has so much real concern for 
vour misfortunes, that thinking 
it will be a consolation I 



to spare the fault tor the frieml't 
sake; and that a great error 
ought rather to be more inex- 
cusable in the person we value, 
than in one we are indifferent 
to; because it is a reflection 
upon our choice of that person, 
and tends to a breach of the 
love of mind ; and to expose us 
to the world for our par^ality. 
'So the love of mind, I repeat ,- 
since it is impossible but the 
errors of the dearest ftiend 
piust weaken our inward opinion 
of that friend; and thereby lay 
a foundation for future distance 
and perhaps disgust. 



consents that you shall w 
me the parliculai-s al In 
• 8«sTd1.I. p.2£l. 



J your conduct afl^r yon 
nf had escaped from Uampstead; 
\ BJ4 a-Xi. l>i;(avii thW time, WM 
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noble, fueneroiiB, and prudent:' 
the laaii a devil, aud yon a I 

saint! Yet I hope you can ; 

and therefore eipect it from 

I Bend by a particular hand. 

will call for jonr answer at jour 

own appointment. 
I am afraid this horrid wretch 

will trace out hythePost Offices 

where yoa are, if not careful. 
To have moneij, and tiAll, and 

bead^ to be a villain, is too much 

for the rest of the world, when 

they meet in one man. 

LETTER LXXXVI. 
Ulit Clulaim lUrlowe lo Mlia Hon 
Tliiirail«r, Jttlj- 

Fbw young peraons have been 
able to give more convincing 
proofs than myself, how little 
true happiness lies in the enjoy- 
ment of our own wiahes. 

To produce one instance only 
of the truth of this observation: 
what would I have given for weekt 
paat for the favour of a letter hoTD 
TB.J dear Miss Howe, in whose 
friendship I placed all my remnin- 
ing oomforti Little did I think, 
that the next letter she would ho- 
nour me with , should be in such a 
style, as should make me look 
more than once at the subscrip- 
tion, that 1 might be snre (the 
name not beinf; written at length) 
that it was not signed by another 
A.H. ForHUrely,thoughtI,thiB 
is my sister Arabella's style; sure- 
ly Miss Howe (blame me as she 
pleases in other points) coiild 
never repeat bo sharply upon her 



friend words written in the bitter- 
ness of spirit, and in the disorder 
of head; nor remind her, with 
asperity, and with mingled strokes 
of wit, of an argument held in 
the gaiety of an heart elated with 
prosperous fort uues,(aBmiuetlien 
was! and very little apprehensive 
of the severe turn that argument 
would one day take against her- 
self. 

Bat what have /, sunk in my 
fortunes; my character forfeited; 
my honour lost [while / know It, 
I care not tr^o knows it], destitute 
of friends, and even of hope: 
what have 7 lo do to shew a spirit 
of repining and expostulation to 
a dear friend, because sbe is not 
wire kind than n sister. 



Igence, 

if it was with greater than I had 
deseiBed, I may be to blame to 
have built upon it, on the .con- 
sciousness that I deserve ii now ax 
■much as ever. But I find, b^tba 
rising bitterness which will mingle 
with the gall in my ink, tbatlam 
not yet subdued enough to my 
condition. — I lay down my pen v 
for one moment. ^ 

... ■ 

Pardon me, my Miss Howe. I ^ 
have recollected myself; and will " 
endeavour to give a particular 
answer to your letter; although it 
will take me up too much time to 
think of sending it by your mes- 
senger to-morrow; he can put off 
his journey, he says, tilLSiUt.aida.i > 
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iiarrativo ready for you by Sa- 
turday. 

But how to defend myself ir 
every thing that liaa happened, ] 
canuot teli: since in some part of 
the time in which my conduct ap- 
pears to have heen censurable, I 
was not myaeif ; and to this hour 1 
know not all the methods taken 
to deceive and ruin me. 

Ton tell me, that in your first 
letter yon gave me such an 
count of the vile house I wa 
and such cautions about that 
Tomlinson, aa make you wonder 
howl could think of going back. 

Alas, my dear! 1 was tricked, 
most vilely triuked back, as you 
shall hear in its place. 

Without knoicinr/ the hotuie waa 
BO very I'ile a house from your m- 
lended information, I dtahkedthe 
people too much ever Tiiilunlarity 
to have returned to it. But bad 
you really written such cautions 
about Tomlinaon and the house, 
as yon seem to have piirposed to 
do, they must, had they come in 
time, have been of infinite ser- 
vice to me. But not one word of 
either, whatever waa your mien- 
lion, did you mention to me, in 
that firsl of the three letters , you 
ao warmly tell he yon did send 
me. / icill inclose it to cunvince 

But your account of your mes- 
aenger a delivering to me your 
second letter, and the description 
he gives of me, aa It/ing upon a 
couch, in a strange wai/, bloaled, 
i-cotoured; gou don't knoii: 



Harlowe! 
mean! — Wio waa the messenger 
you sent? Waa he one of Love- 
lace's creatures too 7 — Could no- 
body come near me but that man's 
confederates, either eellinff out ea, 
or made so f I know not what to 
make of any one syllable of thiel 
indeed I don't. 

Let me see. You say, thiswgs 
hefiire I went from Hampstead! 
My intellects had not then been 
touched! — Nor had I ever been 
surprised by wine [strange if 1 
had!] How then could I be found 
in Bixeh a, «lranr/e wau , bloated and 
fluxh-cnlnured; i/ouihn'tknnw howl 

— Yet what avilo, what ahatefnl 

figure has your meaaengM repre- 
sented me to have made. 

But indeed I know nothing of 
any messenger fromyou. 

Beheving myself secure at 
Hampstead, I staid longer there 
than! would have done, in hopes 
of the letter promised me in your 
short one of the 9th, brought me 
by my own messenger, in which 
you undertake to send for and 
engage Mrs. Townaend in my 
favour* 

I wondered I heard not from 
you: and waa told you were sick: 
and at another time, that your 
mother and you had bad words on 
my account, and that you bad re- 
fused to admit Mr. Bickman'f 
viaits upon it: so that 1 suppo sed 
at one time, that you were l^H 
\a\:i\c \j^ ftAKn^^t, another, that 7^^| 



1 mother's pi'oliibitiou had its <l'ie 
(force with you. But now 1 have 
I no donbt, that the wicked mau 
I, must have intercepted yo ur letter i 
^ aad I wish be found not meana to 
' eornipl your meit»enger to tell you 
' NO etrange a story. 

It was on Sunday Jane II , you 
I Kay, that the man gave it me. I 
,,wftB at chnrch twice that day, with 
. Mrs. Moore. Mr, Lovelace was at 
Iher house the while, where he 
[boarded, and wanted to have 
lodged; but I woiJd not permit 
Ithat, though Icould not help the 



Other 



Id 
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si he that he had time to work 
upon the man. You'll easily, my 

' dear, find that out, by inquiring 
the time of his arrival at Mrs. 

^Moore's, and other circumBtances 

!!of thesfrdn^d ica^ he pretended to 
BOemein 0)1 a cfiucA, and the rest. 
Had any body seen me after- 
wardfl, when I was betrayed back 
to the vile house, struggling under 
the operatiou of wicked potions, 
and robbed indeed otmj intelleuts, 
(for this, as yon shall hear, was 

■ my dreadful case) 1 might then, 
perhaps, have appeared blualed, 
and /liish-citliiuifd, and / tiuiio no( 
how mi/'elf. But were you to see 
your poor Clarissa nmo, (or even 
to have seen her at Hampstead 
Itefore she suffered the vilest of all 
ontrages) yon would not think her 
UnaM or fianh-culuured: indeed 
you would not. 

In a word, it could not be me 
your messenger saw; nor (if any 
body) who it was can I divine. 

1 will now , as bnefl^ as the sub- 
ject will jjermit, cuter into the 
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darker part of my sad stoiy : and 
yet I must be Bomething oircnm- 
Btantial, that you may not think 
me capable ofreierve OTpalliiiliim, 
The latter I am not conscious that 
[ need. I should be utterly inex- 
cusable, werel guilty of the /iimier 
to you. And yet, if you knew how 
my heart ainksunder the thoughts 
of a recollection BO painful, you 
would pity me. 

Aslshalinot beabie, perhaps, 
to conclude what I have to write 
ineven two or three letters, Iwill 
begin a new one with my story ; 
and send the whole of it together, 
although written at different pe- 
liods, as 1 am able. 
Allow me alittlepau8e,myde3r, 
■ this place; and to subscribe my- 



1 



self 



Your ever affectionate and 
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Thursday niirlil. 
He bad found me out at Hamp- 
stead; strangely found me out; 
" am still at a loss to know by 



'as loth in my billet of the 
', to tell you so, for fear of 
giving ^ott apprehonBions forme; 
and besides, I hoped then to have 
" Bhorter and happier issue to ac- 
»nnt to you for, through your 
assistance, tban 1 met with. 
S/,e then gives a lun-eatiBo nf all 
thatpaatedat llnmptSead tielwei 
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hcmlft Wr, Luvelace, Capt. Tom- 
llaiioa aiut llie u/omBii there, iu 
l/ii-iama ^'aet toitlilkal to amply 
given lif/ sir. Lavulace. 

Ur. Lovelace, fiudmg&ll thfit he 
could tmy. nnd all Uaptain Tom- 
liudon uould urge, in(^^'ectual, to 
provait upon me to foi'give an 
outnigR ao tlnirriiiitly prcmcdi- 
taleii; reuted ull Iilh tjo^es on a 
viiiit which wUH to be paid me by 
Lady Hotty Lawrence and Mias 
Montague. 

In my unoertaln Bituution, my 
prospoctn all 80 dark, 1 knew not 
to whom 1 might bo obliged to 
hnve recourse in the tuat resort: 
nnd fi* thoio Indtes had the beet of 
charooters, inaoniuch that I had 
reiMOD to rogret that I had not 
Trom tho first thrown myaelf upon 
tlieiv protection, (when 1 had tor- 
feiteo ihni of my own friends) I 
thought 1 would not tluin an inter- 
view with them , though I was too 
indifferent to their kinsman to urel: 
it, oa I doubted not, that 
of their visit would be to reconcile 
me to hiui. 

On hlonday the ISth of June, 
these pretended ladies came toi 
Uampstead; and 1 was presented! 
to them , and they to me by their 
Junsmao. | 

They were riehly dressed , and j 
stuck out with jewels; the pre-j 
tended Lady Betty's were par- 
tkalarly very fine. 

They came iu a coach and four, 
hired, as was confessed, while 
their own was repairing in town: 
MfO'eteneemAAc, I now perceive, 
(&at/siioiUd iK>t gaess attUem- 



joBture by the want of the reul 
lady'a arms upon it. 

1 had heard, that Lady Betty 
vas a fine woman, and that Jdiss 
Montague was a beautifol Tonng' 
lady, genteel, and gracefol, ud 
full of vivacity — such were these 
impostors; and having never seen 
either of them, I had not Ibe least 
suspicion, that they were not tlie 
ladies they personated; and beiog 
put a little out of countenance by 
the richnesB of their dresBet,! 
could not help (fool that I was) 
apologia mg for my ovm. 

The pretended Lady BettyftW 
told me , that her nephew ktd 
acquainted them with the aitn- 
tion of affairs between us, Asd 
although she could not but say, 
that she was very gladlhat he had 
not put such a slight upon his 
■□rdauip and them , as report hsd 
given them cause to apprehend 
(the reasons for which report, 
however, she much approved of): 
yet it had been a matter of great 
concern to her, and to her niece 
Aloutague. and would to thewhole 
family,tofind so great amisunder- 
standingEnbBiatingbetweenns.as, 
if not made up , might distance all 
their hopes- 
She could easily teU who was in 
fanit, she said, and gave him > 
look both of anger and disdaio; 
asking him, how it was possible 
for him to give an offence oinui 
a nature to so charming a ladj 
[so she called me] as should occa- 
sion a resentment so strong? 

lie pretended to be awed tolo 
ahuae and silence. 



took my hand, (I ni'uil call youjand I DOt observe it: for I little 
' ~ 3, as well from love, asto iia- jthought there could be aach im- 
r your uncle's laudable ex- ; poetora in the world, 
pedient) permit me to be, not an j 1 could not forbearpaying great 
adToeata, but ameditttriit for him; attention to what she eaid, I 
and not for his Eake ao much as found my tears ready to start: I 
formyowQ, my Charlotte's, and drew ont my handkerchief, and 
ftll OUT family e. The indignity wa'^ silent. I had not been bo in- 
he has offered to you , may be of dulgently treated agreat while by 
too tender a nature to be inquired a person of character aod distinc- 
into. But as he declares, that it tion [such I thought her]; and 
1 premeditated offence; durst not trust to the accent of my 
whether, my dear, [for I was going voice. 

'- --'-5 upon it in my temper] it The pretended Mias Montague 
or not; as he declares his joined in on this ocer-- — ■" 
wfor it, (and never did crea-ldrawing her chair cl 



1 



took my other hand, and besought 
me to forgive her cousiu: and con- 
sent to rank myself aa one of the 
' of a family, that had 



ture express a deeper 
any offence than he) and as it is a 
reparable one : let us, for this one 
time, forgive him; and thereby 
lay an oDligation upon this man 

DM — Fetus, I aay,my dear, 

r, [turning to hiroj an offence 
against such a peerless lady as 
tnis, must bo an offence against 
me, against your c'"»rt>i here, and 
agniast all the virlv'ivs of ont sex.. 

See, my dear, what a creature 
he had picked out! Could you 
have thought there was a woman 
I in the world who could thus ei- The women grasping, 

gpeas herself, and ^et be vile? righthand, theothermy left: the 
ut she had her principal instruc- pretended Miss Montague press- 
tions from him, and those written jing to her lips more than once the 
down too, as I have reason toihftndshe held: the wickedmanon ' 
think: for I have recollected since, his knees, imploring my forgive- 
that I onee saw this lady Betty, Inessl and setting before me my 
(who often rose from her seat, and] happy and my unhappy prospects, 
took a turn to the other end of the 1 as 1 should forgive or not forgive 
room with such emotion, asif the.|him. All that he thought would 
joy of her heart would not let ber ; affect me in his former pleas , and 
aitstilt) take out a paper from herithose of Capt. Tomliusou, he 
stays, and look into it , audput itJTepeated. Hevowed^henrouiised, 
there a^sin. She mig-ht oftener,|he beBgote tiie ■5xe\KsA'ii.\^&iss. 
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I am ashamed to repeat to 
you, my dear, nowlknowwhat 
wretches they are, the tender, the 
obliging, and the respectful things 
I said to them. 

The wretch himself then ca 
forward. He threw himself at , 
my feet. How was I beset! - 
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to answer for him; and they en- 
gaged their houours in his behalf, 
indeed, mv dear, I was dia- 
treased, perfectly distcesfled. 1 
waa aorry that I had given way to 
this visit. For I knew not how, 
in tendemees to relations (as 1 
thought them) 80 worthy, to treat, 
so freely as he deserved, a man, 
□early allied to them ; so that my 
arguments, and my resotations, 
were deprived of their greatest 

I pleaded, however, myaj^^ 
cation to you. I expected every 
hour, I taldthem, an answer from 
yon, to a, letter I had written, 
which would decide my future 
destiny. 

They offered to apply to you 
tbemselveB in person, m tlisir nxn 
behalf, as they politely termed it. 
They besought me to write to you 
to hasten your answer. 

I said, 1 waa sure that you 
would write the moment that the 
eventof an application to be ma ~ 
to a third person enabled you 



id»^ 
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their requests in hehalf of their 
kinsman, that depended not upon 
the eipeeted answer; for that, 1 
begged their pardon, was out of 
the queslion. I wished him well. 
I wished him happy. But I was 
convinced, that I neither could 
make him so, nor he int. 

Then! how the wretch pro- 
mised 1 — How he vowed! — How 
he entreated! — And how the 
women pleaded! — And they 
engaged themselvea, and tte 



In short, my dear, I w 
set, that 1 was obliged to c< 
a more favourable compromiBC 
with them than I had intended, 
I would wait for your answer to 
my letter, I said; and if that made 
doubtful or difficult the change of 
measures I had resolved upon, 
and the scheme of life I had 
formed, I would then consider of 
the matlfir: and, if they would 
permit me, lay all before them, 
and take their advice upon it, in 
conjunction with yours, as if the 
one were my own aunt, and the 
other were my own cousin. 

They shed tears upon this — of 
joy they called them; — but since, 
I believe, to their credit, bad as 
they are, that they were tears of 
temporary remorse; for the pre- 
tended $Usa Montague turned 
about, and, as I remember, said, 
there waa no standing ic. 

But Mr. Lovelace was not so 
easily satisfied. He was fixed 
upon his villainous measures per- 
haps; and so might not be Borry 
to have a pretence agaiuat me. 
He bit his lip — he had been but 
too much used, he said, to such 
indiScrence , such coldness, in the 
very midst of his happiest pro- 
spects. I had on twenty occasions 
shown him, to his infinite regret, 
that any favour I was to confer 
upon him was to he the result of 
— there he atopt — and not of my 
choice. 

This had like to have set all 
ibafik again. 1 was exceedinaly 



!d tfiemaeivea, ana i,ne\nattK. again, i was exceedingly 
oi" their whole faraiiy , SoT\cffif,'n4e4.'S»iX.*veij\««».i^U!fiet 
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interpOBad. The elder eeverely'should have fainted, 
took W to task. Heou^ht, she better ■" - 



But t 



told bim, to be satisfied with what 
I bad said. She desired do other 
eoudition. And what, sir, s&id 
she, with an air of authority, 
would joa commit errors , and 

■ pectto be rewarded for them? 
TLey then engaged me ii 
more agreeable conversation 
the pretended latiy declared, that 
she, Lord M. and Lady Sarah, 
would directlj and personally 
interest tbemselyeB to bring about 
ft general reconciliation between 
the two families, and this either 
in open or private concert with 
my uncle Harlowe, aa shonld be 
thought fit. Animosities 

1 Bide had been carried a great 

I way,sheBaid; and too little care 
had been shewn on the other to 

I mollify or heal. My father should 

I see that they could treat him as s 
brother and a friend; and my bro- 

I ther and sister should be con- 

^ vinced that there was no roon; 

. either for the jealousy or envy 

' they had conceived froi 
too unworthy to be avo 

I Could I help, my dear, being 

J pleased with tnemV — 

, Permit me here to break off. 

I Thetaskerows too heavy, atpre- 
Bent, for the heart of 
Your 

CXABIBSA UaBLOWE. 



Her cousin Leeaon 
s would excuse her. The air, and 
mycompany, would do her good. 
■ chose to lie iu the 
smoky town, if she could heip it. 
[. In short, my dear, said she to me, 
- Iwill stay till you hear from Miss 
Howe, and till I have your con- 
st to go with me to Gleuham 
Hall. Not one moment will I be 
out of your company , when I can 
have it. Stedman, my solicitor, 
LXXXVm. ^* '''S distance from town is so 

I small, may attend me here for in- 
alructions. Niece Charlotte , one 
I WAS very ill , and obligedi to | word with you, child. 
lay down jdj pen. I thought Ii T\ie3 lelinei \i "Safe taiS- 



The pretended ladies , the more 
we talked, the fonder they seemed 
to he of me. And the Lady Betty 
had Mrs. Moore called up; and 
asked her if she had accommoda- 
tions for her uiece and self, her 
woman, and two men servants for 
three or four days ? 

Mr. Lovelace answered for her 
that she had, 

She would uot ask her dear 
niece Lovelace [Perwil ws, my 
dear, whispered she, Oiis chanaing 
style heftire $trangers! lieiUkeep 
i/aur uncle'a secret] whether ahe 
should be welcome or not to be bo 
near her. But for the time she 
should stay in these parts, ahe 
would come np every night — 
what say yon, meoe Charlotte ? 

The pretended Charlotte an- 
swered, she should like to do bo, 
of all things. 

The Lady Betty called her an 
obliging girl. She liked the plai 
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honourable mentiou. And yet at 
the time 1 thought highly as thej 
eialted me, that in soioe respects 
(though I hardly knew in what) 
they fell short of what I eipectea 
Iheia to he. 

The gmnd delader was at the 
further end of the room , another 
way; probahly to give me an 
opportunity to hear the precon- 
certed praises — looking iuto a 
book, which, had there not beena 

Erecoiicert, would not have taken 
is attention for one moment. It 
was Tafilar's Hotij Licing onJ 

When the pretended ladiei 
joined me, he approaobed me 
with it in his hand — A aiaut 
book, thia, inydear! — This old 
divine affects, I see, a mighty 
flowery style upon a very soreEon 
subject. But it puts me in mini) 
of an ordinary country funeral, 
where the young women, in 
honour of a. defunct companion, 
especially if she were a virgin, 
or panseil for 'uch , make a flower- 
bed of her coffin. 

And then, laying down tbt 

ei^aging. book, turning upon nis heel, iritb 

They talked loud enough for one of his usual airs of gaiety, 

And are you determined, ladies, 

to take up your lodgings with my 

charming creature? 

Indeed they were. 

Never were there more cunning, 
more artful impostors, than these 
women. Practised creaturea, to 
be sure: yet genteel; and they 
must have been well educated — 
, perhaps, as much the da- 
.. _. to be related to thorn ot no^V Vigjit of their parents as I was of 
of whom I had always heaT4\w\me-. wii. ^^ Y-o.^'K'i Vj ■what 



end of the room and talked about 
their niKht-dresses. 

!%e Miss Gh^otte said, Morri- 
BOn might be ordered to bring 

True, said the other — but I 
have aome letters in my private 
box , which I must have up. And 
youknow. Charlotte, that 1 trust 
nobody with the keys of that. 

Could not Motriaon bring up 
that boi? 

No. Shethought it safest where 
it was. She bad heard of a rob- 
bery committed but two days 
ago, at the foot of Hampstead 
mtl; and she should be ruined if 
she lostJier box. 

Well then, it was- but going to 
town to undreaa, and sho would 
leare her jewels behind her, and 
return; and should be easier a 
great deal on all accounts. 

For my part, I wondered they 
came np with them. But that was 
to be taken as a respect paid to 
me. And then they hinted at 
another visit of ceremony, which 
they had thought to make, had 
they not found meao ineipressibly 
" «aging. 

They talked loud enough for 
me to bear them; on purpose, no 
doubt, though in affected whis- 
pers; and concluded with high 
praises of me. 

I was not fool enough to be- 
lieve, or to be puffed up with theu- 
encominms; yet not suspecting 
them I was not displeased at so 
favonrable a beginning of ac- 
quaintance with ladies (whether 1 1< 
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prta mined , body and mind ! — beiiaviout to her pretended aunt. 
Om^dearl how pregnant is this | While the aunt kept up the 
reflection! j dignity of the character she had 

Bat the man! — Kever i>aa aesamed, rallying both of them 
there a man bo deep. ~~ Never so with the air of a person nbo de- 
consummate a deceiver; except pends upon the superiority which 
that detested 'J'omlinson; whoseiyears and fortnne giro over 
years and seriousness joined with, younger persons who might have 



a solidity of sense and judgment 
that seemed uncommon, gave 
would have thought , ad- 
Taniages inTillainy,the other had 
not time for. Hard, very hard, 
that I sbonld fall into the know- 
iledge of two such wretches; when 
two more such , I hope , are not to 
Ik met with in the world ! Both 
so detennincd to carry on the 
moat barbarous and perfidious 
■projects against a poor young 
creature, who never (fid or wished 
.liarm to either. 

Take the following slight ac- 
connt of these women's and of 
itde man's behaviour to each other 

Mr. Lovelace carried himself 
to his pretended aunt with high 
'lespect, and paid a great de- 



.. __ ..DC obliged to her, either 
in life, or at her death. 

The severity of her raillery, 
however, was turned upon tir, 
Lovelace, on occasion of the cha- 
racter of the people who kept the 
lodgings, which, she said, I had 
thought myself so well warranted 
to leave privately. 

This startled me. For.baving 
then no suspicionof the vile Tom- 
linson, I concluded (and your 
letter of the 7th* favoured my 
conclusion) that if the house were 
either he , or Mr. Men- 



1 
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I liked not the jieople, did 1 ob- 
serve any tiling in them very cul- 
Eable, till the Wednesday night 
efore, that they offered not to 
iference to all she said,' He per- come to my assistance, altbougii 
Initted her to have all the ad-|wlthin hearingof mydistress, (as 
Tantago over him in tJie repartees ; 1 am sure they were) and having 
and retorts that passed between as much reason to be frighted at 
them. I could, indeed, easily see, I the fire, had it been real. 
that it was permitted ; and that 1 looked with indignation upon 
he forbore that acumen, that Mr. Lovelace, at this hint. 

auicknesa, which he never spared! lie seemed abashed. Ihavenot 
lowing to the pretended Miss 1 patience , but to recollect the 
Montaeue; and which a man ofjspecious looks of this vile de- 
wit seldom knows how to spare i ceiver. But how was it possible, 
showing, when an opportunityithateven that florid couutenanoe 
offers to display his wit. of his jionid enable him to oom- 

The pretended Mies Montague ' maud a biuah at his pleasure'i* For 
was still more respectful in her i • SQatatReai.wi'a. *«> 



I 
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le- ■ 
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blnsli he did, 
the blush, oi 
deepdyedcrimson.anstrainedfor, 
and natural, as 1 thongbt — buthe 
is so mueh of the actor, that he 
aeeraa sble to enter into any 
character; and hie muscles and 
featurea appear entirely under the 
obedience of hia wicked will*. 

The pretended !ady went on, 
aaving, abe bad t^ken upon her- 
self to enquire after the people, 
on bearing that 1 had left the 
boQsein diBgDst; and though she 
beard not any thing muih araias, 
yet ahe heard enough to make her 
■wonder that he could cany bis 
lady, a person of so much dehcacy 
toahouse, that if ithadnot aiad 
fame, hadnota.f/on'lone. 

You must think, my dear, that 
I tiked the pretended Lady Betty \ 
the better for this. I suppose it 
was designed I should. 

He was surprised, he sfud, that 
her ladyship should hear a bad 
character of the people. It was 
what he had never before heard 
that tliey deserved. It was easy, 
indeed, tosee, that they bad not 
very great delicacy , though they 
wereuotindelicate. Thenatureof 



their livelihood, letting lodgings, 
and taking people to hoard, (and 
yet he bad understood that they 
were nice in these particulars) led 
them to aim at being free and 
obliging: and it was difficult, be 
said, for persons of cheerful dis- 
so to behave, aa to avoid 
openness of heart and 






t (ra 



thepity)too often subjected good 
people, whose foi'tunes did not set 
them above the world, to unchari- 
table censure. 

Hewiahed, however, that her 
ladyship would tell irhai she had 
heard: although now it signified 
but little, because he never would 
ask me to set foot within their 
doors again: and he begged she 
would not mince the matter. 

Nay, no great matter, shesiud. 
But she had been informed, tiiat 
there were more women-loditen 
in the house than men: yet attX 
their visitors were more men than 
women. And this had been hinted 
to her {perhaps by ill-willers, she 
could not answer for that) in such 
a way, as if something further 
were meant by it than was spoken. 
I This, he said, was the true 
Innuendo way of characterising, 
^ used by detractors. Every body 
,. and everv thing had a black anda 
white side, of which well-wisheri 
' and ill-wishers may make their 
,- advantage. He bad observed that 
thefront house was well let, and 
,° he believed, more to the one sei 
if'than to the other; forhebadseen 
>-! occasionally passing to and fro, 
i^ aw Mai genteel modest looking 
i^omCQ". Mi.4 ^Va., '■s. ■«■»£ very 



Erobable , were doI M 
at they might " 
relations of both mmb: b^flH^ jnleltel 

werenooeof (bemaii7tU»gIo«t, * '*' * 

or we to them; we 

iaany of their 

the genteelesl 

houeeof the t« 

A manner Ui omselve*, whli the 

use of a parlour to the 

serve us for a Berrant's I 

receive conunon visitoi 

traders only, whoa we admitted 

not up Btairg. 

He alvray-i loved to speak 
found. No umn in the world bad 
Buffered more from calomny than 
be himself had done. 

Women, Lc owned , ought to be 
more Bcruptiloas than men needed 
'to be wLere they lodged. Never- 
thelesH, he wiehed, that fact 
rather than EUrmise, were to be 
thefoundationof their jadgm ents, 
eBpecialiy when they spoke ol 




He meant no reflection upon her 
ladyship's informants, or rather 
gurtiiiianlf,(ae he might call them^ 
be they who they would: nor did 
he think himself obliged to defend 
characters impeached, or not 
thought well of, by women of 
virtue and honour. Neither were 
tbesepeopleofimportauceenough 
to bavesomuch said about tbem. 
The pretended Lady Betty said, 
all who knew her would clear her 
of censoriousness; that it gave her 

^e opinion, she must needs say, 

be people, that he continned 

|B» long with me; that I had 

negaliae than pnailive 

I of dislike to them; and 
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ditlikei the people, I would viotJ 
•«k her for her company 'i will t»)iai j 
a dith of tea with my nepN^T 
there, before we go out of tuwnjr 
and then we shall ee« what sort «fiJ 
people they are. 1 h*v« hoai^H 
that Mrs. Sinclair isamightyfoiaV 
bidding creature. I 

With all my heart, madam, UiM 
your loiigfhip'x compauy, 1 snaltl 
make no scruple of going Mt^l 

It wa« ladiffhip at evwv word; 
and as she seemed proud of lier 
title, and of her dn«3 too, i might 
have guessed she niu not usoilta 

Whatsay you, cousin t>nvoUcat J 
Lady Sarah, though A tnelaiiphnlvl 
woman, is very inquisitive Kboull 
allyouTsffiurs. 1 must Kcijuainl] 
her with every partiuular olrcum** 
stance when 1 go down, l 

With all his heart lip would J 
attend her whenever ibe pteiisedi M 
She would Hoe very hauilHOiutJ 
apartments, aud veryclvil neoplsi r 

The deuce is in thorn, salirfAtL 
MisB Montague, it' they iLiipows 



other 

She then fell in 
talk; family hap]jin( 
hoped-for nccussion 
They mentioned Lord M.'s ani'i 
Lady Sarah's grout dmiro to las I 
me: how muny friends and itdi* I 



family I 
on my I 
into ll I 
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hiive [0 my dear, what a triumph joiued innith her, as well fur ber- 

muil these creatures, and he, ^ue aelf aa forher siater. 

ooer Ike poor denoted all the time!] Abomiaably well instructed 

— What a happy man he would were they both. 

be! — They would not, (teLady O, my dear! what riska may 

Betty said, e"B IhemselveB the poor giddy girls run, when they 

mortification but to suppose , that throw themselves out of the pro- 

1 abould not beone of them. tection of their natural friends, 

Presents were hinted at. She andintothe wideworld? 
resolved I should go with her to They then talked again of re- 
Glenham Hall. Shewouldnot be concihation and intimacy wilIi 
refused, although she were to stay every one of myfnends: with my 
a week beyond her time for ma. mother particularly; and gave the 

letter irom vou. J must write to . ■'■ ? i . ' 

hasten it, a^d to let Miss Howe ^r^; "eSs^^owel I ^ 

know how everv thing stood since ^1^^;^ '^ ^ resentment 

ir '"'Uff'^^iAfJ^l^.t mad3tEh'^?,ifyT»h^ 
hoped there would be no occasion ^,,^5,^;, and if I c^ulS bringmy 
for me to think of entering upon ^^^ ^^ ^^^^-^^ ^^^ ^^^^ , « ^ 
anynewmeaaures, outrage so preiMefiiwred/j vile, and 

_ Indeed, "7 dear, I did at the could forbear despiaing him for 
time intend , if 1 heard not from that and bis other ungrateful and 
youby mormug, to dispatch a ^jd^g^, „3„g I might not be un- 
man and horse o you, with the |,appy in an alliance with snob a 
particularsofa«,thatyoumigbt, f^^tij_ Yet, thought I at the 
*'l''TM™^r^'*'^"i' ■'■''■"«' "="' "'"^' iiterraistanw 



put off Mrs, fownsend's coming 
up to another day. But I was 
miserably prevented. 

She made me promise that I 
would write to you upon this sub- 
ject , whether I heard from you or 
not One of her servanta should 
ridepost with my letter, and wait 
for Miss Howe's answer. 

She: then launched oat in de- 
served praises of you, my dear. 
How fond should she be of the 



does every thing come to me, that 

has the appearance of good ! 

However, aa my lucid hopes made 
me see fewer faults in the be- 
haviour of these pretended ladies, 
than recoftection and abhorrence 
have helped me since to see , I be- 
gan to reproach myself, that I Lad 
not at £rat thrown myself into 
their protection. 
But amidst all these delightfU 



How fond should she be of the prospects, I mast not, suiLri^H 
Aonourofyour acquaintance. Lady Betty, forget that 1 la^^l 

i Tie pretended Miss Moiila,gvi6' 5,0 \jj ■!«■«&. ^^^| 



She then ordered her coach 
the door — We will all go to town 
together, said she, aud return to- 
gether. And it will be a. little 
airing for joa^ my dear, and a 
good opportunity fcpr Mr. Love- 
lace to order what you waut of 
yonr apparel to be aeut from your 
former lodgings to Mrs. Leeaoi ' 
and we can bring it up with 
firom thence. 

I had no intention to compl;. 
But as I did not imagine she would 



part of lier Epeeeh. 

I must here lay down my tired 

Kecolleclion! heart- affecting 
recollection! howitpaioan"' 
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In the midst of these agreeable- 
nesfles, the coach came to the 
door. The pretended Lady Betty 
besought me to give themmycom- 
pany to their cousin Leeson'a 
desired to be excused: yet 
pected nothing. Bhe would 
bo denied. How happy would a 
visit so condescending make her 
cousin LecBon! — Her coi 
Leeson was not unworthy of ^ 
acquaintance! And would take it 
for the greatest favour in 

I objected my dress. But 
objection was not admitted. She 
bespoke a supper of Mrs, Moore to 

Lovelace, vile hypocrite, 
''flked deceiver.' seeing, aa 



he said, m^ dislike to go, desired 
her ladyship not to insist upon it. 

FoudnosB of my com " 
pleaded. She begge( 
oblige her; made a motion to help 
me to my fan herself; and, in 
short, wasBovarynrgeut, that my 
feet complied against my speech, 
and my mind : and being inaman- 
ner led to the coach by her, and 
made to step in first , she followed 
me: and her pretended niece and 
the wretch followed her! aadaway 
it drove. 

Nothing but the height of affec- 
tionate complaisance passed all 
the way: over and over, what a 
joy would this unexpected visit 
give her cousin LeesonI What a 
pleasure must it be to such a mind 
as mine, to beable togivesomuoh 
joy to every body I came near! 

The cruel, tbe savage seducer: 
(aa I have since recollected) waa 
in rapture all the way; but yet 
such a sort of rapture, as he took 
viaibie pains to check. 

Hateful villainl How I abhor 
him I — What mischief must then 
be in hia plotting heart! — What 
a devoted victim must I then be in 
all their eyes. 

Though not pleased, Iwas ne- 
vertheless just tlien thoughtless of 
danger; they endeavouring thus 
to lift ipe up above all apprehen- 
sions of that, and above myself 
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when, through several streets and 
ways I knew nothing of, the coach 
slackening its pace, came within 
sight o£ttie4TQttii\:i.Wa*ft. tj^ftia 
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dreadfulleat noman iu the world ; 
as ahe proved to me. 

Lord be good unto me! cried 
the poor fool, looking out of the 
coacli — Mr. Lovelace! — Ms- 
dam! — turning to the pretended 
Lady Betty! — Madam! turning 
to the niece, my hands and eyes 
lifted up — Lord be good unto me I 

Whatl What! What! mj 

He pulled the Btriog — what 
need to havecomethis way? eaid 
he — but since we are, I will but 
ask a question — my dearest 
ithii thia apprehension? 

The coachman stopped : his 
vant, who, with one of hers 
behind, alighted — Ask, aaic 
if I have any letters? Who knows, 
tnj dearest creature, turning to 
me, but we may already have one 
from the captain? We will not 
go out of the coach! — Fear 
thing — wh^BO apprehi 
Oh! these faneBpirits! 
execrable inaulter. 

Dreadfully did my heart then 
misgive me; I was ready to faint. 
Why this terror, my life? You 
shall not stir out of the coach - 
but one question, now the felloi 
has drove ub this way, 

Your lady will faint, cried the 
eiecrable Lady Hetty, tumingto 
him — my dearest nieeel (niece 
I will call you, taking my band) 
we must alight, if you are so ill. 
Let us alight — only for a glaaa 
water and hartshorn — indeed 
must alight. 

No, no, uo — I am well — quite 
n'ftbe man 



- cried tbi 



I (ua well — quite wdl _\ntVcc4\iii'ifcx, m^ 



. — Man, drive on, ^ 
headoutof tbecoadi^-Min, 
— though my 
:o be heard. 



Dorcas came to the door, { 
atoppioB. 

My dearest creature, said Ibe 
vile man, gasping, as it werefcr 
breath, you aball nui alight — iltf 
letters for me, Dorcas? 

There are two , sir. And hw 
is a gentleman, Mr. Belton, lir, 
waits for your honour; and liu 
done so above an hour. 

ni just speak to him. Open the 
door — you shan't at*p out, my 
dear — a letter perhaps from the 
captain already! — You i 
step out, my dear. 

I sighed , as if my heart would 

But wemu.v/ step out, nepbew: 
your ladv will faint. Maid, a glass 
of hartshorn and water! — Mt 
dear, you niuji( step out — you will 
faint, child — we must cut your 
laces. — [I believe my complexion 
was all manner of colours by turns] 
— indeed, you must step out, my 

He knew, he said, I should be 
well, the moment the coach drove 
from Ibe door. 1 should not aligbt, 
by his soul, I should not. 

Lord, lord, nephew, lord, lord, 
cousin, both women in a breath, 
what ado you make about uothiuK' 
You penuade your lady to be 
afraidof alighting. — See you not, 
that ahe is just fainting? 

Indeed, madam, said the vile se- 
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be mOTed in tbis point against her 
ttUL I beg it may not be insi ' ' 

Fiddle-faddle, foolish mai 
■what a pother is here! I guesa 
how it is: you are ashamed ti ' ' 
us see what sort of people joa 
lied your lady among — but do 
you go out, and speak to your 
friend, and take your letters. 

Heatept outjbutabut tbecoacb 
door after bim, to oblige me. 

The coach may go on , madam, 

The coach skaU go on, my dear 
life , said he — but he gave not, 
nor intended to give, orders that 
it should. 

Let tbe coach go on I said I. 
Mr. Lovelace may come after u 

Indeed, my dear, you are ill! 
Indeed you must alight — alight 
but for one quarter of an hour. — 
Alight but to give orders yourself 
about your thin^. Whom can 
you be afraid of in my company, 
and my niece'b? These people 
must have behaved shockingly to 
you! Please the Lord, I'll inquire 
into it! — I'll ace what sort of 
people they are I 

Immediately came the old crea- 
ture to the door. A thousand par- 
dons, dear ma dam, stepping to the 
coach-side, if we have any way of- 
fended you -— be pleased, ladies, 
[to tbe other two] to alight. 

Well, my dear, whispered the 
Lady Betty, I now find that an 
hideous description of a person we 
never saw, is an advantage to 
them. I thought the woman waij 
a monster — but, really, she seems 
tolersUe. 
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I was afraidi shouldhave fallen 
into fits: but stitl refused to go out 
— Manl — ManI — Man! — cried 
r, gaspingly, my head out of the 
coach and in, by turns, half a dozen 
times runniug, drive onl — Let 
us go! 

My heart misgave me beyond 
the power of my own accounting 
for it; for still I did not suspect 
these women. But tbe antipathy 
I had taken to the vile house, and 
to find myself so near it, when I 
expected no snch matter, with the 
sight of the old creature, all to- 
gether, made me behave likeadis- 
tracted person. 

Tbe Iiartsbom and water waa 
brought. The pretended Lady 
Betty made me drink it. Heaven 
knows if there were any thing else 



\ieces are. Want of delicacy 
cannot be hid from me. Youcoula 
not surely, my dear, have this 
aversion to re-enter a house, for a 
few minutes, in our company, in 
which you lodged and boarded 
scveralweeks, unless these women 
could be so presumptuously vile, 
as my nephew ought not to know. 

Out stept the pretended iady; 
the servant, at her command, hav- 
iugopened the door. 

Dearest madam, said tbe other 
to me, let me follow you, [forlnas 
next tbe door,] Fear nothing; I 
will not stir from your presence. 

Come, my dear, said tbe pre- 
tended lady: give me ^our hand; I 
holding out hers. Oblige me tluftg 
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ImillbleBByourfootatepa, eaid 
the old creature, if once more you 
honour my house with your pre- 

A crowd by thia time was ga- 
thered about us; but I waa too 
much a%cted to mind that. 

AgEUD the pretended Miea Mon- 
tagae urged me; standing np aa 
ready to go oatif I wouldgiveher 
room. Lord, my dear, saidahe, 
who can bear this crowd? — "What 
will people thinlt? 

The pretended lady again 

EteBaedme, with both her hands 
eld out — Only, niy dear, to gire 
orders about your things. 

And thua preaaed, audgazed at, 
(for then I looked about me) the 
women bo richly dressed, people 
whiEpering; in an evil moment, 
out Btepped I, trembling, forced to 
lean with both my hands (frighted 
too much for ceremony) on the 
pretended Lady Betty's arm — 
that I had dropped down dead 



We shall stay but a few minutea, 
my dear! — bat a few minutes! 
aaid the same speciouB jilt ~ out 
of breath with her joy, aa 1 have 
since thought, that tbey had thus 
triumphed orer the unhappy vic- 

Come, Mrs. Sinclair, I think 

eiurnameis, shewus the way — 
llowingher, and leading me, I 
amTCrythiraty. Ton haye frighted 
me, my dear, with your strange 
fears. I must have tea made, if 
it can be doner 
have further to 



:e°^ 



It shall be ready h 
cried the wretch. We have wali 
boiling. 

Haateu, then — come, my dear, 
tome, aa alio led me through the 
passage to the fatal inner houie— 
lean upon me! — how you tremble 
— how you falter in your steps! — 
Dearest niece Lovelace, [the old 
wrelchbeinginhearing] why these 
hurries uponyour spirita? — Wa'll 



and must return toHampaleaittviB t\\e to 
nigbt. \6\iotV 



known parlour. 

Never was any body sogentie, 
so meek, so low-voiced as tiw 
odious woman! drawling out hiB 
puling accent, all the oblic^ 
things she could say: awed, ISmb 
thought, by theconacioosdigni^ 
of a woman of quality; glittering 
with jewels. 

The called-for tea was ready 
presently. 

There waa no Mr. Helton, 1 be- 
lieve; for the wretch went not to 
anybody, unleasit were white we 
were parleying in the coach. No 
such person, however, appeared 
at the tea-table, 

I was made to drink two dishes, 
with milk, complaisantly urged 
by the pretended ladies helping 
me each to one. I was stupid to 
their bands; and when I took the 
tea, almost choked with vapours; 
and could hardly swaUow. 

J thought, tramdenUi/ thought, 

., .. that the tea, the last dish parli- 

We 1 cularly, had an odd taste. They, 

Mrs. Sinclair, Ion my palating it, observed that 



were acciiBtomed to from their I 
dairies. 

I have no doubt that my two 
dbhes, and perhaps my bartsborn 
were prepared for me: iii which 
case it was more proper for their 
purpose, that Mf'/ should help me, 
than that 1 should help nij/w//*. Ill 
before, I found myself still more 
aad more disordered in my bead : 
a heaiy torpid pain increasing 
fast upon me. But 1 imputed it to 
my terror. 

Nevertheless, at the pretended 
ladies' motion, I went up stairs, 
attended by Dorcas: who affected 
to weep for joy, that she once 
more saw my llessed face: that 
was the vile creature's word, and 
immectiately I set about taking 
outsome of my clothes, orderitig 
what should be put up, and what 
sent after me. 

While I was thus employed, up 
came the pretended Lady Betty, 
in a hurrying way — My dear, 
you won't be long before you are 
read^. My nephew is veiy busy 
in writing answers to his letters: 
ao I'll juat whip away and change 
my dress , and call upon you in an 
instant. 

madam ! ^ I nni ready I I am 
now ready 1 — You must not leave 
me here. And down I sunk, af- 
frighted, into a chair. 

This instant, thisinstant I will 
return — before you can be ready 
— before you can have packed up 

f'our things — we would not be 
ate — the robbers we have heard 
of may be out — don't let us be 
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could say auother word. Her^r^f 
tendedniecewent withher, with- 1 
out taking notice to me of her 1 
going. 

I had no suspicion yet, that 
these women were not indeed the 
ladies they personated; and I 
blamed myself formy weak fears. 
^It cannot be, thought I, that 
sudi ladies will abet treachery 
against a poor creature they are 
so fond of. Tbey must undoubt- 
edly be the persons they appear to 
what foliy to doubtitl The 
the drees, the dignity of 
inofqualih'. Howunworthy 
of them , and of my charity, con- 
:luded 1 , is this ungeneroui 
ihadow of suspicion! 

So recovering my stupefied 
ipirits, as well as they could be 
recovered, (for I was heavier and 
havier: and wondered to Dor- 
, what ailed me: rubbing ray 
eyesaud taking some of her snuff, 
pinch after pinch, to very little 
purpose) I pursued my employ- 
ment: but when that was over, all 
packed up that I designed to bfi 
packed up; and I had nothing to 
do but to iMnt; and found them 
tarry so long ; 1 thought I should 
have gone distracted, I shut my- 
-"■ "- - - theohamber that had been 
kneeled, I prayed; yet 
knewnot whatlprayed for: then 
ranoutagain: it was almost dark 
night, I said; where, wherewaa 
Mr. LiDveiaceV 



le to me, taking no notice 
at first of my consternation —' 
late. wildness (what lt.K^ Vi».4 ^-s sn 

And away abe Aurried before 1 [made ma mtoVcuftA iwA. 
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AU goes well, aaid be, mydenr' 
— A line from Capt. TomhnBon I 

All indeed did go well for the 
villainoua projectof the moat cruel 
andmoBt villainous of men! 

I ik'naniled bis aunt! — ' I d-e- 
mandril hia conain! — -The even- 
ing, I said, was closingi — My 
head was very, vei-ij bad, I re- 
member I anid — and it grew 
worse and worse — 

Terror, however, as yet kept up 
my spirits; and I insisted upon 
his going himself to hasten thetn. 

He caLed hia servant. He raved 
at the stfx for Iheir delay; 'twas 
well that bus! nesB of conseqnence 
seldom depended upon auch pa- 
rading, unpunctual triflers! 

H'" servant came. 

Ha ordered him to fly to his 
cousin Leeson's , and to let Lady 
Betty and his cousin know how 
uneasy we both were at their de- 
lay: adding of his own accord, 
Desire them, if they don't come 
instantly, to send their coach, and 
we will go without them. Tell 
them I wonder they'll serve me so! 

1 thought thia was considerately 
and fairly put. But now, indiffe* 
rent as my head was, I had a little 
time to consider the man and his 
behaviour. He terrified me with 
his looks, and with hia i 
emotions, as he gazed upi 
Evident jiiij-suppre^.'ifd emotions, 
B I have since recollected. Hia 



the women's at the vile faoase ap- 
peared to me when I first saw 
them : and at times, sach a leering 
mischief- bo ding cast! — I would 
have given the world to have been 
an hundred miles from him. Yet 
his behaviour was decent — a de- 
cency, however, that I might have 
seen to be struggled for — for he 
snatched my hand two or thrM 
times, with a vehemence in bia 
grasp that hurt me; speakine 
words of tenderness through Iub 
shut teeth, as it seemed; andlet 
it go with a beggar-voiced humble 
accent, like the vile woman's jast 
before ; half - inward ; yet hit 
words and manner carryiug the 
appearance of strong, and almost 
convulsed paaaion I — O my dear! 
what mischief was he not then 
meditating! 

I complained once or twice of 
thirat. M^mouthseemed parched. 
At the time, 1 supposed that it 
was my terror (gaspmg often as 1 
did for breath) that parched up 
the roof of my mouth. 1 called 
for water: some table-beer was 
brought me; beer, I suppose, was 
ft better vehicle (ifl were not dosed 
enough before) for their potions. 
I told the maicl, that she kaewl 



I. being extremely thirsty, I drank 
it, aa what came next: and in- 
istantly, as it were, found myself 
sentences short , and pronounced much worse than before: as if 
as if hia breath were touched.|inebriated, 1 should fancy: I 
Never saw I hia abominable eyes [ know not how. 
look, as then they looked — I His servant was gone twice as 
triumph in them! — Fiette an4\o-n%«a Ve -aeAifti-. aiid just be- 
wild; and more diaagreea\i\etba.vi',io« tea xiA-mvi, tws-imiss.tA.'fea 
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pretended Lady Bettj's nitli a 
letter for Mr. Lovelace. 

He sent it up to me, I read it: 
snd then it was thatllhoaght my- 
aelf a lost creature: it being to 
put off her going to Haropatead 
that night, on accoont of violent 
fits nfaichMisBMonta^en-aspre- 
tended to be seised with; forthen 
immediately came into mj bead 
biB vile attempt upon rae in this 
house; therevenge that m^ flight 
might too probably inspire him 
nith on that occasion, and be- 
ise of the difficalty I made to 
give bim , and to be reconciled 
bim: hia very looks wild and 
dreadful to me; and the women of 
the house such as I had more roa- 
Bon than ever, e»en from the pre- 
tended Lady Betty's hiut, to be 
afraid of: all theBe crowding 
together in my appreiiensive 
mind , I fell into a kind of frenzy. 
I have not rememhraaee bow I 
was, for the time it lasted: but I 
know, that in my iirst agitations, 
I pulled off my head' dress and tore 
my rnffles in twenty tatters, and 
■an to find him out. 

When a little recovered I in- 
sisted upon the Hot he had given 
oftheircoach. ButthemeEGenger, 
he said, bad told him, that it was 
Bent to fetch a nliyaician , lest bis 
chariot should be put up, or not 

I then ineisted upon going di- 
rectly to Lady Betty's lodgings. 

Mrs.Leeaon'swasnowacrowdedi 
house, he said, and as my eara-j 
estness could be owing to nothing ' 
but groundlesBapprebengion, [ana I 
O what voira, what protestanons 
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ofhis honour, did he thenmakel] 
be hoped I would not add to theip 
present conecm. Charlotte, in- 
deed, was u9Cd to fits, be said, 
upon any great surprises, whether 



1 



Montague's now and then at 
Uampslead, Eomething wildiah? 
I was afraid for her then. .Silence 



j'ra, will but augment the poor 
girl's disorder, if you should go. 

All impatient with grief ana ap- 
prehension, I still declared my- 
self resolved not to stay in that 
house till morning. Ali I had in 
the world, my rings, my watch, 
my little money, foracoach: orif 
one were not to be got, I would 
go on foot to Hampstead that 
night, though I walked it by my- 
self. 

A coach was hereupon sent for, 
orjiretended to be sent for. Any 
price, be said, he would give to 
obliee me, late as it was; andhe 
would attend me with all bis sonL 
But no coach was to be got. 

Let me cut short the rest. I 
grew worse and worse in my 
head; now stupid, now raving, 
now scnseleas. The vilest of vile 
women was brought to fiiehten 
me. Never was there so horrible a 
creature, as slie appeared to 
at the time. 

1 remember, I pleaded foe 
mercy. iTCiawiiiM 'CaaS.'VwflA,'' 
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aadfuili hied ■« — ud thn'ooBklBMtakieknc •(■«, lAn 
Mdi HCMs fallowed— MIT dMjIeAtfacnmi, faenaeertbe 
4tn, Mdi diMdfBl •noei! — itue rfMudnHKaa^id bcai; 
FibmiM iu (UitdTiadtedaad[l«a«i«. For tfecvUBnalK 
InyriMll7 wcMbered) |iiii [iii iillin il«|ii fjiiia Piili^M 
caring me BO (onpaMOD — hatialuMt ddetaioM dfacto ms 
ileMh WM witUwld bixn ■k.I^' mldlecti, m I bve UhM; 
That would hXTV be«ii too grat mflomncb thai, for Mroal dip 
amercj! i logclher. 1 wa> mder a Etn^ 

' " " now fliopisg, DOW 



TuiJtwax I tricked and deluded; 
back br blacker hearts of my 01 
sex, tban I thooght there were 
the world ; who appeared to tne 

be persoiu of honour: and, when'arayofreafionbronght 
in nil power, thus barbaroiulj to my remerabrance what 



dozing, now weejUDg, n< 

DOW idibblinz, tearing wfaal i 

scribbled , as Tast as 1 (Tn>te it; 

miserable when now and then 



I f treated b; this Tillainoi 

I was so lenselcM, that 1 dare 
not aver that the horrid creatures 
of the houBO were peraonallj 
in^ and abetting: but a 
vimonniT remembrances I hai 

female hgnroR, flittiug, ael j 

Nuyihefnre my sight ; the wretched 



owiiiK to the terror I had 
ceivcilof the worse than maacuiine 
violence she had been permitted 
to assume to me, for expressing 
my abhorrence ofher house; and 
UK wbut I suffered from his bar- 
barity wants not that aggrava- 
tion; 1 will say uo more on a sub- 
teut so shocking as this roust ever 
IB to my romembrnnce. 

I never saw the personating 
wretcbos afterward e. He persisted 
til tho lAitt (drcudfiilly invoking 



suffered. 



LETTER XC, 



TTie lady next givet an accovnt. 
Of her recovery from her de- 
lirium and sleepy disorder: 
Of her attempt to get away in Ina 

absence : 

Of the conversations tJiat fol- 
lowed, at his return, between 



Of her several efforts to escape: 
Of her treaty with Dorcas to 
assist her in it: 
Of Dorcas's dropping the promis- 
sory note, undoubtedly, as she 
says , on purpose to betray' 



!ra]lthe«i«|^| 
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teri'ify her; and perhaps 
commit Iresh outriigea upon 

Of his setting out for M. Hall 
Of his repeated letters to induce 
her to meet him at the altar, 
beriincle'a anniversary: 
Of her determined silence to 

them all: 
Of her second escape, effected, 
BH she says, contrary to her 
own oipectation: that attempt 
being at first but the iuteuded 
prelude to a more promising 
one, which she bad formed in 
ber mind : 
Jnil iif other partietilam ; which 
beijig to be jound i7i Mr. Love- 
lace's letleri preceding, and the 
Utter ijf his friend Belford, are 
omitted. She then proceedi ; 
The very hour that I found my- 
self in a place of safety, I took pen 
to write to you. When I begau, 
I designed onl^ to write six or 
eight lines, to inquire after your 
health; for, having heard nothing 
from you, 1 feared, indeed, that 
jo\Lhaiitieen,B,ndslill n'ere, too ill; 
to write. But no sooner did my| 
pen beeinto blot the paper, hut 
mj Bad heart hurried it into 
length. The apprehensions I had 
lain under, that 1 should not be 
abletoget away; thefatigucl had 
in efFectmg my escape: tlie diffi- 
culty of procuring a lodging for 
myself: having disliked the people 
of two houses, and those of a third , 
disliking me; for you must think 
I made a frighted appearance — 
these, (ogetlier with the reool- 
lectioa of ivhatlsafferedfromhim, 



ODS O'i^l 

laolate'^l 
rdered ^M 
mbled H 

on re- ■ 



and my further apprehensions of| 
my insecurilj, and my desolate* 
circumstances, had so disordered 
me, that I remember I rambled 
strangely in that letter. 

In short, I thought it, 
perusal, a half-distracted one : aaz 
I then despaired (were I to begin 
again) of writing better: bo llet 
it go: and can have no excuse for 
directing it as I did, if the cause 
of the incoherence in it will not 
furnish me with a. very pitiable 

The letter I received from your 
mother was a dreadful blow tome. 
But nevertheless it had the good 
effect upon me (labouring, as I did 
just then, under a violent fit of 
vapourish despondency, and al- 
most yielding to it) which profiiw 
bleeding and blisteringa have in 
paralytica! and apoplectical 
strokes; reviving my attention, 
and restoring ine to spirits to 
combat the evils 1 was surrounded 
by — sluicing off, and diverting 
into a new channel (if 1 may be 
allowed another metaphor) the 
overcharging woes which threat- 
[ened once more to overwhelm my 
intellects, 

, But yet I most sincerely la- 
mented (and still lament) in your 
mother's words, ihal 1 carmni Ite, 
unhappi/ hi/ myelf; and was 
grieved, not only for the trouble I 
had given you before; but for the 
new one I had brought upon you 
by my inattention. 

She then givet the lubitance o/tAa J 
letters the wrate ta Hri. Kvr 
I to Lady Bcltij Lauyreit^e , 
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W™. tforfg-pj; flj also of their 
answers; tahereby she diteel«il 
all Mr, Lovelace'i impotlures . 
She proceoda asfotlovis; 

I eannnt, however, forbear to 
wonder how the Tile Tomliuson 
coald come at the knowledge of 
aereral of the things he told me 
of, and which contribnted to give 
me confidence in him*. 

I douht not that the stories of 
Mrs. Fretchville, and her house, 
would he found aa viie impostnres 
as any of the rest, were I to in- 
quire; and bad loot enough, and 
too much already against the per- 
jured man. 

How have I heen led on I — 
What will be the end of such & 
false and peijured creaturel 
Heaven not lesB profaned and 
defied by him, than myself, de- 
ceived and abusedl This, bow- 
ever, aeai nut myself , ImuBtsay, 
that if what 1 have suffered be the 
natural consequence of my first 
error, I never can forgive mijsi/f, 
although you are so partial in my 
favour as to say, that I was not 
censurable for what passed before 
my first escape. 

And now, honoured madam, 
and my dearest Mibb Howe, who 
are to 8it in judgment upon my 
case, permit me to lay down my 
pen with one request, which, with 
the greatest earnestness , I make 



both; and that is, that yon 
relation to the potions and the 



neither of y 



i 
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u open your 
potions and 
I have hmted at. — Not 
that I am solicitous , that my dis- 
grace should be bidden A-om the 
world, or that it should not bs 

generally known , that the man 
as proved a villain to me: for 
this, it seems, every body but 
myself expected from his ch»- 
racter. But suppose, as hii «!■ 
tions by me are really of a cafial 
nalure, it were insisted upon, tbtt 
I should appear to prosecute him, 
and his accomplices , in a, covit et 
justice, how do you think I coald 
bear that? 

But since my character, before 
the capital enormia , was lost in 
the eye ofthe world i and thattiwn 
the very hour I loft my father's 
house; and since all my own hopes 
of worldly happiness are entirely 
over; let me slide quietly into my 
grave; and let it not be remem- 
bered, eicept by one friendly 
tear, and no more, dropt from 
your gentle eye, mine own dear 
Anna Howe, on the happy day 
that shall shut up all my sor- 
rows , that there was such a crea- 
ture as Clabissa Harxowej^ 
Saliirdii;, Jul; 8. ^ 



anndsj, July*. 
May heaven signalize its ven- 
geance in the face of all tlie world 
upon the most abandoned and 
profligate of men! — And in its 
■OTm\.\n\ft, 1 doubt not but it will. 
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BxrOND THIS for the reward of your ■ 
BufferingB ! 

Another gfaockiog detection, mj 
dearl — How have you been 
deluded I — Very watchful I have 
thought you: very sagacious : — 
but, alas! not watchful, not 
Bagacious enough, for the horrid 
villain you have bad to deal 
with! — 

The letter you aeut me inclosed 
as mine, of the Tth of June, is a 
villainous forgery*. The hand, 
indeed, is aBt«nishingly like mine; 
and the cover, I see, is actually 
inyc«ver; but yet the letter is not 
BO exactly imitated, but that (had 
yon had any BuspiciouB about his 
vileneaaat the time) you, who so 
well know my hand, might have 
detected it. 

In short, this vile forged letter, 
though a long one , coutaiua but a 
few extracts from mine. Mine 
was a very long one. He has 
omitted every thing I see, in it, 
that could have shewn you what a 
detestable house the house is; 
and given you suspicions of the 
vile Tomlinson. — You will see 
this, and how he has turned Miss 
Lardner's information, and my 
advices to you, [execrable villain!] 
to bis own horrid ends, by the 
rou_gh draft of the genuine letter, 
which I shall inclose **. 

Apprehensive for ft.jjA our aafe- 
ties from the villainy of such a 
daring and profligate contriver, I 
must call upon you, my dear, to 
resolve upon taking legal ven- 
geance of the inf em afwretch. And 
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itraged by 

She then glrea the parliculari of 
the report made by the ynung 

/etiuw whom she lent to Hamp- 
stead with her teller; and who 
tiipposed he had delivered it into 
her own hand;* and titen pro- 

I am astonished, that the'vile 
wretch, who could know nothing 
of the time my messenger (whose 
honesty I can vouch for) would 
come, could have a creature ready 
to personate you! Strange, that 
the man should happen to arrive 
just aa you were gone to church, 
IBS 1 find was the fact, on com- 

Earing what he says, with your 
intthat you were at church twice 
that day) when he might have got 
to Mrs. Moore's two hours before! 
— But had you told me , my dear, 
thattheviiiain had found youout, 
and was about you! — You should 
have done that — yet 1 blame you 
upon a judgment founded on the 
euerifonlyl 

I never had any iaith in the 
stories that go current among 
country girls, of spectres, fa- 
miliars, and demons; yet I see not 
any other way to account for this 
wretch's successfiil villainy, and 
for his means of working up hia 
specious delusions, but by sup- 
posing (if he be not the devil him- 
self) that be hiia a familiar con- 
stantly at his elbow. Sometimes 
it seems to mb , \,'aa,\. Vca& \«.'m£ins. J 
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u the ihape of that Bolemn 
villain Tomlinson: BOmetimes that 
of the eiecrable Sinclair, as he 
calls her: aometimeB it is per- 
mitted to take that of Lady Bctty 
Lawrence — but, wlien it wonld 
asBume the angelic shape and i 
of my beloved friend, see what a 
bloated figure it made! 

'Tia my opinion, my dear, that 
you will be no longer safe where 
you are, than while the V. ia in 
the country. Words are poor! — 
or bow could I execrate him! I 
have hardly any doubt that he has 
Hold himself for a time. tna^ 
the tune be short! — Or may his 
infernal prompter no more keep 
covenant with him , than he does 
with others. 

1 eucloBe not only the rough 
, draft of my long letter mentioned 
above; but the beads of that which 
the young fellow Ibougbt he de- 
livered into your owu hands at 
llampstead. And wheu you have 
perused them , I will leave you to 
judge , how much reason 1 had to 
be surprised , that you wrote me 
not an answer to either of those 
letters; one of which you owned 
youhadreceived(thoughitproved 
to be bis forged one): the other 
delivered into your own bands, as 
I was assured ; and both of them 
of so muub concern to your honour : 
and still how much more surprised 
I must be, when! received aletter 
from Mrs. Townaend, dated June 
15, fromHampstead, importing, 
"That Mr. Lovelace, who bad 
been with you several days, had 
on the Monday before, oioatfal 
Jad/ Betty and his coubih, rtct\^ 
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dressed, and in a coach and font, 
tovisityou: who, with yourowa 
consent, bad carried you to town 
with them — to your former 
lodgings; where you still were: 
that the Hanipstead women be- 
lieved you to be married; and 
reflected upon me as a fomeater 
of differences between man tad 
wife; that he himself wu Si 
Hampstead the day before; nt. 
Wednesday the 14tb; and bouled 
of his happiness with you; invitiiig 
Mrs. Moore, Mrs. Bevia, and Miu 
Hawltns to go to town, toviaitlus 
apouee; which they promised » 
do: that he declared, that JOK 
were entirely reconciled to ^001 
former lodgings; — aad thlfc 
finally, the women at HampatOiA 
totd Mrs. Townsend, tJiat bl 
had very handsomely diBchai;gei 

I own to you, my dear, thatP 
was so much surprised and dii- 
gusted at these appearanoes 
against a conduct till then udn- 
ceptionable, that I was resolved 
to make myself as easy as I could, 
and wait till you should think fit 
to write to me. But I could reiu-m 
my impatience but for a few days; 
and on the 20th of June I wrote 
a sharp letter to you , which 1 find 
you did not receive. 

What a fataUty, my dear, has 
appeared in your ease, from the 
very beginning till this hour! Had 
my mother permitted 

liut can I blame her; when yoa 
have a father and mnther living, 
who have so much to answer forV 
laa Ki\uAi\ — H,a no father and 
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Bnt again 1 must eiecrate the 
AnuidODBd villain — yet, as I said 
wfore, all words are poor, Bud 
leoeaUi the occasion. 

Bnt see we not, in the horrid 
lejories and treachery of this 
nan, what rakea and libertines 
liU do, when they get a young 
Ueatute into their power? It is 
irobable, that he might have the 
Btolerable presumption to hope 
In easier conquest: but, when your 
unexampled vigilance and exalted 
rirtue made potions, and rapes, 
Ud the atmoat vloleneea, neces- 
nry to the attainment of his 
leiettable end, we aee that be 
wrer scmpled them. I have no 
isubt, that the same or equal 
triekedness would be oflener com- 
nitted by men of his villainous 
Mt, if the folly and credulity of 
he poor inconsiderates who throw 
Hiemselves into their hands, did 
not give them an easier triumph. 

With what comfort muat those 
^rents reflect upou these things, 
rfao have happily disposed of their 
daughters iu marriage to a. vir- 
aooB man! And how happy the 
ronng women who find themselves 
lafe in a worthy protection! — If 
uooh a person as Miss Clarissa 
teorlowe could not escape, who 
jean be secure? — Since, though 
fiBVeiT' rake ia not a Lovelace, 
r&eitner is every woman a Chi- \ 
|«is»a; and bis attempts were butl 
*roportioned to your 
Suid vigilance. 
I My mother bas commanded 



^ilso 



'■?■ J 
another letter ^ and send it 
to you with this, by a special mes- 

But, for the future, if you ap- 
prove of it , 1 will send my letters 
by the usual hand (CoUius's) to be 
left at the Saracen's Head, on 
Hnow Hill : whither you may send 
1 we both used to do, {to 
i] eicept such as we shall 
think £t to transmit by the post; 
which I am afraid, after myncit, 
must he directed to Mr. Hickman, 
as before: since my mother is for 
fixing a condition lo our corre- 
spondence, which, I doubt, you 
will not comply with , thongn I 
wish you would. This condition 
I shall acquaint you with hy- 
and-bj. 

Meantime, begging excuse for 
all the harsh things in my last, of 
which your sweet meeloiees and 
superior ereatuess of soul have 
now made me raost heartily 
ashamed, I beseech you, my dear- 
eat creature, ■ ■ " 



. NOW, my dearest friend, _ 
ne my pen, to obey my mother, 

in giving you her opinion upon 

your unhappy story. 

She still harps upou the old 

string, and will have it, that all 

your calamities mc ii'wvai{,to-^i«t i 
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first fatal step; for she belieres'the strange eansc? If, in&ncd 
(what [ caDDOt) that jour rela-lahe, mch complicUed vU^hif u 
tioiu had intended, after oiie|thiB(wheT« perjury, potions, for- 
generaltrialoiore, tocomplywithleerj, sabomaiiou, are All eom- 
Tonr aTeraion . if tbey bad found i bined to effect the ntin of an inno- 
it as riveted aoneae, let me say, | cent creature, and todiahononr* 
it vaa a folly to suppose it would j family of eminence, and where 
not b«foaud to be, after eomaDy those very crimes, asmaybeaip- 
ri(Ani/riWY repeated experiments. I posed, are proofs of herlnnocenoe) 
Ab to your latter sufferingGJTOm if to go off with impuni^, what 
that vileBt of miscreants, she is case will deserve to be bro[«bt 
nnalterably of opiuion, that if alllinto judgment: or what m^e- 
be as yon have related (which abe | factor ought to be hauged? 
donbts not) with regfard to the Then she thinks, and '' * 



Eotious, and to the violences you 
avesuataiued, yon ought, by all 
meaua, to set on foot a proaecu- 
tioD against him, and against bis 
devilish accomplices. 

She aaks, what murderers, what 
ravishers, would be brought to 
justice, if niodestij were to be H 
general pies , and allowable, 
against appearing in a court to 



u. 



ShesayB.thatthegoodofBociety 
requirea, that such abeastof pre^ 
should be bunted out of it: and, if 
you do not prosecute him, she 
thinka you will be answerable for 
all the mtschiefB he may do in the 
course of his future villainous life. 
Will it be thought; Nancy, said 
she, that Mias Clanaaa Harlowe 
can be in esrueiit , when abe says, 
the is not solicitouB to have her 
diasraces concealed from the 
world, ifshe be afraid or asbamed 
to appear in court, todo juatice to 
herself and her sen against him? 
Will it not be rather surmised, 
thrit abo may bo apprehensive, 
that some wcaknean, ot \iiiV.\iig, 
love, will appear upoat\iett\s.\(i'k\» la-s 



that the vile creatures hia aceoin- 
plices ought, by all means, to be 
brought to condi^pUDishmentiU 
they must and will be, upon bring- 
ing bim to his trial: and this maj 
be a means to blow up and root 
out a whole nest of vipers, and 
«ave many innocent creatures, 

She added, tbat if Miss Clariua 
Harlowe could be so indiffereol 
about having this public justice 
doue npon such a wretch tor her 
iiwn sake, she ought to overcome 
her BCruples out of regard to her 
family, her acquaintance, and her 
sex, which are all highly injured 
and scandalised by his villainy to 

For her own part, sbedeclarei, 
that were she your mother, shs 
would forgive you upon no other 
terms : and, upon yourconiplianee 
with these, she berself wilt nnder- 
take to reconcile all your familj 
to you. 

These, my dear, are my mother's 
sentiments upon your and story. 

1 cannot say, but there nre 
. and justice in them ; and it 
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very eight for the kw to oblige an 
injured woman toproBecute, and 
to make seduction, on the man's 
part capital, where his studied 
EMiaeness, and uo fault inJuirwiU, 
appeared. 

To this purpose the custom in 
the Isle of Man is a very good 

"If a single woman there proae- 
cutes a single man for a rape, the 
ecclesiastical judges impannel a 
juiy; and. if this jury find him 
gufity, he is returned j/ui'i/;/ to the 
temporal courts: where, if he be 
convicted, the deemster, or judge, 
delivers to the woman a rope, a 
Bword, and a ring; andshenaslt 
iu her choice to have him hanged, 
beheaded, or to marry him." 

One of the two former, I thinit, 
should always he her option. 

I long for the full particulars of 
your story. You must have but 
too much time upon yoar hands, 
for a mind so active as yours, if 
tolerable health and spirits be af- 
forded you. 

The villainy of the worst of men, 
and the virtue of the most escel- 
lent of women, I eipect will be 
exemplilied in it, wei'e it to be 
written in the same connected and 
particular manner in which you 
used to write to me. 

Try for it, my dearest friend; 
and since you cannot give the 
example without the a-aming, give 
£alA, for the sakes of all thoae who 
shall hear of your uuhappy fate ; 
beginning from yours of June 5, 
your prospects then not disagree- 
able. 1 pity you tor the task; 



though I cannot willingly e; 
you tromit. 

Mv mother will have me add, 
that she must imitl upon yoor | 
prosecuting the villain. She re- 
peats tbat she makes that a con- 
dition on which she permits our 
future correspondence. Let me 
therefore know your thoughts 
upon it 1 asked her, if she would 
be willing that 1 should appear to 
support you in court, if you com- 
plied? — By all means she said, if 
that would induce you to begin 
with him, and with the horrid 
women. 1 tbink I could attend 
1 could , were there 



Once more your thoughts of it, 
EuppoBin^it were to meet with the 
approbation of your relatione. 

But whatever be your detenni- 
natioaoa tliishead,it shall be mv 
constant prayer, that God will 

Eive you patience to besft your 
eavy atlhctions, as a person 
ought to do who has not brought 
them upon herself by a faulty 
will: that he will speak peace and 
comfort to your wounded mind; 
and give you many happy years. 
1 am, and ever will be. 

Your affectiouato and 
faithful 

AsHi. HoWB. 



The 



two preceding lellei'i vim 
int by a ipecial memenyitr i in 
le toverwerBiariltenlhe foUaW' 
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vat la kjMW jtm w well! — 
Wbcttw, wbcMC, had 1 tfaw 
vile impaOattf of ainritr 



MiM a»rUtt lUtu-w 



IMMM UntiiK* 'm mime oT tttrtha 
llN.WityetI«Mib«ilT&>r. Ido? WhillifTcanlBy? — P^ 
girvMj'Mtf. Itabewerad, hap*iit<rInd«Uwarheattfc(*Uch 

.... .. L ,,^, _ mn* grow worse, aa TecoUMtin 

of tbe part e<rib, Hud refleeSow | 
opon Uhem, grow be>*i«r aad ' 
heavier npoo mej may be my pro- 
tection. Once, indeed, 1 thonght 
of going atnoad; and had I tbe 
prospects of many years before 
me , I would go — bat , my dear, 
the blow is given. — Nor have yon 
reason, now, circomstanced ' 
am, t« be concerned thftt 



I F'irgitti f" , . 

L, Wfl)l'»"j' *i" ' 'ow** you —will 

W JM iotitirn mo to~ "'~ — 
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iear iriood , 1 do su earnestly wish 
for tiie last cloaiugscene, and wttli 
■O much comfort find myself in a 
Aeelining way, that I even some- 
Umea ungratefully regret that 
naturally healthy conBtitntion, 
vrhich used to double upou mo all 
toy enjoyments. 

Ah to the eaniesUy recom- 
Biended prosecution, I inay.poa- 
ubly touch upon it more largely 
hereafter, if everl shalihave better 
Bpirits; for they are at present 
extremely sunk and low. Itut, jnat 
BOW, I will only aay, that I would 
pooner Buffer every evil (the repe- 
tition of the capital one excepted) 
tlwi appear publicly in a court to 
do myself juaticc^. Aad I am 
heartily grieved, that your mother 
prescribes such a measure as the 
^nditioaof our future correspon.- 
, deuce: for thecoiitiauanceof your 
^endsbipiinydoariand the desire 
3 had to correspond with you to 
my life's end, were all my remain- 
ing hopeaandconaolatioii. Never- 
thelefis, as that friendship is in the 
power ofthe/wui;,not of the/iQHii 
<onIy, I hope I shall not forfeit 
'that. 

I O my dear! what would I give 
i^to obtain a revocation of my fa- 
;ikther'B maledictionl A reconcilia- 
3aoB ii not to be hoped fur. Yon, 
V«ho never loved my father, may 
''.think my soliuitade on this head a 
weakness: hut the muiive for it, 
EUuk as my spirits al tivies are, is 
■raot alwagu weak, 

• Dr.Irfwcn, tnLotterlTifl.ofVol.lv, 
by arKiiitieiita worlhy of bU cbarartnri 
otbert. Seel^lBTifx of (bil Volume.' 



I APPROVE of the method you 
prescribe for the conveyance of 
our letters; and have already 
cammed the porter of the inn to be 
engaged to bring to me yours, the 
moment that Collins arrives with 
them. Aud the servant of the 
house where I am, will he per- 
mitted to carry mine to CoUiua for 

1 have written a letter to Miss 
Rawlms of Ha wp stead ; the answer 
to which, just now received, has' 
helped tnc to the knowledge of the 
vile contrivance, by which this 
wicked man got your letter of 
June the 10th. I will give you the 
contents of botli. 

In mine to her, I briefly ac- 
quainted her, "with what had 
uefullenme, through the vileness 
of the women who had been passed 
upon me, as the auut and cousin 
ofthe wickedest of men; and own, 
that I never was married to him. 
I desire her to make particular 
inquiry, and to tetmehnow, who 
it was at Mrs. Moore's, that ou 
Sunday afternoon, June 11, while 
Iwas atchurch, received aletter 
from Miss Howe , pretending to be 
me , and lyii^ on a couch ; — 
which letter, had it come to my 
hands, would have saved me from 
ruin. I excuse myself (on the 
score ofthe delirium, which the 
horrid uaage I had received threw 
me into, aud from a confinement 
as barlmous us illegal) that I had 
not before applied to Mrs. Moore, 
for an account of what 1 ^ 
dehted to her: which axw 
,uow deawei. Kai, l*« 
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being traced by Mr. Lovolace, I man: I aee the great advantage 
directed her to aaperBcribe her they wereof tohim, intbeprOBG- 
tuiawer, To Mra. Mary Atkins; to ciition of his TiUainous designs 
bo left till called for, at the Belle against the poor wretch whom he 
Savutfe-iuK, on Ludgate Hill." | has ao lon^ made the sport of hia 

111 uer answer, ahe tells me, abhorred luventionH. 
"that the vile wretch prevailed Let me repeat , that I am quite 
upon Mrs. ]}evis to personate me, 'sick of life; and of an eartli, in 
[a BUddon motion ofma, it seems, l which innnceM and benenolial 
on ttio appearance of your mes- spirits are sure to be considtped 
sQngcr] and persuaded her to lielas aliens, and to be made sa&Kn 
nIouE on a couch : a handkerchief! by the senuine sons Bjid daugUcn 
ovorher neck and face; pretend- o*(Ao(fQr/i. 
ingl-obeillithn credulous woman How unhappr, that those lellen 
drawn iu by false notionsofjour only which could have acquainted 
ill offiens to keep up a variance me with hie horrid viem, ud 
botwecD a man and his wife—and' armed me against them, nd 
io taking iho lettex from your against the vileness of the base 
uiEUOf Dgcr (u me. I women, should fall into his handi! 

"Miss Hawlins takes pains to— Uahappier still, in that i^ 
excuse Mrs. Kevis's intention. She very escape toHampstead, eave 
cut praMCs their astouiehment and i him the opportunity of reoaviDg 
couceru at what I communicate: them! 

but is glad, however, and so they | Nevertheless I cannot hot alill 
are all, that Ibey know in time < wonder, how it was possible fiu 
the vitcnoiaof the base man; the, that TomUnson Io know whil 
two widows and herself having, at, passed between Mr. Hickmaa ud 
his oamsHt invitation, designed'my uncle Harlowe*; a cireaa- 
nin a vtiut at Mrs. Siuclair 's ; sup- 1 stance, whicb gave the vile B- 

Cosiitg all to be happy between poster most of his credit witt 
Im and me; as he assured them me. 
was the case. Ur. Lovelace, «he< How the wicked wt«Ic3i hnMS 
iuforms me, had haodsomely satis- could find me out at niai[>tfnii. 
fiod Uift. Moore. AudUissRaw- mustaborvmaiBwboUyKHvti^ 
liw cauel«de« with wishing Iu be to aie. He mmg gkn a kv nft- 
foraund with the particiilius of triraace: — He, w^ ^h 
McxbraordiMuya story, asihese widUdncss thma wit. 
pMticiiban M*y be nSnse, In let iBtecoat ri T a uee a l — 
her Me what wicked creat mw ; att, lAaD, I liiiwMj 
(wt>a»enaa««Ua8ikea) than an hope, he kaypy, wta 
iMthttWOTU." (WiMtA, win he — aii 

, BT desr, for the cu sav what? 
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CLAEISSA HAHLOWE, 

may you be happy I — and then ' even Lad fliey been Pagana who 

jour Clarissa cannot be wholly Iliad bowels. 

miserable. I I shall send this short letter [I 

' am obliged to make it a short one] 
by yiutip Rogers, as we call him; 
the fellow I sent to you to Hamp- 
stead; an innocent, thonghprag- 
matical rustic. Admit him, 1 pray 
you, into your presence, that he 
mar report to me how yon look, 
and how you are. 
Mr. Uickuan ehonld attend 

Jou: but 1 apprehend, that all 
is motions, and ray own too, are 
watched by the eiecrable wretch: 
as indeed his are by an ^ent of 
miner for 1 own, that lam so 
apprehensiTe of bis plots and re- 
venge, now I know that he has 
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Worjn. night, Jnly 13. 
, my dearest creature, 1 
It write, to express my 
)n your dejection. Let 
me beseech you, my charming 
eicellenee, let me beseech you, 
not to give way to it. 

Comfort yourself, on the con- 
trary, in the triumphs of a virtue 
nnsallied; a will wholly faultlesB. 
Who could have withstood the 
trials that you have nurmounted? 
— Your cousin Morden will soon 
eome. He will see justice done 
yon, I make no doubt, as well with 
regard to what concerns yourper- 
Bon as your estate. And many 
happy days may you yet see; and 
mueli good may you still do, 

aceidents 

But why, my dear, this pining 
solicitude continued after a recon- 
ciliation with relations as unwor- 
thy as implacable; whose wills 
are governed by an all-grasping 
brother , who finds his account in 
keeping the breach open? On 
this over-solicitude it is now plain 
tome, thatthe vilest ofmen built 
all his schemes. He saw that you 
thirsted after it, beyond all reason 
for hope. The view, the hope, 
' extremely desirable, had 
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my 

_„ , that he is the subject 

of my dreams, as well as of my 
waking fears. 

Mr mother, at my earnest im- 
portunity, has just given me leave 
to write, and to receive your let- 
but fastened this condition 
that yours 
,0 Mr. Hick- 
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man [this with a , -,c - 

to give him consideration with 
mej; and upon this further con- 
dition, that she is to see all we 
write, — " When girls are set upon 
apointj" she tola one, who told 
me agam, " it is better for a mo- 
ther, if possible, to make herself 
of their party, than to oppose 
them: ainco there will be then 
hopes that she will still bold the 
reins in her own hands." 
i uTiu, ciiroiiici;' uesnaiiiB, uau Pray let ma know ■wVv'i.t *isRi 

your fkmi)j- been C'hrielians; orlpeople aiQ-mV'hVanm-^'a'a.Vi^sg !^ 



35e ! 

— Shall I aend Mrs. Townsond to 
direct you to lodgings either more 
safe or more convenient for you? 

Be pleased to write to me hj 
Eogers; who will wait ou yon for 
your auswer, at your own time. 

Adiea, my dearest creature. 
Comfort ^'lunelf. as ^on would in 
the like unhappy circumstauces 
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1 AK eitremely concerned , 
dear Miaa Howe, for being pn- 
marily the occasion of the appre- 
hensions you hare of this wicked 
man's vindictive attempts. What 
a widB-B[)reading error ia mine ! — 

If I £ud that be seta on foot 
any tnachinafion against jou, or 
against Mr. Hickman, I do aasnre 

fou 1 will consent to prosecute 
im, althoughl were sure I should 
not survive my first appearance at 
the bar he ahoold be arraigned at. 
I own the jnaticc of your mo- 
ther's arguments on thatsubject; 
but must say, that 1 think there' 
are circumstances in my particular! 
case, which will oicuse me, al-' 
though on a slighter occasion than I 
that yon are apprehensive of, I . 
should decline to appear againsti 
him. I have said, tbatlmayone 
day enter more particularly into' 
this argument. | 

Your messenger has now indeed [ 
seen me. I talked with him on thei 
cheat put upon him at Hamp- 
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stead: and am sony to 1 
reason to aay, that bad not# 
poor young man been very «""" 
and very nelf-iruf'fieienl, telUL 
been so grossly deluded. Mc* 
vis baa the same plea 
herself. Agood-natoredthoo^ 
less woman; not used to cobymh I 
with so vile and bo specious t<fe- 
ceiver as him, who made liii id- 
vantage of both these t 
creatures. 

I think I cannot be m , 
tbanwherelam. Ihopelai 
All the risk I run, is in _ 
out, and returning from mMi 
prayers; which I have two or II 
times ventured to do; onoe at 
Lincoln's -Inn chapel, at elemi 
once at St. Dunstan'e Fleet atii!«l, 
at seven in the morning,* in* 
chair both times; and twice d*il 
in the morning, at the neighbo■^ 
ingcbuToh inCoventGardeo.TIW 
wicked wretches I have esetped 
from, will not, I hope come to 
church to look for me; espeoftllj 
at so early prayers; and I bate 
fixed upon me privatest pew m 
the latter diurfh to hide myself in; 
and perhaps 1 ma^ lay out alitth 
matter in an ordinair gown, br 
way of disguise; my face halltiia 
by my cap. — 1 am very uiirele* 
my dear, of my appearance no*. 
Neat and clean, takes up tbe 
whole of my attention. 

The man sname at whose boiui 
I lodge, is Smith — a glove matoi 
as well as seller. His wife is Hit 
shop-keeper. A dealer also U.|| 
stockings, r"""' 




perftuneis. A matron-like woman, 
pUuu-htiaited, and prudent. I'be 
husband an uoneBt, induBtrioiis 
man. And they livein coodunder- 
Btanding witheacliotfier: a proof 
with me, that their hearts are 
right; for where a married couple 
live together upon ill terms, it ie 
a sign , I think , that each knows 
something amisB of the other, 
either with regard to temper or 
morals , which if the world knew 
SB well as themselves, it would 
perhaps as little like them, as 
Huch people like each other. 
Happy the marriage, where nei- 
ther man nor wife has any wilful 
or premeditated evil in their 
general conduct to reproach the 
other with! — Por even persons 
who have bad hearts will have a 
veneration for those who have 
good ones. 

Two neat rooms, with plain, 
but clean furniture on the first 
floor, are mine; one they call the 
dioiog room. 

I'here is, np another pair of 
ataira, a veiy worthy widow 
lodger, Mrs. Lovick by name; 
who, although of low fortunes, 
is much respected, as Mrs. Smith 
asBurcemc, by people of condition 
of her acquaintance, for her piety, 
pmdencc, and understanding. 
With her I propose to be well 
acquainted. 

Ithankyou, my dear, foryour 
kind , your seasonable advice and 
consolation. I hope I shall have 
'piQK grace given me than to de- 
'•"'"''^ in there/ij/i'riusaenaeof the 
especially, as 1 can apply 
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me, that neither my will, _, 

inconaideraleucss, has contributed 
to toy calamity. But, neverthe- 
less, the irreconcileablenesB of 
my relations, whom I love with 
unabated reverence; my ap- 
hensions of fresh violences 
is wicked man, I doubt, will 
, jet let me rest] ; ray being 
destitute of protection; myyonth, 
y sex, my unacquaintedness 
:th the world, subjecting me to 
insults: my reflections on the 
scandal 1 have given, added to 

.1 , of tiiB indignities 1 have 

from a man , of whom I 
deserved not ill; all together will 
undoubtedly bring on the effect, 
that cannot be undesirable to me, 
— The slower, however, perhaps 
from my natural good constitu- 
tion; and, 03 I preHume to ima- 
gine, from principles which Ihope 
'" ' due time, andhyduere- 



all 



PP 



\eit tiie comfort you give^atorj ot \i 



my bead is much 

dis d ed ha e not indeed 
enj d w th any degree of 
clea n n be violence done 
to tha and o my heart too, bj 
the w ked art he abandoned 
creatures I was cast among. 

1 must have more conflicts. At 
times I find myself not subdued 
enough to my condition. 1 will 
welcome those conflicts as they 
come, 3.3 praiaiuiHari/ on6a — but 
jet my father's malediction — the 
temporary pait so strangely and 
so literally completed ! ^ I can- 
not, however, think, when my 
mind is Urongesi — hvA'wtsS.w.'^QS. 
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tfaeknerof 

for Ite (b tewraf jKaV mw' AD fl 
MlbrintiieSTlkck^Meroi'Gcne- ihall b^. tbu w91 1 pvi'dnni: 
da? Uf father Med, I nin>nlMr,>rei7 nolitm, eraj n- of lar 
to cnfttee ibe doetrine dedociUe beloTifd pfnoa, eroy look wS) 
fronil, on Im dnldren, b^rmaaj'Itrjtodeacnbe; aBil wbeaihait 
iVgomeM*. Al iea«t UicictiDre, ie mSiaa, 1 wiQ eadearaar to td 
mtwt bdieretberebgnat weig^jtbee ba tbooglitB, exilic vW 
ID the eane be ha* amainiced: tbt^- are, or -wbai IwoaUk 
and ■halll ooibeMiBeiUiiubiget thentobiB — aod"*^-* — ^^ — ^ 
it reToked, that heiiiajiiotfceie-!l (ball nem i 
AfteTbegne*ed.foritijMke, tbatlHanne '-" '*- 
bedidn^r rerokieit? b a bli 

All I will St preaeat add, areiroiiiid i 

mjr thuikito your tnother for heribeneatii. andeverrtlldBglM 
iudalgeuce to as. Dae compli- i (for nothing can 1 atjog) r 
menta to Hr. Hickman; and my blank whhoal her 
rMueit that yaa [will beliere me 
to be, to my last boor, and beyond 
it, ifpoMiDle, my beloved friend, 
and my lUara- self (for what is 
iiotr niyieir!) 

Vonr obliged and affectionate 
Cl. Hulowe. 
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Ur. Lavclsee to JahD Bclfgrd, Eiq. 
Frld.)!, jQ]y 7. 

] HAVE three of thy letters at 
once before me lo ansner ; in each 
of wliicli thon complainest of my 
•ilencn; and in one of them tell est 
me, that tboucanat not lire with- 
out 1 scribble to thee every day, 
or every other day at least. 

Why, then, die. Jack, if thou 
wlh. what heart, thinkesttbon, 
can 1 have to write, when I have 
lOBt the only aubjectworth writing 

Jltilp me again lo my angel, lo 
iny CtAniflSJ: uiidthouB\i8At\uw 




return, return, uu^u 
charmer of my gouI! Retn 
thy adoring Lovelace! 
the light, what the ur, 
town, what the countiy, ■ 
any thing without thee? 

air, joy, harmony, in my i 

are but parta of thee; and could 
they be all expressed in one word, 
that word would be Clarissa. 

O my beloved Clarissa, retm 
thon then; once more retam to 
bleas thy Lovelace, who HOW by 
the loss of thee, knows theTalSV i 
of the jewel he has alighted; • 
rises every morning but to e 
the EUD that shinea upon e' 
body hut him I 

it # « 

WsLi, but Jack, 

S rising thiug lo me, that i 
ear fugitive cannot be met «r' 
cannot tie heard of. She ia ij 
a. plotter (for plotting is 
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hare fotmd her out before 
although the different emiai 
I havn employed about town, 
round the aaj'acent villages, and 
in MiB8 Howe's vicinage, have 
hitherto failed of success. But 
my lord contmuea bo weak and 
low-spirited , that there is no get- 
ting from hira. I would not dis- 
oblige a man whom I think in 
danger still : for would his gout, 
now it has got him down, but 
eive him, like a fair boxer, the 
rising blow, all would be over, 
with him. And here [pox of his 
fondness for me I it happens at a 
very bad time] he makes me sit 
hours together entertaiuing bim 
with my rogueries (a pretty 
amusement for a sick man !) And 
yet whenever he has the gout,' 
I he prays night and morning with 
ias chaplain. But what must his 
I notions of religion be, who, after 
I he baa nosed and mumbled over 
hia responses, can give a sigh or 
I groan ot satisfaction, as if he 
I thought he had made up with 
heaven; and return with a new 
appetite to my stories? — En- 
' couragia^ them, by shaking his 
aides with laughing at them, and 
calling me a sad fellow in sucU. 
an accent, as shews he takes uo 
small delight in his neiihew. 

The old peer has been a sinner 
in his day, and suffers for it now: 
a sneaking sinner, sliding, rather | 
&an rushing, into vices, forfear, 
of hia reputation: or rather, fori 
fear of detection, and positive | 

5 roof; for these sort of fcllowa, 
ack , have no real regard for re- 
putation, — Paying tot what he 



within view of a tilting , or of the 
honour of being considered as 
the principal man in a court of 
justice. 

To see such an old Trojan 
this, just droppinginto the era' , 
which I hoped ere this would have 
been dug, and filled up with him; 
crying out with pain, and grunting 
witb weakness; yet in the same 
moment crack his leathern face 
into an horriblo laugh , and call a 
young sinner charming varlet, 
encoreiug him, us formerly he 
used to do the Italian eunuchs; 
what apreposterous, what an un- 
natural adherence to old habits I 

My two cousins are generally 
'present when I enUruiin, as the 
old peer calls it. Those stories 
must drag horribly, tbatbavenot 
more hearers and applauders, 
than relaters. 

Applauders ! 

Ay, Belford, applaudei-s , repeat 
I; tor although these girls prc~ 
tend to blame me sometimes for 
the favls , they praise my manner, 
my invention, my intrepidity. — 
'Besides, what other people call 
blame, that call I praise: I ever 
did; and so 1 very early dis- 
charged ihamc, that cold-wat£r 
damper to au enterprising spirit. 

Thece are smart girls; they 
have life and wit; and yesterday, . 
upon Chai'lotte's raving against 
ma upon a related enterprise, I 
told har, tbati had had it in d" 
hate several times, whether s 
.were oi ymvi wt^.'wo'Q 
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to me: ani that it was once a 
moot point with me, whether 1 
could not love her denrly for a 
month or so: and perhaps it was 
well for her, that another pretty 
little |)U3B started up, and diverted 
ue, just ns I was entering upon 
the course. 

They all three held up their 
bands and eyee nt once. Uut I 
observed, that though the girls 
Gxdaimed against me, thejwete 
not so angry at this plain speak- 
ing, as I nave found my beloved 
upon hints so dark, that 1 have 
wondered at her quick apptehen- 

I told Charlotte, that, grave as 
she pretended to be in her sniiling 
resentments on this declaration , 1 
was sure 1 should not have been 
put to the expense of above two 
or three stratiigems, (for nobody 
admired a good invention more 
thau she) could 1 but have dis- 
entangled bcr conscience from the 
embarraases of consanguinity. 

She pretended to be highly dis- 

F leased: so did her sister for her. 
told her, that she seemed as 
much in earnest aa if she bad 
thought ine go: and ilared the 
trial. Plain woros, I said, in these 
cases, were more shocking to their 
sex than gradntim actions. And 
I bid Patty not be diapleaaed at 
my diatinguiehing her sjstflr; 
since I had a great respect for Jwr 
likewise. 

An Italian air, in my usual 
careless way, a half- struggled- for 
kiss from me, and a shrug ofthe 
sboiMer by way of admiration, 
from each pretl.y cousin, iiwASsiA. 



sad fellow, fiom tlic old dimt, 
attended with a dde-ahaking 
laugh, made us all frieode. 

There, Jack! — Wihthou, or 
wilt thou not, take this for ii 
letter? There's quantity, I Rm 
sure. — How have 1 filled a sheet 
(not a short-band one indeed) 
without a subjectl My feltew 
fihall take this; for he is going (0 
town. Ajid if thou canst •'■"'■ 
toleriibty of such excerable 
1 will soon send thee anotha. 
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SfJ, Satutflay morniBg, Jalj 8. 
UiVB I nothing new , nothing 
diverting in my whimsical way, 
thou aakest, in one of thy three 
letters before me, to entertain 
thee with? — .4nd thou tellest me, 
that , when 1 have least to nairale, 
lo sjieak in the Scottish phrase, I 
am most diverting. A pret^ 
compliment, eitherto thyself, or 
to me. To kilh indeed ! — A mgn 
that thou hast as frothy a.keBit 
as I a head. But canst thon sup- 
pose, that this admirable woDim 
is not all, isuot every thing wiQi 
me? Yet I dread to think of her 
too ; for detection of all my con- 
trivances, 1 doubt, must come 

The old peeris also full of H 
Harlowe: and so are my coos' 
Ue hopes I will not be such a. 

Itbete's a special^) of his p 
like dialcctj as to think of a 
dishonourably by a n 
much merit , beauty , s 
\a.'(v4 lie '6'Wja (A ao ^psii ». fan 
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the dear fugitive ia bo un- 
grateful, to drive hpr out of it 
with another bi'iiutj'. But who 
can BuppUnt her? Who can be 
admitted to a place in it after 
Miss Clarissa Harlon'e? 

At my return, if I can find a 
subject, I will scribble on, to 
oblige tbee. 

My phaeton's readr. My con- 
sins send me word tbey are just 
coming down: so in spite I'll be 



I But I tell him , that this is a string 
lie must not touch; that it is a 
very tender point : iu Bbort is my 
Bore places and that I am afraid 
he would handle it too roughly; 
were I to put myself in the power 
of so ungentle an operator. 

He shakes his crazy head. He 
thinks all is not as it should be 
"between us; longs to hiive me 
present her to him as my wife; 
and often tells me what great 
things he will do, additional to 
his former proposals ; and what 

presents he will make on tiie birth I did stay to dine with the 
of the first child. But I hope the colonel, and his lady, and nieces: 
whole of his estate will be in my but I could not pass the afternoon 
hands before sueh an event takes witli them, for the heart of me. 
pl&ce. Nobarminiiipiiii/, Jack! There was enough in the persons 
XordM.says, loere il not far hijie, and faces of the two young ladies 
tlie heart tcoiM break. to set me upon comparisons. Par- 

* * * ticular features held my attention 

* EiBBT o'clock at midsummer, for a few moments: but these 
sod these lazy varletesses (in full served but to whet my impatience 
health) not come down yet to 'to finil the charmer of my soul; 
breakfast! — Whataconfounded|wba,forperBon,for air, for mind, 
indecency in young ladies, to lei* never had any equal. My heart 
A rake kuow that ftiey love their recoiled and sickened upon corn- 
beds so dearly, and, atthesame paring minds and conversation. 
I time, lahei-e tit have Iheni I Hut I'll Pert wit, a too studied desire to 
'' punish them — they shall break- please; each in high good humour 
. fast with their old uncle, and with herself; an open-mouth af- 
yawn at one another as if for a feclation in both, to shew white 
wager; while I drive my phaeton teeth, as if the principal encel- 
to Colonel Ambrose's, who yester- lence; and to invite amorous 
day gave me an invitation both to familiarity, by the promise of a 
breakfast and dine, on account sweet breath; at the same time 
of two Yorkshire nieces, cele- reflecting tacitly upon breaths 
brated toasts, who have been arrogantly implied to be lesa 
with hira this fortnight past; and pure. 

who, he says, want to see we. 80, Unce I could have borne them. 
Jack, all women do not run away They seemed to be disappointed 
from me, thank heaven ! — I wish that I wfla so anon. do\e, \aVw**.^ 
I could hare Jesve of my heart, 1 them. Xel\ia.^B,\'QsA.'^W'' 
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80 much ranitf [017 Clarisen has 
cored me of my vanity] as to at- 
tribnte their (lisappomtment so 
moch to particaiar liking of mo, 
aa to their own self- ad miration. 
They looked upou me as a con- 
noisseur in beauty. They would 
have been proud of engaging my 
attention, as such: but bo affected. 
80 flimsy-witted, mere akin-deep 
beauties! — They had looked no 
farther into themselves tban what 
their glasses had enabled them to 
see: and their glasses were Mat- 
tering glasses tool for I thought 
them pass! ve- faced , and spirit- 
less; with eyes, however, upon 
the hunt for conquests, and De- 
speaking the attention of otbers, 
in order to countenance their 
own. — I believe I could, with a 
little pains, have given them life 
and soul, and to eveiy feature of 
their faces sparkling information 
— bnt my Clarissal — Belford, 
my Clanasa has made me eye- 
less and senseless to every other 
beanty! — Do thou find her for 
me, as a subject worthy of my 
r this shall be the last from 
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her chariot and six. Dowi 
love equipage; and these 
travel ten mdes without a 
half a dozen horsemen. 

My time had hung heavy upon 
my hands; and so Iwent to church 
after dinner. Why may not hand- 
some fellows, thought I, liketobe 
looked at, as well as handsoae 
girlaV Ifellin, when service «u 
over, with Major Warneton; ji 
so came not borne till after:] 
and was surprised, at enterini 
court-yard here, tofinditlit^ 
with equipages and servantA 
was sure the owners of them a 
for no good torn 

Lady Sarah, I soon fonncl, I 
raised to this visit by Lady Bol 
who has health enough to Sj 
her to look out of herself, aniL 
of her own affairs, for bnan 
Yet congratulation to Lord JC 
his amendment [spiteful deviw 
both accounts!] 
errand. But coming in my ab- 
sence, I was their principal sub- 
ject; and they had opportunityto 
set each other's heart against mS- 

Simon Parsons hinted this to 
mc, as I passed by thn steward's 
office; for it seems they talked 
loud; and he was making up Mme 
accounts with old Pritehard. 

However, Ihastenedtopaymy 
duty to them. — Other peoplenot 

performing theirs, -- - ' 

for the neglect of o 
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SnndByBighl, Juljfl. 

Now, Jack, have I a subject 

with a vengeance, I am in the 

very height of my trial for all my 

sins to my beloved fugitive. For 

J to-day, at about five o'clock, I 

arrived Lady Sarah SadVevc a,Ti4\Tftftev\tA. The two antiqnwi 
Lady Betty Lavjrence, eao\^ \i\\\»o-wci'Ca'iaV'i*>-3>is»&t.-. ' 



And ntiui I enter tipan my 
, With horrible grave faces 
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longer facea than ordinary; andl 
all the old liaeB appearing etronE< 
in their furrowed foreheadB and 
fallen cheeks; How do you, sir? 
and, How do you, Mr. Lovelace? 
looking all round at one another, 
ss who ahould aay, do you apeak 
first: and, do you: for they aeemed 
resolved to loae no time. 

I had nothing for it, but an air 
aa manly, as theira was womanly. 
Your servant, madam, toLady 
IJetty; and, Your aervant, ma- 
dam — I am glad to see you 
abroad, to Lady Sarah. 

I took my seat Lord M. looked 
horribly glum 1 hia fingers claspt, 
and turning round and round, 
under and over, his but just dis- 
gouted thumbs; hia sallow face, 
and goggling eyes, castupon the 
floor, on the fire-place, on hia two 
sisters, on his two nieces, by turns, 
but not once deigning to look 

Then I began to think of the 
laudanum , and wet cloth , I told 
thee of long ago ; and to call my- 
self in question for a tendernesa 
of, heart that will never do me 

At last, Mr.Lovelacel— Cousin 
Iiovelace ! — Hem ! — Uem ! — I 
am sorry, very aorry, hesitated 
Lady Sarali , that there is no hope 
of your ever taking up — 

What's the matter no(c,mad:im? 

The matter now 1 — Why, Lady 

Betty has two letters from Miss 

Harlowe, which have told us 

"" '■ thematter — areallwomen 

ithyou? 

I could have answered; 
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bating the difference which pride 

Then they all choruss'd upon 
me — Such a character as Mias 
Harlowa's! cried one — A lady 
of ao much generoaity and good 
another — How charm- 
she writea! the two maiden 
ies J looking at her fine 
handwriting: her perfections my 
primes. What can you eipect will 
be the end of these things! cried 
Lady Surah. D — n'd, d — u'd 
doings ! vociferated the peer, 
shaking his loose-flesh'd wabb- 
ling chaps, which hung on his 
shoulders like an old cow's 
dewlap. 

For my part, I hardly knew 
whether to aing or say, what I had 
to reply to theae all-at-once at- 
tacks upon me! — Fair and softly, 
ladiea — oneat atime, Ibeaeech 
you. 1 am not to be hunted down 
without being heard, I hope. Pray 
let me see these letters. I beg yoil 
will let me ace Ihem. 

There they are: — that's the 
first — read it out, if you can. 

I open'd a letter from my char- 
mer , dated Tlmrsday^ June 29, our 
wedding-day that was to be, and 
written to Lady Betty Lawrence. 
By the contents, to mygreatjoy, 
I find the dear creature ia alive 
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an answer was bo scratched out, 
that I could not read it; which 
afBictedmemuch. 

She puts three queations initio 
Lady Betty. 

Ist, about aleUfttiitV(a*,&» 
JuneT, -'-->-■■ 
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nnptia1i,and which I waH__ ^ 

as to save Lady Betlj the trouble 
of writing — a very civil thine of 
me, I think! ^ 

Again — "Whether she ando: 
of her uiecea Montague were to i 
to town, on an old chancery a uitl 
— And, "Whether they actually 
did go to town accordingly, and 
to I&mnatend aflerwarda'?" and, 
"Whether they brought to town 
from thence the young creature 
whom they visited;" was the 
Bubject of the second and third 
questiouB. 

A little inquiaitive dear rogne! 
and nbat did she eipect to be ttie 
better for these queations? — ^ 
But curiosity, d—n'd curiosity, ie 
the itch of the sei — yet when 
didst thou know it turned to their 
henefit? — For they aeldom In- 
quire, but when they fear — and 
the proverb, as my lord has it, 
aaya, il comes wilh a fear. That 
is, lauppoae, what they fear ge- 
nerally oappens, because there is 
generally occasion for the fear. 

Curiosity indeed ehe avows to 
be her only motive for these inter- 
rogatories: for though she aaya, 
ber ladyship may auppoae the 
queations are not asked for good 
to me, yet the answer can do me 
no harm, nor her good, only to 

five her to understand — whether 
have told her a parcel of d^ — u'd 
lies; that's the plain English of 
her inquiry. 

Well, madam, said I, with 
much pliiloBOphy aa I could : 
same; and mayl ask— pia5,vrtwX.\ 
wasyourladyeliip'aans """" 



There's a copy of it , tossing it 
tome, very distespectfally. 

This auawer wa» dated Julij\. 
A very kind and complaisant one 
to the lady, but very so-so to her 
poor kinsman — that people can 
give up their own flesh and blooil 
with so much ease! — She tcUshw 
" how proud all our family wouW 
be of an alliance with auch an ei- 
cellence," She doea me justice in 
saying how much I adore Iter, u 
anangelof awoman; aadbcgtof 
her. Tor I know not how laiaj 
sakes, besides my soul's sake, 
"that ahe will be so good oa lo 
have me for an husband:" and 
auawera — thou wilt gucsa how- 
to the lady's queations. 

Well, madam; and pray, mayl 
he favoured with the lady's other 
letter? I presume it is iu reply W 

Itis, said the peer; but sir, let 
me ask yon a few questions, lift- 
fore you read it — give m« ttiB 



Then on went the spectacles, 
and his head moved to the lines — 
A charming pretty band! — I 
have often heard, that this lady 

And so, Jack, repeating my 
lord's wise commenta and quea- 
tions will let thee into the coalenb 
of this merciless letter. 

"Munduji, July 3" [reads my 
lord] — let me aee! — That «m 
laat Minulut/; no longer ago! 

Ulnndai/, Julji the lUril — mudwn 
- 1 cannot excuse myself — id 
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must own to you, "madam, thflt 
ithe honour of being related" — 

Off weiit the apeetaeles — Now, 
toll pie, sir-i, has not this lad; 
lost all the friends she had in the 
world, for yoar sate? 

She haa very implacable friends, 
liny lord: we all know that. 

But has sbe not loat them all for 
your sake? — Tell me that. 

I believe BO, my lord. 

WeU then! — 1 am glad thou 
art not so graceless as to deny 
that. 

On went the speclaclea again, — 
" I must own to you, madam, that 
the honour of being related to 
ladies as eminent for their virtue, 
as for their descent." — Very 
^relty, tralij, said my lord, repeat- 
ifcig, " as eminent for Iheir virtue a> 
, fur Oieir descent , was , at finit , no 
.amall inducement with me to lend 
an ear to Mr. Lovelace's address." 

There is dignity, bom dignity, 
in this lady, cried my lord. 

Lailt/ A'arali, She would have 
been a' grace to our family, 

Loilg Belly. Indeed she would. 

Locel. To a mijal family, I will 
venture to say. 

LnrdM. Then what a devil — 

Land. Please to read on, mi- 
lord. It cannot be *«!■ letter, if it 
\ does not make yon admire her 

(more and more as you read. Cousin 
Charlotte, cousin Patty, pray at- 
tend — read on, my lord. 

Misi Charl'ille. Amazing forti- 
, tude! 

■ Misa Patty only lifted up jier 
f dove's eyes. 

Lnrd M. [reading] "And the 
I rather, as I »ae determined, bad 
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it come to affect, to do every thing 
in my power lo deserve your fa- 
vourable opinion." 

Then again they cbomss'd 
upon me! 

Ablessed timeof it, poor I! — I 
hadnotbinzforit bat impudence! 

Lovel. Pray read on, my lord 
— I told you how you would all 
admire her — or shall I read? 

Lord M. D~n'd aasnrani 
[then reading] "I had another n 
live, which I knew would of itself 
give me merit with your whole 
Family [(ftey were ail ear]: a pre- 
sumptuous onel a punishably pre- 
sumptuous one, as it has proved: 
in the hope that I might be an 
humble meauE in the band of Pro- 
vidence, to reclaim a man who 
bad, as I thought, good sense 
enough at bottom to bercclaimed-, 
or at least gratitude eaouKh to 
acknowledge the intended obliga- 
whether the generous hope 
to succeed or not." — Et- 
celtent young creature! — 

Excellent young creature I 
echoed the ladies, with their 
handkerchiefs at their eyes, at- 
tended with nose-music. 

Lovel. By my soul. Miss Patty, 
you weep in the wrong place; 
'you shall never go with me to a 

Ladii Betl'/. Hardened wretcht 

His lordship had pulled off hia 

spectacles to wipe them. His eyes 

were misty; and he thought the 

fault in hia spectacles. 

I saw they were all cocked and 
primed — Tobe sure that is aver 
pretty senteoM, aa\i\— •Oa&\.' 
.the EsceWejv.!^ o^ ^V^a V^ft--^ • ^^ 
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LordM. D— n'li fellow I [again 
saddliog, and readmg| "But I 
have been most egregioualT — ■- 
taken in Mr. Level?""'" ' 
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in eveiy line , aa she writes on, she ' accidentally, but premeditatedlf, 
improves upon herself. Pray, mj andof set pnrpoae, drawn in afler 
lord, proceed — I know her style ; ^ him." — What say yoa to tbii, 
the next sentence will still rise sir-r? 

LadifS. I Ay, sir, what wy 

Lafl'j H. \ you to this? 

Lncel. Say! why I ear it ii t 

- very pretty metaphor, if jtwoaU 

1 buthold — but, if yi)upleue,iiiy 

lord, leadon. Letmehear^tt 

is further said , and will Bpetkto 

it altogether. 

Lord M. 1 will. "And hebu 
had the glory to add to thelisttt 
those he baa mined, a name thttl 
will be bold to say, noold not 
have disparaged his own." 

They all looted at me, a»n- 
pecting me to apeak. 

Lovel. Be pleased ti 
my lord: I will speak 
and by — how came she to I 
IkeptalMf — 1 will speak tol 
by and by. ' 

LordM. [readingon] "And! 

ladam, by means thatiM 
shock huDianiW to be madai] 
quainted with. • 

Then again, in a burry,off went 
the spectacles. 

This was a plaguy stroke upon 
me. I thought myself an oakia 
impudence; but, by my troth, 
had almost felled me. 



Limel. Ladies may persuade 
themselves to any thing: but how 
can she answer for what other men 
wonld or would not have done in 
the same circumstances? 

I was forced to say any thing to 
Btifletheir outcries. Poi takeyeal! 
together, thought 1; as if I had 
not vexation enough in losing 

Liird M. [reading] "The only 
man, I persuade myself, pre- 
tending to be a gentleman, in 
whom Icould have been so much 
mistaken," 

They were all beginning again 

— Pray, my lord, proceed! — 
hear, hear — pray, ladies, hearl 

— Now, my lord, be pleased to 
proceed. The ladies are silent. 

Sotheywere; lost in admiration 
of me, hands and eyes uplifted. 

LordM. Iwill to thy conliision; 
for he had looked over the neit 
sentence. 

What wretches, Belford, what 
spiteful wretches , are poor 
mortals! — So rejoiced to sting 
one another! to see each other 

LoidM. [readingi " For while 1 



Remember, Jack, to r - ,, 

their sim in this dialogue withw ! 
double rr. fir-rl denoting indig- 
nation rather than respect. 

They all looked at me, asifu 
see if I could blush. 
endeaVouring to save a\ 1*™«L E^jaa off, my lordl — 
■ ■ ^' ' ■ ■,,B.'A\«^ea Q? , \ajSvei\ 'J^>£\ii.'(, Wii- 



drowning wretch , lha\e\ieeii , ^ 



fully, I believe] — what aay I to your noble sister's character, ii 
thiB,my!or(i!^ Why, l9ay,thatJBlie could not, from her BonI, de- 
this lauy has a strong manuer oficlare, that auch an alliaoce can 
espre^ing herself! — That's all'nevernDff tokepli 



there are many things that 
pass among lovers , u_pon which a 
man cannot explain himself before 
grave people. 

Lady Belli/. Among Inverg, sir-rl 
But, Sir. Lovelace, can you say 
that this lady behaved either like 
a weak or a. credulous person? — 
Can you say — 

Lovd. lamreadjtodo the lady 
air - '■ .- " ■ 



terrogated, let me know the 
tents of the rest of the letter, that 
I may be prepared formydefence, 
aa you are all for my arraignment. 
For, to be required to answer 
piecemeal thus , without knowing 
what is to follow , is a cursed en- 
snaring way of proceeding. 

They gave me the letter: I read 
it through to myself: — and by 
the repetition of what I said , thou 
wilt guess at the remaining con- 

You shall find, ladies, you shall 
find, my lord, that I will not spare 
myself Then holding the letter 
in my hand, and looking i 
as a lawyer upon his brief; 

Miss Harlo we says , "thatwhen 

£jur ladyship" [turning to Lady 
etty] "shall know, that, in the 
progress to her ruin, wilful falee- 
tiooas, repeated forgeries, and 
numberless perjuries, were not the 
leastof ray crimes, you will judge 
that she can have no principles 
that will make her worCliy of 



Surely, ladies, this is passion! 
This isnot reason. If our family 
would not think themselves dis- 
honoured by my marrying a per- 
son whom I had so treated; but, 
on the contrary, would rejoice 
that 1 did her this justice; and if 
she has come out pure gold from 
theassay; and has nothing to re- 
proach herself with ; why should it 

of justice But,prayjbean impeachment of her prin- 

, ladies, if I am to be thus in- cipies, to consent that such as 
' ■ ' ' ' " alliance should take place V 

She cannot think herself tha 
worBe,jiis//jBhe cannot, for what 
was done against her will. 

Their countenances menaced a 
general uproar— but I proceeded. 

Your lordship read to us, that 
she had an knpe, a presuvtpivous 
one; nay, a jiunishably pre- 
sumpFuous one, she calls it; "that 
she might be a means in the hand 
of Providence, to reclaim me; and 
that this, she knew, if effected, 
would give her a merit with you 
from what would she 
reclaim me? — She had heard, 
you'll sa7(but she had 'iniy heard, 
at the time she entertained that 
Aujne) that, to express myself in the 
women's dialect, I was a very 
wicked felliiw! — Well, and what 
then? — Why, tmly, the very mo- 
ment she was caiieineed , by her 
iwn experience, that the charge 
.gainstmewas more than lisarsaij; 
and that of consequence , I was a 
" subject fot lu 



1 

I 
I 



alliance with ladies of yours, and' eitdeaooura \n -mwV 'Ck-^«%i.\ 



wouldneedB^iremcap. Accord- 
ingly, ahe flies out, and declarea, 
that the ceremony which would 
repair all, shall never take place! 
— Can this be from Aaj other 
motive than female resenlmeniT 

Thia broughtthem all upon me, 
as 1 intended it should: it was a, 
tub to a whale ; aud after I had let 
them play with it a while, I 
claimed their attention, and 
knowing that they always loved 
to hear me prate, went on. 

TheUdy, it is plain, thoueht, 
that the reclaiming a man mim 
bad habits was a much easier tasl: 
thaa, iathe nature of lliings, it can 



with m; 
ooT oni 



save a drowning wretch, she had 
been, not auciuentally, but pre- 
meditatedly, and of set purpose, 
drawn in after him." But how is 
this, ladies'? — You see by her own 
wordB, that I am still far from 
lieinff out of dange* myself. Had 
she found me , in a quagmire sup- 

gose , and I had got out of it by 
er meaus , and left her to perish 
in it; that would have been a crime 
indeed.— But ia not the fact (juite 
othcrwiae? Has she not, it hei' 
allegory prove what she would 
have it prove, got out herself, and 
left me floundering still deeper 
and deeper in? — Wnat she should 
havedone, had shebeen in earnest 
to save me, was to join her hand 
with mine, that so wa might by 
uniled strength help one an- 
out. — I held out my hand 
■, and besought her la g\fe> 
but, no tta\y \ Si\ie — 
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determined to get out herself as 
fast as she could, let me sink at 
sieim: refusing her a^staune 
(against her own prifltaples) he- 
cause she saw I wanted it. — Yoa 
see, ladies, you see, my lord, hon 
pretty tinkling words run awaj 
IV) th ears inclined to be musiosL 

They were all ready to eselsim 
again: but 1 went on, /JTOie/iffVaiff, 
as a rhetorician woijd say, bofoic 
th£ir voices could break out inlo 

But my fair aceuser says, that, 
"I have added to the list of lltote 
I have ruined, a name, that would 
not have disparaged my own. It 
is true, 1 have been gay ami 
enterprising. It is in my tea- 
Btitution to he so. 1 know not ho* 
I came by soeh a constitution : bnt 
1 was never accuatomcd to check 
or control; that you all kuo«. i 
When a man finds himself hut ' 
by passion into a alight o 
which, however slight, will m 
forgiven, he may be mads^ 
sperate: as a thief, who t 
iuteudsarobbery, is often te 
siatance, and for snlf-presarr& 
drawn in to commit murder. 

I was astrange, a horrid wi-,,.^,^ 
with everyone. Buthemust Mil~ 
silly fellow who has not something 
to say for himself, when every 
cause has its black and its white 
side. — Westminster Hall, Jadt, 
affords every day as confident de- 
fences as mine. 

But what right, proceeded I, 
has this lady to complain of — '" 
when ahe as good as says — R 
i'LQ'(c\aKA,j<m!iave aotad ti "' 



ceeded I, 
Linofj^ 

s-ntaa 



HVpoaV your fault! but I won't let 
[tou^ tnat I mnj bave the satis- , 
InctiOQ of exposing you; and tlie' 

pride of refusing you. 

Bat, wiu that the caae? Was 

that the caae? Would I pretend tfl 
■ Bay , I would noip marry the lady, 
t[if she wouidhaveme? . 

I Lniiel. You find she renounces 
i; Lady Betty's mediation 
1 ZordW.[inteiTuptingme] IFnrilt 
tare Kind; but deeds ""•- — 
(signifies yi 
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rfmind. What 



■signifies your cursed quibbling, 
Boh? — Say plainly, if ahfi will 
liavevou, nillyou have her'? An- 



le, yes or no; and lead u 
wild-gaose chase after you 



la. 

illOt 

meaning. 

Lnvei. She knows I would. But 
' here, my lord, if she thus goes on 

to expose herself and me , she will 
' make it a dishonour to us both to 

Chad. But how 
been treated — 

Lovel. [interrupting herj Why 
now, cousin Charlotte, chucking 
. her under the chin, would you 
liave me tell yon all that has 
passed between thelady andme? 
Would you care, had you a bold 
and enterprising lover, that pro- 
clamation should be made of 
every little piece of amorous ro- 
guery, that he offered to you? 

Charlotte reddened. Thej all 
began to exclaim. But 1 pro- 
ceeded ; 

The lady says, ''she has been 
dishonoured" (devil take me, ifl 
spare myself!) "by means that 
would shock humanity to bs made 
acquainted with them." She is a 
very innocent ladj, and may not 



be aji'dge of the means she biuts 
at. Over-niceness may lie uniiei- 
nicenesm have you not such a pro- 
verb, mylordi* — tantamount to, 
line extreme producer aimtlier! — 
Suehalady as this, may possibly 
think her casemore extraordinary 
than it is. This 1 will take upon 
me to say, that if she has met with 
the only man in the world who 
would have treated her, as she 
says I have treated her, 1 have 
met in her with the onli/ woman 
I'n Ihe world who would have 
made such a rout about a case 
that is uucommon only from the 
circumstances that attend it. 

This brought them all upon me; 
bands, eyes, voices, all lifted up at 
once. But my Lord M. who has 
in his head (the last seat of 
retreating lewdness) as much 
wickedness as I have in my /itfair, 
was forced (upon the air I spoke 
this with, and Charlotte's and all 
the rest reddening) to make a 
mouth that was big enough to 
swallow up the other half of his 
face ; crying out, to avoid laughing, 
Ohl Oh !^ as if under the power 
of agouty twinge. 

Hadst thou seen how the two 
tahbies and the young grimalkins 
looked at one another, at my lord, 
and at me, by turns, thou wouldst 
have been ready to split thy ugly 
faee just in the middle. 'I'hy 
mouth has already done half the 
work. And, after all, I found not 
seldom in this conversation, that 
my humorous undaunted manner 
forced a smile into my service 
from the prim mouths of tlieYoan<;t 
ladies . T^ib-^ ^wV^a.-^s , 'WSi.'Cqk^ , 
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met with Bach &nother intrepid 
fellow aa myself who had StbI 
g&ined upon their sifectionB. 
would not have made such a rout 
aa my beloved has done, about 
Buch an affair as that we were 
assembled upon. Young ladies. 
AB I have observed on an nundred 
occasions, fear not half so mucli 
fox iheinseloea, as their mothers do 
for them. Hut here the girls were 
forced to put on grave airs, and to 
seem angry, because the antiques 
made the matter of such high im- 
portance. Yet so lightly sal 
anger and fellowfeeling at their 
hearts, that they were forced to 
purse in their mouthe, to suppress 
the smiles I now and then laid out 
for: while the el'lers having had 
roses, (that is to say, daughtera of 
their own) and knowing how fond 
men are of a trifle, would have 
been very loth to have had them 
nipt in the bud, without saying to 
the mother of them, By your leave, 
Mrs. Iloaehush. 

The neit article of my indict- 
ment was for forgery: and for 
ig of Lady Betty and 
Cbirlotte, Twoshock 
ing charges, thou'ltsay: and bo 
they were! — 'i'he peer was 
outrageoua upon the f'irgfi-y 
charge. The ladies vowed never 
to forgive the permttating part. 
Not a peace-raaker among them. 
So we all turned women, and 
scolded. 

Milord told ine, that hehelieved 
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e I had forged his 



hei^H 



Dot the first ti 

To this I answered, that I 
posed, when the statute o/ ' 
datum Magjtat'im was £ 
there were a good many . 
peerage, wbo knew they deat 
hard names; and that that liir 
therefore wiis rather made to jiri- 
vilege their qualities, thau to 
whiten their characters. 

He called upon me to 
myself with a«i>-r,aoprouoi 
as to shew, that one of the 
iguominiouawordBinoutlanf 
was in hia head. 

People, I said, that 

in hy their quality, and liy thsr 
years, should not take freedamj 
that a man of spirit could natpnt 
up with, nnless he vrern ulc 
heartily to despise the insults, 

This set him in a violeut pu- 
sion. He would send for Fritehgd I 
instantly. Let Fritchard be«rf~~^ 
led. He would alter his wi ~ 
all he could leave &om ii 

Do, do, my lord, said I: laM 
valued my own pleasure t' ' 
yourestate. ButrilletPritd 
know, that if he draws, ] 
sign and seal. 

Why, whatwouldldoto 
ard? — Shaking his crazy b 
at me. 

Only, what he, or any maa^ 
writes with his pen, to despiHfl 
of what 1 think my right, he J 
sealwithhis ears; that's " 
lord. 

Then the two ladies in 

Ladj Sarah told me, that*^!' 
ried things a great way; . 
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leither lord M, nor a,ay of them, 
deserved the treatment I gave 
them. 

I said , I could not bear to be 
used iil by my lord , for two 
rensoQa : first, because 1 reepected 
his lordship above any man living; 
and next , Decause it looked aa it 
1 were induced by selfish con- 
siderations to take that from him, 
wfhicb nobody else would ofier 
tome. 

And what, returned he, shal) 
be my inducement to take what I 
doat your hands? — Hay, sir? 

Indeed, cousin Lovelaire, said 
Lady Belty, with great gravi^, 
we do not any of ua, aa Ladj 
Sarah says, deserve at your hands 
the treatment you give us : and let 
me tell you , that I don't think my 
character and your cousin Char- 
lotte's, ought to be prostituted, in 
order to ruin an innocent lady. 
She mnst have known early the 
good opinion we all have of her, 
and how much we wished her to be 
your wife. This good opinion of 
ours has been an inducement to 
her (you see she says so) to listen 
to your address. And this, with 
her friends' foUy, has helped to 
throw her into your power. How 
youhaverequitedher, is too ap- 
parent It becomes the character 
we all bear, to disclaim yonr 
actions by her. And let me tell 
you, that to have her abused by 
wicked people raised up to per- 
sonate us, or any of us, makes a 
double call upon us to disclaim 

D.i-el. Why this is talking 
somewhat like. J would have you 



all disclaim my actions. I o 
I have done veiy vilely by t 
lady. One step fed to another 
am curst with an enterprising 
dpirit, I hate to be foiled. 



I heard Miss Clarissa Harlowe ie 
above art, above disguise; neither 
the coqnette, nor the prude! — 
Poor lady! she deserved abetter 
fate from the man for whom she 
took the step which she so freely 
blames! 

This above half affected me — 
bad this dispute been so bandied 
by every one, I had been ashamed 
to look up. I began to be 
bashful. 

Charlotte asked , if I did not 
seem inclinable to do the lady 
justice, if she would accept of me? 
It would be, she dared to say, the 
greatest felicity the family could 
know (she would answer for one) 
that this fine lady were of it. 

They all declared to the same 
efiectj and lady Sarah put the 

But my Lord Mm-piut would 
have it, that I could not be serious 
for six minntCB together. 

I told his lordship, thathewas 
mistaken; light as he thought I 
made of this subject, I never knew 
any that went so near my heart. 
■ Miss Patty said, she wasgladto 
hear Ihni: indeed she waa glad to 
bear llml: and bei wift. t-^'iak 
gWatcnei ■'t'l.'Cb v\eBi«"'^ ■ m 
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Lord M. called her sweet soul, 
and was ready to cry. 

Not from humanity, neither, 
Jack. Tfaia peer ha,B no bowels; 
as thou mayest observe by his 
treatment of me. But when 
people's minds are weakened by 
sense of their own infirmities, and 
when they are drawing on to thf 
latter enas , they will be moved < 
the sliglitest occasions, whether 
those offer Irom ailMn 
them. And this, A^equentlj, the 
unpenetrating world calls hu- 
iitaiHly; when all the time, in com- 
passionating the miseries of human 
nature, they are hnt pitying them- 
selves; and were they in strong 
health aud spirits, would care 
little for any body elae as thou 
Ido. 

Here broke they off my trial for 
this sitting. Lady Sarah was 
much fatigued. It was agreed to 
pursue the subject in themoming. 
They all, however, retired to- 
gether, and went into private con- 
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honour: < 
spirit; plots on 
getting plots on n 
passions of the e 
that my whole i 



The ladies, instead of takingup 
the subject where we had laid it 
down, must needs touch upon 
passages iu my fair accuser's letter, 
which I was in hopes they would 
have let rest, as we wereinatoler- 
ahle way. But, truly, they must 
hear all they could near, of our 
story, aud what I had to ea^ to 
those passages, that they might 

be better enabled to loeiiWftUwo'ii.uB.tKnowme, aeny; anato 
between us, if I were veaUj B.'Q.ii\"fl\vitVlv.'H\;wstMva.'s.tMiVKiiiUiin. 



indeed inclined to do her W^M 
hoped-for justice. .^| 

These passages were, Ist, "That 
after I had compulsatorily tricked 
her into the act of going off with 
me, 1 carried her to one of the 
wont houses in London." 

2dly, "That 1 had made a 
wicked attempt upon her; in re- 
sentment of which, she fled to 
Hampstead, privately." 

3dly, Came the forgery, and 
personating charges again; anil 
we were upon the point of re- 
newing oar quarrel, before we 
could get to the next charge; 
which was still worse. 

For that {4thly) was, "That 
having betrayed her back to the 
vile house, I first robbed her of 
her senses, and then of her honour; 
detaining her afterwards a pri- 

Were I to tell thee the glosses 1 
put upon these heavy charges, 
what would it be , but to repeat 
many of the extenuating argu- 
ments I have used in my letters to 
thee? — Suffice it, therefore, to 
say, that I insisted much, by way 
of palliation, on the lady's extreme 






idence in my 



MissHowe'ECOntriving 

'~ — their parts be- 

iue.'onthehtgh 

sx. 1 assert^, 

lew, iu gently 

g iier , was to oblige her 

me, and to marry me; 

for the honour of both 

I boasted of my own 

good qualities; some of which 

ttat know me, deny; andte 
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They theu foil into warm ad- 
miratioDB and praises of the ladj: 
sll of them preparatory, as I knew, 
to the graad questiou: and thus 
it was introduced by Lady Sarah. 

We have said as much as I 
think WG can say, upon these 
letteta of the poor lady. Todwell 
upon the mischiefs that may ensne 
from the abuse of a person of her 
rank, if all thereparationbe not 
made that now can be made. 



have ajustopinionof her, 
SB affection for her. Her yutqe 
is not in the least questionable 
She coald not resent as she does, 
had she any thing to reproach 
herself with. She is, by every 
body's account, a fine woman; baa 
a good estate in her own right; is 
Ofno contemptible family ; though 
I think, with regard to her, they 
have acted as imprudently aa 
unworthily. For the excellency 
of her mind , for eood economy, 
thecommon speech of her, as the 
worthy Dr. Lewen once told me, 
is, thai her pnidence irould enrich 
a poor man, andher piety reclaim a 
licerai/itis nne. 1, who have not 
been abroad twice this twelve- 
month, came hither purposely, so 
did Lady Betty, to see if justice 
may not be done her; and also 
whether we, and my Lord M. 
(your nearest relations, sir) have, 
or have not, any influence over 
yon. And, for my own part, as 
your determination shall be in 
this article, such shall be 



with regard to the dispositii 
all that js within my power. 



lOf 



Ladi/ Bettij. And 

And mine, said my lord: and 
valiantly he swore to it. 

Lacei. Far be it from me to 
think slightly of favours you may 
any of you be glad I would de- 
serve. But as far be it from me to 
enter into conditions against my 
own liking, with sordid views! ■ — 
As to future mischiefs, let them 
come. I have not done with the 
Harlowes yet. They were Ihe 
aggressors; and I ehould begiad 
theywouldletme hear from them, 
in the way they sboidd hear from 
me, in the like case. Perhaps I 
should not be sorry to he fimnd., 
rather than be obliged to seek, on 
this occasion. 

Miss Char/ or fe [reddening]. 
Spoke like a man of violence, 
rather than a man of reason! I 
hope you'll allow that, cousin. 

Lady Sarah. Well, but since 
whatisdone is done, and cannot 
be undone, let us think of the next 
best. Have you any objection 
aeainst marrying Miss Uarlowe, 
ifshe will have you? 

Lovel. There can possibly be 
butone; that sheis to everybody, 
no doubt,aswell as toLady Betty, 

Eursuing that maxim peculiar to 
erself (and let rm (ell you, so U 
mii/hllobe): that what she cannot 
conceal from herself, she will 
publish to all the world. 

Miss Patty. The lady, to be 
sure , writes this in the bitterness 
of her grief, and in despair. — 

Liiael. And so when her grief is 
allayed; when her despairiiig fit 
is over — and this fromy 
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puu, ray dear, in the lUic case 
[wbiapering lierj have yielded to 
entreaty — would you have meant 
no more by the like exclamations? 
1 had a, rap with her fan, and a, 
blush; and from Lord M. a reflec- 
tion, that I turned into jest jevery 
thing they --'' 



family vould not exult over me, 
were I to marry their daughter, 
as if I liai'eJaotto do otherwiae? 

Lady Sarah. Once I was angr; 
with that family, as we all were. 
But now I pity them; and think 
that you have but too well justi- 
fied the worst treatment they gave 
you. 

Lord M. Their family is of 
standing. All gentlemen of it, 
andrich, and reputable. Letme 
tell you, that many of our co- 
ronets would be glad they could 
derive their descents from no 
worse a stem than theirs. 

Lo-ael. The Harlowes are a 
narrow-sDuled and implacable 
family. Ihatethem; andtbough 
1 revere the iady, scorn all rela- 
lion to them. 

Ladu Jieili/, I wish no worse 
could be s^d of Mm , who is such 
a scomer of common faiUngs in 
others. 

Lord M. How would my sister 
Lovelace have reproaclied herself 
for all her indalgeat folly to this 
favourite boy of hers, had she 
lived till now, and been present, 
on Ijiis occasion! 
Zai/f Sarah. Well but \)eg^ng\ 
j'oorJordship'spardon, '"" 



if any thing cau be done for B^H 
poor lady. ^H 

Miig Ch. 1£ Mr. Lovelace has 
nothing to object against the 
lady's character, (and I presume 
to think he is not ashamed to do 
her juBtice, though it may make 
against himself) Icaanot see but 
honour and generosity will compel 
from him fdl that we expect If 
there were any levities, any weak- 
nesses to be charged upon tbe 
lady, 1 should not open my lipsin 
her favour; though in private I 
would pity her, and deplore het 
bard hap. And yet, even then, 
there might not want arguments, 
jrom honour and gratitude , in so 
particulara case, to engage you, 
sir, to make good the vows it is 
plain you have broken. 

Laiiy Betty. My niece Charlotte 
has called upon yon so justly, and 
has put tbe question to you bo 
properly, that I canuot but wish 
youwouldspeak toit directl7,and 
without evasion. 

All in a breath they bespoke 
my seriousness, and my justice: 
and in this manner I delivered 
myself, assuming an air sincerely 
solemn. 

"I am very sensible, that the 
performance of the task you have 
put me upon, will leave me with- 
out excuse; but I will not have re- 
course either to evasion or palh'a- 

"As my cousin Charlotte hae 
severely observed, 1 am not 
ashamed to do justice to Miss 
Harlow e'a merit 

\ YOU all, and, what 
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with .iliame, cousin Charlotte) that 
I have a great (leal to answer for 
ia my usage of this lady. The aes 
haBnot anobler mind, noralove- 
lierpetaonof it. And, forvirlue. 
1 could not have believed , (excuse 
me, ladies) that there erer was a 
woman who t/iive, or could have 
given, such iUnstrioufl, Buch uni- 
form proofs of it : for, in her whole 
conduct, ehe has shewn herself to 
be equally above temptation and 
art; and,! had almost said, human 
frailty. 

" The step she so freely blamcB 
herself for taking, was truly what 
she calls C'lmpu/salory; for though 
she was provoked to /Afnt of going 
off with me, she intended it not, 
nor was provided to do so; neither 
would she ever have had the 
thimffht of it, had her relations 
left her free, upon her offered 
then 



she did nrii hate, in order to avoid 
the man she did. 

"It piqued my pride, I own, 
that I could so little depend upon 
the force of those impressions 
which 1 had the vanity to hope J 
had made In a heart so delicate; 
and in my worst devices against 
her, I encouraged myself that ] 
abused no confidence; for none 
had she in my honour. 

"The evils she hasanffered, it 
vfould have been move than a 
miracle had she avoided. Her 
watchfulness rendered more plots 
abortive, than those which con- 
tributed to her fall; and they were 
many and various. And all her 
greater trials and hardships were 
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owing to her noble reeiatanee, and 

"I know, proceeded I, how 
much 1 condemn myself m the 
justice I am doing to this eicellent 
creature. But yet I tcill do het 
justice, and cannot help it if I 
would. And I hope this shews 
that 1 am not so totally aban- 
doned, as I have been thought 

" Indeed , with me, she has done 
more honour to her ees in her fall, 
if it be to be called a fall (in truth 
it oueht not) than ever any other 
could do in her standing. 

"When, at length , I had given, 
her watchful virtue cause of suspi- 
cion , I was then indeed obliged to 
make use of power and art to pre- 
vent her eEoaping from me. Bhe 
then formed contrivancea to elude 
mine; but all hers were such sb 
strict truth and punctilious honour 
would justify. She could not 
stoop to deceit and falsehood , no, 
not to save herself. More than 
once justly did she tell me, fired 
byconsciouBWo'rthiaess, that her 
soul was my soul's superior! — ■ 
Forgive me, ladies, for saying, 
that till I knew her, 1 qaestioned a 
soul in a sex, created, as I was 
willing to suppose, only for tem- 
poi'ary purposes. — It is notto be 
— agined into what absurdities 

iDof free principles run in order 

justify to themeelvea their free 
practices; and to make a religion 
to their minds: and yet, in this 
respect, I have not been bo faulty 
as some others, 

" No wonder that such. «. lioHft. 
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Etudied utifice, as a, degree of 
baseueBs not to be forgiven: no 
wonder that she could bo easilv 
become averse to the man (though 
once she beheld him with an eye 
not wholly indifferent) whom she 
thought capable of premeditated 
guilt — Nor , give me leave on the 
other hand, to say, ia it to be 
wondered at, that the man who 
found it BO difficult to be forgiven 
forthe slii/hler offences, and who 
had not the grace to recede or 
repent (made desperate) should 
be hurried on to the commiBsion 
of the jrealer. 

"In short, ladies, in a word, 
ray lord , Miss Clarissa Harlowe is 
an angel; if ever there was or 
conld be one in human nature j 
and is, and ever was, as pure as 
an angel in her will: aod this 
jastice I must do her, although 
the question, I see by every 
gliBtenine eye , is ready to be 
aaked, What, then, Lovelace, urt 
thou?—" 

Lard M. A devil ! — A d— ned 
devil! I must answer. And may 
the curse of God follow you La all 
you undertake, if you do not 
make her the best amends now in 
your power to make her I 

Lovel. From you, my lord, I 
could eipect no other: but from 
the ladies I hope for less violence, 
from the ingeauouBnesB of my 
confession. 

The ladies, elder and younger, 
had their bond- kerchiefs to their 
eyes, at the just testimony whi eh 
1 bore to the merits of this exalted 



e 1 to be CI 



ooui-t of justici 

to it. -^m 

Ladif Bett'j. Well, air, HiisisA 
noble character, tf you think as 
you speak, surely yon cannot re- 
fuse to do the lady all the jus^ce 
now in your power to do her. 

They all joined in this demand. 

1 pleaded, that I was sure afae 
would not have me: that, when 
she had taken a resolution, she 
was not to be moved: uuperauade- 
ableuess was on Harlowe sia; 
that, and her name, I told them, 
were all she had of theirs. 

All were of opinion, that alie 
might, in her present desolate eir- 
eumstancea, be brought to forpro 
me. Lady Sarah said, that Lady 
Betty and she would endeavour lo 
find out the tiiift/flimferei-, as thejf 
justly called hei; and would iakt. 
her mto their protection, and be 
guarantees of^tbe justice that 1 
would do her; as well after mar- 
riage as before. 

It was some pleasure to me to 
observe the placability of these 
ladies of my own family, had they 
any or either of them, metwitha 
LovELAOE, But 'twould be hard 
upon us houest fellows, Jack, if all 
women were Claiusbab. ^^m 

Here I am obliged to break«H 



It is much better. Jack, to tell 
your own story, when it must he 
known, than to have an advenai7 
tell it for you. Conscious of this. 



creafurejandwhichl woul4makft 1 ^isve tt>e,vn a particular accaonl 
no ficrup/e to bear at ttobat otB.^iO-«w%Mi\,Ws>&Vwai-B\'Ai.(ira:to 
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fix Opon tbe Thuraday after I left 
her (it being her uncle Hatlowo's 
anniveraarycirtb-day, and named 
to oblige her) for the private 
celebration; haring some dayr 
before actuallj procm'ed a li 
c^nce, which still remained with 
her. 

That, not being able to prevail 
upon her to promise any thing, 
while nnderasuppuaedrcBtrtiint: 
I offered to leave her at full 
liberty , if ahe would give me the 
least hope for that day. Bui 
neither did thia offer avail me. 

That this inflexibleness making 
me desperate ; I resolved to add 
to my former fault, by giving di- 
rections, that she should not 
either go orcorrespondout of the 
hoDBC , till 1 returned from M. 
Hall; well knowing, that if ebe 
were at full liberty, 1 must for 
ever lose her. 

That this constraint had so 
much incensed her, that although 
I wrote no less than four difTerent 
letters, I could not procure a, 
single word in answer; though X 
pressed her but for four words to 
signify the day and the church. 

I referred to my two cousins to 
vouch for me the extraordinary 
methodsl took to send messengers 
to town, though tliey knew not 
the occasion: which now I told 
them was Vds. 



another eentfeman of whom I 
thought she had a good opinion, 
to attendher, in order to press for 
her compliance; holding myself 
in readiness the last day , at Salt 
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Hill, to meet the messenger they 
should send, and proceed to Lon- 
don , if his message were favour- 
able : but that , before they could 
attend her, she had fouud means 
to fly away once more: and is 
now, said I, perched perhaps 
somewhere under Lady Betty's 
window at Glenham Hall; and 
there, like the sweet Philomela, a 
thorn in her breast, warbles forth 
her melanuholy complaint against 
her barbarous TereuB. 

Lady Betty declared, that she 
was not with /ier,-nordidabeknow 
where she was. She should be, 
she added, the most welcome 
guest to her, that she ever re- 
ceived. 

In truth, I had a suspicion , that 
she was already in their know- 
ledge, and taken into their protec- 
tion; for Lady Sarah 1 imagined 
incapable of being roused to this 
spirit by a letter only from Miaa 
Harlowe , and that not du'ected fo 
herself; she being a very indolent 
and melancholy woman. But her 
sister, 1 find, had wrought her up 
toit;forLadyBetty isas officious 
and managing a woman as Mrs. 
"we; but of a much more gener- 
aud noble dispoaitioii ^ she is 
mj mm/. Jack. 

I supposed, I said, that her 
ladyship might have a private 
direction where to send to her. I 
spoke as I wished: I would have 
^ven the world to have heard that 
she was inclined to cultivate the 
interest of any of my family. 

Lady Betty answered, tbatahe 

id no direction but what wsa 
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ecratohod out, and which, it was 
probable, was only a, temporarj 
one, in order to Avoid me: other- 
wiae sbe would bajdly have di- 
rected aa answer to be left at an 
inn. Andflhe was of opinion, that 
to apply to Miss Howe would be 
the only certain way to succeed in 
any application for forgiveness, 
would 1 euable [that young lady to 
interest herself in procuring it. 
JAW Chnrlolte. Permit me to 



justice due to Miss Harlowe, if 
Mr, Lovelace will oblige bimself 
to marry her, I will make Miss 
Howe a visit, little as 1 am 
acquainted with her; and endea- 
vour to engage her interest to 
forward thedesired reconciliation. 
And if this can be done , 1 make 
no question but ail may bebaupily 
hccom mo dated; for every oody 
knows the love there is between 
Mis Harlowe and Miss Howe. 

M ABBI AG E , with these women, 
th'iu seesi, Jacl; ts an atonemenl for 
all we can do In Iheia. A true dia- 
malio reeumpenael 

This motion was highly ap- 
proved of- and I gave my honour, 
as desired, in the fullest manner 
they could wish. 

Lady Sarah. Well then, cousin 
Charlotte, begin your treaty with 
Miss Howe, directly. 

Lailji Belli/. I'ray do. And let 
Miss Harlowe be told, that I am 
ready to receive her as the most 
welcome of guests: andlwillnot 
have her out of my sight till the 



Lmhj Sarah. Tell her from oL 
that she shall be my dughterU 
Instead of my poor Betsey; -^ 
and shed a tear in TememDru{ 
of her lost daughter. 

Lord M. What say you, Ut^V 



this 

Locel. 



Content, my lordij 
the language of y^ 



house. 

L-ird M. We are not to I 
fooled, nephew. No qnibbUa^ 
We will have noBlurputupouUL 

Ltwel. You shall not. Andytl, 
I did not intend to rnairy, if she 
exceededtheappointed Thursda)', 
But, I think (according to herows 
notions) that I have injured kcr 
beyond reparation, akhougb I 
were to make her the best oilnu- 
bauds; as I am resolved to In, if 
she will ciindescend, na I will aiU 
it, to have me. And be this, couili 
Charlotte, mypartof yourcommis- 

Thia pleased them all. I 

Lord M, Give me thy hand, 
Bob! — Thou talkest like amsu 
of honour at last, 1 hope we may 
depend upon what thou eayest! 

The ladies' eyes put the same 
queatioo to me. 

Liivel. You may, my lord. Yon 
may, ladies — absolutely yon 

Then was the personal charac- 
ter of the lady, as well as hermon 
extraordinary talents and endtf 
ments again expatiated upon: |l 
Miss Patty, w^o had once m 
her, launched out more tiia^ 
the rest in her praise. Theaeil 
followed by such inquiries a 
forgotten ' 



1 charac- 
hermon \ 

lendtngi 

esu^H 
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marriage ti'entics, and which'yct this veir momeiit it riaea tO' 
genemll)' are the pi-iuci/iidinoiiveslmy miiid, ttat 'tia iiard trusting 
■with the sages of a family, though too ; for surely there must he some 
tbe la.fl tn be mentii,ned by the|emberB, where there was fire bo 
parities themaelvcB, and yet even'lately, that may be stirred up to 
tn' fAeni, perhaps, the /frij' thought Igive a. blaze to combui>tibles 
-'- that iBtOBUy, inquiaitioniuto'strewedlightly upon them. Love 



iaea to*^H 
UBtinK -^B 



the lady's fortune ; into the parti- 
culars of the grandfather's eatatc; 
aud what her father, and her 
single -aouledunclea, will probably 
do for her, if a reconciliation be 
effected; as, by their means, they 
make oo doubt but it will, be- 
tween both families, if ithenotmy 
fault. The two venerablea '[no 
longertabbieawithmenow] hinted 
at rich presents on tbsir own 

Earts; and my lord declared, that 
e would make such overtures in 
my behalf, as should render my 
marriage with Kliaa Harlone the 
best day's work I evermade; aud 
what, he doubted not, would be as 
agreeable to that family, as to 

Thus , at present , by a. single 
h^, hangs over my head the mat- 
rimonial aword. Aud thus ended 






e all 



and nephew and 
word. 

Did ever comedy end more hap- 
pily, than this long trial? 
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So, Jack, they think they have 

gained a mighty point. But,»'e;e 

'9 change my mind. 



: self- propag ating pi anta, 
or roota , which have taken strong 
hold in the earth) when once got 
deep into the heart, ia hardly ever 
Mallij extirpated, eieept by mat- 
rimony indeed, which is the grave 
of love, becauae it allows of the 
end of love. Then theaeladiea, all 
advocates for herself, <mth herself, 
Miss Howe at their head, perhaps 

— not in favour to me — 1 don't 
expect that from Miss Howe — but 
perhaps in favour to lietsdf: for 
Miaa Howe has reason to ap- 
prehend vengeance from me, I 
ween. Her Hickman will be safe 
too, as she may think, if I marry 
her beloved friend: for he has 
been a busy fellow, and I have 
long wished to have a slap at him I 

— The lady's case desperate with 
her friends too; and likely to be 
so, while single, and her character 
exposed to censure. 

A husband ia a charming cloak, 
afig-leafed apron forawife: and. 
for a lady to be protected in 
liberties , in diversions , which her 
heart pants after ^ and all her 
faults, even the moat criminal, 
were she to be detected, to be 
thrown upon the hasbaud, and the 
ridicule too; a charming privilege 
forawife! 

But I shall have one comfort if 
y, which plea 



■epent, I fancy I am safe. — And Uttie, lia ^aaiia-^te.'^iaa'-*'* 
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friend of her eci , a bundred 
liberties mar be tnkca with that 
feiend , which could not be tsken, 
if the single lady (knoiriiig what a 
title to freedoms marriage has 

S'ven him with her friimd) was not 
jB HCmpulouB with him than she 
ought to be, as to herself. Then 
there are brnad freedoms (shall I 
call tbemV) that m&j be taken bj 
the buBband with hia wife, that 
mar not be ijuile shocking, which, 
if the wife bears before her friend. 
will serve for a leaEon to that 
friertd; and if that friend bears to 
be present at them without check 
or baehfulnesB, will shew a saga- 
cious fellow that she ccm bear as 
much herself, at proper lime and 
place, 

Chaalit!/, Jack, like jii^lij, is an 
uniform fhiog. If in lo'<lc, if in 
fpeecli, a girl give way to undue 
levily, depend upon it the devil 
has got one of his cloven feet in 
bei heart already — bo, Hickman, 
take care of thyself, I advise thee, 
whether I marry or not. 

Thus, Jack, have I at once re- 
conciled myself to all myrelations 
^ and if the lady refuses me, 
thrown the fault upon her. This, 
Iknow, would be m mypowerto 
do at any time: and 1 was the 
more arrogant to them, in order 
to heighten the merit of my 
pli- -- 



have been plundering my own 

treasury? 

And then, can there be so mncb 
harm done, if it can be so easily 
repaired by a few magical worda) 
as/, /fu^Ki-r, take thee, Clarissa; 
and I, Clarissa, take thee, Robert, 
with the rest of the for- better and 
for-worso legerdemain, which vill 
hocus poena all the wrongs, tb« 
crying wrongs, that 1 have done 
' Miss Harlowe, into acts of kind- 

ss and benevolence to Mrs. lion- 
lace? 

Hut, Jack, two tfainge I most 
insist upon with thee , if this is to 
be the case, — Having put aeerels 
of BO highanaturebetweeumeand 
my spouse into thy power,! niut, 
for my own honour, and for th« 
honour of my wife and my illustri- 
ous progeny, first oblige theelo 
give up the letters 1 have ao pro- 
fusely scribbled to thee: and, in 
the next place, do by thee, as I 
have heard whispered in France 
was done by the Irve father of a 
certain m on arqne ; that is to lar, 
cut thy throat, to prevent thy tell- 

5 of tales, 
have found means to heights 
the kind opinion my friends here 
have begun to have of me, by com- 
municating to them the contents 
ofthcfourfast letters which Iwrote 
to press my elected spouse to so- 
lemnize. My lord has repeated 
one of his phrases in my favour 
Butj after all, it nouldberery;that he hopes it will come out, 
whimsical, would it not, if all my'lliat Ikedevilis not qiaie so MackiV 
plots and contrivances should end I lie is painted. 

in wedlock? What a pimiahment Now, pr'ythee, dear Jack, since 
troald this eome out to be, hbomI^wi TnB.ny good consequences tin 
myself too, that all this wVvic 1 An ^ft" i^*jwi *ji»R ^i™ tvi^ti*!! 
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(one of which to ihgself; siacfl the 
BOoner thou di est, the less|thou wilt 
have to answer for); and that I 
low and then am apt to believe 
here mav be something in the 
old fellow B notion', who once ' " 
IB , that he who kills a. man , 
all that man's sins to answei , 
well as his own, because he 
■e him not the time to repent of 
m, that heavea designed to 
allow him [a fine thing for thee , if 
thou coosentest to be knocked of 
the head; but a cursed one for the 



will not giveua her help; Ipr'ythei 
now esert thyself to find out my 
ClarissaUarlowe, that Imay make 
a Lovelace of her. Set all the 
dty^ bellmen, and the country 
criers , for ten miles round the me- 
tropolis, at work, with their 
"Oyes'slandif any man, woman, 
Or^ild, can give tale or tidings" 
— advertise her in ail the news- 
papers; and let her know, "that 
if she will repair to Ladv Betty 
Lawrence, or to Mias Charlotte 
Montague, ahemay hear of some- 
thing greatly to her advantage." 



Mv 



s Montague a 



. Howe'a to engage her visen 
daughter'sintereatwithherfriend. 
They will flaunt it away in a cha- 
riot Hud six, for the greater state 
and significance. 

Confounded mortification to be 
reduced thus low! — My pride 
hardly knows how to brook it. 

Lord M. has engaged the two 
veuerablea to stay here , to attend 
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the issue: and I, standing ver^ 
high at present in their good 

S'aees, am to gallant them to 
xford, to Blenheim, and several 
other places. 

LKTTER GU. 

Uiss Howe to Mill Clurtsss Uarlowc. 

Tlmrsdny nlglil, July 13. 

CoLLiBB sets not out to-morrow. 

Some domestic occasion hinders 

him. Rogers la but now returned 

from you, and cannot well be 

spared. Mr. Uickman has gone 

upon an affair of my mother's, and 

has taken both his servanU with 

him, to do credit to hia employer; 

BO 1 am forced to venture this by 

the post, directed by your assumed 

I am to acquaintyou, that 1 havo 
been favoured with a visit ftora 
Mias iVIontague and her sister, in 
Lord M.'s chariot-and-six. My 
lord's gentleman rode here yester- 
day, with a request that 1 would 
receive a visit from the two young 
ladies, on a very particular occa- 
«i*(in ,- the greater favour if it might 
be the next day. 

As I had so little personal know- 
ledge of either, I doubted not but 
it must be in relation to the in- 
terests of my dear friend; and bo 
consulting with my mother, I sent 
them an invitation to favour me 
(because of tbedislanee) with their 
company at dinner; which they 
kindly accepted. 

1 hope, my dear, since things 
have been so very bad, that their 
errand to me will be aa agreeable 
to you, aa any thing that can lu 
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nf Lord M. and I.ad^ Sarah and 
Ladj Betty hU two BiBters, to de- 
sire my interest to engage you to 
put vonrBelf into the jiroteetion of 
Lady Betty; who will not part 
with you till she sees all the justice 
done you that non can be done. 

Lady Sarah had not stirred out 
for a. twelve-mouth before; never 
since she lost her «CTeeable 
daughter whom you and I saw at 
Mrs. fienson's: but was indnced to 
take thia Journey by Lady Betty, 
purely to procure you reparation, 
if poBflifale. And their joint 
strength, united with Lord M.'s, 
has HO far succeeded, that the 
wretch has bound himself to them, 
and to theae young ladiea , in the 
solemnest manner, to wed youio 
their presence, if they can prevail 
upon you to give him your hand. 

This coufloiatioQ you may take 
to yourself, that b11 this honour- 
able family have a Hue (that is the 
kighesi) aense of your merit, and 
greatly admire yon. The horrid 
creature has not spared himself 
in doing justice to your virtue; 
and the younc ladies gave us such 
an account of hia con^saions, and 
self-condemnation, that my mo- 
ther waa quite charmed with you ; 
and vfe all four ahed tears of joy, 
that there is one of our sex [I, that 
that one is my dearest friendj who 
has done bo much honour to it , as 
to deserve the exalted praises 
given you by a wretch so aelf- 
conceited; though pity for the 
excellent creature mingled with 
our joy. 

Me promises by them to mate\ 



11 join to 



Lord, and Lady Betty, and Lady 

Sarah, are all three to be guaran- 
tees that he will be so. Nobis 
settlements, noble presents, theji 
talked of: they sa^, they leftLoitl 
M. and his two aisters talking ol 
nothing else but of those presenli 
and settlementB, how most to do 
youlionour,tbe greater in propor- 
tion for the indJEQJties you have 
suffered; andofchangingofnunes 
by Act of I'arliament, prepar" " "" 
to the interest they will all jc 
make to get the titles t 
the bulk of (he estate n ^ . 
my lord's death, which they ap- 
prehend to be nearer than they 
wish. Nor doubt they of a 
thorough reformation in hia mo- 
rals, from your example andiO' 
fluence over him. 

1 made a great many objectioiu 
foryou^all, Ibelieve, thatyou 
could have madeyourself,had you 
been present. Butlhavenodonht 
t^adviaeyou, mydcar, (and so 
does my mother) instantly to pDl 
yourself into Lady Betty's pro- 
tection , with a reaolution to take 
the wreteh for your husband. All 
his future grandeur [he wantsnol 
pride] depends upon his sinceritl 
to you; and the young ladies vonct 
for the depth of his concern foi 
Lhe wrongs he has done you. 

AUhis apprehension IS, iuyoui 
readiness to communicate to eve[7 
one,asbefeai-B,the evils you have 
suffered; which bethinks will «■ 
pose you both. Hut bad younot 
revealed them to Lady Betty. yM 
had not had so warm a tnead; 
owing to two letters yM 



the best of huabands; and TO3\w(Q\.tVQVct,"0Mi\.ii^'0waigv)d,« 



Ihope it willprove, was brought 
about. But I advise ;ou to be 
more sparing in expoeiug what is 
past, whether you htiTB thoughts 
of accepting bim or not: font 
my dear, can that avail now, 
to givfi a handle to vile wretches 
to triumph over your friends; 
since every one wiU not know how 
much to your honour your very 
sufferings have been? 

Your melancholy letter brought 
by Rogers*, with his account of 
your iudifferent health, confirmed 
to him by thewomanc^' the bouse, 
as well as by your looks, and by 
your faintness while you talked 
with him , would have given me 
inexpressible affliction, hadlnot 
been cheered by this agreeable 
visit I'rora the young ladiea. I 
hope yon will be equally so ou 
my imparting the subject of it to 

Indeed ; my dear , yon must not 
hesitate. You mvsl oblige them. 
The alliance is splendid and ho- 
nourable. Very few will know 
any thing of bis brutal basenesa 
to jou. All must end , in a little 
while , in a general reconciliation ; 
and you will be able to resume 
your course of doing the good to 
every deaervine object, which 
procured you blessings wherevei 
yon set your foot. 

1 Am concerned to find, that 
father's inhuman curse 
you so much as it does. 
Ill are a noble creature to 
, SB you put it — I hope you 
Eire indeed more solicitous to j ' 
it revoked for their sakea than 
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your own. It is for Ihent to be' 
penitent, who hurried you into 
evils you could not well avoid. 
You are apt to judge by the un- 
happy event, rather than upon the 
true merits of your case. Upon 
my honour, I think you faultless 
almost in eveiy step you have 
taken. What has not that vilely 
insolent and ambitions, yet stupid, 
brother of yours to answer for? — , 
That spiteful thing your siatet _ 

but come, since what is pait*! 
cannot be helped, let ns look for- ' 
ward. You have now happy pros- 
pects opening to you: a family, 
alreart;/ ituble, prepared to receive 
and embrace you with open arms, 
and joyful hearts, and who, by 
their love to you, will teach an- 
other family (who know not what 
an escellence they have con- 
federated to persecute) how to 
valueyott. Your prudence, your 
piety, wiE crown all. You will 
reclaim a wretch, that for an 
hundred eakes more than for bia 
own, one would wisii to be re- ' 
claimed. | 

Like a traveller, who has been 1 

put out of his way by the over- * 

flowing of some rapid stream, yoa 

have only had tlie fore-right path 

you were in overwhelmed. A few 

miles about, a day or two only 

lost , as I may say , and you are in 

a, way to recover it; and, by 

quickening your speed, will get 

up the lost time. 1 he hurry upon 

your spirits, meantime, will be all 

yourinconvenience; forit was not i 

your fault you were stooged ii 

your ^iTQgtBM, 
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Think of this, my dear, and itii- 

Erove upon the allegory, as you 
now bow. If you can, without 
impeding^ yoiir progress, be the 
means of assuaging the inunda- 
tion, of bounding the waters 
within (heir natural channel, and 
thereby of recoveriue the over- 
whetmed path for the sake of 
future passengers who travel thej 
same way, what a merit will 
yours be ! 

I shall impatiently eipeot your 
next letter. The young ladies 
proposed , that you should put 
yourself, if in town, or near it, 
into the Heading stage coach, 
which inns somewhere in Fleet 
Street: and if you give notice of 



the day, you will 6e 
road, and that pretty early ... 
your journey, by some of Doth 
sexes; one of whom you won't be 



lorry to see 
Mr. Hick 



k 



Hickman Bhoil attend you 
at Slough; and Lady Betty her- 
self, and one of the Miss Monta- 
gues, with proper equipages, will 
be at Beading to receive you ; and 
carry yon directly to the seat of 
the former: for I have expressly 
stipulated, that the wretcn him- 
self shall not come into your pre- 
sence till rour nuptials are to be 
solemnized, unless you give leave. 
Adieu, my dearest friend. Be 
happy: and hundreds wili then 
be happy of consequence. Inei- 
presBJ biy 80 , I am sure , will 

Your ever affectionate 

Anna Howe. 



Sunday olgtit, Jul; lt> 

Wbt would you permitsoini 
much devoted to your Berrice, 
labour under such an impntienM 
vou must know it utuui<JlBboiir 
under, for want of an answutoi 
letter of such consequence to (i>i 
and therefore to me, as wiiEmte 
of Thursday night? — Rogen 
told raa on Thursday, you was 
suill; yourlettersent by hiisvu 
Hit melancholy! — Yet youmnrt 
be ill indeed, if jou could doI 
write something to such a letter 
were it but a, line, to say fdi 
would write as soon as you could. 
Sure you have received it Ik* 
master of our nearest post-offiK 
will pawn his reputation thit it 
went safe: I gave him particvlir 
charge of it. 

God send me good news of jom 
liealth, of your ability to write; 
and then I will chide you —in- 
deed I will — as I never yet did | 
chide you. 

I suppose your excuse will be, 
that the subject required coi^ 
sideration — Lord! mydear,Kiit 
might; but you have so right t 
mind, and the matter in questioa 
is so obvious, that you could not 
want half an hour to determine — 
then you intended, probablv, to 
wait Collina's call for your letter 
as on to-morrow I — Suppose — 
missi — indeed 1 am anery with 
you! — suppose something wow 
to happen, as it did on Friday, 
tiiat he ebould not be able to go to 
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town to-morrow? — How, child, 
could you serve me ao I ^ I know 
not how to leave off acoldiug you! 
Dear, honest Collins, make 
haste: he will: ho will. He sets 
out, and ttavela all night: for L 
have told him, that the deareat 
friend I have in the world has it 



letter he will hriug from her will 

I have ordered him to 
directly (without stopping ai 
Saracen's Head ina) to you at 
your lodgings. Mattel's are now 
lu so good a way, that he safely 

Your eipeetod letter is ready 
written I hope: if it be not, he 
will call for it at your hour. 

Tou can't be bo happy as you 
deserve to be: but 1 doubt 



to put yourself instantly into 
Ladr Betty's protection. If you 
would not have the wretch for 
1/iiar oirn sake; have him you 
must, ioimint, for your /bwiiVi/'s, 
for yonr hmoui's sake! — Dear 
honestCoUina, make haste 1 make 
haste! and relieve the impatient 
heart of my beloved's 

Ever faithful, ever affectionate, 



lADiu, TneBOsy mora. Jul; IS. 

1 TASK the liberty to write to 
ou, hy this special messenger. 
n the trenzy of my soul I write to 
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you, to demand of you, and of 
any of your family who can tell 
news of^my beloved friend; who, 
I doubt, haa been spirited away 
by the base arts of one of the 
blackest — help me to a uame 
bad enough to call him by ! Her 
piety is proof against self at- 
tempts. It must, it must be be, 
the only wretch , who could injure 
Buch an innocent; and now who 
knows what be has done with hei! 

If 1 have patience, I will give 
you the occasion of this dis- 
tracted vehemence. 

1 wrote to her the very moment 
vou and your sister left me. But 
being unable to procure a special 
messenger, as 1 intended, was 
forced to send by the post, I 
urged her [you know I promised 
that I would: I urged her] with 
earneatnese, to comply with the 
desires of all your family. Having 
no answer, I wrote again on Sun- 
day night; and sent it by a par- 
ticular hand, who travelled all 
night; chiding her for keeping a 
heart so impatient as mine m such 
cruel suspeoiiB, upon a matter of 
so much importance to her; and 
therefore to ma. And very angry 
" was with her in my mind. 

But, judge my aatouishmont, 
my distraction, when last night, 
the messenger, returning post- 
haste , brought me word , uiat she 
had not been heard of since Fri- 
day morning! And that a letter 
lay for her at her lodgings, which 
"ime by the post; and must be 

She went out about six that 
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that ^k 
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believe, togo tomorning prayers 
at Covent Gfarden cburcb , juat by 
lier lodgings, as she had done 
divers times before — went on 
foot — left word she should be 
back in an honr — very jioorly in 
health ! 

Lord, have mercy upon me! 
Whatfihall I do! — I was a dis- 
tracted ereaturc all last night ! 

madam! you know not how 
I love her! — My own aoul is not 
dearer to me, than mj' Clarissa 
Uarlowel — Nay, she is my soul 
— for I now have none — oiily n 
miserable one, however — for she 
was the joy, the stay, the prop 
of my life. Never woman loved 
woman as we love one another. It 
isible to tell yon half her 
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i my glory 
'as capable 



matchless a creature ^ out 
— who knows, whether the dear 
injured has not all her woea, her 
iiniioserved woes, completed in 
death; or is not reserved for a 
worse fate! — Thisl leave to your 
inquiry — for — your — [Bhalll 

caQ the man your?] relation 

I understand is Btill with you. 

Surely, my good ladies, you 
were well authorized in the pro- 
posals you made in presence of 
my mother? Surely he dare not 
abuse your confidence, and the 
confidence of your noble rela- 
tions! 1 make no apology for 
Siving you this trouble, nor for 
eeiring you to favour with a line, She has arresti?d her for IStK 
bj this messenger, pretendedly due for boutl 

Yoar almost distracted 'Ao4^\i?,-. fl-aam, (beridesthi 
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— Zounds, Jack, what shall idfr 
uow! A curse upon all myd 
and contrivaneea I — But I S 
it! — III the very heart andn 
of mo, I have it! m 

Thon toldest me, tbat 4 
punishments were but beginri ^ 

— canst thon, Ufatal prognoili- 
catorl canst thou tell me wbne 
they will end? 

Thy asaistauce I bespeak. Tbe 
moment tliou receivest thig. I 
bespeak thy assistance. Thii 
mesaenger rides for life and death 
~ and I hope he'll find you «l 
your town lodgings; if he mert 
not withyouatEdgware; whew, 
being Sunday, he will call first 

This cursed, cursSd woman, tn 
Friday dispatched man and hone 
with tbe joyful news (as she 
thought it wonld be to met in aa 
eiultmg letter from Sally Martin. 
that she had found out my angel 
as on Wednesday last; and on 
Friday morning, after she bad 
beenat prayers at Covent Garden 
ebnreh — praying for my reforma- 
tion perliai>s — got ber arrested 
by two sherifTs officers, as she was 
returning to her lod^ugs , wbo 
(villainsT) put her into a chair 
they had in readiness, and carried 
her to one of the cursed fellow'i 



f 



tlie dear aoiil could not possibly 

ruse: all her clotheB and effects, 

'hut she bad on and with 



And licre, for an aggravation, 
has the dear creature lam already 
two days; for I muat be gallant- 
ing my two auutB aud my two 
couBins, and giving Lord M. an 
airing after liw lynig-iu — poi 
upon the whole family of usi And 
returned not tillwitlun tbishour; 
and now returned to my distrac- 
tion, on receiving the curaed 
tidings, and the exulting letter. 

Hasten, bastes, dear Jack; for 
the love of God, hasten to the in- 



— I dare not stir. It will bo 
thought done by my contrivaiice 

— and if I am absent from this 
place, that will confirm the suspi- 
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cursed woman! — Vet she thinks 
abe has made no small merit with 
me. Unhappy, thrice unhappy 
circumstaitcQ! — At a time too, 
when better proapeuts were open- 
ing for the Bweet creature I 

Hasten to her! — Clear me of 
this caraed job. Most sincerely 
by all that's sacred, I swear you 
may I — Yet have 1 been such a 
villainous plotter, that the charm- 
ing Buffbrer will hardly believe it: 
although the proceeding be bo 
dirtily low. 

Set ber free the moment yousee 
her: without conditioiiing, free! 
— On your kncca, for me, beg her 
pardon: anil .iBSure her, that, 



s sure allow not 
any of the damned crew to go 
near her — only let her permit 
'/»u to receive her commands from 
lime to time — You have always 
been her friend and advocate. 
What wouldl now give, badi per- 
mitted you to have beenaaucceaa- 
fulo 

Let ber have all her clothes and._ 
effecta sent her instantly, as a' 
small proof of my sincerity. And 
force upon the dear creature, who 
must be moneyiesB, what Bums 

fou can get her to take. Let ma 
now how she has been treated. 
If re " " 

T , 

ter thou bast freed her, aud damn 
the whole brood, dragon and se 
penta, by the hour, till thou* 
tired; aud tell them, 1 bid thee 
dolso for their curscdofficiousneai 

They had nothing to do when 
they bad found ber, but to 
my orders bow to proceed. 

The great devil fly away with 
them all, one hy oue, through ths 
roof of their own cursed house,, 
and dash them to piecea against 
the tops of chimnies as he flies; 
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lUQ [ops oi cuumiicH UB ue nieii; 

and let the leaser devils collect 
their scattered scraps, and bag 
them up, in order to pnt them to> 
get her again in their allotted 
place, iu the element of Are, with 
cements of molten lead. 

A tine! a line I a kingdom for a 
linn I with tolerable news, the first 
moment thou canst write ! — This J 
fellow waits to trauj.%\\_ J 
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Yttua letter has infinitely dis- 
tarbed na all. 

This wretched man has been 
half distracted erer aince Satur- 
daynight 

We knew not what ailed him, 
tiliyour letter was bronght. 

Vile wretch, as he ia, Tie is how- 
ever innocent of this new evil. 

Indeed he is, he m'lft be; as I 
shall more at large acquaint yon. 

But will not now detain yonr 
messenger. 

Only to satisfy yonr jnat impa- 
tience, by t«llingyDu, that tbe dear 
young lady is sale, and, webope 
well, 

A horrid mistake of bia general 
ordera has subjected ber to the 
terror and disgrace of an arrest. 

Poor dearMiaalJarlowel — Her 
anfierings have endeared her tons, 
almost as much as hereieellenciea 
can have endeared her to yon. 

But she ttiu»t be now quite at 
liberty. 

Ho bas been a distracted man, 
ever since tbe news iraa bi-oug;ht 
him: and we knew not what ailed 
him. 

But that I said before- 

My Lord M., my Lady Sarah 
Sadfeir, and my Lady Betty Law- 
rence, will all writo to you tlus 
vaiT afternoon. 

And s(i will the nretcb himself. 

Ana send it byaaervant of their 
oira, uot to detain jours, 
/fcnorrnot what I write. 



But you sbull hare all the par- 
ticulars, just, and true, and fair, 

Dear madam, 

Your most faithful and obedient 
servant, 

Ch. Momtaoci. 

letter cvh. 



ICAS ILADAll, M. Hull, Jul; 19. 

In pursuance of my promise, 1 
»ill minutely inform you of eveij 
^hine; we know, relating to thii 
ihocking transaction. 

When wo returned fi-om you on 
Thursday night, and made onr 
report of the kind reception both 
we and our message met with, hi 
that you had been so good ai ID 
promise to use vonr interest inlb 
your dear friend; it put us allinto 
such good hu[Dour with one an- 
other, and with my cousin Love- 
lace, tliat we resolved i^on a little 
tour of two days, the Friday and 
Saturday, in order to give an air- 
ing to my Lord, and Lady Sarah; 
■""■'i having been long confined, 
by illness, the other by me- 
lancholy. My Lord, Lady Sarah, 
Lady Hetty, andmysclf, werein 
the coach; and all our talk was of 
dear Miss liarlowe, and of our 
future happiness with her. Mr. 
Lovelace and my sister (who is.' ' 

favourite, as he la hera) v '-" 

phaeton: and whenever 
company, that was still the 

jeet. 

As to him, never man piaised 
, na\ift4\di.lier; 



Mr. , 
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[e 13 none ofjthia) ehuahim; sajing, hewasBr^ 
thosethatacegovemedbyinterestJ wretch, and made aoTiy his own 
ne ia too proud for that. But iuvcntiouB, and the conaequencea 
moBt sincerely delighted was he □fthcm. 

in talking uf her; andof bishoiiea N'oneof U9 could get out of him 
of herreturningfayonr. Heaaid, what bo diaturbea him. We 
however, more than once, thathe should too Boon hear, he said, to 
feared ahe would not forgive him;' the utter diaaipation of all Avt 
for, from bis heart he must say, he hopes, and of all "urf. 
deserved not herforgiveness: and We could eaaily suppose, that 
often and often, that there was all was not right with regard to 
not such a woman in the world. the worthy young lady aua him. 

This I mention toahewyou, ma- He was out each day; andsaidhe 
dam, that he could uotat thia time wanted to run away from himself. 
be privy to such a barbarous and Late on Monday night he re- 
disgraeeful treatment of her. ceived a letter from Mr. Belford, 

We returned not till Saturday his most favoured friend, b^ his 
night, allin aa good humour with 
one another aa we went out. We 
sever had such pl< 



npany before. If he would be 
good, and as he ought to he, no 
man wonld be better beloved hy 
relatiouB tbau he. liut never was 
there a greater alteration iuaman 
vrhen he came home, and received 
a letter Irom a measenger, who, 

it seems, had been flattering him- . . _^ 

aelf in hopes of a reward, and had He was out when your 
been waiting for his return from senger came: but 



mesaenger 
in a foam, man 
ever were the ■ 

easier, but like a madman rather: 
but atill would not let us know the 
occasion. But to my sister he 
said. Nobody, my dear Patsey, 
who can think but of half the 
plaguea that pursue an intriguing 
spirit would ever quit the fore- 
right path. 



been waiting for his return from senger came: but aoon came in; 
the night before. In such a fury ! anifbad enough waa tiis reception 
— The man fared but badly. He from us all. And he said, that 
instantly shut himself up to write, bis own torments were greater 
and ordered man and horse to be than ours, than Miss Harlowe's, oi 
ready to Bet out before dajhght vours, madam, all put together, 
the neirt morning, to carry the'He would see your letter. Heal- 
lettertoafriendiu London. ways carries every thing before 

He would not see us all thatlhim; and said, when hehadread 
night; neither breakfaet nor djuelit, that he thanked God, he was 
withufl next day. He ought, heinotBUch a villain, as you with too 
said, never to Bee the light; and great an appearance of reason, 
bidmy sister, whom he called an thought him. 

irtnocml (and who was very de- Thus then be o-Nafti *-■&.& \s.-(J*»s- 
sijvas to kaoirtbe occasion of aUi.to^e. 
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lie bad left gcncnil directioas 
to the people of the lodgings tlie 
dear laiay weutfrom, to fiud out 
where she was gone to, if possible, 
that he might bare an opportunity 
to import.une her to be nis before 
their difierence was public. The 
wicked people {ii/'ficioiis at least, 
if not wicked) discovered where 
she was on Wednesday; and, for 
fear she should i-e move bef ore thoy 
could have his orders they put 
her nndera geiille reMroinl, as they 
call it; and dispatched away a 
measeuger to acquaint him with 
it; and to take hia orders. 

This messenger arrived on Fri- 
day afternoon ; and staid here till 
we returned on Saturday night: — 
and when he read the letter he 
brought — I have told yon, ma- 
dam, what a fury be was in. 

The letter he retired to write, 
and which lie dispatched away so 
early on Sunday morning, waste 
conjure hisfriend Mr. Belford, on 
receipt of it, to fly to the lady, and 
set her &ee; and to order all her 
things to be sent her; and to clear 
him of BO /'to'.* and lAllmwit/ a 
fact, as he justly called it. 

Audby this time be doubts not 
that all is happilr over; and the 
beloved of his eouI (as he calls her 
at every word) in an easier and 
happier way than she was before 
the horrid fact. Audnowheown 
that the reason why Mr. Belford' 
letter set him into stranger ra 
Tings, was because of his keeping 
him wilfully (and on purpose ' 
torment him) iu suspeuse; a 
rejecting very heavily npon^umi 



ifibr Mr Belford, he > 



the lady's friend and advocate) : 
and only mentioning, that he had 
waited upon her; referring to hii 
next for ^rther particulars; which 
Mr. Belford could have told him 
at the time. 

He declares, and we can voticli 
for him, that he has been, evFr 
since last Saturday night, tht' 
most miserable of men. 

He foihore going up himsiilf, 
that it might not be imagined lie 
was guilty of so black a cont/i- 
vance; and that be went up to 
complete anj base views in con- 
aequeiice of it. 

Believe us all, dear Miss Hotp, 
under the deepest concern at tliis 
unhappy accident; which will, 
we fear, exasperate the charming 
suiferer; not too moeb for the oc- 
casion, but toomuch forour hopes. 

what wretches are those free- 
living men, who love to tread iu 
intricate paths; and, when once 
they err, know not how far out of 
the way their headstrong coarse 
may lead them! 

My sister joins her thanks with 
mine to your good mother anil 
self, for the favours you heaped , 
upon us last Thursday. We oe- 
seech your continued interest ai 
to the subject of our visit. It 
shall be all our studies to oblige 
and recompense the dear lady lo 
theutmost of our power, for what 
she has suffered from the unhappy 

We are, dear madam. 
Your obliged and faithful m 



laya, 



Wb join in tha above i-equBBt 
of Mias Chai'lottQ and MisB i'attj 
MontAgue, Tor your favour ajid 
interest ; being couTincod that the 
accident WBH an accidenti and no 
plot or contrivance of a wretch 
too full of them. 

We are madam , 
Your mOBt obedient hnmble 
servants, 



Aftke what is written above, 

by namea and characters of such 

unquestionable honour, I might 

havehcen excused aigninga name 

almost as hateful to myself, ns I 

KNOW it ia to you. But the ahoen 

will have it so. Since therefore I 

Diunf write, it Hhallbetruth; which 

is, that, if I may be once more 

admitted to pay my duty to the 

most deserving and most injured 

of her aex, I will be content to do 

it with a. halter about ray neck; 

and, attended by a parson on my 

right-hand, and the hangman on 

j my left, be doomed, at her will, 

either to the church or thegallows. 

Your most humble servant, 

KonsBT Loi 

TuBiiclay, Joly 18. 



Sunday nlebl, Jnly Ifi. 
^ViUT a cursed (lieco of work 
ha.st thou made of it, with the 
most excellent of women. Thou 
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mayest be in eai'nest, or in ji , 
as thou wiltj but the poor lady 
will not be long either thy sport, 
or the sport of (ortune ! 

1 will give thee an account of it 
scene that wanta but her affectii 
pen to represent it justly; and il 
would wring all the black blood 
out of thy callous heart. 

Thou only, who art theauthot" 
of her calamities, shouldst have 
attended her in her prison: I am 
unequal to such a task : nor know 
I any other man but would. 

This last act, however unin- 
tended by thee, yet a conaequence 
of thy general orders, and 1«o 
likely to be thought agreeable to 
tbee, by those who Isuow thy 
othoTvillainiesbyher, bos finished 
thy barbarous work. And 1 
vise thee to trurajiet forUi e , 
where, how much in earnest thoa 
art to marry her, whether true or 

Thou mayest sh/b/i/ do it. She 
will not live to put theo to the 
trial; and it will a little palliate 
for thy enormous usage of her, 
and he a means to make mankind, 
who know not what I know of the 
matter, herd a little longer with 
thee, and forbear to hunt thee to 
thy fellow-aavages in the Libyan 
wilds and deserts. 

Yonr messenger found me at 
Edgware, eipecting to dinner 
with me several friends, whom I 
had invited three days before. I 
sent apologies to them, as in a 
case of life and death; and 
speeded to town to the wicked 
woman's: for how know I but 
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upon her by the cursed wretchea; 

, perhaps by your connivance, in 

order to mortify her into your 



JJtileknofnii the public wliot vUlai- 
nieii are eumJniUed bg vile wreldies 
in t\ene abuminable hnuies upim iVi- 
niicent creatures ilrairm into iheir 



Finding the lady not there, 1 
hastened away to the officer's, 
although SaUy told me, that she 
had been jnat come from thence; 
and that ahe had refnsed to see 
her, or, {as ahe sent down word) 
any body elae; being resolved tO' 
have the remainder of that Sun- 1 
day to herself, as it might, per- 
haps, be the last she should ever 

I had the same thing told me, 
when I got thither. 

I sent up to let her know, that 
I came nith a commission to set 
her at liberty. I was airaid of 
sending up the name of a man 
known to be your friend. She 
absolutely refuaed to see any man, 
however, for that day, or to an- 
swer further to any thing aaid 



wife , and servant , could acquaint 
ine with, as well in relation to the 
horrid arrest, aa to her behaviour, 
and the women'a to her; aad her 
ill state of health ; 1 went baclc to 
Sinclair's, as 1 will still call her, 
and heard the three women's 
story. Prom all which, I am 
enaoled to give you the following 
slioetin^ particulars; wbicli may 
Bcrve tm 1 can see the unliaj^y' 



lady herself to-morrow, if 

fain admittance to her. Ton 
nd, that I have been very minute 
in my inquiries. 

/Your villain it was that ml the 
poor lady, and had the impiiSencs 
to appear, and abet the EheriF* 
officers in the cursed tnmeactioB. 
lie thought, no doubt, that IM 
was doing the moat acceptaUa 
service to his blessed master 
They had got a cliair; iJie head 
ready up, as soon as service w« 
over. And as she came out of tie 
church , at the door fronting Bed- 
ford Street, the officers , Hteppiw 
to her, whispered, that they hu 
an action against her. 

She was terrified, trembled, »inJ 
turned pale, 

vlcdonJ saidehe. Whatisthslf 
—I have committed na bad (icflon! 
— Lord bleaa me! men, will 

That you are our priaoner, in»- 

I'naoner, Sirs! — what — how — 
why — what have 1 done? 

Yon muat go with UB. Be 
pleaaed, madam, to step into this 

With i)ou!— with mm.' Must 
go with men ! — I am not used to 
go with strange mett! — - Indeed 
you muat excuse me ! 

We can't excuse you; we are 
aheriff'a officera. We have a writ 
against yon. You niuai go with us, 
and you shall know at whose suiL 

Suit I said the charming inno- 
cent; I don't know what yon | 
mean. Pray, men, don't 1^"^ 
,l\anda u^ou me ; (they ofEerinj 
'^-gxA Vet "uiVi tee i:^ia.\i^V'»r- 
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used to be thus treated— I have 
done nothing to deeerve it. 

She then spied tby villain — 
thou wrBtch, said she, where is 
thy vile master? — Am L again to 
be Ms prisimer f Help, good 
people! 

A crowd bad before begun to 
gather. 

My muster is in the country, 
nadam, many miles off. If yon 
pleftsa to go with these men, they 
will treat you civilly. 

The people were most of them 
struck with compaasion. A fine 
young creature I — A thousand 
pities, cried some. While some 
few threw out vile and ahockiug 
reflections! Bat a gentleman in- 
terposed, and demanded to see 
the fellowa' authority. 

They ahewed it. Is your name 
Clarissa Hai'lowe, madam? said 

Yes, yea, indeed, ready to sink, 
uyname loasClariBsaUarlowe: — 
but it is now wrelcliednesi'. — Lord 
be merciful to me, what is to come 
neit? 

You mual ea with theae inen,| 
madam, said the gentleman: they. 
have authority for what they do. 

He pitied her, and retired. 

Indeed you must, said one 
chairman. 

Indeed you mast, said the 

Con nobody, joined in another 
gentleman, be applied to, who 
will see that so fine a creature is 
not ill usedV 

Thy villain answered, orders 
were given particularly for that. | 
Hhe liad rich relstioDs, She need 



but ask and have. She would only 
be carried to the officer's house, 
till matters could be made up. 
The people she had lodged with, 
loved her: but she had left her 
lodgings privately. 

01 had ahe thoae tricks al- 
ready? cried one or two. 

She heard not tbia^but said — 
well, iflmuatgo, 1 muat — lean 
not resist — but I will not be car 
ried to the woman's; I wHi rather 
die at your feet , than be carried 
to the woman's. 

You won't be carried there, 
madam , cried thy fellow. 

Only to my house, madam, said | 
one of the officers. 

Where is that? — In High Hoi- 
born , madam. 

IkuownotwhereHighHolbom 
is; but any where, except to the 
woman's. — But am 1 to go with 

Looking about her, and seeing 
the three passages, to wit, that 
leading to Henrietta Street, that 
to King Street, and the fore-right 
one, to Bedford Street, crowded, 
she started — any where — any 
where , said she , but ' 
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chair, threw hersett uu the seat, 
in the utmost distress and con- 
fusion — carry me, carry me out 
of sight — cover me — cover mo 
up — for ever — were her words. 

Thy villain drew the curtain: I 
shehad notpower: andtheyweut 1 
away with her through a vaat ' 
crowd of people. 

Here I must rest- L mto. -wvftsi 
, no moTC »,\ ^xftwalv . m 



tUtmaatea tSanun i 
• • > 

Tn iiiA«|i|ijf laiiyfaiatedawaj- 1 ^ ^ _ 

wtan Ac v«« Uliin ont t4 tlie Toqn wnreatMrs-SBidaa^ 1 

dMfa-atlbeeAUCT'akoasP. ' Lord hsn mne* imoB ««^H| 

8«TCnJ people lolloired tin; Mia* Martin! (1 think yna m^ \\ 
chair la Uw rnj booM, wfaieb b.Hin Haittnl — And is this ike 
in ft wretcbed ootut. !^; w&s.canseof saeli a di^neefiil inmll 
Ibme; and «a(ij(6ed «Mnc of the npanmeintlieopenstraBtiY ; 
tiHjuiren, thAt tlie jcnmg eentle- 1 And came eDOOgb,!'' "^ *- 
wnnan <rniiM he eicecdioglj well {food of gruLi^ ine b" 
iumI: and Ibey mk>d diapersed. | venge, by eallmglia 
Dorcna wfu also there: bat hundred and wj 
enmf? nut in her night Salij, aa'ponnds, isnosmalli 
k favour, vlTcrcd to carry her to 'and bj a joong c 
hnr forranr lodgingi: bnt she dc- would bare bilked faerlod^l 
elorcd tliey ibould cany her| Yon amaze me. Miss Mart, 
thlflier acornso, if they did. 'What language do you talk ii 
Very gentle nsage the women TlUkmij tudijinynt — Whatist 

' ' "' " ' -"" " 8he stood astonished, and 81 

for a few moments. 

But recovering herself, 
taming from her to the windo 
she wrung her hands, Jtbecnn 
Sally shewed me bowl] and itfling 
tbem up— —JVh'p, Lovelace: now 
indeed dol thinkl ouylil to foigJTC 
tliee! — But who shall forgive 
CiariHsa Harlowe ! — my siat«r ! 
— my hrothorl — Tenaer mer- 
cififl were your cmelUeB to Iliisl 

After a pause, ber handkerchief 
drying up her falling tears, she 
turned to Sally : now , have I no- 
thing to do but aeqnieace — only 
let me say, that if this aunt o( 
yoars, this Mrs, Sinclair, or this 
man,thisMr. Lovelace, come near 
me^oriflamcarried to theborriil 
house (for that, I suppose. .' 
In yon think, il/isaldeaignof thisuew outa'ageJ( 
IB*; for I understand, aaiA^^w lawwMi \a -iia -^wst Gliu^ 
led orcHture, you avo not\H^M\oiitt\ — ^--mV \ti ■&«< 



■ you'll judge from what I 
have to recite. 

Hhe aakod, what was meant by 
this mage of herV People told 
mn, aiiiuBhc, that 1 muif go with 
tbomen: — that th(ty bad authori- 
ty lo tjiku ino: so I submitted. 
But now, what is to be the end of 
thJN diigraceful violenceV 

'I'hi! end, said the vile Sally 
Martlui is, for honest people to 
oomo at their 
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Bequenco! — — Look, I chargt 
you, to the conaequeuccl 

The vile wretch told her, it wai 
not designed to catry her any 
whither against lierwill; but, if ' 
werej they should take care not t 
be frighted Again by a peiihiife. 

She cast up her eyes to heaveD, 
lud was silent — and went to the 
furtheatcornerof the room, and, 
sitting down, thvew her handker- 
chief over lierface. 

Sally asked her several quea- 
tionsl but not answering her, 
she told her, she would wait upon 
her by-and-by, when she had 
found her speech. 

She ordered the people to press 
her to eat and drink. She must be 
fasting. — Nothing but her 
. prayeraand tears, poorthingl- 
were the mercilesB devira wordi 
as she owned to me. — Dost thin 
I did not curse her? 

She went away; and, after her 
3wn dinner, returned. 

The unhappy lady, by thia de- 
sil's account of her, then seemed 
either mortified into meekness, or 
to have made a resolution not to 
be provoked by the insults of thia 
cnrsed creature, 

Sally inquired , in her presence, 
whether she had eat or drank any 
thing; and being told by the wo- 
man, that she could not prevail 
upon her to taate a morsel, or 
drink a drop, she said, This is 
wrong, .Ifcuffnr/oure.' very wrong! 
— YourreHeion, I think, should 
teach you , that starving yourself 
is self-murder. 

She aostrered aot. 
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The wretch owned, shew 
solved to make her speak. 

She asked, if Mahell should 
attend her, till it were seen what 
her frieuds would do for her, in 
discharge of the debt? Mahell, 
said she, haa not y:! earned the 
clothes you were so good as to give 

Am I not worthy an answer, 

I would answer yon (caid the 
sweet sufferer, without any 
emotion) if I knew how. 

I have ordered pen, ink, and 
paper, to be brought you, Mifx 
Ilnrlmne. There they are. I 
know you love writing. Ton may 
write to whom you please. Yonr 
friend, Mias Howe, will expect to 
hear from you. 

I have no friend , sudsbe, Ide- 



r to pay the debt, if she would 

She would trouble nobody; she 

hadno friends; was all they could 

from her, while Sall^ staid: 

^et spoken with a patience of 

spirit, as if she enjoyed her grieft. 

The insolent creature went 
away, ordering them, in the lady's 
hearing, to be very civil to her, 
and ta let her want for nothing. 
Now had she, she owned, the 
triumph of har heart over this 
haughty beauty, who kept them 
all at such a distance in their own 
house! 

WhiHUnkeslllmVy Lovelace, nf 
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About Bii in the evening , Row- 1 But the lady would not lie in 
land's wife prassed her to drink theirs. Was she not a priaonerf 
tea. Sbesaia.ahe had rather have ahesaid^iellier have the '"'" 
a gl&SE of water; for her 



13 ready to cleave to the ri 



fof 



The woman brought her a gIftSB, 
and some bread ana butter. Sbe 
tried to taste the latter: but could 
not swallow it: but eagerlj drank 
the water; lifting up her ejee in 
thankiiiJnesB for that I ! I 

The dieine Clarissa , Lucelace — 
reduced la Tejnke for a cup of cold 
neuter — By whom reilacedl 

About nine o'clock she asked if 
any body were to be her bed- 



any bod 

fellow. 



Theirmaid, if she pleased; or, 
aa she waa ao weak and ill, the 
girl should ait up with her, if she 
choae she should. 

She choac to be alone both night 
and day, she said. But might she 
notbetruated with thckeyaof the 
room where she was ia lie down; 
for sbe should not put off her 
clothes ! 

That, theytoldher, couldnot 
be. 

She was a&aid not , she said. 
But indeed ahe would not get 
away, if she could. 

Theytold me, that they had but 
one bed, besides that they lay in 
themselves, (which they would 
fain have had her accept of) and 
besides li«l their maid lay in, in a 
garret, which they called a hole 
of a garret: and that thai o 
was the prisoner's bed ; which they 
made several apologies to me 
Hbont I suppose it » etocMug'. 
enough. 



Yet they owned that she stalled 
. hen she was conducted thither. 
But recovering herself. Very wdl, 
said she — why should not all 1» 
pieceV^why BhouldaotBlf 
wretchedness be complete? 

She found fault, that all Ua 
fastenings were on the outeidCi 
and none within; and said, ilM 
could not trust herself in a room, 
here others could come in « 
leir pleasure, and she not go cnt 
Shehadnot fieCTiufledtoit !!! 
Dear, dear t"uU — MytenrAfine 
I a-rite! — Imleed, Lovelaa,^ 
'it mil heeit used li> such Irealnmi 
They assured her, that itiraf > 
much their duty to protect ba 
fi'om other persona' insults, ■• 
from escaping herself. 

Then they were people of mew 
honour, she said, than she fa*d 
been of late used to. 

She asked, if they knew 
Lovelace? 



No,v 



la their i 






Have you heard of him? 

No. 

Well then, you may be 
sort of folks in your way. 

Pausekere a moment, Lovelace! 

■ aiul rcllecl —Imusl. 
* * * 

AoiiN they asked her if tliey 
should send any word to hsr 
■ -siuga? 

hese are my lodgings i 



e they n 






was all he^^H 
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tbeback againstthedoor- haviDg, 
itseemB, tbrust a broken piece of 
a poker through the staples where 
n bolt had been on the inside. 

Next morning Sally and Polly 
both went to visit her. 

She had begged of Sally the 
day before, that she might not see 
Mrs, Sinclair, nor Dorcas , nor the 
broken-toothed servant, called 
William. 



be concerned for her misfortuuea. 
But she took no morenolice of her 
than of the other. 

They asked, if she bad any 
commands? — If sheftarf, she only 
need to mention what the; we 
and she should be obeyed. 

Kone at all, slie said. 

How did she like the people 
the honaeV Were they civil 
her? 

Pretty well, cons ideiing she had 
no money to give them. 

Would she accept of any 
money? They conld put it to her 
account. 

She would contract no debts. 

Had she any money about her? 

She meekly put her hand in her 
pocket, and pulled out a half 
guinea, and a little silver. Yes, I 

have a little. But here should 

be fees paid, t believe. Should 
there not? 1 have heard of en- 
trftuce-raoney to compound for 
not being Htnpt. But these people 
are very civil people, I fancy ; for 
they have not offered to take away 
my clothes. 



They have orders to be c 

It is very kind. 

Bat we two will bail yon, mint, 1 
if you will go buck with us to Mrs. I 
Sinclair's. 

Not for the world. 

Hera are very handsomo apart- 1 
ments. I 

The fitter for those who own | 

Those are very sad ones. 

The fitter for Me/ 

You may be very happy yetj I 
mm, if you will. ■ 

I hope 1 shall. 

If you refuse to eat or drink, we J 
will give bail , and take you w ' ' 

Then I will try to eat and drink. J 



lodcings ; the people will beifl 
friglited. f 

So they will, if I send. So they 1 
will, if they know where 1 af 

But have you no things tt 
for from theuce? 



lessen their secnrity. 

But perhaps letters oi 
may be left for you there. 

Ihave very few friends; and to 1 
thosel AuL'e, IwiUspurc themor- I 
tification of knowingwhat has be^ J 

We are surprised at your i 
difference, Mi^ Harlowe. Willi 
you not write to any of yonr'| 
friends? 

No. 

Why, you dou'ttlmiitti^Vaxv 
\mg keve aVn a^s t 
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I ahali aot live always. 

Do you thiiik jou are to stay 
Lere as long as jou live? 

That's as it sball please God, 
aud thoBD who have brought me 
hither. 

Should you like to be at li- 

l am miserable! — What ia li- 
berty to the miserable , but to be 
tiiiirc miserable? 

Ilaut miserable, niisst — You 
may make yourself as happy 
youplease. [should not insult the 

1 hope ymi are both happy. Neither should the fnuei«| 

We are. [said Sally, insult people for ' ~ 

May you be more and morelcivility. 
bap|>yl 1 should be aorty ifl did. 

But wo wish iiiiu to be so too. | Mrs. Sinclair shall attend yon 

Ishalluever 00 ofyour opinion, jby-and-by to know if you hart 
I believe, as to what happiness is, 'any eoramands for her" 



They owned to me, that thej 
cracked their faus, and laughed. 

Adieu, perverse beauty 1 

Your servant, ladies. 

Adieu, haughty airs ! 

You see me bumbled — 

Asyoudeaerve, JWiis Harlowe, 
Pride will have a fall. 

Betterfall, with what ynu csU 
pride, than stand with 

Who does? 

1 bad once a hutler opi 
■ you. Miss Hortoiil — Indeed 






What do you take our opinion 
of happiness to be ? 

To live at Mrs. Sinclair's. 

Perhaps, said Sally, we were 
Duce as squeamish and narrow- 
minded as you. 

How came it over witli you? 

Because we saw the ridiculous- 
ness of prudery. 

Do you 



i no wish for any liberty, 
t of refusing to soe hW| 



but that 

and (iiir more persoc 

What we came for, was to fcnrt 
if you had any proposals to m^ 
foryour enlargement. 

Then, it seems, theoffieerpvt 

in. You have very good friends, 

madam, I undeistaiid. Is it not 

B hither to persuade better that yon make it npV 

. . 3 prudery, as you call it, Charges will run high. Atiundred 

as much as you do? land fifty guineas are easier pud 

We eame to offer our service to than two hundred. Let Utete 

you. ' ladies bail you, aud go along with 

It ia out of your power to serve them ; or write to your g^euds to 

me. make it up. 

Perhaps not | Sally said, tliere is a genllemui 

it is not in my inclination to who saw you taken , and was so 

tioubleyou. much moved for you, Miia llar- 

Ycn may be worse offered. lotre, that he would gladly ad- 

Perbapslmay- vance the money for yon, awl 

]'bu Arc mighty short, iiiisK. X^asc^OTi^a^a.'^it when you ctt- 

Ab (nri8)iyoiirvbittobe,lad\e5. 5w,\-w^aKc -s\ia.\tMi»A4* 
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viIh theue ure! This is the way, 
weknow, that maiiy au uinocent 
heart is thrown uponkeepmg,and 
lb en upon the town. But for these 
■wretches thua to go to work with 
such an BOKel as thisi — How 
glad would uaTe been the devilish 
9aUy,tohavehad the least handle 
to report to tbee a listening ear, 
or patient spirit, upon tliia hint? 

Sir, sftii) she, with hieh indigna- 
tion, to the officer, mil not you 
BAj last night , that it was as 
much your business to protect me 
from the insults of otliers, as from 
escaping? — Cannot I be per- 
mitted to see whomlplease, and 
to refuse admittanee to those 1 
like not? 

Tour creditors, madam, will 
expect to see you. 

Not, ifldeclarul willnottreal 
with them. 

Then , madam , you will be sent 

Prison', friend! — What dost 
thoucallth_y house? 

Not a prison, madam. 

Why these iron-harred win- 
dows, then? Why these double 
locks and holts all on the outside, 
none on the in? 

And down she dropt into her 
chair, and thcycoulauot get an- 
other word from her. She drew 
her handkerchief over her face, 
as once before, which was aoon 
wet with tears; and grieyously 
they own, she sobbed. 

Gentle Ireatmenl, Lovelace! — 
Periapn Ihim , m irell these wrelches, 

' ~ lly then ordered r dinner, 
■— 1, tJiej would aoon be back 



again, and see that she eat and 
drank, as a gnnd t-hdsUun shiuld, 
eomporting herself to her con- 
dition , and making the best 
of it. 

What has not this charming 
creature snfTered, what has she 
not gone through, in these last 
three months, that I know ofl — 
Who would think such a deli- 
cately framed person could have 
sustained what she has sustained! 
Wesometimea talk of bravery, of 
courage, of fortitude! — Here they 
are in perfection! — Suchbravoes 
as thou and I should never have 
been able to support ourselves 
auder half the persecutions, the 
disappointments , and contume- 
lies, that Ae has met with; but, 
like cowards , should have slid out 
of the world, basely, by some 
back-door; that is to say, by a 
sword, by ft pistol, by a halter, or 
knife: — but here is a fine-prir 
eipled woman, who, by dint of th 
noble consideration, aal Imagine 
[what else can support her?] — 
she has tvt deserved the evils sX« 
cmlcnils with; and that th!s k 
is designeil but os a Iransiloi-y slafa | 
of probation; and that she is tra- 
eellin^ to another imii helier; puts 
up with all the hai'ilships of the 
joarney and is not to be diverted 
from her' course by the attacks of 
tMeoes and robbers, or any other 
terrors and difficulties ; beinff as- 
sured of an ample reumrd at the end 
..fit. 

It thou thinkest; this reflection 
uncliaractej'iHttc from a compa- 
nion and friend of thine ,«&■*-■??««*. 
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my lone attcndnnce on my uncleiher, for fear ahe slionld eterro 
in hiB flying state; and f'romthe 
pious reflections of the good 
clei^yman, who day by day, at 
the poor man's own request, 
visited and prayed by )iim? — 
And could 1 have another such in- 
stance a» IfUn, to brin^ all these 
reflections home to meV 

Then who can write of good 
persoDB, and of good subjects, 
nnd be capable of wimirinij rhem, 
and not be made serious for the 



men the keeping of gund company 
must be; while those who keep 
only bad, must necessarily more 
and more harden, and bo har- 



'Tis twelve of the c!ock. Sun- 
day night — I can think of no- 
thing but of this excellent crea- 
ture. Her distresses fill my head 
and heart. I was drowsy for a 
quarter of an hour; but the fit is 
gone off. And I will continue the 
melancholy subject liom the in- 
formation of these wretches. 
Enough, I dare say, will arise in 
the visit Ishall make, if admitted 
to-morrow, to send by tbyservant, 
as to the way I am likely to find 

After the women had left ber. 
she complained of lier head and 
ber heart; and seemed terrified 
with apprehenaiona of being car- 
ried once more to Sinclair's. 

Refusing any thing for break' 
fast, Mrs. Eowland came up tc 
hor, and told her (aa ttiesi 
irretcbeti owned they had OTicrei^ 



herself) that she ttiimt ;ind ikmU 
' Lve tea, and bread and batter: 

id that, as she bad friends who 
could support her, if she wrote to 
them, it was a wrong thing, both 
for herself audfAfiii, to starve ber- 
self thus. 

be for your oint gabtK, 
said she, that is another thing; 
let coffee, or tea, or u]iocolat«, 
or whatyoawill, begot; andpnl 
down a chicken to my accounl 
everyday, ifyou please, andeBl 
it yourselves. J will taste it, if 
I can. 1 would do iiothiog to 
hinder you. 1 have friends will 

ly you liberally, when tbcj 

They wondered, they told her, 
at her strange compoBUre in sneli 
distresses. 

They were no(/i!nj, she said, » 
icknl ahe had suffered already firoia 
the vilest of all men. The dia- 
gi-ace of seizing her in the street; 
multitndes of people about her; 
shocking imputations wounding 
her ears; had indeed been very 
aflecting to her. But that was 
over. — Every thing soon wouldl 
And she should be still mai-e com- 
posed, were it not for the appre- 
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, and being tricked or 
forced hack to the vilest bouse in 
the world. 

Then were it not better to give 
way to the two gentlewomen's 
ofiertobailher? — They could 
tell her, it was averykind pro ffOT} 
and what was not to be met I^MH 
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The ladies might, pnaaibtj, 
dispense irith ber going back to 
the house to wiiicli she had such 
an antipathj. Then the com- 
paaaionate gentleman, who was 
inclined to make it up with bar 
creditors, on her own bond — it 
Btrangetothcmahe hearkened 
not to so generous a proposal. 

Did the two ladies tell joa who 
the geutlemau waaV — Or did 
they say any more on that sub- 
ject? 

Yes, they did! and hinted to 
me, said the woman, that you had 
nothing to do, but to receive a 
visit from the gentleman , and the 
money, they beliered, wonid be 
la,id down on youi i. . -i . 

She was startled. 
Ichargeyou, said she, as you 



She stopt there, and looked bo ■ 
earnestly, and so wildly, they 
said, that they did not know but 
she would do some haim t« her- 
self, if they disobeyed her; and 
that would he a sad thing in llieir 
house; and might be their ruin. 
They therefore promised, that no 
man should be Drought to her bot 
by her own consent. 

Mr. Rowland prevailed on her 
to driuk a dish of tea, and taste 
some bread and butter , about 
eleven on Saturday morning: 
which she probably did, to have 
an excuse not to ditie with, the wo- 
men when they returned. 

BAt she would not quit her 
priion-roiim , as she called it, to 
go into their parlour. 

"Unbarred windows, and & 
! 'igl'^ows'^ apartment, she said, 
friends, that you bring no gentle- i tad too cheerful an appearanco 
— --■'■- my company. I charge for ner mind. 

Ashowerfallin", asshespoke, 
"What," said slie looking up, 
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do the elements weep for m 
At another time, "the light of 
the sun was irksome to her. The 
sun seemed to shine in to mock 
her woes." 

"Methought," addedshe, "the 
sun darting in, and gilding these 
irouhars, playsuponnr" '-'■-'^~ 



e like the 



They apprehended no bad con- 
sequence, they said, in doing 
their duty: and if ehe know not 
her own good, her friends would 
thank them for taking any inno- 
cent steps to serve her, though 
against her will. j 

Don'tpushmeupoiiextremities,! two women, who came to insult 
maul — Don'tmakemedesperate,'roy haggard looks by the word 
woman! — I have no small difli-,fteari/^; and my dejected heart, 
culty, notwithstanding the seam- by the word haasjlily-iursl" 
ing composure you just now took, Sally came again at dinner- 
notice of, to bear, as 1 ought to] time, (o see hme she fared, as aho 
bear, the evils I suffer. But if you|told her; and that aha did not 
bring a man or men to me , be the starve herself: and, as she vasiiiA. 
pretence irhai it wiU — 'ilo\iBi,\eaom« V!iSL-wvfti.Vw ,'■&.'■" " 
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gave her leave , elie would dine 
with her. 

I cannot eat. 

You must try, MisiHarb 

Aod, dinner being ready just 
then, aha offered her hand, ""^ 
deeired her to walk down. 

No; she wonld not slir out of 

These snllenairB won't do, Miss 
Harlou-e: indeed they won't. 

She was silent. 

You will have harder usage 
than any you have e' 
known, 1 can tell yon, if yi 
not into aome humour to make 
matters np. 

She was still silent. 

Gome, rniss, walk down to dinner. 
Let me entreat you. do. Miss 
Horton is below; She wi 
your favourite. 

She waited for an answ 
received none. 

Wo came to make son 
poaala to you, for your good; 
though you affronted us so lately. 
And we would not let Mrs. Sin- 
clair come in person, because we 
thought to ohliee you. 

This ia indeed ooligiog. 

Come, give me your hand, Mu 
Harlniee: you are obliged to m< 
I can tell you thatr and let us g 
down to MisB Horton, 

Excuse me: I will not stir out of 
this room. 

Would you hai 
Horton dine in t 



i filthy 1: 
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And yet, yow care not, aa 1 Be6,\^vw,a.■(l^V(■\i'Qwili■t(ltt\slla« 



to leave the house. — And so yon 
won't go down, Miss IJrtriairef 

I won't, except lam forced to it 

Weil, well, let it alone. 1 
sha'n't ask Miss Horton to dine in 
this room, 1 assure you. 1 will 
send up a. plate. 
All! atoay Ihe little saucij tmil 

flult&ed domn. 

When they had dined, up Hiej 
came together. 

Well, miss, you would not eat 
any thing, it aeema? — VfliJ 
-pretty sullen airs these I — Ku 
wonder the honest gentleman hat 
s'ich a hand mlhyuu. 

She only held up her hands aoi 
eyes; the tears trickling down 
her cheeks. 

Insolent devils I -r- luno much man 
cruel and insulting are had icutwn, 
eoen than had men! 

Methinka, fiasx, said Sally, you 
are a little Kci'/y, to what ive bftve 
seen you. Pity such a nice Udj 
ahould not have changes of ap- 
parel! Why won't you send to 
your lodginga for linen, at least? 

Mias looks well and clean in 
any thing, said Polly. But, dear 
madam, why won't you send li 
lodgings? Were it but in 
ess to the peoplet They 
have a concern about you. 
And vour Miss Howe will wonder 
whats become of yon; for, no 
doubt, yon correspond. 

She turned from them, and, to 
herself, said, Ton m-udil Too mtick! 
— She tossed her handkerchief, 
wet before with her tears, froffl 
ejei. 



CLARISSA HAUL OWE. 



Don't weep, Mi9u! fiaidtbevile 
Polly. 

Yet ihi, cried the viler Sally, 
it will be a, relief. Nothing, as 
BIr. Lovelace once told wi«, dries 
sooner than tears. For once I too i 
wept miehtily. | 

1 couTd not bear the recital of, 
thia with patience. Yet I curaeii 
them not so much asl should have' 
done, had I not had a mind to get 
from them all the particulars of 
their genile treatment : and thia 
for two reasons; the one, that I 
might stab thee to the heart with 
the repetition; the other that I 
might knoiT upon what terma I 
am likely to see the unhappy lady 



_, child. Mrs, Rowland 

tells me, she has got you a bible- 
book. — there it lies ! — I make 
no doubt, but you have doubled 
down the use ful places , as honest 
Matt. Prior says. 

Then rising, and taking it up — 
ay, BO you have — the Bonk of 
Job! One opens naturally here, 1 
see — mu mamma made me a fine 
bible-Bcholar. — Eccleniaglicus too ! 
— That's Apocrypha, as they call 
it — you see, MissHorton, Iknow 
something of the book.. 

They proposed once more to 
ball her, and to go home with 
theio. A motion which she re- 
ceived with the same indignation 
as before. 

Sally told her, that she had 
written iu a very favourable 
manner, in her behalf, to jou-, 



4os: 

and that she every hour expected 
an answer; and made no doubt, 
that you would come np with the 
messenger , and generonaly pay 
the whole debt, and ask her par- 
don for neglecting it. 

This disturbed her bo mucb, 
that they feared she would have 
fallen into fits. She could not 
bear vour name, she said. She 
hoped she shonld never see yon 
more : and were vou to intrade 
jDurscIf, dreadful consequencoB- 
might follow. 

Surely, thi 
glad to be released from her c( 
finement. 

Indeed shesi"uW,uow they had 
begun to alarm her with his name, 
who was the author of ail iier 
woes: and who, she now saw 
plainly, gave way to this new 
outrage, in order to bring her to 
his own infamous terms. 



I 



pay Mrs. Sinelair's demand? 

Because she hoped she should 
not long trouble any body; and 
becanse she knew, that the pay- 
ment of the money, if she should 
be able to pay it, was not what 
was aimed at. 

Saliy owned , that she told her, 1 
that, truly, she had thought her- ' 
self as well descended , and as ' 
well educated, asherseif, though 
not entitled to such consideramo 
fortunes. And had the impudence 
to iuniat upon it to me to be the 
truth. 

She had the insolence to a 



i 
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reason as »he, to expect Mr. Love- . lace, Miia Harluiae. He ib a man 
lace would marry Eer; he haviag!! greatlj CBteem [cursed toad!] 
contracted to do bo hefoi-e he knew And 'battng that he will take hie 
MisB Clarisaa Harlowe: and that advantage, where he can, of lu 
she bad it ander his band and seal 'silly credulous women, be is a 
too — or else he had not obtainedlman of honour, 
bin end: therefore it was not likely She lifted up her hands and 
she should be so officious as to do, eyes, instead of speaking; and 
bis work against herself, if she|well she might! For any wordt 
thought Mr rLovelace had designs she could have used, could noi 
upon her, like whatehe prewnie(f|have Qipressed the anguiBh sbe 
to hint at: that, forherpurt, her must feel, on beiugcompreheuded 
only-view was, to procure liberty in the US. 

to a young gentlewoman, who She must write for one hundred 
made those things grievous tober and fifl? guineas, at least: twn 
which would not oe made eucb hundred, if she were short of 
a rout about by any body elsemoney, mightaawell be written 
— and to procure the payment for. 

of a just debt to her friend Mrs, Mrs. Sinclair, sheaaid. hadall 
Sinclair. her clothes. Let them be sold, 

Shehesougbt them to leave her. juiibj sold, and the money go sa 
She wanted not these instances, far aa it would go. She baa alea 
she said, to convince her of the a few other valuables; but no 
company she was in : aud told money ^none at all) but the pou 
them, that, to get lid of such half guinea, and the little surcr 
viattors, and of the still worse she they bad seen. She would give 
was apprehensive of, she would bond to pay all that her appai^ 
write to one friend to raise the and the other matters she had, 
money for her, though it would [would fall short of. She had great 
be death for her to do so ; because i effects belonging to her of ng^t 
thatfrieadcoutduot do it without Her bond would, and must, be 
hermother, inwhoseeyeit would paid, were it for a thousand 
give a selfish appearance to ajpounds. But her clothes she 
Iriondship that was above all should never want She believed, 
sordid alloys. |if not too much undervalued, 

They advised ber to write out those, and her few valuables, 
of hand. -- -- 

DuthowmtichmuBt I writefor? 
What is the sum? Should I not 
have had a bill delivered me? 
(Jod knows , I took not your 
' ' ■ But he that could treat 



lid answer every thing, 
wished for no surplus but to dis- 
charge the last expenses: and 
forty shillings would do an ■"•11 
for those as forty pounds. 
™„ „.;„ ,„:j .C„ lifting . 



. Jiut he that could treat mj rum, said she, liftiag u| 
iias done, could dotbiaV \cYea, be I.kRQiil Let it M- 
Don't apeak against Mr. Lo-sc-^ei-BiE, in vWsLi(i'^ — "b™ «- 
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pnnilion, let it be complete." — 
And there she sto}iped*. 

The wretches could not help 
mahing to me for the opportunity 
of mating such n purchaee for 
their own wear. How I cursed 
them! and, in my heart, lliee! — 
But t«o probable, thought I, that 
this vile Sally Martin may hope 
[though thou art incapable of it] 
that/ierLo?eIace, aa she has the 
assurance behind thy back, to 
call thee, may present her with 
some of the poor lady's spoils? 

Will notS&B.Sinclair, proceed ed 
she, think my clothes a security, 
till they can be sold? They are 
very good clothes. A suit or two 
but jnstputon, as it were; never 
worn. They cost mach more than 
is demanded of me. Af-/ fatlter 
iooed to see me fine — all shall go. 
But let me hare the particulars of 
her demand. I suppose t must 

Eay for my deairoifcr [that was 
er well adapted word;] and his 
servants, as well as for myself 
I am content to do so. — ludeedl 
am oontentto do so — I am 
wishing , that any body, 
couldMusact, should be so much 
as eiipostulated with, as to the 
justice and equity of this pay- 
ment. If 1 have but enough to 
pay the demand, 1 shall be satis- 
tied; and will leave the baseness 
of such an actton as this, as an 
aggravation of a guilt which l| 
thought could niJi be aggravated. > 
I own, Lovelace, I have malice 
in this particularity, in order to 
sting thee to the heart. And, let 



...oskthec, what nowcanst thoa^ 
think of thy barbaiity, thy u 
precedented barbarity , in haying 
reduced a person of her rank, 
fortune, talents, and virtue, si 

The wretched women, it must 
be owned, act but in their pro- 
fession; a profession thou Last 
been the principal means of re- 
ducing these two to act in. And 
they know what thy designs have 
been, and how far prosecuted. It 
is, in their opinions, using her 
'If'dlfi, that they have forborne to 
bring to her the woman so justly 
odious to her; and that they have 
not threatened her with uie in- 
troducing to her strange men: nor 
yet brought into her company 
their s/K'r(( breakers, and laimhling 
drones (fellows not allowed to 
carrv stings) to trace and force 
her back to their detested house; 
and, when there, into all their 



Till I came, they thought thou 
woiildst not be displeased at any 
thing she suffered, thatcouldhetp 
tomortify her int.Dastate of shame 
and disgrace; and bring her to 
comply with thy views, when thou 
shouldst come to release her from 



these wretches, 
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evil than cohabiting with thee. 

When thou considereat these 
things, thou wiltmakeno difficulty 
of beheving, that this their own 
: account of their behaviour to tiiis 
admirable woman has been far 
short of their insults; and the less, 
when I tell thee, that, altogether, 
their usage had such effects upon 
her, that they Uftli'ei\-a.-vi'iSs5S&. 
\ hjatetics-, wieTvw^^^ mjbKc^mm 
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to be sent for, if she shouM 
continue tii tbem, aud be worse; 
and particularly (as tbeyhad done 
from the first} that they kept out 
of her way any edged or pointed 
instrument; especially a pen- 
knife; nhich, pretending to mend 
a pen, they said, she might ask for. 

At twelTe Saturday night, 
Rowland sent to tell them, ftat 
she was ao ill, that he knew not 
what might be the issne; and 
wiahed her out of bis house. 

And this made them aa heartily 
wish to hear from you. For their 
mesBenger, to their great surprise, 
was not then returned from M. 
Hall. And they were sure he 
must have reached that place by 
Friday night. 

Eariy on Snnday morning, both ^ 
devils went to see how she did.; 
They had such an account of her 
weaknesB, lowness, and anguish, 
that they forbore, (out of com- 
passion, they said, finding their: 
Tisita so disagreeable to her) to 
see her. But their apprehension 
oFwhatmight be the issue was, ao 
doubt, their principal consi- 
deration: nothing else conld have 
softened such flinty bosoms. 

They sent for the apothecary 
Rowland had had to her, and gave 
him, and Rowlaud, and his wife 
and maid, strict orders many times 
repeated, for the utmost care to 
be taken of her — no doubt, with 
an Old Bailey forecast. And they 
sent up to let herknow what orders 
they had given: bnt that, under- ^ 
standiag she had taken something , 
to compose her, they wouU not 
diatarbber. 



She had Bcrupled, it seems, bi 
admit the apothecary's ^sit Oier 
night, because he was a MAN. 
Nor could she be preruled upon 
to see him , till they pleaded n«ir 
own safely tohet. 

They went again, fromchDrdi, 
[Lord, Bob, these creatai«HC|ot> 
chnrch!] but she sent them atm 
word , that she must have all tho 
remainder of the day to herself.' 

When I first came, and toU 
them of thy execrations for what 
they had done, and joined my own 
to them, they were astoniahed. 
The mother said, she had thought 
she had known Mr. Lovelace bet- 
ter; and expected thanks, and uot 

While I was with them, cama 
back halting and cursing, most 
horribly, their messenger; by 
reason of the ill usage be had 
received from you, instead of 
the reward he had been taught 
to expect for the supposed 
good news that he carried down 
— a pretty fellow, art thou not, to 
abuse people for theconseqaencei 
of thy own faults? 

Dorcas, whose acquaintanee 
this fellow is, and who recom- 
mended him for the journey, had 
conditioned with him, it seems, 
for a share in the expected bounty 
from you. Had she been to have 
had her share made good , I w ' ' 
thou hadst broken every boot 

Under what shocking diM 
vantages, and with this Adi^tf 
to them, that I am thy frienda 
ttrfiTtiaXa , Km \ to make ' 




monungl In thy name, too! —I 
Enoagn to be lefuaed, that I am 
of aJt«i', to which, for % sake, she j 
h&ssojuBtiliable anaTcrsion.'nor.i 
having such ti tyrant of a father 
aud such an implacable brother 
has ahe reaaon to make ao eX' 
ception ill favour of amj of it oi 
llieir accounts. 

It is three o'clock. I vi!l close 
here; and take a little leat: what 
I have written will be a proper 
preparative for what Bhall offer by 
and by. 

Thy servant is not to return 
without aletter, he tells me; aud 
that thou expecteat him back in 
the morning. Thou hast fellows 
enough, where thou art, at thy 
command. If I find any difficulty 
in seeing the lady ^ thy messGncr 
shall post away with thia. — L( 
him look to broken bones, and 
other consequencea , if what he 
carries answer not thy expectation. 
But, if I am admitted, thouataalt 
have this and the result of my 
audience both together. In the 
former case thou mayest aend 
another servant to wait the next 
advices, from 

J. Beifubd. 



About six this mornine 1 weul 
to Rowland's, Mra. Sinclair was 
to follow me, in order to diamis: 
the action^ but not to come in 
sight. 

liowland, upon inquiry, told me 
that the lad/ iras extremely ill 



I aaid, I mitil aee her. I had 
told him my business over night, 
and I niiLii see her. 

His wife went up : but returned, 
presently, aaying, she could not 
get her to speak to her; yet that 
her eyelids moved; though she 
either would not, or could not, 
open them, to look up at her. 

Dona, woman, aaidl, the lady 
may be in a fit: the lady may be 
dying — let me go up. abew me 
the way. 

A horrid hole of a house, in an 
alley they call a court; staira 
wretchedly narrow, even to the 
firat floor rooma: and into a d«l 
they led me, with broken walls, 
which bad been papered, as I saw 
by amultitudeoftacka, andaome 
torn bits held on by the rusty 
heads. 

The floor indeed was clean, but 
the ceiling was smoked with 
variety of ngurca , and initials of 
names , that had been the woeful 
emplovmeot of wretches who had 
no otiier way to amiue them- 

A bed nt one comer, with coarse 
curtains tacked up at the feet to 
the ceiling; because the curtun- 
rings were broken off; but a 
coverlid upon it with a cleanish 
look, though plaguily in tatters, 
and the corners tied up in tassels, 
that the rents in it might go no 
further. 

The windows dark anddonhle- 
barred, the tops boarded uq ta 
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foor-piuied eyelet-hole of a. case- 
ment to let )u the air; more, 
however, coming ia at broken 
panes, than coulU come in at that. 

Four old Turkey-worked chaire, 
burateU'bottomed, the stuiSng 
staring out 

An old, totteriug, 
table, tbathad more naib bestowed 
in lucading it to make it atand, 
than the table cost fifty years ago, 
when new. 

On tbe mantle-piece 
iron sboTfi-up candlestick, with a 
lighted candle in it, twinkle, 
twinkle, twinkle, fourofthem, 1 
sutmose, for a penny. 

r that, on llic aame shelf. 
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the falliD^of one of its won 
tegs, which lay ; 
under the wretched 
furniture it could 
support. 

^nd Ihil, Ihm horiid I 
was the bedchamber iif ll 
Clarisna'lJ 

I had leisure to cast ityA 
these things: for, going upia 
the poor lady turned not afer 
our entrance; nor, till li 
moved her head, * 



the r( 



(r the d 



against the tabic, onanoldbOH 
(aa it seemed to be) of the ci 
couch, half-covered with hn 



oldiookioffglass, cracked i handkerchief; her back t 



through the middle, bi-caking __ 
mto a thousand points; the crack 
given it, perhaps, in amge, bj- 
some poor creature, to whom it 
gave the representation of hia 
heart's woes m his face. 

The chimney bad two half tiles 
in it on one side, and one whole 
one on the other; which shewed it 
had been in better plight; but now 
the veiy mortar had followed the 
rest of the tiles in every other 
place, and left the bricka bare.- 

An old half-barred stove-grate 
was in the chimney ; and in that a 
large stone bottlo without a neck, 
filled with baleful yew, aa an 
evergreen , withered southeni- 
wooa, dead sweet-briar, and sprigs 
of rue in flower. 

To finish the shocking de- 
scription, in a dark nook stood an 
old broken- bottomed caiio couch, 
mtbout a squab, or coverlid, sank 



, «n( 



door; which was only shut to, [do 
need of fastenings!] her anw 
crossed upon the table, the !oit- 
finger of her right hand in li» 
Bible. She had perhaps been 
reading in It, and could read iri 
longer. I'aper, pens, ink, larb} 
her book on the table. Her drca 
was white lustring, ezeeediD| 
neat; but her stays seemed no 
tight laced. I was told afterward; 
that her laces had been cut, whei 
ahe fainted away at her eatranoi 
into this cursed place; and sbi 
had not been solicitous enongl 
about her dress, to send for olben 
Her head-dress was a. little dis 
composed; her charming hair ii 
natural ringleta, as you faa^ 
heretofore described it, but alittl 
tangled, as if not lately oo_mbe<i 
irregularly shading one side a 
the loveliest neck in the world; i 
covenia, BantlliM dieordered rumpled bandkei 
uiiinovtiBe4\i^\c\iviAiii*ii<i'Cnra, "^.w^iiisatj 



how altci'cd from what I had seen 
it ! Yet lovely in spite of ail her 
^iefs and sufferings!] was re- 
clined, when ire entered, upon 
her croaaed arms; hot so, as not 
ore than one side of it to he hid. 
When I Barveyed the room 
around, And the kneeling Indy, 
sunk with inHJesty too in her white 
flowingrobea, (for she bad not on 
a hoop) spreading the dark, 
though not dirty, floor, und illu- 
minating that horrid comer; her 
linen beyond imagination white, 
considering that she had not been 
undressed ever since she had been 
here ; I thought my concern wonld 
have choaked me. Something 
rose in my throat, 1 know no' 
what, which made me, for a mo 
menl, guggle, as it were, fo 
speech! Which, at last, forcing 
its way', Con — Con — confound 
youhothj saidi, tothemanaud 
woman, is this wa apartment for 
Buchalady? Andcomdthe cursed 
devilsof her ownsei, whoTisited 
this snfl'eringangel, see her, and 
leaveher, iusod — n'danookV 

Sir.we would have had the lady 
toacceptof our own bed-chamber: 
but she refused it. We are poor 
people — and we eipeet nobody 
will stay with us longer than they 

You are people choaen pur- 
posely,! donbt not, by the d — n'd 
woman who has employed you: 
and if your usage of this ladybae 
been hut half aa bad as your house, 
you had better never to have seen 
the light. 

Up then raised the charming 
BufforiT her lovely face; butwithi 



She waved her hand two or 
three times towards the door, as if 
commanding me to withdraw; and 
displeased at my intriiaion; but 
dill not speak. 

Permit me , madani ~ I will not 
approach one step further without 
your leave — permit me, for one 
moment, thef'avourof your earl 

No — no — Go, go; MAN. 
with an emphasis — and would 
have said more; but, aa if strug- 
gling in vain for words, she seemed 
to give up speech for lost, and 
dropped uer head down once 
more, with a deep sigh, uponher 
left arm! her right, aa if she had 
nut the uae of it, (numbed I snp- 
poae) self-moved, dropping down 
on her side. 

that thou hadat been there! 
and in my place I — But by what I 
then felt, in myself, I am con< 
vinced, that a cnpacity of being 
moved by the distrusses of our fel- 
low creaturea, is far from being 
disgraceful to a manly heart. 
With what pleasure at that mo- 
ment , could I have given up my 
own life, could I but first have 
avenged this charming creature, 
and cut the throatof her 'ieKlivii/n-, 
as she emphatically calls tfiee, 
though the friend that I best love; 
and yet, at the same time, my 
heart and my eyes gave way to a 
aoflness, of which (though not so 
hardened a wretuh aa thou) they 
were never befoitwiSKK^'^Mve.. 
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cat lady, without your leave; but you have had with me, — I have 
on my knees I beseech you to value enough for that — for, eec, 
■'■■'"" '* ' ' ing; taking it 
and I have 

of the accursed womao, who was Iriends wiU redeam it at a high 
the occasion of your being here I price , when I am gone. 

She lifted up her sweet face Butfor//nu, sir, looking at me, 
oncemore, ana beheldme on my 1 beg yoii to withdraw. If ya» 
knees. Never knew I before what meanmewell, G-od, Ihope, mil 
it was to pray so heartily. reward you for jour good mean- 

Are you not — are you not Mr. ing ; but to the friend of my de- 
Belford, sir? I thiuk your name firoyer will I not owe an oblip- 
iaBelford? tion. 

Itis, madam, andleverwasa Yoa will owe no obh'gationU 
worshipper of your virtues, and me, norto any body. Yon haw 
tin advocate for you; and I come been detained for a debt you is 
to release you from the hands you not owe. The action is diamissedi 
are in. and you will only be so eood as to 

And in whose to place me? — give me your hand into the coacbi 
O leave me, leave me! Let me which stands as near to this hooN 
never rise from this spot! Let me as it could draw np; and I inU 
never more believe in mnu! either leave you at the coack- 

This moment, dearest lady, this door, or attend vou nhitheraoever 
very moment, if you please, you you please, till 1 see yon safe 
may depart whithersoever you whereyou would wish to be. 
thiuk fit. You are absolutely free, Will you then, air, campel ma 
and V our own mistress. tobe beholden to you? 

I liad now as lieve die here in You will inexpressibly oblige 
this place, as any where. 1 will me, madam, to command me.to 
owe no obligation to any frieud of do you either service or pleaBun. 
AiTR in whose company you have Whythen, sir, [iookingatme] 

Been me. So, pray, air, with but why do yon mock me in 

draw. thathumbleposturel Rise, sir, I 

Then turning to the officer , Mr. cannot speak to you else. 
Rowlandlthmk your name is? I I arose. 

am better reconciled toyourhouse Onlysir, take this ring. Ihave 
than I was at first. If you can but a sister, who will be glad to have 
engage that I shall have nobody it at the price it shall be valued at, 
come near me but your wife, (uo for the former owner's sake! — 
man/) and neither of those women Out of the money she gives, let 
wlio liave sported with my cala- this man be paid, haudsoii MJr 

niities; I will die with you, and in paid; and I have a few yahu" 

tim very corner. And yoa b\i8,\\ taotea.tTOy lodging, [DoicM 
be well aatisfied for tlni lrou.\>\e,ftwa^'i■*■^K\ls.■cQ, cAm. VS&-« 
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that ia ;} let them , and 1117 clothes 
St the Tricked woman'B, where 
you have Been me , he sold for the 



b&ve been aireBted for, as far 
they will go; oniy reaervinE' 
euough to put me into the ground, 
anywhere, or any how, no matter 
■ — tell your friend , I wish it may' 
be enough to satisfy the whole I 
demand; hut ifitbenot, hemust 
make it up himself; or,ifhe think! 
fit to draw for it on Mies Howe, i 
■ho will repay it, and xeilh inlerenl, 
Jf he inBiat upon it. — And this, 
" to^ ...,, . 
I offer, both 



rir, if you promise to perform, yoni 
rill do me, as yon offer, bo"-' 
plensnre and service; and say yi 



,.iU and take the ring, and with-^ 
9rAw. If 1 want to say any thing 
aore to you (you seem to he an 
_iamane man) 1 will let you know 
— andso, eir, Godhlessyou. 

1 approached her, and was going! 

to speak ^ j 

Don't Bpeak, sir; here's the) 

ing. 

iBtood off. 

And won't you take it? Won't 

'ou do this last office for me? — I 

_iave no other person to ask it of; 

else, believe me, Iwouid nut re- 

quwt it of gim. But take it , or 

not, laying it hpon the table ^ — - 

J'oumoBt withdraw, sir: lam very 
II, I would fain get a little rest, 
if I could. 1 find latn going to be 
had AEain. 

Ana offering to rise, she sunk 
dowu through excess of weakness 
and grief, lu a fainting fit. 

Why, Lovelace, wast thou not 
present thyeolf ?— VViiy dost thou 



commit such villainies - as even ' 
thou art afraid to appear in; and 
yet puttest a weaker heart and 
head upon encountering with 
them? 

The maid coming in just then, 
thejwoman and she lifted her upon 
the decrepit couch; and I with- 
drew with this Rowland^ who 
wept like a child, and said, he 
never in hia life was so moved. 

¥i!t so Imrdetieda wretch art ih 
that I queslinn whether tlioa wilt si, 
a tear ut my relalionl 

They recovered her by harts- 
horn and water. 1 went down 
meanwhile; for the detestable 
woman had been below soma 
time. how did I curse herl I 
never before was so fluent i 

She tried to wheedle me; buti 
renounced her; and, after st 
dismissed the action, sent ber 
away crying, or pretending to 
cry, because of my behaviour to 
her. 

Yon will observe , that I did not 
mention one word to the lady 
about 'joa. I was afraid to do it. 
For 'twas plain, that she could 
not bear your name: your/HenJ, 
and the cowpani/ you have seen 
me in, were the words nearest to 
naming you, she could speak: 
andyetl wanted to clear your in- 
tention of this brutal, this sordid 
looking villainy. 

Kowland's 

the lady 

recovered , beseeching her to 

qiut that derilish place; and the 

woman assured bat . tW\ ^W^v.'va 



! 

I 
I 



u, byU 
ard that 



w 



bcr: Mad wu n> weak and low.' 
that it wa* almost ss rnncfa oat of. 
her power as iuelinstioD, the wo- , 
nuui lold me , to ep«AL. 

I would bare iift<it«iied awayi 
for my friend Doctor H. but tbe! 
houae iiBDchaden, andtheroom' 
*lie wai in ancb a bote, that 1 waa 
aihamed to be eeco in it by a man 
of bis reputation, eapeciallj with 
a woman of aacb an appe&rance, 
and in inch nncommon distress: 
and I fonnd there was no pre- 
Taiting on ber to quit it for the 
peoples bed-room, which was 
neat and ligbuomc. 

Tha itrong room she was in, 
the wretchcB toldme, shonldhave 
been io better order, but that it 
was but the verf moruing that she 
was brought in , that an unhappy 
inan haa quitted it^ for a more 
eligible prison, no doubt; since 
there could bardi v be a worse. 

llcing told, that she desired 
not to be disturbed, and seemed 
inclined to doze, I took this op- 
portunity to go to her lodgings in 
Uoveii I Garden : to which Doreaa 
(who first discovered her there , aa 
Will was the setter from church) 
bad before given me a direction. 

The man's name ia Smith, a 
dealer in gloves , enulT, and anch 
pettf merchandise; his wife the 
shopkeeper; he a maker of the 
glovea they acll. Honest people, 
It aeems, 

I thought to have got tbe wo- 
mtui with me to the lady ^ but sfet 
WMootKithltt. 



I talked wiib tlie mn, and told 
yen what had befallen tbe Udyi 
owing, aslaaid, to a Buibtke of 
orders : and gave ber tlw du- 
racier she deserr^; and denred 
him to send bis wife the moment 
she came in, to tbe lady; directmg 
him whither; not doiibdng, that 
her attendance would be vei7 
welcome to her; which he pt<h 

He told me, that a letter « 
left for her there on S^ 

and, about half an hour b 

eajne, another, saperacribod i__ _ 

the same hand; the first, l^ Ibt 
post; the other, bja countryman; 
«ho having been informed of het 
abseuce, and of all the ciT' 
camBtanccB they could tell him of 
it, postedaway, full of coucea, 
saying, that thelady he waasent 
&om would be ready to break her 
heart at the tidings. 

1 thought it right to take the 
two letters back with me; and dis- 
missing my coach, took a chair, W 
a more proper vehicle for the 
lady, if I (the friend of her 
destroyer) could prevail upon her 
to leave Kowland^B. 

And here, being obliged to give 
way to an indispensable avoca- 
tion, I will make thee taste a 
little, in thy turn, of theplague of 
suspense; and break off^ withont 
giving thee the least hint of the 
issue of my further proceedings. 
I know, thM those least bear dts- 
appointmeut, who love most to 
give it. In twenty instances, basl 
tholi affordedmeproof of tbetnith 
.of ^t\a observation. And I matter 



Another letter , however , shall 
be leadj; send for it as soon as 
thou wilt. But, were it not, have 
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CUBB_ ...,..._ 

vile caitiff! How hast tbi 
tared me, by tliy designed ab- 
rapliim! "Tis imposBible that Mies 
Harlowe should have ever Buffered 
as thoubastmademe suffer, and 
IsInowBufierl 

That BBS. ia made to bear pain. 
[t is a curse, that the £ret of it en- 
tailed upon aU her daughters, 
rhen she brought the curse upon 
13 all. And they love those best, 
whether man or child, who give 
them most — but to stretch upon 
thy d — 'd tenter-hooks such a 
spirit as mine — no rack, no tor- 
turR, can equal my torture ! 

And must I still wait the return 
of another messenger? Confound 
thee for a malicious devil ! I wish 
thou wert apo»t-lior3e,andlupon' 
the back of thee! Uow would I' 
whip and spur, and harrow up thy 
clumsy aides, till I made thee a' 
ready-roaited, ready -flayed, mess! 
of dog's meat; all the bounds in 
the country bowling after thee, as 
I drove thee, to wait my dis-l 
nuiunting, in order to devour tliee 
■ "'"^eemeal; life still throbbing in| 
■lofaunied monthfhl! 
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Give this fellow the sequel of 
thy tormeutin^ scribble. 

Dispatch bjm awa^ with it. 
Thou hast promised it shall ha 
ready. Every cushion or chair I 
shallsit upon, the bed I shall lie 
down upon (if I go to bed) till be 
return, will be stuffed with bolt- 
upright awls, bodkins, corking- 
pina, and packing-needles: al- 
roadyl can fancy, that to wink my 
body like my miud. I need only to 
be put into a hogshead stuck full 
of steel, poiute^ spikes, and roiled 
down a hill three times as high as 
the Monument 

But I lose time; yet know not 
how to employ it till this fellow 
retnms with the sequel of thy 
soul- harrowing intelligence. 



1 
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Mondajoight, Juljn. 
I On my return to Kowland's, I 
found that the apothecary was 
jnatgonenp. Mrs. Rowland being 
above with himt I made the leas 
scruple to go up too, as it was 
probable, that to ask for leave 
would be to ask to be denied: 
hoping also, that the letters 1 had 
witli me would be a good excuse. 

She was sitting on the side of 
the broken couch, extremely weak 
and low; and, I observed, cared 
not to speak to the roan: and no 
wonder; for I never saw a more 
shocking fellow, of a profession 
tolerably gentetl, nor heard a 
more ilbterate one prate — phy- 
sician in ordioa.!^ ta\h»s.'e.' — 
', and. oftveTa\\Y(i "A , V^'a.-j-iot 



put me in mind of Otway's apo- 
thecary in his CaiuB Matins; a.e 
borrowed from immortal Bhaka- 
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them ; took them , and , pcesiiug 



ABlamiQblack,he tookme, i 
my entrance, 1 believe, to ba 
doctor; and sliinl^beliitid n 



them to her lips — From the only 
friend 1 have in the world I B&ia 
she, kissing them again; and 
lookiog at the seals, as if to see 
whether thej had been opened, I 
can't read them, said she, my eyes 
are too dim ; and put them iato 
her bosom. 

I besought her to think of quit' 
ting that wretched hole. 

Whither could she go, At 
--" *3 be safe and i ' ''- 



hisbat upon Ills two thumbs, and her life: and to avoid being sguo 
looked aa if he expected the oracle visited by the creatures wholiul 
to c^OD, and give him orders. insulted her before? 



i 



The lady looked displeased, aa Igave her the moat solemn SB- 
well at me as at Rowland , who snrauces , that she should not be 
followed me, and at the apo- invaded in her new lodgings by 
thecary. It was not, she said, the any body: and said , that I wouM 
least of ber present misfortunes, particularly engage my faonouT) 
that ahc couid not be left to her that llie jiersim iiiin had mull 
own sex; and to her option to see offended }ier, should not ciimemar 
whom she pleased. her, without her men ongeat. 

I beaought her eicuse: and I'uiir honour, sirl Are yoUBOl 
winking for the apothecary to that man's friend! 
withdraw, [which he did] told ber, Iamnotafriend,mada^,tohii 
that 1 had been at her new vile actions to the ni»sfe2ce//«nfo/ 
lodgings, to order every thing to women. 

be got ready for her reception. Do you flatter me, sir? Then 
presuming she would choose to go are you a mah. — But oh, sir, yoor 
thither: thatlhad a chair at the friend, holding her face forward 
door; that Mr. Smith and his wife with great eagemesB, your liar- 
II named their names, that she barmis friend , what has he not to 
should not have room for the least auswer for I 

fear of Sinclair's] had been full of Thereshestopt: her heart full; 
appreheaaionaforher safety: that and putting her band over hei 
Ihad brought two letters, which. ej^ea and forehead, the tesis 
were left there for her; the one by I trickled through her fingers: re- 
the post, the other that very sentingtby barbarity, it seemed, 
morning. ^a Caasar did the stab from hi> 

This took her atteution, ate \diaUwguJabed Brutus! 
AoM out her charming bani iotv TIVqm^ »Vc-«Ba«,-i«tmn«ci 
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disordered,! thought I would not 
loBB this opportuoit}^ to assert 
your innocenee of this Tillanoua , 
iLirest. 

There is no defending tho un* 
ba))p7 man in aaj of his Tile 
actions by you, miidiLmi but of; 
this lost outrage, by all that'i 
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crerf/^ If, air, you can find 
noath, or avow, or an adjura- 
tion, that my ears have not been 
twenty times a day wounded with,' 
then apeak it, and I may again 
believe a ua«. 

I was exuessively touched at 
these words, knowing thy base-l 
ness, and the reason she 'had for; 

But say you, sir, for I would 
lot, methinks, have the wretch 
capable of this sordid baseness!^ 
Say you, that he is innocent of 
this hist wickedness? Cao you 
li-uli) say tbaXhe'iat 

By the great God of heaven! — 

Nay, sir, if you swear, I mast 
doubt you I — If yon yourself 
think yuur word insufiicient, what 
reliance can I have on your oatb ! 
- O that this my eiperienee had 
not cost me so dear! Butwerelto 
live a Ihmisand years , I would al- 
ways suspect the veracity of a 
swearer. Excuse me, sir; but is it 
likely, that he who makes so free 
with his Gou, will scruple any 
thing that may serve his turn with 
hisplloi>y<reatures? 

This was a most affecting re- 
primand! 

MadBjn, said I, I have a regard, 



a regard a gentleman vuijJil to 
have, tomyword; and whenever 
1 forfeit it to you — 

Nay, sir, don't be angry with 
me. It is grievous to me to qnea- 
tion a gentleman's veracity. But 
;yonr friend calls himeelf a gentlt- 
'raitu — you know not what I have 
Isnffered by a genlieiimii! — And 
I then again she wept. 

Iwould give j"ou, madam, de- 
monstratiou, it your grief and 
your weakness would permit it, 
that he has no hand in this bar- 
barous baseness: and that he re- 
sents it as it ought to be resented. 

Well, well, sir, [with quickness] 
he will have bis account to make 
lip Bomewhei'c else; not to me. I 
should not be sorry to find him 
able to acquit his intention onthis 
occasion. Lethimknow, sir, only 
one thing, that, when you heard 
me in the bitterness of my spirit, 
most vehemently exclaim against 
the undeserved usage I have met 
with from him, that euen then, in 
ihai passionate moment, I was 
able to say [and never did I see 
such an earnest and affectine ex- 
altation of hands and eyes] "Grive 
him, good God! repentance and 
amendment: that 1 may be the 
last poor creature, who shall be 
ruined by him! — and, in thine 
own good time, receive to /Au 
mercy, the poor wretch who had 

By mv soul, I could not speak. 
— She had not her Bible before 
her for nothing, 

I was forced to turn ray bead J 
away, and to take out my V 
kerc\ivet. 
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WbatanRneel » ttiis! — Even Bhemia;Iit, bjTemoTiil, beintbc 
the gaoler, and his wife and maid, | waj o? her dear friend's letters: 
wept, she would hope, that she miglil 

Again, I wish thou hadstbeen depend upon the assurances 1 
there, that thou aightcst have gave her, of being- a,t full lib^ 
Bunkdownat her feet, and began 'to return to her last lodgingi 
that mo meat to reap the effect of (otherwise she would provide her 
her genevoufl wishea forthee; on- self with new ones, out of m] 
deserving, as thou art, of any knowledge aswellasoutof yours;] 
thing but perdition I |and that I was too mucn of i 

I repreiiented to her, that Hhc gentleman, to be concerned ii 
would be less free where she was uiirrying her back to the housi 
from visits she liked not, than at ahe had ao much reaeon to abhar 
t and to which she had been ono 
, 1 before most vilely betrayed to b« 
particular, oneui'silor, who other- ruin. 

wise 1 would engage [bnt I durst I assured her in the atrongea 
not swear again , after the severe \ terma [biii suture n-i/l that you wer 
reprimand she had just given mej resolved not to moleat her^ and 
should not come near her, without ! as a proof of the aincerity of m] 
her consent. And I expressed my professions, besought her to gin 
surprise, that she should be un- me directions (in purauaaca o 
willing to quit suchaplace as this;. my friend'e csprcaa desire) aboo 
when it would be more than pro- , sending all her apparel, and wbal 
bable, that some of her friends, | ever belonged to her, to her nei 
when it was known how bad she I lodgings, 
was, would visit her. She seemed pleased ; and gav 

She said, the place, when she raeinstantlyoutofberpocketht 
was first brought nito it, waa keys; asking me, if Mrs. Smitl 
indeed verv shockin? to her: bnt whom I had named, might nc 
that she had fonnd herself so'attendmerandHfae would giveAi 
weak and ill, and her griefs hadjfurther directions: to which 
BO Blink her, that ahe did not, cheerfully aeaented: and theusl 
eipect to have lived till now: that told me, that she would accej 
therefore all places were alike to the chair I had offered her. 
her: for to die in a prison, wastoi I withdrew; and took the 0] 
die, and equally eligible as to die I portnuity to be civil to Rowlan 
in a pulace [palaces, she said, and his maid; for she foond i 
could have no attractions for a fault with their behaviour, fi 
dying person:] but, that sincesbejwhat they irere; and the fello 
fe&re d she waa not so soon to be seems to be miserably poor. 
' deased as she had hoped; einoelacnt also for the apothecary, wh 
suffered to be ai WttVe \a aa (joor aa the officer (and sli 
of heraelt/ierei aniBiwcB ^oo^M,\4'W!iwK^,^'itotheskt 
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reqnired in his business;) and 
satisfied him beyond his hopes. 

Tlie lady, after I had with- 
drawn, attempted to read the 
letters I had brought her. But 
she could read but a little way in 
one of them, and had great emo- 
tions upon it. 

She told the woman she would 
take a. apeedy opportunity to 
acknowledge hercivilities and her 
husband's, and to satisfy the 
Bpothecary; who might send her 
bis bill to her lodgings. 

She save the maid something 

Erobably the only ha If- guinea soe 
ad: and then with difficulty , her 
limbs tremhlinc under her, and 
supported by Mrs. Rowland, got 
down stairs. 

I offered my arm: she was 
pleased to lean upon it. 1 doubt, 
sir, said she, as she moved, I have 
behaved rudely to yon; bnt, if you 
knew all, you would forgive n 
I know enough, madam , to 
vince me, that there is not such 
purity and honour in ar, 
upon earth; nor any one that has 
been BO barbarously treated. 

Shelooked at me very earnestly. 
What she thought I cannot say; 
but, ia general, I never saw so 
much soul in a woman's eyes as in 

I ordered my servant (whose 
mourning made him lesa obser- 
vable as such, and who had not 
been in the lady's eye) to keep the 
chair in view; and to bring me 
word how she did when set down. 
The fellow had thethought ■ 
into the shop, jnst befoi-e the chair 
entered it, under the pretence of 



buying gnus'; and so enabled him- 

"" ' give me an account, thai 

IB received with great joy 

by the good woman of the house; 

who told her, she was but Jnst 

and was preparing to 

attend her in High Holborn. — O 

. Smith, saicTshe, as soon as 

saw her, did tou not think. I 

run away? — You don't know 

what I have suffered since 1 saw 

I have been in a prison ! — 

Arrested for debts 1 owe not I — 

But, thank God,Iam here)— Witt] 

i^ou permit your maid — I have J 

i'o^ot her name already — 

Catharine, madam — 

Will you let Catharine assist 

ne to bed? — I have not had my 

clothes off since Thursday night. 

What she further said, the fel- 
low heard not, she leaning upon 
the maid, and going up ataira. 
But dost thou not observe, what 
strange, what an uncommon 
openness of heart reigns in this 
lady? She had been m a prison, 
theaaid, before a stranger in the 
ihop, and before the maid-servant: 
tndso, probably, she would have 
said, had there been twenty people 
in the shop. 

The disgrace she cannot hide 
from hersslf, as she says in a letter 
to Lady Betty, she is not solicit- 
ous to conceal from the world'. 

Butthismakesit evident tome, 
that she is resolved to keep no 
terms with thee. And yet to be 
able to put up anoh a prayer for 
thee, as she did in her prison; [I 
will often mention the pn.ion-roflra, 
to tease thee!) does not this shev^ 
that te"7W\5ft \»a "iftr^ "'ve.'Oi'ft ■K^'^i 
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in ber mind ; thoughshe ca,n retain ' 
eo much proper resentmeut '/ I 

And tbia ia tiDother excellence' 
it) this admirable womnu's charac- 
ter: for whom, before her, have 
we met with la the whole aei, or 
inoora either, that knew bow, in 
practice, to distinguiah between 
HBTSsaEaniiHESESTMsNT, for base 
and ungrateful treatment? 

'Tia a cursed thing, after all, 
that Buch a woman as this should 
be treated as she has been treated. 
Eadatthoubeenaking, and done 
as thou haat done bj aucb a meri- 
torious innocent, 1 believe in mj 
heart it would have been adjudged 
tobeanationalaiu.andthesword, 
the peetileuce, or fiunine must 
have atoned for it. — But as thou 
art a private man, thou wilt cer- 
tainly meet with thy punishment 
(besidea what thou may est expect 
from the justice of thy country, 
and the vengeance of her friends) 
aa she will her reward, hereafteb. 

/( iiivil be so , if there be real )y 
such a thing as future ~ 



cured the lady, (to whom I sent 
up my complimeots, and inquiries 
how she bore her removal) ill as 
she sent me doim word she was, 
to give proper directions to Hrt. 
Smith: whom I took with me to 
Sinclair'a; and who saw every 
thing looked out, and put into the 
trunks and boxes they were first 
brought iu-, and carried away in 
two coaches. 

Had 1 not been there, Sally and 
Polly would each of them have 
taken to herself something of the 
poor lady's spoils. This tney de- 
clared; and I had some dilliciiUy 
to get from Sally a fine Brussels- 
lacehead, which ahe had the con- 
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convinced there 
what a, hard fate is hers, whose 
punishment, to all appearance, 
has so much exceeded her faulty 
And as to thine, bow aantemporury 
burnings, wert Ihou by some acci- 
dent to be consumed in thy bed, 
expiate for all tby abominable 
vileneaa to her, in breach of all 
obligations moral and divine? 

I was resolved to lose no time in 
havins every thing which be- 
longed to the lady at tlie cursed 
wotmui's seat her. Accordingly, 
/toofc coach to Smith's, an4pio- 



either I or Mrs. Smith have known 
she had got it, had ahe not been 
in search after the lufilea belong- 

My resentment on this occasion, 
and the conversation which Mrs. 
Smith and 1 had, (in whichlnot 
only expatiated on the merits of 
the lady, but expressed my ooo- 
c em for her Bufferings, though 1 
left her room to suppose her mu- 
ried, yet without averring it) gan 
me high credit wilh the goo4 
woman: so that we are perfectiT 
well acquainted already : by whien 
means I shall be enabled to give 
you accounts from time to time of 
all that paasesj and which I will 
be very industrious to do, providetl 
I may depend upon the aolemi 
pomises I have given the ladj, 
in your name, as well as in mf 
own, that she shall be free fron 
■\«,^^T.!i0^i»i.iii<i\.e'4*.aliou from yoo. 



CLARISSA HABLOWB. 



41flf" 



Aad thna bIibU I hare it in 
power to return in kind your 
writing favourB ; and preserve my 
short-Eand besides; which, tiJl 
this correspondence was opened, 
I had prettv moch neglected. 

I ordered the aban<foned women 
to make out your acoonnt. Tlie^ 
answered, tkal they would do it 
with a veni/eance. Indeed they 
breathe liotbing but revenge. For 
now they say, yon wili assuredly 
marry; and your example will be 
followed by all your friends and 
companions — as the old oi: ~ 
says, to the utter ruin of her po! 



Uavind sat up late to fiuiah 
aad seal in readiness my letter to 
the above period, I am disturbed 
before I wished to have risen , by 
the arrival of thy second fellow, 
man and horse in a foam. 

While he baits, I will write a 
few lines, moat heartily to congra- 
tulate thee on thy expected rage 
and impatience, and on thy re- 
covery of menial feeling. 

How much does the idea thou 
givest me of thy deserved tor- 
ments, by thy upright awla, bod- 
kins, pins, and packing-needles, 
by thy rolling hogshead, with iron 
spikes, and by thy maoeruted 
Bides, delight me I 

I will, upon every occasion that 
(^n« , drive more spikes into thy 
^l^iead, and roll thee down-hill, 
:4i^iy)i^thourecoTcrest to sense, 



or rather retumest back to sense- 
lensness. Thou knowest therefore 
the terms on which thou art tti 
enjoy my correspondence. Am 
not I, who have all along, and 
m fi*"<e, protested against tny bar- 
barous and ungrateful perfidies to 
anoman aonoble,ehtitred t« drive 
remorse, if possible, into thy 
hitherto callous heart? 

Only let me repeat one thing, 
which perhaps I mentioned too 
slightly before. That the lady 
was determined to remove to new 
lodgings, where neither you nor 
I should be able to find her, had I 
not solemnly assured her, that she 
might depend upon being free 
from your visit. 

These assurances I thought I 
might give her, not only .because 
of your promise, but because it ia 
necessary for you to know where 
ihe is, ra order to address your- 
lelf to her by your friends. 

Enable me therefore to make 
good to her this my solemn en- 

iagement; or adieu to all friend- 
lip, at least to all correipon- 
denee, with thee for ever. 

J, fiKCJOim. 

LETTER CSni. 
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, I went myself, 
had but a poor account of it: 
yet sent up my compliments. She 
returned me thanks for all 



She H 

.^1 



they conld not be personal just 
then, being very low and faint: 
imt if I gaTe myself the trouble of 
of coming about six this evening, 
sheshoula be able, shehoped, to 
drink a dish of tea with me, and 
would then tliank me herself. 

1 am very proud of this con- 
desceDBlon; and think it looks 
not amies for you, as I am your 
avowed friend. Methinks 1 want 
folly to remove from her mind all 
doubts of youinthifl laatvillainons 
action: and who knows then what 
yonr noble relations may he able 
to do for you with her, if you hold 
yourmind? Fervour servant ac- 
qnainted me with their having 
actually engaged Miss Howe in 
their andyoiirfavour, before tliis 
cursed alfair happened. And I 
desire the particulars of all from 
yourself, that I may the better 
know how to serve you. 

She has two handsoina apart- 
ments, a bedchamber and dining 
room, with light closets in each. 
She has already a nurse (tht 
people of the honse having but 
one maid); a woman whose care, 
diligence, and honesty, Mrs. Smith 
highly commends. She has like- 
wise the benefit of the voluntary 
attendance, and Zok-f, as it seems, 
of a widow gentlewoman, Mrs. 
Lovick her name, who lodges 
over her apartment, and of whom 
she seems verv fond , having found 
something in her , she thinks, re* 
Bembling the qualities of her 
worthy Mrs. Norton. 

About seven o'clock this 
ing, it seems, the lady was ao\\\, 
that she yielded to taeir deauea 
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to have an apothecary sent for — 
not the fellow , thou mayest be- 
lieve, she had had before at Row- 
lands: but one Mr. Goddard, s 
of skill and eminence ; and of 
conscience too; demonstrated as 
well by general character, as by 
his preacriptiona to this lady; for 
pronouncing her case to be grief, 
heordered, for the present, only 
innocent juleps, by way of cor- 
dial; and, aasoonas heretomadi 
should be ahle to bear it, ligbl 
kitchen-diet; telling Mrs. Loviek 
tbatthat, withair, moderate ei- 
ercise , and cheerful company, 
would do her more good than all 
the medicines in his shop. 

This has given me, as it seema 
it has the lady, (who also praises 
his modest behaviour, patemil 
looks, and genteel address) aven 
good opinion of the man; and! 
design to make myself acqaainted 
withhim, and, if he advises to call 
in a doctor, to wish him, A)rthe I 
fair patient's sake, more than tht 1 
physician's, (who wants not prae- ■ 
tice) my worthy friend Dr. H. ^^^ 
whose character is above all ^ 
ception^ as his humanity, _ _ 
sure, will distinguish him to fl 

Mrs. Lovick gratified n 
an account of a letter she had 
written from the lady's montti U 
Miss Howe, she being unable to 
write herself with steadiness. 

It was to this effectj in answer, 
it seems, to hertwo letters, what- 
ever were the contents of them; 

"That she had been involved iSy 
.% d'[Gn:dful calamity, which ^iffl 
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exempt her from the effects of ber 
Menalf diapteBsnre, for not an- 
swering her first; havinE been put 
mder an arrest — could she have 
believed it? — That she was re- 
leased but tbe day before: and 
was noiv BO weak andao low, that 
she was obliged to get a widow 
gentlewoman in the same house 
to account thus for her silence to 
ber (Misa Howe's] two letters of 
the 13th and Kith: that she would, 
as soon' as able, answer them — 
begged of her, meantime, not to 
be uneasy for her; since (only that 
this was a calamity which came 
upon her when she was far from 
being well; a load laid upon the 
shouTderG of a poor wretch, ready 
before to sink under too heavy a 
burden) it loai nothing to Ihe euil 
she had before suffereil: and one 
felicity seemed likelyto issue irom 
it; wluchwas that she would be at 
rest, in an honest house, with 
considerate and kind-hearted 
people; having aanurance given 
her, that she should not be mo- 
lested by tbe wretch, whom it 
would be death for her to see: so 
that now she [Miss Howe] needed 
not to send to her by private aud 
expensive conTeyanees: nor need 
Collins to take precautious for 
fear of being dogged to her lodg- 
ings; nor need ene write byafic- 
titiona name to her, but Dy her 

You see I am in a way to oblige 
you: you see how much she di 

Sienda upon my engaging for joi 
orbeanng to mtnidc yourself inl 
her company: let not your flaming 
impatience destroyafl; and make 




Tuesday night, July 18. 

I ill just come from the lady. I 
as admitted into tbe dining- 
om, where she was sitting in an 
elbow-chair, in a very weak and 
low way. She made au effort to 
stand up, when I entered; but 
was forced to keepberseat. You'll 
escuseme, Mr. Belford: I ought 
to rise to thauk you for all your 
kindness to me. I was to blame 
to be so loth to leave that sad 
place: for I am in heaven here, to 
whatlwas there; and good people 
about me, too ! — I have not had 
good people about me for a long, 
1 . — before; so that [with a 



whither they were 

Her nurse and Mrs.' 
were present, took i 
retire: and, when we were alone, 
You seem to be a person of hu- 
manity, air, saidshe: you hinted, 
as I was leaving my prison, that 
you were not a stranger to mj sad 
story. If you know tt truly, yon 
must know that I have been most 
barbarously treated: and have not 
deserved it at the man's hands by 
whom I have suffered. 

1 tQ\4. Vet , Waew ca.'sa^'vfi* 
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convinced, that she had tbe merit 
of a saint, and the purit; of an 
Kngel: and was proceediog, when 
she said, NoSightycompltmeatB! 
No uudue attribiitea , sirl 

I offered to plead for my Bin- 
ceritj; and mentioned the word 
pnUlenenn ; and would havedirtin- 
giiiahed between that and flalienj. 
Nothing Dan be polite, said she 
that is not just: whatever I mw/ 
hare had; 1 have nu'ii no vanity to 
grfttify- 

I diBclairaed all intentions of 
compliment.' ail I had said, and 
irhSkt I should aay, was, and should 
be, the effect of sincere venei - 
tion. My unhappy frieod'e i 
count of her had entilled her 
that. 

I then mentioned your grief; 
youi penitence, jour resolufiona 
of making her all the amende that 
were poaaible now to be made her 
and in the moat earnest inannei 
1 asBerted your innocence as t 
the last villainous outrage. 

Her answer was to this effect - 
It is painful to me to think of him. 
The amends yon talk of, 
be made. This last vioh 



for: nor palliated : this Jriay: and 
I shall not be sorry to be con- 
vinced, that he cannot be guilty 
of so very low a wickedness. — 
Yet, after his vile forgeries of 
hands — after his baeeuesa in im~ 
posing upon me themost infamous 
peraons as ladies of honour of his 
own family — what are the iniqui- 
tiea be is not capable of'/ 
I would then have given fcer ai 



account of the trial yon stood 
with your friends : yonr own pre- 
viouB resolutions of marriage, had 
she honoured you with the tb- 
quested fofir words: all your fa- 
mily's earnestness to have the 
honour of her alliance: and Uie 
application of your two consinsto 
Miss Howe, by generul consent, 
for that young lady's interest with 
her: but, having just touched 
upon these topics, she cut nW 
short, saying, that waS ft caon 
before another tribunal : Uia 
Howe's letters to her were upon 
tbatsnbject; and she would write 
her thoughts to lier as soon as Alt 

1 then attempted more parti- 
cularlyto elearyouof hnvinganj 
hand in the vile Sinclair's officiom 
arrest; a point she had the g«- 
oerosity to loicA you cleared of: 
and having mentioned the outra- 
geous letter you had vrritten la 



1 this 



she a 



if 1 had that letter about me? 

I owned I had. 

.She wished to see it 

This puzzled me horribly: for 
you must needs think, that most 
of the free things, which, among 
us rakes, pass for wit and spirit, 
must be shocking stuff to the ears 

eyes of persona of delicacy of 
that sex; and then such an air 
of levity runs through Uiy most 
serious letters; such a false bra- 
very, endeavouring to carry off 
ludicrously the subjects that most 
affect thee ; that those letters are i 
generally the least fit to be <<e<^H 
wiiich ought to be most to l^^| 
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Sometbing like this I observed 
to her; And would lain have ex- 
cused myBelffromahewine it: but 
she was so earnest, that I under- 
took to read some parts of it, 
resolving to omit the most ex- 

Iknowtbou'It curse me for that; 
but I thought it better to oblige 
her , than to be suspected myself i 
and BO not have it ia my power to 
serve thee with her, wben ao good 
a foundation was laid fur it; and 
when she knows as bad of thee as 
I otn tell her. 

Thou rememberest the con- 
tents, I suppose, of thj furious 
letter*. Her remarks upon the 
different parts of it, which I read 
to her, were to the following 

Upon the two firat lines, all un- 
ions! iiniiane, bg Jupiter I so'iniii, 
Jack, what sliali I 'In null- 1 Acurse 
! 
spreued herself: 

"0 how light, how unaffected 
with the sense of its own crimes, 
is the heart that could dictate to 
the pen tliia libertine froth!" 

The paragraph which mentions 
the vile arrest, affected her agood 

In the next I omitted thj curse 
upon thy relations, whom thou 
wert gallanting: and read on the 
seven subsequent paragraphs 
down to thy esecrable wish; 
which was too shocking to read to 
her. What I read produced the 
following refiections fi'om her: 

"The plots and contrivances 
which he curses, and the eiultings 



of the wicked wretches on finding 
me out, shew me, that all his guiit 
was premeditated: nor doubt I, 
that liis dreadful perjuries, and 
inhuman arts, as he went along, 
were to pass for fine stratagems; 
for witty sport; and to demon- 
strate a superiority of inventive 
talents. — my cruel , cruel bro- 
therl had it not been for thee, I 
had not been throim upon so per- 
nicious and so despicable a plot- 
ter!— But proceed, sir; praypro- 

At that part, eanslHou, fatal 
prognoslicalor 1 tell me where my 
punishment mllend! — She aigbed: 
and when I came to that sentence 
prai/inff, for my reformation, per- 
haps — Is that theref said she, 
sighing again. Wretched manl — 
And shed a tear for thee, — By my 
faith, Lovelace, Ibelieve she hates 
theenoti She has at least a con- 
cern, a generous concern for thy 
future happiness 1 — What a nobw 
creature hast thou injured I 

She made a very severe refiec* 
tion upon me, on reading thesB 
words — (in jdiiritnaes, forme, beg 
her pardon — " Tou had all your 
lessons, sir, said she, when you 
came to redeem me — you was so 
condescending as to kneel: I 
thought it was the effect of your 
anity, and good-natured 
earnestness to serve me — excuse 
, Ifcnewnot, thatitwasin 
consequence of a prescribed les- 

This concerned me not a little: 
I could not bear to be thought 
such a wretched puppet, such a 
Joseph Leman., au.dia.T.isB^ii!a»sa. 
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— I endeavoured, therefore, with 
some warmth, to clear myself of 
this reflection; and she again 
asked tny eicuae: "1 was avow- 
edly, she said, the friend of a 
man, wbose friendship, she had 
reason to be GOrry to saj, was no 
credit to any body," — And de- 
sired me to proceed. 

Idid; but fared not muchbettcT 
afterwards: for, on that passage 
where you say, i had aluiaya been 
Aer friend and advocate, this was 
her nnanswerable remark; "1 
find, sir, by thiaespresaion, that 
he bad always designa sgainet 
me; and that you all along Icnem 
that be had; would to Heayen, 
you had bad the goodness to have 
contrived some way, that might 
not have endangered your own 
safety, to ^ive me notice of his 
baseness , since you approved not 
of it! But you gentlemen, I eup- 

Sioae, had rather see au innocent 
ellow- creature ruined, than be 
thought Citpable of an action, 
which, however generous , might 
be likely to loosen the bands of a 
wicked triendabip!" 

After this severe, but just re- 
flection, I would have avoided 
reading the following, although 
I had unaworeB begun the nen- 
tence (but she held me to it) : what 
watUd I now give, had I permitted 
you to have teen a successful ad- 
vocate! And this was her remark 
upon it — "Bo, sir, you see, if you 
had been the happy means of pre- 
venting the evils designed me, 
yon would have had your friend'f 
thanks forit, when he came to bit 
consider&tioa. The satkiactioiv. 



I am persuaded every one, in the 
long run, will enjoy, who has the 
virtue to withstand , or prevent , a 
wicked purt)ose, I vras obliged, 
Isee, to your kind wishes — but it 
was a pointof honour with yOQ Id 
keep his secret; the more iodis- 
peusablewith yon, perhaps, the 
viler the secret. Yet permit me 
to wish, Mr, Belford, that you 
were capable of relishing thepW 
sures that arise to a benevolent 
mind from viBTuods, friendship! — 
None uiher is worthy of the sacred 
name. You seem au bumane mu: 
I hope, for your own sake, JOO 
will one day experience the diflM- ^ 
ence: and when you do, think of 
Mias Howe and ClarisEa Harlowt, 
{I find you know much of my aad 
3tory)who were the happiest cres- 
tures ou earth in each other') 
friendship till this friend of yours" 
— and there she stopt, and turned 

Where thou calleet thyself a 
Billainuus plutier ; "to take ciiine 
to himself, said she, withool 
shame, what a hardened wretch 

On that passage, where thou 
sayest, let me knaw hom she Aua 
been treated; ifroiigUy, woe beta 
the guilty I this was her remark, 
with an air of indication: "What 
a man is your friend, sir! — Is 
such a one as he to set himself up 
to punish the guilty? — All the 
■oayh usage I could receive from 



them, waa infinitely less' 
there she stopt a moment oi 
then proceeding — "And 
shall punish UinJ What asi 



and 
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Mmself ia entitled to injare the | as hers to hear, I eboee ta paaa 

innocent? — He is, iBuppose, on i them over. 

earth, to act the part, which the You have read enough, said 

malignant fiend iasappoaedtn act'she — heiB8nii:ked, wicked) ' 

below — dealing oat puniflhments, ! — I see he intended to have n 
at his pleasure, to every inferiori his power at any rate; andlliave 
inatrumentof mischief!" tio doubt of what his purposes 

i«-i_ 1 iL i_- r L 1 L wete, bv what his actions nave 
What tboMhtl, kp«ll>««nn„„; K„ k„„w M. ,ile Tomlm 
doing 1 sha I have this aavaae' "'='='"■ ■""' "■ " ,"' 

, "r ^^^;. - -° ^ , J , was there such a premeditatedtv J 

»Si?'w±tel;.™i """l' What h«, he not u,- f 

would tniuKlmiehtnot communi-i ,„.. ,_. „ c —l.^q 

oate lo h.t .ome of the lea.t e<-'l™'"'; A?'' "» '" '''"' " 
ceptionabie part, of a letter (a.i" '' f "E ' poor jooog era 
~ ^ e i,i • ^-h.; „ ^1 t"re , whom he our it to have pro- 
.proofofthj,mee„l5.meien|.! .J ^ „,, « ,, 1,^ J^ 

p.t.og %?™ f™ ■ ■""»™' I lieprivid of all other proleotloa? 
charee) wtieh thou wrote.! to thj g^ ^^ J ^ ^ _ 

friend, to convmce funi oftnyin-i, . ■■ ■ ■ p .. -l ' 

' T> . u JL -* 'j her handkerchief at her eyes: 
rS?. I „ «.. f^^^- ;v '"■d, afterapause, came towards 

badcause, are confoundmg Ihrnga r i ' j _ K j ^ ' [^ ^ j 

and so let us put it to its proper,^^,^ B^ ^ ^^^ ^^P J^^^ ^ l,^^^^ 
**''^""'^- I heart: and I thank you, sir, for 

I passed over thy charge to me, | all your kind , though ineli'ectual 
to curse them by the hour; and pleas in my favour formerly, 
thy names of I'ra^iin and set^fnls, I whether the motives for them 
though so applicable; since, hadrwere compassion, or principle, 
I read them, thonmust have been or both. That they iDereineffec- 
Bupposed to know from the flrat,!tual, might very probably he 
what creatures they were; vile' owing to your want of earnest- 
fellow as tliou wert, for bringing-uess; audMar, as ^aumight think, 
so much purity amongtheml And tomy want of merit Imightnot, 
I closed with thy own concluding' in your eye, deseriie to besavedl 
paragraph, A line! A liuet A\ — I might appear to you a giddy 
kintjdomfoT alinel &c. However, jcreature, who had run away from 
tilling her (since she saw that Ilber true and natural friends; and 
omitted 80meBenteuces]thatthere who therefore ought to take the 
were farther vehemences in it;|consequence of the lot she had 
but as they were better fitted to | drawn," 

shew to me the sincerity of thei I was afraid, for thy sake, to 
writer, than for so delicate an ear her kno'R Wh ■ocrij «SiSQ»».X'' 



to let ■ 
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been: but assured her tbat 1 had 
been her xealous friend ; and tbat 
my motives were founded upon a 
merit, that, I believed, was nerer 
equalled: that, however indefeQ-| 
stble Mr. Lovelace was, he had' 
always done justice to her virtue; 
that to a full conviction of her un- 
tainted honour it was owing , that 
be so eameetlj desired to cat) so 
inestimable ajewelhia — and waa' 
proceeding, when she again cut 

Enough, and too much of thia 
subject, sir! — If he will neveri 
more let me behold his face, thati 
is all I have now to aak of him. — | 
Indeed, indeed, clasping hen 
hands, I never will , if lean, hyl 
any means not criminally de- 
sperate, avoid it. I 

What could I say for thee'? — 
There was no room, however, at\ 
that lime, to touch tlita stringj 
again , for fear of bringing apon ! 
myself a prohibition, not only of; 
the subject, but of ever attending' 
her again. I 

I gave some distant intimations 
of money -matters. I should have 
told thee, that when I read to her | 
that passage, where thou biddest; 
me force what Butna upon her ij 
can get her to take — she re- 1 
peated, No, no, no, no! several' 
times with great quickness j and 
I durst no more than junt intimate 
it again "and that so darkly, as 
leftherroom to aeem not to under- 
stand me. 

Indeed I know not the perBon, 
man or woman, I should he so 
much afraid of disobliging, orio- 
curriiig a censure from , as from 
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her. She has so much true di 

in her manner, without prids 9 

arrogance, (which in those who 
have either, one ia tempted b) 
raoTtiiy) soeh a piercing eye, yet 
softened so sweetly with ray» of 
benignity, that she commanasoll 



Methinks I have a kind of holy 
love for this angel of a wooan; 
and it is matter of aatouislunent 
tome, that thou couldat converse 
with her a quarter of an hour to- 
gether, and hold thy devilish pur- 
poses. 

Guarded as she was by piely, 
prudence, virtue, dignitj', famiiy, 
fortune, and a purity of liMrC, 
that never woman before her 
boasted, what a real devil nnut 
he be (yet I doubt I shall make 
thee proud!) who could resolveto 
break through so many fences! 

For my own part, 1 am more 
and more sensible, that I ougbt 
not to have contented myself with 
representing against, and expnutn- 
laling mlk Shee upon, thy baseia- 
tentions; and indeed J had it in 
my head, more than once, to try 
to do something for her. But. 
wretch thatlwasl I was withbda 
by notions of false faonour, iuib« 
justly reproached me, because of 
I thy own viilunlari/ communica- 
tions to me of thy purposes: and 
then, aa she was brought into 
such a cursed house, and was so 
watched by thyself, as well as by 
thy infernal agents, I thought 
(knowing my man!) thatlsbonlil 
only accelerate the intended mi»- 
chiefii. — Moreover, finding thee 
so much overawed by her virtue, 



that thou badat not, at thy fii 
carrying her thither, the courage 
to attempt her; and that she had, 
more than once, without knowing 
thy base views, obliged thee to 
abandon tfaem, and to resolve to 
do her justice, andthyself honour; 
I hardly doubted, that her merit 
would be triumphant at last. 

It is my opiuion (if thnu boldest 
thy purpoBGH to marry) that thou 
canst not do better, than to pro- 
cure thy real aunts , and thy real 

usins, topay heravisit, and to 

I thy advocates; but, if they 
decline personal visits , letters 
from them, and from my Lord M. 
supported byMisaHowe sinterest, 
may, perhaps, effect something in 
thy favour. 

But these are only my hopes, 
founded on what I \iyis% for thy 
sake. The lady, I really think, 
would choose death rather than 
thee : and the two women ai 
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me , approving of my proposal of 
calling in Dr, H. ; I bid the women 
aci^uatut her with the designed 

It seems, she was at first dia- 
pleased; yet withdrew her objec- 
tion; but, after a pause, asked 
them, what she should do? She 
had effects of value, some of 
which she intended, as soon as she 
cimW, to turn into money, hut, till 
then, had not a single guinea to 
give the doctor tor Ins '" " 



her heart is actually broken. 

At taking m^ leave , I tendered 
my best services to her , and 
besoueht her to permit me fre- 
quently to inquire after her 
health. 

She made me no answer, but by 
ho wing her head. 



Wednesday, Jaly 19. 
Tma morning I took chair to 
Smith's; and, being told that the 
lady had a very bad night, but 
was up, I sent for her worthy apo- 
thecary; who, on his coining to 



1 



She would accept of three , she 
said , if she would take ihnX (pull- 
ing a diamond rinij from her 
finger) till she repaid her; but oi 

Having been told I was below 
with Mr. Goddard, she desired tt 
speak one word with me, before , 
she saw the doctor. 

She was sitting in an elbow- ^ 
chair, leaning her head o 
pillow ; Mrs. Smith and the widow \ 
on each side her chair; ber nnrs^ 
withaphial of hartshorn, behind 
her ; in her own hand, ber salts. 

Aaising her bead at my ei 
trance, she inquired, if the doctc 
knew Mr. Lovelace. 

X told her, no; and that I be- 
lieved you never saw him in your '! 
life. 

Was the doctor my friend? 

He was ; and a very worthy and 
skilful man. I named him tor his 
ence in his profession : and 
Kr. Goddard said , he knew not a 
better physician. j 
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may belKOe, sir,! yiiU not iBuSer'frieuds has the ladj? 9)mm 
this yisit, because I would not i to be a person of condition; J 
appear ungrateful to the few 1 ill as she is , a very fine w 
finendfl I have left, nor obstinate A single lady, Ipreanme^ 
to Buch of m7 rclatioiiB , as inay I 1 nhisperingly told tumifel 
Home timehence, for theirprivatelThat there were i ' ' 
satisfftction , inquire after m; circumstances in he. 
behavioar in my sick hoare. So, would have apprised h 



11 know the condition. And 
don t let me be vexed. I am very 
ill! andcannot debate the matter. 

Seeing her Eo determined, Itold 
her, if it must be so, it should. 

Then, sir, the gentleman may 
come. But 1 shall not be able to 
answer many tiueations. Nurse, 
you can tell him, at the window 
there, what a night I have had, 
and how I have been for two days 

Saat. AndMr. Goddard, if hebe 
ere, can let him kuow what I 
have taken. Pray let me be aa 
little questioned, as possible. 

The doctor paid his respects to 
her, with the gentlemanly address 
for which he is noted: and shecast 



forbid it. 

He took her hand, the lily not 
of ao beautiful a white: Indeed, 
madam, you are very low, said he . 



window. And, after a short c( 



with him yesterday: U 
friends were very cruel to bl 
that she could not heu^ 
named without reproadi 
self ; though they ncren 
to blame than she. 

I knew 1 was right, 
doctor. Alove-ease,Mr.G- 
A love-case, Mr. Belfordt 1 
one peraoninthe world,' 
do her more service 1 
faculty. 

Mr. Goddard said , ae 
prehended her disorder w_ . 
mind; and had treated ti 
cordingly: and then tol_ 
doctor what he had done: ti 
he approving of, again taking li^^ 
charming hand, said. My g'^^t 

foung lady, yon will requi ~~ 
ittleof ourassistaaco. Yoi 
in a great measure, be yoar on R 
doctreas. Come , dear madso, ^| 
(forgire me the familiar teu- I 
demess: your aspect cominaodi 
love, as well as reverence; and) 
father of children, some of then 
older than yourself, may be a- 
cused for his familiar oddrenj 
cheer up your spirita. Hesolve lo 
do all m your power to be well; 



/erence with the women, lietvHTie4\as\a.-30B''iwson^t™>wtter, 
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Ton are very kind , air, said she. 
I will take whatever yon direct. 
My spirits have been hurried. I 
shall be better,! believe, beforel 
am worse. The care of my good 
friends here , looking at the 
women, shall not meet with au 
I* angrat«f ul return. 

The doctor wrote. lie would 

J fain have declined his fee. Aa her 

' f.malady^hesaid, was rather to be 

t Mlieved by the sootliings of a 

I ^end, thau by the prescriptions 

1 of a physician, he should think 

himself greatly honoured to be 

lulmitted rather to wlaue her in 

the onecharaeter, than to prescribs 

toherin thetitfier. 

She answered , that she should 
be always glad to see so humane a 
■-^an : that his visits would keep her 
1 cliariiij uiilh his sex; but that, 
rere she to fiirgel that he was hci 
physician, ahe mi^ht be apt to 
abate of the eonlideiice in I' 
skill, which might be necessary 
effect the amendment that wast 
endof his visits. 

And when he urged her sHU 
further, which he did in a very 
polite manner , and as passing by 
the door two or three times a day, 
she said, she should always have 

Cssure inconeideringhimii " 
d light he offered himself In 
that that might be very generous 
'■ person to oSer, which 
would be as ungenerousin another 
o accept: that indeed she was not 
it present high in circumstance', 
and he saw by the tender (which 
; feBtnusf accept of) that she had 
Lgtnrter respect to ]ier omn 



We all withdrew together, and 
the doctor and Mr. Goddard 
having a great curiosity to know 
something more of her story , at 
the motion of the laJter we went 
into a neighbouring coffee-house, 
and 1 gave them, in confidence, a 
brief relation of it; making all as 
light for you as I could ; and yet 
.'11 suppose, that, in order todo 
common justice to the lady'e 
character, heavy must be that 
light 

Thrae u-oloek, sfler 

I JUST now called aga 
Smith's-, and am told she is 
what better; which she .attributed 
to the eoothings of her doctor. 
She eipreaaea herself highly 
pleased with both gentlemen ; and 
said, that their behaviour to her 
was perfectly palemal. - 

Patei'nal, poor lady! — Nevar 
having been , ti!l verj lately, fcoa 
iinderner parents' winas, and now 
abandoned by all her friends, she 
is for finding out something pa- 
ternal and maternal in every one, 
(the latter qualities inMrs. Lovick 
and Mrs. Smith) to supply to 
herself the father and mother her 



we were gone , she gave the keys 
of her trunk and drawers to her 
and tiie widow Lovick, and de- 
sired them to take an inventorr of 
the contents of them ; which tney 
did, in her presence. 

They also informed me, that 
Bhehadre(\o.ta**4fty™i'^o'i«*^^*>»» 



I 
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apurohseec, for two lichdreased she Bhoiild pretend, that, upon 
suits: one never worn, the other iuquirj, she had found a friend 
□ot above once or tnice. irho woald purchase the rieheBtof 

ThisHhocked tiieexceedisglv— jthem; but (iliat ulie might mil mil- 
perhapsitmagthfealillieUI — HeT'^irual) woiUd stand upon a good 
reason for ao doing, she told them, ibargaio. And having tncntr 
was, that elie abould never live to IguiueaBabont me, I left them witb 
wear them: that her slater, and her, in partof pajment; and bid 
other relations, were above wear- her pre^pnrf to get her to pai't wilt 
ing them: that her mother would it for as little more as she could 
not endure in her sight any thing induce her to take, 
that was hers: that she wanted I am setting out for Edgware 
the money: that she would not be with poor Belton — more of whom 
obliged to any body, when she j in my next. I flhall return to-mot- 
had effects by her for which she row; and leave this in readiness 
: and yet, said for your mcaaenger, if he call in 



she, I eipect not that they 
fetch a price answerable to their 
value. 

They were both very much 
cemed, as they owned ; and asked 
my advice upon it ; and the rich- 
ness of her apparel having given 
them a still higher notion of hei- 
rank than they had before, they 
supposed she must be of quality; 
and again wauted to know hei 

Itold them, that she was indeed 
a woman of family and fortune : 
- *- -ippoi 



i 



her married; but left 
tell them all in her own time and 
manner: all I would say, was, that 
she had been very vilely treated ; 
deserved it not; and " ' 

oenoe and purity. 

You may suppose, that they 
both Bjpressed their astonish- 
ment, that there could be a man in 
the world, who could ill treat so 
line a creature. 

As to disposing of tlie two suits i c 
of apparel, I told Mrs. 5mifti,t\wi.n>; 
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elica to John Balfurfl, Btq. J 



M, Hill, Wein, nighl, JbIj U 

Yot; might well apprehend, th«t | 
I should think you were playing 
me booty in comrauuicating iny 
letter to the lady. 

You aek, who would think you 
ight not read to her the least ex- 
ceptionable parts of a letter 
written in my own defence? — 
leii you irlio — the man, wh_ 
the same letter that he asks I 
question, tells the friend whom ^ 
exposes to her resentment , " Tl 
there is such an air of levity n 
through his most serious lettc 
that those of his are least fit h 
hich ought to be vioat lo 
ciedil^" and now what thinkM 
thou of thyself- condemned folln 
" however, I chwge thee, mod 
^' ^\ie future, that sf 



"It is painful to ber to think of 
mel" — "Libertine froth!" — 
"So pernicious and no deiipicabic 
ftjplotterl" — "A man whose 
friendship ia no credit to any 
body!" — ''Hardened wretchl 
— "The devil'H counterpart!" — 
"Awiulted, wicltedinan!" — But 
did she, cimldsiie, dared she, to| 
aay, or I'lnp/^all ihiBV — And say, 
it to a man whom she praiaes for' 
bamsiiit7, and prefera to mjaelt 
for that virtue; when all the hu- 
manity Ae Biiewa , anA she knotet il 
ttiii, is by nil/ direction — eo robs 
me of the credit of ray own worlis; 
admirably entitled, all this shews 
her, to tny refinement upon the 
words resimlmmtt and reveiit/e. But 
thou wert always aiming and 
, blandering at something thou 
' never couldst make out. 

The praise thou giveat to hei 
fcyenuoujfiKus, is another of thy 
peculiars. 1 think not as lliou dost, 
of her tell-tale recapitulations 
and exclamations: — what end 
can they answer? — Only that 
I Uwufaastan/io^i/lovc for her, [the 
devil fetch thee for thy oddity!] 
or it is extremely provoking tu 
I mppoae one sees such a charming 
Creatore stand upright before a 
libertine, and talk of the aiu 
asainst her, that cannot bo for- 

Sven! — 1 wish at my heart, that 
ese chaate ladies would have a 
little modesty in their angerl — 
it would aound very strange if I 
Bobert Lovelace should pretend 
to have more true delicacy, in a 



1 think I will put it ii:__ __ 
head of her nurse Norton , and her 
Mies Howe, by some one of my 
agents, to chide the dear novice 
for her proclamation a. 

But to be serious: lot me tell 
thee, that, severe as she is, and 
saucy, in asking so coutemptu- 
oualy, "what a man is your 
friend, air, to set himself to 
punish guilly peoplel" I wiU 
never forgive the cursed woman, 
who eoula commit this last horrid 
violence on bo excellent a cresr 

The barbarous insults of the 
two nymphs , in their visits to her^ 
the choice of the most execrable 
den that could be found out, in 
order, no doubt, to induce her to 
go back to theirs; and the stilJ 
more execrable attempt to pro- 
pose to her a man who would pay 
the debt; a snare, I make no 
question, laid for her despairing 
and resenting heart by that de- 
vilish Sally, (thinking her, no 
doubt, a lEumati) in o^er to ruin 
her with me, and to provoke me, 
in a fury, to give her up to their 
remorseleaa cruelty; are outrages, 
that, to express myself in Tier 
style, I never can, never will, 
forgive. 

But as to thy opinion, and the 
two women's at Smith's, that her 
heart ia broken; that is the true 
women'a language: I wonder how 
i^i/u earnest mto It: thou who host 
aeen and heard ot to ma,uy female 
dtalhi and reaiiiaU. 



I'll tel! thee what makes against 
this notion of theirs, 

Hertiineof life, ttad charmiDg 
conEtitntion: the good ehe ever 
delighted to do, and fancied ahe 
■waa bom to do; and whitb she 
may atiil continue to do, to as 
high a degree Bsever^ nay, higher, 
since I am no sordid varlet, thou 
knowest; her retigiouE 
torn that will atirays teach her to 
bear inevilahte evils with pa- 
tience: the contemplation npoii 
her last noble triunapb over me. 
and over the whole crew; and 



bitter invectives that tlie Udv I 
made against thj poor friena, 1 
(standing before her, I suppOBS, 
with thy fingers in thy maut1i| { 
whal ciiiildsi thou say fob mc! ' 

Havel not, in my former letUfe, 
suggested an hundred things, 
which a Mend in earnes( tovinoi- 
cateo^eIC^Heaf^iend,migllt«y, 



met with. 

How is it posaible to im: 
that a, woman, who baa all 
cimmilati-iin to reflect upon, will 
die of a broken heart? 

On the contrary, I make 
doubt, but that, as she recoi 
from the dejection into which this 
last scurvy villainy (which 
but wretches of her own sex fnuM 
have been guilty of) has thrown 
her, returning love will re-enter 
her llitie -pacified mind 
thoughts will then turn onei 
on the conjugal jHviit: of 
she will have livelier noti 
herhe&d; and these will make her 
perform all her circumvolutions 
with ease and pleasure; though 






But now to current topics 
the present state of matters nsn. 
— It is true , as my servant Vi\i 
thee, that Miss Howe had engaged, 
before this cursed woman's offi- 
ciouencas, to use her interest wiUi 
her friend in my behalf: and ^ 
she told my cousins , in the vi»t 
they made her, that it wai her 
ion, that she would neveftw- 
give me. I send to thee inclMed 
'copies of all that passed on tbii 



betwi 






Montague, Miss Howe, mys^ 
Lady Betty, Lady Sarah, anil 
Lord M. 

1 long to know what Miss Howe 
wrote to her friend, in order to iu' 
duce her to marry the ilesiitcaUa 
jilutler: tile manwhose friendsh^il 
no credit la ami body I the mckti, 
uncked man. Thou hadstthetn 
letters in thy hand. Had tiOJ 
been in mine , the seal wonld hare 
yielded to the touch of my waim 
finger, [perhaps without the help 
of the post-office bullet] and the 
folds, OS other jilicaliim- ' ■'—■ 



high a degree of j opened of themselves to oblig* 
either, as if the dear proud rogue my curiosity. A wicked omisdoo, 
could have exalted herself above Jack, not contrive to send them 
therestof her sex, aji she turned down to me, by man and bofa«! 
found. _ _ I It might have passed, that Art 

Thou askest , on reciting the |messengerwho brought theseoomi 
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letter, took them both hack, i 
coald have retarned them by ftn- 
other, when copied, ns from Mias 
HowB, and nobody but myself 
and time the wiser. 

Thai's a chaTming- girl! Her 
spirit, her dclightml spirit! 
Not to be married to it — hoi 
wish to get that lively bird into 
my cage! How woiiid I make 
her flutter and fly abouti — Till 
ehe left a feather upon every 

Had! begun there, I am con- 
fident, as I have heretofore said*, 
that I sliould not have had half 
the difficulty with lier, as I have 
had with her charming frieod. 
For these passionate girls have 
high pulses, and a clever fellow 
may make what sport he pleases 
with their unevennesnes — now too 
bigh, now too low, you need only 
to pravolie and appease them by 
turns; to bear with them, and for 
bear; to tease and ask pardon 
and sometimeato give yourself tbi. 
merit of a sufferer from them ; then 
catching them in the moment of 
concession, conscions of their ill 
usage of you, they are all your 

But these sedate contemplative 
girls, never out of temper but with 
reason ; when that reason ia given 
them, hardly ever pardon, or 
afford you another opportunity to 
offend. 

It was in part the sppreheusion 
that this would be so with my dear 
Miss Hai-lowe,that made me carry 
her to a place whorel believed she 
wonid be unable to escape me, 

" 8m p. 107. 
Oaritaa. III. 



although I were nor to succeed in 
my jirat attempts. Else widow 
Sorlings's would have been as well 
forme, aa widow Sinclair's. For 
early I saw, that there was no cre- 
dulity in her to ^aft upon; no 
pretending to whine myself into 
iier confidence. She was proof 
against amorous persuasion. She 
had rensnn in her love. Her pe- 
netration and good sense made 
her hate all compliments that had 
not trnth and nature in them. 
What could I have done with her 
in any other place? And yet how 
long, even (Aer(",waalfcept in awo, 

spite of natural indtement and 

natural instigatinna (as 1 now 
think them) by the mere force of 
that native dignity, and obvious 
purity of mind and manners, 
whiclifiHeveryonewitlirevereuce, 
"f not with hnli/ love, as thou calleat 
t*| the moment he sees her! — 
Else thinkest thou not, it was easy 
" jr me to be a fine gentleman , and 
ileticaleliii'sc, or, atIeaBt,a3/ie- 
'jwa and flattering one ? 

Lady Sarah and Lady Betty, 
Gndtug the treaty upon the success 
of which theyhave set their foolish 
hearts, likely to run into length, 
are about departing to their own 
seats; having taken fi'oai me the 
hestseenritythenatureof thecase 
~ll admit of, that is to say, tni; 

ji/, to marry the lady, '" 

And after all (melhinks thou 
askest) art thou stiil resolved to 
repair, if reparation be put into 
thy^ power? 

hy,Jach, Imnatneeds 
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that my heart has now and then I 
some retrograde motions, upon 
thiaking eerionsl; of the irre- 
vocable ceremony. We do noti 
easily give up the desire of our 
hearts, and what we imagine es- 
sential to our happinesB, let tlie 
expectation or hope of compassing 
it be ever bo unreasonable or ab- 
surd in the opinion of others. Re- 
tiurn'ni/K there will be; hankerings, 
that will, on every but remotely 
favourable incident (however be- 
fore discouraged and beaten back 
by ill success^ pop up, and abate 
the satiafactiou we should other- 
wise take in cimlrariaul overtures. 

"i'lB ungcntlemanly, Jack, mau 
to man , to lie. — But matrimony I 
do not heartUij love — although 
with a CLAs:iid*; yet I — — 
earnest to marry her. 

But I am often thinking, that if 
now this dear ci-eature, suffering 
time and my penitence, my re- 
lation's prayers , and Miss Howe's 
mediation, to soften her reinnt- 
iitenin [her reoenqe thou hast pret- 
tily* dietiaguisned away) and to 
recal repulsed iucliuatioii, should 
consent to meet me at the altar — 
bow vain will she then make all 
thy eloquent periods of execration! 
— How many charming intor- 
jections of her own will she spoil! 
And what a couple of old pa- 
triarchs shall we become, going 
on in the mill-horse round; getting 
sons and daughters; providing 
nurses for them first, govemore 
and governesses next; teacbii 
them lessons their father nev 
practised, norwhich their mothi 



as her parents will aay , was much 
the belter fori And at last per- 
haps, when life shall be turned 
into the dull^ sober stillnees, aed 
I become desirous to forget all my 
past rogueries, what comfortable 
reflections will it afibrd, to find 
them all revived, with eqvai, or 
probably greater trouble and M- 
pense, in the persons and maiuen 
of somanyyouugljOvelaceEofthe 
boys : and to have the girls ran 
away with varlets perhaps not half 
so ingenious as myself: clumsy 
fellows, asitmight happen, who 
could no t afford the baggages oue 
excuse for their weakness^ besidet 
those disgraceful ones of lerand 
nolurel — ISelford! who aa 

bear to think of these things! 

Who, at my time of life espccUII?i 
and with such a bias for miscbieil 

Of this I am abaolutelj' oOD- 
vinced, that if a man evermtendi 
to marry, and to enjoy inpeuce 
his own reflections; and not be 
afraid of retribution , or of the 
consequences of his own example; 
he should never be a r&ke. 

This looks like conscience i 
don't it, Belford? 

But, bemg in earnest still, ul 
have said, all I have to domuf 
pres ent uncertainty, is , to brigbWi 
up my faculties , By filing off the 
rust they have contracted by tia 
town smoke, a long imprisonment 
in my close attendance to so little 
purpose on m^ fair perverse; tai 
to brace up, if lean, the relaxed 
fibres of my mind, which hsve 
been twitched and convulsed lilte 
the nerves of some totlcriug 
paralytic, by means of the tumulU 



she has excited in it; that Bolmaj- 
be &ble to presentto her a husband 
as worthy as I can be of her ac- 
oeptance; or, if shereject mo, be 
in a capacity to resuins my usual 
gaiety of heart, and shew others 
of the misleading sex, that I am 
not discouraged by the djtiicalties 
I have met with from this sweet 
individnal of it, irom endeavouring 
to make myself as acceptable to 
them as before. 

In this latter case , one tour to 
France and Italy, I dare say, will 
do the businesB. Miss Hotlowe 
will by that time have forgotten 
all she has suffered from her ua- 
eratefulLoTelace: thouehitwil! 
be impossible that her Lovelace 
should everforget a woman, whose 
eq^ual he despairs to meet with, 
were he to trayel from one end of 
the world to the other. 

If thou continuest paying off 
the heavy debts my long letters, 
for so many weeks together, have 
made thee groan under, I will 
endeavour to restrain myself in 
the desires I have (importunate as 
they are) of goine to town, to 
throw myself at the feet of my 
soul's beloved. Polici/ and hojtetUj 
both join to strengthen the re- 
straint my omn vrowise, and thj 
enjojeinen/.have laid me under on 
this head. I wonld not afresli 
provoke; on the contrary , would 
give time for her resentments to 
subside, so all that follows may be 
her own act and deed. 

HioKMAV [I have a mortal aver- 
sion to that Vellowlj has, hyaline 
which 1 have just now received 



iijueated an interviewwith me on 
Friday at Mr. Dormer's , as at a 
mm fnfwTs. Does the busi- 
he wants to meet me upon, 
require that it should be at a ciim- 
mim fnend's'! — A challenge im- 
plied r is it not, Beiford? —1 shaU 
not be civil to him, I doubt. He 
has been an intcrmeddler ! — Then 
I envy hini on Miss Howe's ac- 
count: for if I have a right notion 
of thia Hickman, it is impossible 
that that virago can ever love 

Ev ery one knowsthatthemotber 
(saucy as the daughter sometimes 

) crams him down her throaL 

er mother is one of the most 
violent- spirited women in Eng- 
land. Her late husband could not 
stand in the matrimonial con- 
tention of Who sh'iuld f but tipt off 
the perch in it, neither knowing 
how to yield, nor how to conquer. 

A charming encouragement for 
a man of iutrigue, when he has 
reason to believe, that the woman 
he has a view upon has no love for 
her husbaud! What good prin- 
ciples must that wife have, who is 
kept in against temptation by a 
sense of her duty^ and plighted 
faith, where affection has no hold 

Prj'thee let's know, very par- 
ticularly, how it farea with poor 
Belton.— 'Tis an honest fellow. 
— Something more than his 
Thomasine seems to stick with 
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tinlees thou thooghtert him ab- 
Bolutely irrecoverable. A man in 
illhealtti, and crop-aick, cannot 
pi a J with these solemn thincB, as 
thou canst, and be neither better 
norworse for them.— Repentance, 
Jack, I have a notion, should be 
net about while a man is in health 
and apiritB. What's a man fit for 
[not to bepn a new work surely !] 
when he is not himself, nor master 
of bis facultieB? — Hence, aslap- 
prcliead, it ie, that a death-bed 
rcpenta:ice is Bupposed to be such 
a precarious and inelFectaal thing, 
Ae to myself, I hope I have a 

freatdealof timebeforeme; since 
intend one day to be a reformed 
man. 1 have very serious re- 
flections now and then. Yet am I 
half afraid of the truth of what 
my channer once told me , that □ 
man cannot repejil when lievill. — 
Not to hold it, I suppose she 
meant! By fits and starts I have 
repented a thousand times. 

Casting my eye over the two 
precedmg paragraphs, I fancy 
there is something like contradic- 
tion in them. But I will not re- 
consider them. The subject is a 
very serious one. I don't at pre- 
sent quite nnderatand it. But now 
for one more airy. 

Tonrviilo, Mowbray, and my- 
self, pass away our time as 
pleasantly as we posaibly can 
without thee. 1 wish we don't add 
to Lord M.'s gouty days by the 
joy we^ivehim. 

Thisisoneadvantage, a«Ibe- 
lieve I have elsewhere observed, 
that we jnsle- delinquents in\o\c- 
matters have of the other aw. — 



for while they, poor things! at 
sighing in holes and comers, or 
run to woods and groves to be- 
moan themselves on their baffled 
bopes, we can rant and roar, hunt 
and hawk; and, by new lovec, 
banish fi'om our hearts all re- 
membrance of the old ones, 

Merrily, however, as we pasi 
ourtime, my reflections upon ths 
injuries done to this noble crea- 
ture bring a qualm upon my bent 
very often. But I know ane will 
permit me to make her amendf, 

after she has plagued m"' "'"■ 

and that's my consolatii 

An honest fellow still 
thy wings, and crow, Jack! 
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ehearti^^ri 

ill — dj^l 
>ck:-'-^H 



What, my dearest creataw, 
have been your sufferings! -^ 
What must have been yonr m- 
guish on so disgraceful an insnlt, 
committed in the open streets, 
andiuthe broad day! 

No end, I think, of the un- 
deserved calamities of a dearsonli 
who has been so unhappily driven 
and betrayed into the hands of > 
vile libertine I — How was I 
shocked at the receiving of yonr 
letter written by another hand, 
and only dictated by you! — You 
must be very ill. Nor is it to b* 
wondered at. liut I hope it is 
rather from hurr^. and surprise, 
audlowness, which r»a>/be over- 



But whatever you do , my dear, 
you must not despoad! iDdccd 
you mnst not despond! Hitherto 
you have been in no fault: but 
despair would be ail your own; 
and the worst fault yon can bo 
guilty of. 

I cannot bear to look upon an- 
other band instead ofyouTB. My 
dear creature, send me a fewlinea, 
though ever So few, in your own 
hand, if possible. — For they will 
revive my heart; eflpecially if they 
can acquaint me of your amended 
health. 

1 eipect your answer to my 
letter of the 13th. We all enpect 
it with impatience. 

His relatiouB are persons of so 
ntacli honour — they are ao very 
earnest to rank you among them 
— the wretch is so very penitent : 
eeery inis of his family says he is — 
your own are so implacable — your 
last distress, though the a 
sequence of his former villai 
yet neither brought on by his — 
rection, nor with his knowledge; 
and BO much resented by him — 
tiiat my mother is absolutely of 
opinion, that you ahxild be his — 
especially, if yielding to my 
wishes as expressed in my letter, 
and those of all his friends, you 
luould have complied had it not 
been for this horrid arrest. 

I will enclose the cony of the 
letter 1 wrote to Miss Montague 
last Tuesday on hearing that no- 
body knew what was bei'Ome of 
you ; and the answer to it, under- 
written and signed by Lord M, 
Lady Sarah Sadleir, and' Lady 
Betty Lawrence, as well as by the 
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young ladies; and also by the 
wretch himself. 

. that I like not the turn 
of what he has written to me; and 
before I will further interest my- 
self in his favour, I have de- 
t«rmined t« inform myself b'/ <t 
friend, iiaia his own mouth, of hw. | 
sincerity, and whether bis rrholi'\ 
inclinalvin be in his request to me, ' 
exclusive of the v.'islies of his re- 
lations. Yetmyhearttisesagainst 
' im, on the .supposition that there 
. the shadow of a reason for such 

question, the woman MissCla- 

ssB Harlowe. Uut 1 think with 
my mother that marriage is now 
the only means left to make your 
future life tolerably easy — happy 
there is no snyiug. — His dis- 
graces, iuf^afcase, in the eye of 
the world ilaelf , will be more than 
yours: and to those who know 
you, glorious will beyour triumph. 

lam obliged to accompruiy my 
mother soon to the Isle of Wi^bt. 
My aunt Harman is in a declining 
way, and insists upon seeing as 
both — and Mr. Hickman ttio I 
think. 

His sister, of whom we have 
beard so much, with her lord, were 
brought t'other day to visit us. 
She strangely likes me, or says 
she does. 

I't say , but that I think she 
answers the excellent character 

jhave heard of her. 

It would be death to 

out for tile little island, and not 

you first: and yet my mother 

(fond of exerting an authority that 

she herself, by that eKertiaa,, 
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StoBakeBD 
o attend ymi 



honour. 

Indeed I a_ 
lut I bai« aa e 
[>r. H. tuid ) 
ibeearj , Mr. 
treitaientof n: 
ftetly palemal! 
I can fiod beg ' 
;uid methiiiks, _ 
' myaelf anperior U 
I shall h»ve still 
I [ 



Thondit; ttlemeoa. I 
Yoc pain me , my dearest Miss 
Howe, by the ardour of yonr noble 
MeDdsbip. I wiU be very brief, 
becaaee 1 am not irell-, yet a good 
deal better liian I icaa; aaa be- 
GBQBe I 3.at preparing an answerta 
yoora of the 13th. Bat, before-' 
haod, IniUBt tellyon, my dear, 1 
will n'll bave that man — don't he , 
angry with me. — But indeed 1 , 
wou't. So let him be asked no I 
questions about me, 1 beseech | 
yoQ. 

I do nnl despond, my dear. 1| 
hope I may say, laUlmit despond. ■ 
la not my condition greatly \ 
mended? 1 thank Heaven it is 1 , 
I am no prisoner now in a rile 
house. I «m not now in the power' 
of that man's devices. I am not 
now obliged to hide myself in 
corners for fear of him. One of 
his iutimate companions is become 
my warm friend, and eugagflB to' 



r I a 

But I charge yon, mydi 
you do not suffer my cala 
sit too heavy upon your ir 
If you do, that will be ti 
point some of those arro 
have been blunted, and k 
-rharpnesB. 

If you would coDtribata 
happiness, give vray, my d 
ijfUT aten: and to the < 
prospects before you. 

You will think yery n 
your Clarissa, if you di. 
lieve, that the ^eatest p 
she can receive m this U 
your ptoeperity and 
Thinknot of me, my on). 
hut as we were in times pas 
snppose me gone a great,^ 

way off; — a long j •* 

How often are the 
friends, at theii country's 
thus parted — with a cmlmnly to 



years — with a prubabilily for 

Love me still, however. But let 
it be with a weaning love. I am 
not what I was , when we were m- 
leparabls lovers, as I may say — 
our nietns muat now be difFereut. 
Eesolye, my dear, to make a 
worthy man happy, because a 
worthy man muBt make yiij ho. — 
Andao, my dearest love, for the 
present adieul — Adien, my 
dearest love; — but 1 shall soon 
write again, I hope I 

LETTEK cxis. 



[(»« 



y, July 20 



439 

to inn: entering each for a bait 
only; and staying two or three 
days without power to remove; 
and hardly knowing which to go 
to neif. His malady is vitlMn 
him; and be cannot mn away 
from it. 



bim in his own house aa they past 
by him. Siding with the mother, 



tiiey 



I READ that part of your 
elusion, to poor Bel ton, where you 
inquire after him, and mention 
how merrily you, and the rest, 
pass your time at M. Hall. He 
fetched a deep sigh: You are all 
very liappi/! were his words. — I 
am sorry they were his words! for, 

8 30r fellow, he is going very fast, 
hange of air, he hopes, will mend 
bim, joined to the eheerfnl com- 
pany 1 have left him in. But 
nothing, I dare say, will. j 

A consuming malady, and a 
consuming mistress, to an in- 1 
dulgent keeper , are dreadful 
things to struggle with both ■ 
together: violence must be used 
to get rid of the latter ; and yet he ' 
has not spirit left him to esert 
himself. HishouseisThomasine'sl 
house; not his. He has not been; 
within his doors for a fortnight' 
past. Vagabimtling abnul from mn 



expel him; and 
absence riot away on the 
3t of his broken fortunes. 
Aa to theirmotber (who was once 
so tender, so submissive , so 
etudiouB to oblige, that we all 
pronounced him happy , and his 
course of life the eligible) she is 
now so termagant, so insolent, 
that he cannot contend with her, 
without doiug infinite prejudice 
to bis health. A broken spirited 
defensive , Mrillij a defenxii: 
therefore reduced to : and this ' 
a heart, for so many years wagit 
ti^ensiee war (not valuing who... 
the opponent) what a reduction! 
Now comparina himself to the 
superannuated lion in the fable, 
kicked in the jaws, and laid 
sprawling, by the spuming heel of 
an ignoble ass. 

I have undertaken his cause. 
He has given me leave, yet not 
without reluctance, to put him 
into possession of his own house; 
and to place in it for him bis uq- 
happysister, wiiomhebaa hitherto 
slighted because unhappy. It is 
hard, he told me, (and wept, poor 
fellow, when he said it) that he 
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in his own house ! — The frnita of 
blesBed keeping these! ^~ 

Though but lately apprized of 
her infidelity , it iiow comea out to 
have been of so long continuance, 
that he has no room to believe thi^ 
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To what, LoTelaoe, shall v 
attribute the tendernesa which 
replied father frequently ahcwB to 
the children of another man? — 
What is that, I pray thee, which 
we call nature, and natural af- 
fectinnf And what haa man to 
boaat of as to aagacity and pene- 
tration, when \a ia as easily 
brought to cover and rear, aud 
even lo love, and often to prefer, 
the product of another's guilt with 
hia wifeoriniatresB, aa a hen or a 
gooae, the eggs, aud even (/ira/iir, 
of others of their kuid ¥ 

Nay, let me ask, Hinslmcl, as 
it ia called, in the animal creation, 
do es n ot enable tbemtodistinguisli 
their own , much more easily than 
we, with our boasted reasun and 
aagacity , in this nice particular, 
can do? 

If some men who havewivea but 
of doubtiul virtue, considered this 
matter duly, I believe their in- 
ordinate ardour after gain would 
be a good deal cooled, when they 
could not be certain (though their 
■mules could) for whose children 
they were elbowing, bustling, 
griping, and perhaps cheating, 
those with whom they have 
concerns, whether irieuds, neigh- 
bours, or more ceitain nest-of- 
■ the mother's side howevM . 
I will not push th\aiiotv(«i\Tfto(hei 



BO far as it might be carried ; '^^| 
cause if propagated, it mightl^l 
of unsncial or uiaiaturtU coa- 
sequence: Hincfl women of virtue 
would perhaps bo more liable to 
auRer by the mistrusts and caprices 
of had-hearieil and fouUsh-beadtd 
husbands, than thoae who csu 
screen themselves from detectioD 
by arts and hypocrisy, to whicha 
woman of virtue cannot have re- 
course. And yet, were this iiotioD 
duly and generally considered, il 
might be attended with no bad 
effects; as good education, good 
inclinattona , and established 
virtuei, would be the prtncipally 
sought-after qualities; aud not 

?, when a man (not biai- 
y mere personal attrac- 
i) was looking round him for 
3 partner in his fortunes , and for 
a mother of his future children, 
which are to be the heirs of his 
posaeaaiona, and to enjoy tbelruits 
of his industry. 
Hut to return to poorijelton. 
If I have occasion for your as- 
<tauce, and thatof our compeers, 
re-instating the poor fellow, 1 
will give you notice. Meantime, 
I have just now been told, tlial 
Thomaaine delarta e' 



, for, it seems, she suspects 

that measures will be fallen upon 

to make her quit. Khe is Ura. 

Belton, she says, and will p 

IT miuriage. 

If she give herself these a 

his lifetime, what would sb_ 

mpt to do after hia death? 

boys threaten a 



BhftU u 
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poor Belton) they apeak of as an 
unnatural oue. And tbeir probably 
Ime father, IB for ever there, 
hosliiely there, passing for her 
cousin, as nsiial; now her pru- 
tecting coutin. 

Hardly ever, I dare say, was 
there a keeper, that did not make 
akeeperess; who lavished away 
on her kept-fellow, what she ob- 
tained icaia the extravagant folly 
of him who keptber. 

I will do without you if I can. 
The case will be only, aslconceive, 
li ke that of th e ancient S armatian b, 
returning, after many years ab~ 
senee, to their homea, their wives 
then in pOBsesaion of their slaves. 
So that they had to contend not 
only with those 'cioes, conscious 
of their infidelity, and with theiv 
slavei, but with the children of 
those slaves, grown up to man- 
hood, resolute to defend then' 
mothers and their long- manumit- 
ted fathers. But the noble Sar- 
ttiatians, scorning to attack their 
slaves with equal weapons, only 
provided themselves withthesame 
sort of whips with which they used 
formerly to chastise them. And 
attacking them with them, the 
miscreants fled before them- — 
Inmemory of which, to this day, 
the device on the coin in Novo- 
grod, in Buiisia, a city of the 
ancient Sarmatia, is a man on 
horseback with a whip in his 

Thepoorfellowtakesit ill, that 
you did not press him more than 

Smdid, tobeofyourparty at M. 
all. It ia owing to Mowbray, 
he is sure, that he had so very 



. invitation, Irom one 



whose 

Mowbray's speech to him, he 
says, he never will forgive; "Why, 
"" ," said the hrutalfellow, with 
se, " thou droopest like a pip 
uu-cloakiug chicken. Thou 
shoulust grow porter, or submit to 
A solitary quarantine, if thou 
wDuldst not infect the whole 

For my own part, only that this 
poor fellowisiu distress, as well in 
his affairs, as in his mind, or I 
should be sick of you all. Such 
is the relish I have of the conver- 
sation, and such my admiration of 
the deportment and seutiments of 
this drvine lady, that I would 
forego a month even of thy com- 
pany, to be admitted into hers but 
for one hour : and I am highly in 
conceit .with myself, greaUy as I 
used to value thine, for being abU, 
spontaneously , as I may say , to 
moke this preference. 

It is, atier all, a devilbh life we 
have lived. And to consider boiv 
it all ends in a very few years — 
tosee to what a state of ill health 
this poor fellow is so soou reduced 
— and then to observe how every 
one of ye run away from the un- 
happy beine, as rata from afalliag 
house , is hne comfort to help a 
man to look back upon com- 
paniona ili-choseu, and a life mis- 
It will be your turns by and by, 
every man of ye, if the juatice of 
your country luterpoae not. 

Thou art the only rake we hB.ve 
hev 4ft4 TnSB. , >&. 'CadM. "w^ "bbR. *ei« 
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cept niTaelf who hast preserved auppoGiiigthyearlyexithaBi 
entire toy health and thyfortnneB.ltheiii from gallows interrentjt 

Movrbriiy indeed U indebted to Reduced, probably, byriotona 
aroboetcoiiBtitation, that he hae naste to consequential wa ' 
not yet BuiFered in bis health; but 'behold them refnged in some ( 
his estate is dwindling away year scene hole or garret : obliged . 
by year. • the careleas care of some dirty old 

Three -fourths of Tourville's ivoraaii , whom nothing but her 



i 



very considerable fortunes 
ready dissipated; and toe re- 
maining fourth will probably soon 
go after the other three. 

PoorBelton! we see how it is 
with him! — His only feUcity is, 
that be will hardly lice to want. 

Thou art too proudj and too 
prudent, ever tel>edeBtitute;and, 
to do thee justice, hast a spirit to 
assist such of thy friends as may 
be rednced; and icill, if thou 
ahouldst then be living. But 1 
think thou must, much sooner than 
thou imaginest, be called lo thy 
account — knocked on the head 
perhaps by the friends of those 
whom thou haat injured; for if 
thou eacapest this fate from the 
Harlowe family, thou wilt go on 
tempting danger and vengeance, 
till thon meetest with vengeance ; 
and this, whether thon marriest 
or not: for the nuptial life will not, 
Idoubt, tillagejoinwithit, cure 
thee of that spirit for intrigue, 
which is continually running away 
with thee, in apite of thy oetter 
sense, and transitory resoluliouB. 

Well, then, I will suppose /fee 
laid down quietly among thy 

And now let me look forward to 
the ends of Tonrville and Mow- 
braj, [Bellon will be erutoWftd 



poverhr prevails upon '^to attend 
to perform the last offices for men 
who have made such ahockiug' 
ravage among the young ones- 
Then how miserably will they 
whine through squeaking organs; 
their big voices turned into puling 
pity- begging la mentations! Then 
now offeusive paws, how belplew 
then! — Their now erect necks 
then denying support to thffll 
aching heads; those globes of 
mischief dropping upon their 
quaking- Hhoutaera. Then what 
wry faces will they make! theit 
hearts and their heads reproach- 
ing each other ! — Distended 
their parched mouths! — Sunk 
their unmuacled cheeks ! — Drop! 
their undenaws! — Each grant- 
ing like the swine be bad re- 
sembled in his life I Oh! what 
a vile wretch have I been! Oh! 
that I had my life to come over 
again! — CoufcBsing to the poor 
old woman, who cannot shrive 
them! Imaginary ghoats of de- 
flowered virgins, and pollnted 
matrons , flitting before their 
glassy eyes! And old Satan, to 
ftieir apprehensions, grinning be- 
hind a looking-glass held op be- 
fore them , to frighten them wifli 
the horror visible in their 
, coaiAenMwes ! 



into dust before thee perh8.pB)\ "Pot iwj is'R'o.-t«A,\t\t«aJ 
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aome good familjr to cr3dit me 
-with a sister or a daaghter, as 1 
hare now an increased fortune, 
which will enable me to propose 
handsome settlements, 1 will de- 
sert ye all; marry, and liveaiife 
of reason, rather than a life of 
brute, for the time to come. 
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Thursa*? nlghl. 
I WAS forced to take back my 
twenty guineas, Ilovr the women 
managed it, I can't tell (I suppose 
they too readily found apurchaacr 
for the rich suit); but she mis- 
trnated, that I was the advancer of 
the money ; and would not let the 
clothes go. But Mrs. Lovick has 
actually sold for fifteen guineas, 
aome rich lace worth three times 
the sum ; out of which she repaid 
her the money she borrowed for 
fees to the doctor, in an illness oc- 
casioned by the barbarity of the 
moatsavageaf men, niouhuiicest 

The doctor called on her in the 
morning, itaeema, and had a short 
debate with her about fees. She 
insisted, that he should take one 
every time he came, write or not 
write; mistrusting, that he only 

Kis verbal directions to Mrs. 
vick, or the nurse, to avoid ta- 
kine any. 

He said, that it would havebeen 
impossible for him, bad he 'lulbeen 



Eliment in declining the offered 
le: but he knew her case could 
not Bosuddenljvary, as to demand 
his daily visitB. She must permit 
him, therefore, to inquire of the 
women below after hei; health; 
and he must not think of coming 
up, ifbewere to be peeunianVj re- 
warded for the satisfaction he wns 
ao desirous to give himaelf. 

It ended iu a compromise for a 
fee each other time; which she 
uuwillingly submitted to; telling 
him, that though she was at pre- 
sent desolate and in disgrace, yet 
hercircumstances were, of right, 
high ; and no expenses could rise 
ao, as to be scrupled, whether she 
lived or died. But she submitted, 
she added, to the compromise, in 
hopes to see him asoftenashehad 
opportunity; for shereallylooked 
upon hi[n, and Mr. Goddard, from 
their kind and tender treatment 
ofber, njtb a regard next to filial. 
I hope thou nitt make thyself 
aci^uaiuted with this worthy doc- 
tor, when thou comcst to town; 
and give him thy thanks, for pat- 
ting ner into conceit with the sex 
that thou haat given her bo muoli 
reason to execrate. 

Farewell, 



M. Hall. FridBj, Jul; II 
Jdbt returned from an interview | 
fith this Hickman: a pre 



excellent a person. He had not Thou knowest I love him n 
the thought of paying her a com- 1 Jack-, 8.iid-wWiwi-««VM<t.T«K.4.^ 
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cannot allow a merit to; perkapsi — I presnme, I 
nottkemeril they should be granted, \weie priyy to 1 

However, I am in earnest, when I "'— " 

Bay, that he seems tome to be ao 
set, BO prim, eo afi'ected 



eing,yet goclonterly in hiapcraon, 
that Idare engagefor thy opinion, 
if thou dost justice to him , 



MisB Howe b^ the yovng ladiea 

Biur couaina, in the name of Lord 
. audLady Sarah Sadloir, and 
Lady Betty Lawrence. 

lt('as,sir: and Miss Howe had» 
letter ufterwards, signed by his 






Buch another, except i 

glasa, youae , _._ . 

I'll tclt thee how I play'd him I can't say but I have. It is the 
off. principal cause of this visit: for 

He came in his own chariot to Miss Howe thinks your part of it 
Dormer's; and we took a turn in iawrittenwithsnchanairof leritj 
the garden, at his request. He — pardonme.Bir— that she? '^^ 
was devilish ceremonious, and not whether you are in eami. , 
madeabushelof apologiesforthe not, in your address to Aerfoi 
freedom he was going to take: and, interest with her fiiend*. 
after half a hundred hums and Will Miss Howe permit 
haws , told me , that he came — eiplain myself in peraon to her, 
that he came — lo wait on me — . Mr. Hickman ? 
at the request of dear Mils Howe, U sir, by no means. Miaa Howe, 
on the account of Miss Uarlewe. I am sure, would not give fouthut 

Well, sir, speak on, said I; but trouble, 
give me leave to aay, thatifyour Ishouldnot thinkitatrouUe.! 
book be aa long as your preface, it will most readily attend you, nr, 
will take up a week to read it. to Misa Howe, and satiai^ hvin 

This waa pretty rough , tliou'lt all her acruplea. Come, sir, I will 
aay: but there'a nothing like balk- wait upon you now. You havea 
ing these formalists at &Bt. When chariot. Are alone. We can 
they are put out of their road, talk as we ride, 
they are filled with doubts of Hehesitated, wriggled, winced, 
themselves, and cannever get into stroked liia ruffles, set his wic, and 
itagain: so that auhoneat fellow, pulled his neckcloth, wfaicb waa 
impertinently attacked, aalwaa, long enough forabib, — lam not 
baa aU the game in hia own hand going directly back to Miaa Howe, 
quite through the conference, air. It will be aa well , if you will 

He atroked hia chin, and hardly be so good aa to satiafy Missllowc 
knew what to say. At last, after by me. 

parenthesis within parenthesis, What is it she scruples, Mr. 
apologizing for apologies, inimi- Hickman? 

t&tion, Jsuppose, otSwifl'apiA , sta im, \jii6W*'« wuoi lu mjk 
greaaion in praise of DigreBaionaV-Rowti^.Miv.o^w-'-soNwinB. 
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Why, a[r, Misa Howe observes, 
that inyour part of the letter, you 
say — but let me see, sir — I have 
» copy of what you wrote [pulling 
it out.] Will yon ciTe me leave, 
sir? — Thus you Begin — Dew 
Miss Houie — 

No offence, I hope, Mr. Hick- 

Nonc in the least , air ! — None 
AtiUI, sir! — Taking aim, as it 
were, to read. 

Doyonuaespectacles, Mr. Hiclt- 

Speclacles, eir'. Hiswhole broad 
face lifted up at me; spectacles! 
— What makes you ask me such a 

Juestion? Such a young man as 
use Hpectaoles, sirf — 

They do in Spain, Mr. Hickman : 
young as well as old, to save their 
eyes. — Have you ever read 
Prior's Alma, Mr. Hickman? 

I have, Bir — custom is everv 
thing in nations, as well as with 
individuals: I know the meaning 
of your question — bat 'tis not the 
Eng/iih custom. 

Were you ever in Spain, Mr. 
Hickman? 

No, sir : I have been in Holland. 

In Holland, sirl — Never in 
France or Italy?^ I was resolved 
to travel with him into the land of 
Punzled.mi, 

lir, I cannot say I have 



t4M 
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were older than the rest of himy* 
and read, After u 
nbove, arulxignedhii Tiamcumnteha- 
lacleri nf micli unqueslitmahle lto~ 
Jiour — "ro be Burej (taking off his 
eye) nobody questions the honour 
of Lord M. nor that of the goo^J 
ladies who signed the letter. ^ 

I hope, Mr. Hiekman, nobot^ 
questions mine neither. 

If you please, sir, I will read on. 
— I tnighl haea been excused sipning 
II name, ahnnH <m hateful In myself 
[you are pleased to say] — at I 
KNOW it is In -^oyx. 

Well, Mr. Hickman, I must in- 
terrupt you at this place. In what 
I wrote to Miss Howe, 1 distin- 
guished the word knuw. I had a 
reason for it. Miss Howe has beea] 
very free with my character. JJ 
have never done her any barm. IH 
take it very ill of her. And I hope) ^ 
sir, youeome inhername to make 









That's a wonder, 
the continent! 

I went on a particular affair: 1 
was obliged to return soon. 

Well, sir; you were going to 
read — pray be pleased toproceed. 

Again he took aim, asif hiseyes 



r,youL_..._. . 

Miss Howe, sir, is a very polite 
young lady. She is not accus- 
tomed to treat any man's charac- 
ter unbecomingly. 

Then /have the more re 
take it amiss, Mr. HickmaE 

Why, sir, you know the frienii<B 

No friendship should ^ 
such freedoms as Miss Howe hanj 
taken with my character. 

(1 believe be began to wish hof 
had not come near me 
quite disconcerted.) 

Have yon not heard Miss Howl 
treat my name with great — 

Sir, I come not to offend a 
front you : but you know what a 
,love V^iexe ■w'W™?isa.^\*«.^^~ 



LS your fatnilj are all desirouE jm 
huuld lepuir her wiong^ , and 
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and Mias Hatlowe. I doubt, 

yon haTC not treated Miaa Har- should repuTr her wrongs, 
lowG, as HO fineu young lady de-, likewise desire Miss Uowe'a inter 
servod to be treated. Andif love.ptnition with her friend; HUs 
forherfiriendhastQadeMisaHowe Howe fears, from this part ol' 
take freedoms, as you call them, alyour letter, that you are toomach 



mind not ungenerous, on such 
oocaaion, will rather be sorryfor 
having given the ciiuse, than 

I kuow your oonaequence. 
— But I'd ratheihave this reproof 
from a lady, than from a gentie- 
man. I have a great desire to 

wait upon Mias Hoi " ' " 

Buaded we should s 
good underBtaudiuK. Generous 
minds are always of kin. 1 know 
we should agree in every thing. 
Pray, Mr. Hickman, be ao kind as 
to introduce me to Miss Howe. 

Sir — I can signify your desire, 
ifyouplease, toMissHowe. 

Do so. Be pleased to read on, 
Mr. Hickman, 

He did very formally, as if ! 
remembered not what I ihad 
written; andwhenheeame to the 
passage about the baiter, the par- 
son, and the hangman, (reading 
it) Why, sir, said he , does not this 
look like a jest? — Miss Howe 
thinks it does. It is not in the 
lady's poice:; you know, air, to 
doom you to the gallowe . 

Then , if it were , Mr. Hickman, 
you thiui she would? 

You say here to Miss Howe, 
proceeded he, that Miss Harlowe 



k 



highly reaenta the injuries you 
own: insomuch that Miaa Howe 
donfcts that she shall ueverpre'ja.iU 
upon her to overlook tYiem-. a!i4\iwiU(i-oa\niEaiM».%si,\ -sfwaome, 



jest; and that your offer to 

her justice is rather incomplimesl 

your friends" entreaties, tiian 



nations : 






casion , before she interpocss 
further. 

Do ^oa think, Mr. Hickman, 
that, if 1 nm capable of deceiviDg 
my own relations , 1 have so moca 
obligation to Miss Howe, whohu 
always treated me with great 
freedom, as to acknowledge to 
ker, whatldon'tto/Ziem.* 

Sir, T beg pardon: but HjB 
Howe thinks that, as you ban 
written to her, she may ask joiii 
by me, for an explanation of whit 
you have written. 

You see, Mr. Hickman, some- 
thing of me. — Do j"ti thiii i am 
in jest, or in earnest? 

I Bee, air, you are a gay gentle- 
man, offine spirits, and all that 
— all I beg in Miss Howe's name, 
is, to know if you really, and 



reeoncffe you to Miss Harlowe? 

I should be extremely glad to 
be reconciled to Miss Harlowe; 
should owe great oblieations 
to Miss Howe, if she could bring 
about so happy an event. 

■WeU, Eir, and you haven 
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f condition of that reoonci- 

^uQTi^i liked mHtrimouj in my 
iSe. 1 must be plain witli you, 
Hr. Hickman. 

I SiiD Borry for it: I think it a 
Tray happy state. 

I hope you will find it bo, Mr. 
fiicbman. 

Idoubtnot but I Bball,mr. And 
I dare say, eu would yoa, if you 
were to have Miss Harlow e. 

If I could be happy in it with 
any body, it would be with Miss 
Hsrlowe, 

I am Hurpriaed, sir! — Then, 
after all , you don't think of mar- 
rying Miaa Harlowe! ^ After the 

What hard uaage. Mr. Hick- 
man? 1 don't doubt t>ut a lady of 
her nicenesB boa represented tmat 
would appear trifles to any other, 
in a very .'^troug light. 

If what I have had hinted tome, 
air — escuae me —has been of- 
fered t« the lady, she has more 
than triflea to complain of. 

Let me know what you have 
heard, Mr. Hickman. 1 will very 
trulf answer to the accusations. 

Sir, you know beat what you 
have done: you own the lady is 
tha most injured, an well as the 
motl deserBing u/ hee sex. 

I do, air; and yet I would be 
glad to know what you have'ieuii/; 
for on that dependa my answer to 
the questions Mies Howe puts to 
me by you. 

Why then, air, since you ask 
it, you cannot be displeased if I 
answer you: — in the first place, 
sir, you will acknowledge, I sup- 



we marriage, and all that? 

Well, sir, and I suppose what 
you have to charge me with i«, 
thatlwas desirous to have all thalj 
without marriage. 

Cot-so, air, I know you arfl 
deemed to be a man of wit: but 
may 1 not ask, if these things sit 
not too light upon you? 

When a thing is done, and can- 
not be helped, 'tis right to make 
the beat of it. 1 wiah the lady 
would think so too. 

I think, air, ladies ahould not 
be deceived. I think a promise to 
a lady should be aa biuding as to 
any other person, at the least. 

1 believe you think so, Mr. Hick- 
man: and I believe you area veiy 
honest good sort of a man. 

I would always keep my word), 
sir, whether to roan or woman, 

You say well. And far be it 
from me to persuade yon to do 
otherwise. But what have you 
further heard? 

(Thou wUt think, Jack, Imust 
be very deairouB to know in what 
Ught my elected wife had repre- 
sented things to Miss Howe; and 
how far Miss Howe had communi- 
cated them to Mr. Hickman,) 

Sir, thia is no part of my present 
business. 

But, Mr.Hickman, 'tispartof 
mine. 1 hope you would not ei- 
pect, that I should anawer i/our 
questions, at the same time that 
you refuse to anawer inia«. What, 
prav, have you further heard? 

Why then, air, iflmustsay, I 
am told, that Misa Harlowe 
carried to a very bad hooae. 



I 
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Wbf, indeed, the people didjiheis tfaconlj ladjll 
not prove 1^ good tu tbej sbooTd i tek^ ftt ffoch ujimtagc? ^^^^ 
he. — What furtter h*Te yon Even uyoa make it, HrLum^'^ 
lieardV |lace, this rn&tter is not a lielit 

Ihavelicard, BIT, that the lady .one. But I fear it is a cwal deal 
had ilrange advantages Uken of' hesTier ihnn aa yoa pnt iL 
her , very ««/a.V ones : but what 1 y^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^ f^ 
cannotsay. ihis.eir? What has the Udjaiil' 

And cannof von say? Cannot p^' , ^ j hayBf«»«. 

you gueiiJ— Then III tell r**"- L, be bo earnest 
air. I'erhapB some liberty was ' ^^j, 

taken with her when she was! ""y. «",' *''."*, **^.Tr 
aeleep. Do you think no ladyl^nows not the whole. The IMj 
ever was taken at snch an ajl promises to give her all thp W- 
vanfageV- Youknow,Mr.nick-|t'C"'"» at a proper time, if die 
man, that Indies are very shy ofH'"^; *""* ''"s «»"• enong" » 
trusting themaelves with the ""ateitoutto bea verybad.ftu.. 
— ■■--'--*-'- ' - '* — I am glad MissHarlowehasiiol 

yet given all the particulars. And 
since she has not, yon may I^D 
MissHoweftomme, that nrftlm 
she nor any woman in the worM 
can be more virtuous than Hi* 
Harlowe is to thishour. as to h«I 
own mind. Tell her that I hO[ie 
she never wHl know the parti- 
culars; but that she has been un- 
worthily used; tell her, that 
though I know not what she has 
said, yet I have such an opinion 
of hnr veracity, that I would 
blindly subscribe to the truth of 
every tittle of it, though it make 
- ever ao black. Telfher, that 



it eei, wheu they 
are disposed to sleep; and why bo, 
if they did not erperi that ad- 
vantages would be taken of tbero 
at such times? 

But , sir, had not the lady some- 
thing given her to mf^e her 
sleep? 

Ay, Mr. Hickman, that's the 
question: 1 want to know if the 
lady says she had? 

I have not seen all she has 
written; but by what I have 
heard, it is a very black affiiir — 

1 do excuse you , Mr. Hickm 



hut, BUppoBiDgitwereBo,doyon'l have but ttcee things to blame 
think a lady was never imposed her for; one, that she won't give 
upon by witie, or so? — Do you me an opportunity of repairing 
think the most cautions woman in'her wrongs: the eecnnri, that she 
the world might not becheated by' is ao ready to acquaint everybody 
a stronger liquor for a smallBr, I with what she haa suffered , that 
wlien she was thirsty, after a fa- lit will put it out of my power to 
tigne in this very warm weather I'redi-ess those wrongs, with any 
Anddoyouthmk. if ahesfas thusltolerable reputation to either of 
'a a profound sleep.that us. Will this, Mr. Hickman, an- 



thrown ir 
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:i an; part of the inteutioua of 

Why, sir, this is talking like a 
man of honour, 1 own. But you 
say there in a Iklnl thing yoo 
blama tbe lady for: may I ask 
whatthatU? 

1 don't know, sir, whether 1 
ought to teil it you, or not. Per- 
hapa you won't believe it, ifltio. 
But though the lady will teil the 
Irulh, and nothing hil the truth; 
yet, perhaps, she will not tell you 
the a^k'^le truth. 

Pray, bit — but it mayn't be 
proper; — yet you give me great 
curiosity. Sure there is no mis- 
conduct in the lady. I hope there 
is uot. I am sure, if Miss Hone 
did not believe her to be faultleBs 
in every particular , abe would not 
interest nerself eo much iit her 
favour as she does, dearly as sbe 



tion to affront me. I take free- 
dom, and 1 give it, I should ba 
very loth, I repeat, to say any 
thing that way weaken Miss Har- 
lowe in the good ojiiniou of the 
only friend she thinks she baa 
left. 



lo% 






I love Miss Harlowe too well, 
Mr. Hickman, to wish to lessen 
herinMissHowe'sopinion; espe- 
cially aa she is abandoned of evei^ 
other friend. But, perhaps, it 
would hardly be credited, if 1 
should teil you, 

I should be very sorry, sir , and 
BO would Miss Howe . if this poor 
lady's conduct bad laid her under 
obligation to you for this reserve. 
—You have so much the appear- 
ance of a gentleman, aa well as 
,ro so much distinguished in your 
family and fortunes, that I hope 
you are incapable of loading such 
a young Indy as this, in order to 
lighten youraelf. Excuse me , sir. 
I do, I do, Mr. Hickman. You 
say you came not with any iuten- 



foru 
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beard of any body, 
her own implacable famOy, that 
had the least doubt of her honour. 
.Ifrs. Howe, indeed, once said, 
after a conference with one of her 
uncles , that she feared all was uot 
right on her side — but else, I 
never beard — 

Oons, sir, in a fierce tone , and 
with an erect mien, stopping short 
upon him, which made him start 
back — 'Tis next to blasphemy to 
question this lady's honour. She 
is more pure than a vestal; for 
vestals have been often warmed 
by their own fires. No age, from 
the first to the present, ever pro- 
duced, norwillthefiituie, to tbe 
end of tbe world , 1 dare aver, ever 
produce, a young blooming lady, 
tried as she has been tried, who 
has stood all trials aa she has 
done. — Letme tell you, sir, that 
you never saw, never knew, never 
heard of, such another woman, aa 
Miss Harlowe. 

Sir, sir, I beg your pardon. Far 
beitfromme toquestiou tliclady. 
You have not heard me say a 
word , that could be so construed. 
1 have the utmost honour for ber. 
Miss Howe loves her, as abe lovea 
her ovni ftwa.^-., 
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*=*«.r»'^*'?*'''''l'"*'^'^*^ *'^'' ''"''•'^•"'s coachman, , 
ae-r** 1 ^"'\ '"='^*UBe her motber refuBed her a 
o^> ** ^ ad- Journoj to Wales; in apprehen- 

I tol--» ""Jiyrpion, thut Miss intended to league 
*-• ) soill, hereelf with a remote coasin of 
I -^^^- , unequal fortunes, of whom ahe 

'L*-^*"*; ^'" was uot a little fond when he was 
^^^laiuted a viflitiug gijeat at their houae for 
-■^ and J awoek. 

.* 11^' I'tefE was ti"! young widow 

'''°'"" Sandhbson; who belieriiig herself 

Blighted by a younger brotlinr of 

&^ u noble family (Surah Stout like) 

^^ 'I took it into her head to drown 

■C-^ ^ 'liss SallyAndebeob, (youha,Te 

•■tiZ-^'C^f, _ 1 of her, no doubt] being 
' "^^^n-^^^t 1^ 'J by her uncle for eneou- 

. ***^,* -f^ ^ iiddress beneath her, in 

r^X.'^' .-^ herself into the atma 

^V ligly dog, a ehoeraaker'a 

^ifentico, running away with 
. fiim in a pair of shoes he had just 
,,' fitted to her feet, though she 
■i""' J never saw the fellow before, and 

^ , 1^ I hated him ever after: and,atlaflt, 

e "^ , '■ " ?\ took laudanum to make her forget 

. "Would he the But can there be a atronger 
i-V^e yoo within i°3**''^s '" point, than what the 
^ uf thedread- pn^ccountablereaentmentaofsutA 
'^»i'a naaaionateU ^f^y «■" Miss Clarissa Harlowe 
-What that BM?ff<"^» "«' \ho at this yery 
?l*ointed. instant, ill as she ,a, notonlyen- 

iBa DoBiUNOToN courages, bnt,mamanner, makes 
'W her not] whok^art to one of the most od.ous 
■ Fathpr's eroom dogs that ever was seen. 1 thiolt 
net let hi. hav^ Miss Howe should uot be told this 
With whom (her - ^^ yet she ought too , .n order 
**«i fell in love at to dissuade her h-om such a nre- 
k»e accidentally posterous rashness. 
Window. 1 O fiel strange! Miss Howe J 
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not do, if ebe were not sure she 
were aa virtuous us herself. 

.4s lierndf, sir! — 1 have a high 
opinionof Miss Hone, sir — but, 1 
dare say — 

What, sir, dare you say of Miss 
Howe! — I hope, sEr, you will not 
presume to say any thing to the 
oigparagement of Miss Howe. 

Presume, Mr. Hickman I — That 
is pre.rammo language, let me'" 
Tou, Mr. Hickman ! 

The occugiim for it, Mr. U 
lace, if designed, ia /ueaowuVij, if 
you please. ^ I am not a man 
ready to take offenee, air — es- 
pecially where I am employed as 
amediator. But nomanbreathing 
shall say disparaging things ot 
Miss Howe, in my hearing, with- 
out obaervatioQ. 

Well said, Mr. Hickman. I dis- 
like not yonr spirit on such a sap- 
piiaed occasion. But what I was 
going to say is this. That there is 
not, in my opinion, a woman in 
the world, who ought to compare 
herself with Mies Clarissa Har- 
lowe till she has stood linr trials, 
and has behaved »n(/f^j* them, and 
afier them , as she has dene. You 
see, sir, I speak against myaelf, 
Vou see I do. For, libertine as I 
am thought to be, I never will 
attempt to bring down the mea- 
sures of right and wrong to the 
standard of my actions. 

Well, sir, this iaveryright. It 
is very noble, I will say. Sut 'tis 
pity — eiouBB me, air, — 'tis pity, 
that the man who cau pronounce 
so fine a sentence, will not squai'e 
his actions accordingly. 
Tbnt, Mr. Hickman, is aaotUer 



1^ 



1 wish not that Miss Howe ahoulc 
have Miss Harluwe's trials: audi 
rejoice tliat she U in no danger of 
any such from so good a man. 

(Poor Hickman! — He looked 
as if he knew not whether I memil 
acompliment or a reflection!) 

But. proceeded I, since I find 
that I nave excited your curiculf, 
that you may not go away wilb^ 
doubt that may be injurious totlie 
most admirable of women, I no 
inclined to hint to you, what 1 
have in the lliiril place to blam« 

Sir , aa you please — it may nut 
be proper — 

It cannot be very iiiipifiper, Mr. 
Hickman - so let me ask von, 
what would Miaa Howe think, if 
her friend is the more determined 
against me, becaaae ahe thinks (In 
revenge to me, I verily belieie 
that!^ of encouraging anotket 

How, sir! — Sure this cannot be 
the case; — 1 can tell you, sir, if 
Misa Howe thought this, the 
would not approve of it at all : tir 
little as you think MissUowelikM 
you, sir, and little as she approrei 
of your actions by her friend, 1 
know she is of opuiion, that ske 
ought to have nobody living but 
you; and should continue dinglt 
all her life, if she be not yours. 

Revenge and obstinacy, Mr. 
Hickman, will make women, liit 
best of them , do very imacconnl- 
able thiags. Rather thanaotpnl 
out botii eyes of themau they»M 
ofi'eudcd with, tbey will giveq 
— of their own. 



I don'l know wliat to say to this, 



orage any other pertjou'a 
BBs! — So soon too — n 



and 80 weak — 

Not iu reaeutment weaJc, I'll 
assure you. I am well aquainted 
with all her movements — and I 
tell you, believe it or not, that 
ahe refuses me. in Tiew of awilhfi 

Can it be? 

'TiB true, by my soull — Has 
she not hinted thia to Miss Howe, 
do you thick? 

No, indeed, sir. If she had I 
should not have troubled you at 
this time from Miss Uowe, 

Weil then, you seel amri^ht; 
that tbough she cannot be guilty 
of a falsehood, yet she has not 
told her friend the whole truth. 

What shall a man say to these 
things! 1- (looking most stupidly 
perpleied.) 

A'a^ .'sQ^/ Mr. Hickman 1 — Who 
can acconnt for the workings and 
ways of a passionate and ofieudrd 
woman? Endless would be the 
histories I could give you, within 
my own knowledge , or the dread- 
ful effects of women's passionate 
resentments, aud what that 
will do when disappointed. 

There was Miss Dobrinqton 
(perhapB you know her not] who 
ran away with her father's groom, 
because he would not let her have 
a halfpay officer, with whom (her 
passions all up) ahe fell in love at 
first sight, as be accidentally 
passed under her window. 

There was Mibb SAViGE-. she 
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married her mother's coachman, 
because her mother refused her a 
jouniey to Wales; in apprehen- 
sion, that MisB intended to league 
herself with a remote cousin of 
unequal fortunes, of whom she 
was not a little fond when he was 
a visittug guest at their house for 
a week. 

There was the young widow 
iAKiiBBsoM; who believing hereelf 
iliglited by a younger brother of 
a noble family (Sarah Stout like) 
took it into her head to drown 
herself. 

Miss Sally Ah D EBB OH, [you have 
heard of her, no doubt] being 
cheeked by her uncle for eacou- 
a^Dg an address beneath her, in 
ipite, thi'evf herself into the arms 
jf an ugly dog, a shoemaker's 
apprentice, running away with 
him in a pair of shoes he had just 
fitted to her feet, though she 
never saw the fellow before, and 
hated him ever after: and, at last, 
took laudanum to make ber forget 
■ own folly. 

there be a stronger 
instance in point, than what the 
unaccountable reseutmenlsofsiicA 
a lady as Miss Clarissa Uarlowe 
affords us? who at this vei7 
instant, ill as she is, not only en- 
courages, but, in amanner, makea 
court to, one of the most odions 
dogs that ever was seen. I think 
Miss Howe should not be told this 
— and yet she ought too , in order 
to dissuade her from such a pre- 
posterous rashness. 

* strangel Miaa Hawe. 
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she non't look upon licr, if this be 

"Tis true , very true , Mr. Hick- 
man I True as I am liere to tell 
you sol — And be is an ugly 
fellow, too; uglier to look at than 

Than you, sir! Why, 
you are one of the uandsomest 
men iu Eogland. 

Well, but the wretch she 
spitefully prefers to me :a a m 
BtiapeQ, meagre varlet; moreli 
a skeleton than a man ! Then he 
di-esgea — you never saw a devil 
so bedizened! Hardly a coat to his 
back, nor a shoe to bis foot, 
bald-pated vUlaiu , yet grudees 
buy u peruke to hide hia baloiLea 
for he IS as covetous as hell , nev 
satisfied, yet plaguy rich. 

Why, sir, there isaomejoke 
this, surely. A man of eomini 
parts knows not how to take such 
gentlemen as yon. But, sir, if 
there be any truth iu the story, 
whatishe? Some Jew, or miserly 
citizen, 1 suppoee, that may have 
preaumed on the lady's distresaful 
circumstanceB; and your lively wit 
points bim out as it pleases. 

Why, the raacal nas estates 
every county iVi England, and 
"/"England too. 

Some East India governor, l| 
, if there be any thing ii 



.cept this lady — and tiut, ^^| 

told you, in spite to me— I^H 
name, in short, is DEATH!^" 
DEATH, sir, atampine. and 
upeaking loud, and full iaoiiear; 
ivhicb made him jump halfsjatd 
high. 

Thou never bebeldest arnoM 
no disconcerted. He lookeaui( 
ihe frightful skeleton was befon 
lilm, and he had not his acooimli 
ready. When a little recovetfi 
he fribbled with his waistcoat but- 
tons , as if he had been tel^ng Ui 
beada. 

This, air, proceeded 1, ia Iwt 
wooer! — Nay, she is so forwdrf 
a girl, that she "■„riFs Mm; bull 
hope it never will be a match. 

He had before behaved, and 
now looked , with more spirit tiun 
I eipeeted from him. 

1 came, sir, aaid be, as aine~ 
diator of differences. It behova 
me to keep my temper. But, sir, 
and turned abort upon me, ii 
mnch as 1 love peace , and to pn- 
mote it, 1 will not be ill used. 

Aa I had wlayed ao much upon 
him, it WBUidhavebeen wronatu 
take him at hia mt'rf tliau half 
menace; yet, I think, I owe him 
a grudge, for his presuming to act- 
dress Miaa Howe. 

You mean no defiance, 1 pte- 
Mr, Hickman, any more 
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The lady once bad thoughts of than I do offcuce. On that pre- 
going abroad. But, I fancy, all.aumjition, I ask your excuse. But 
%is time yon are in jest, air. If this is my way. 1 mean no harm, 
not, wemust aurely haveheardofjl cannot let sorrow touching 
him I heart. I cannot be grave sii mi- 

Heard of him! ay, sir, we havenutes together for the blood of me, 
all heai'dof him — butnoncof us' I am a descendant of old chancel- 
care to be intimate with him — tor Moore, 1 believe, and ahould 
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not forbear to ciita joke, were I 
npon the scaffold. Hut you may 
gather, from what I have ,«ii'(/, 
that I prefer MiflB Harlowe, and 
thatiipQji the jiistest grounds, to 
all the women in the world : and I 
wonder, that there ahould he any 
difficalty to believe, from what I 
have aigned, and from what I have 
promised to my relations, and 
enabled them to promise for mc, 
that I should be glad to marry 
that exeellent creature upon her 
own terrafl. I acknowledge toyou, 
Mr. Hickman, that I have basely 
injured her. Ifshe will honour mn 
with her hand, 1 declare, that it is 
m^ intention t« make her the best 
ofhusbanda. — But, neverthelesa, 
I must say, that, if she goes on 
appealiug her case, and exposing 
us Ijoth, as she does, it is impos- 
Bible to think the knot can be kni t 
with reputation to either. And 
although, Mr. Hickman, I have 
delivered myapprelieuBionHUU'ic 
BO ludicrous a figure, 1 am afraii 
that she will ruin her constitution . 
and, by seeking Death when she 
B>aj shun him , will not be able to 
avoid him when she would be glad 
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This cool and honest speech Ic 
down his stiffened muscles int 
complacence. He was my very 
obedient and faithful humbl 
vant several times over , 
waited on him to hia chariot : 
T was his almost as often. 

And so eiiV H lekman. 



I 



Friday nfghl.Jaly 

1. throw away a few pui. 
graphs upon the contents of thy 
last shocking letters just brought 
me; and send what 1 shall write 
by the fellow who ean'irs mine on 
the interview with Hickman. 

Ueformation, I see, ia coming 
fast upon thee. Thy uncle's alow 
death, and thy attendance upon 
' ' , through every stage towards 
prepared thee for it. Hut go 
tbou on in thine own way, at I irtli 
Happiness uonxiitB in 
being pleased with what we do: 
and if thou canst find delight in 
being rati, it will be as well for 
tlice,aB if thou wertnici''/, though 
lOiherperson should join tukeep 
thee in countenance. 

1 am, nevertheless, exceedingly 
disturbed at the lady's ill health. 
itirely owing to the cur«ed 
Slie was absolutely 
triumph ant over mc and the 
whole crew A^/lirr. Thou \m- 
lievcst me guiltless uf that: ho , I 
)pe, does she. — The rest, us 
have often sud, is a eommoii 
ise; only a. little uncomniouly 
circumstanced: that'* all; why, 
then, all these severe thinga from 
her and from thee? 

As to selling her clothea , Rod 
ber laces, andso forth, it tiaa, 1 
own, a shocking sound with it 
What an inijilacahlo na well «i 
nnjntat set of wretcbeii a,m tbow 
of her nnkindredly kin who haiV 
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well as large arrears of her owu 
estftlej yet withhold both, avuu- 
etlh/ tu distresfl her! But m&j 
ahe not have money of that proud 
aud aaucy friend of hers, Misa 
Howe, move than she wauta? — 
And should not 1 he overjoyed, 
thiukest thou, to serve her? ^ 
What then is there in the parting 
with her apparel, hut female jier- 
veraeneasV — And I am not sure, 
whether lought not to be glad, if 
ahe does thia out of n/iile lo me. — 
Somediaappointed fair ones would 
have hanged, aome drowned them- 
selvea. Sly beloved only revengea 
herself upon her clotnes. Dif- 
ferent viB.ya of working has pas- 
aion in different boaoms, as ha- 
moura or complexion induce. — 
Bcsidea , doat think I shall grudge 
to replace, to three times l£e 
value , what she disposes of? So, 
Jack, there is no great matter in 



Thou seest how sensible 
of the aoothings of the polite 
doctor: thia will enable thee to 
judge bow dreadfully the horrid 
arrest, and her gloomy father's 
curae, must have hurt her. I have 
great hope, if she will but see me, 
uiat my behaviour', my contrition, 
my Bootbings, may have some 
happy effects upon her." 

But thou art too ready to give 
me up. Let me seriously tell thee, 
tbatallexcellenceaaBheia,! think 
the earnest interposition of my 
relations; the implored mediation 
of that little fury. Miss Howe; 
and the uommisaionB thou 'aetest 
under from myself; are such in-l 
s&jiicesofcoiideacenBiona,u4\ii^v,l!A\ew4't"\-'Cmj->i'giA*Lftboyi 



value in ihem , and 9' 

i, that nothing further CI 
done. — So here let the n 
rest for the present, till el 
Bid era better of it. 

But now a few words npoiid 
Belton'a case. I own I was a« 
) little startled at the disloj 
if bis Thomasine. Her hypoc 
be for so many years UTideteeteill ' 
— I have very lately had some 
iutimations given me of her vilt 
nesa;andhaaiiitendedto mention 
them to thee, when 1 saw tbee. 
To say the truth, 1 always mu- 
pected her ei/e: the ej/e, thou 
kuowest, is thecoserneiif, atirf)**'" 
llie lieart generally lookij 
Many a wopian, who will uc ' 
lieraelf at the door, has t 
nly, the intelligible MiMwbfr 
cmdowe. 

But Tom had n 

at all, A very careless i 

Would never look into b" 

affairs. The estate hia niL_ 

him was his ruin r wife, ormisn 

whoever was, must have hn 

fortune to sport with. 

I have ofWu hinted hia wea 

of this sort to him; aud thedangar; 
h e was in of becomiag the propert* 
of designing people. Buthehateu 
to takepaina. He would ever run 
away from his accounts; as now, 
poor fellow I he would be glad to 
do from himself. Had he not bad 
a u'liinan to Seece him, his cimcL. 
tiian or valel would have bee 
pmne miiaster, and done it ai 
tually. 

But yet, for many yeM 
thought she was true b ' ' 
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might have fumished them with 
legs and shoulderB: for sbe i$not 
ofadeticate frame; andtlienTom, 
some years ago, looked itp, and 
Epolce more liice a man, than he 
has done of late; squeaking in- 
wardly, poor fellow! for some 
'' \e past, from contracted quail 
es, and wheezing from lungs 
iialfspitawa^. 

He eomplamB, thou sayest, that 
we all run away from him. Why, 
after all, Belford, it is no pleasant 
thing to see a poor feUow one 
loves, dying by iuchee, yet unable 
to do him good. There are 
friendshinB which are only boUle 
dtep: I should be loth to have it 
thought, thiit minefor any of my 
vassals is such a one. Yet, with 
gay hearts, yi\nc]i b&i;ame intimate 
because theu were gay, the reason 
for their first intimacy ceasing, 
the friendship will fade; but may 
not this sort of friendship be more 
properly distinguished by the 
word ciimpamanshipf 

But mine, as I said, is deeper 
than this; I would still be as ready 
asevflrl wasinmy life, to the ut- 
most of my power , to do him ser- 

As one instance of this my 
readiness to extricate him from 
allhiadi£Gciilties,aBtoTliomaHine, 
dost thou care topropose to|him an 
expedient thatis just come into my 
head? 

It is this : I would engage Tbo- 
masine and her cubs (ifliellonbe 
convincedtbcyareneitherof them 
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his) in a party of pleasure. Sh«-. 
was always complaisant to me. It 
should be in a boat , hired for the 

Eurpose, to sail to Tilbury, to the 
ile of Sbepey, or pleasuring up 
the Medway; and 'tis but con- 
triving to tm'u the boat bottom 
upward. 1 can swim like a. fish. 
Mother boat shall be ready to 
take up whom I should direct, for 
fear of the worst: and then, if 
Tom has a mind to be decent, one 
suit of mourning will serve for all 
three: nay, the hostler cousin may 
take hispluuge from the steerage; 
and who knows but they may ba 
thrown up on the beaoh, Thoma- 
aiue and he hand in hand? 

This , thuu'lt say , is no ciimmon 
instance of friendship. 

Meantime, do thou prevail on 
him to come down to ns : he never 
was more welcome in his life than 
he shall be now: if he will not, let 
him find me some other service; 
and I will clap a pair of wings to 
my shoulders, and he shall see me 
come fiying in at his windows at 
thev :)rd of command. 

Mowbray and Tourville each' 
intend to give thee a letter ; and I 
leave to those rough varlets to 
handle thee as thou deservestfor 
the shocking picture thou hast 
drawn of their last ends. Thv 
own past guilt has stared thee full 
in the face, one may see by it: and 
made thee, in consciousness of 
thy demerits, sketch out these 
cursed outlines. 1 am glad thou 
hast got the old fiend to hold the 
glass* before thy own face so 
Thou must be in earnest 
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Biuelj', when tliou WTOtest it, and 
have severe conviction upon thee: 
for wliat a hardeaed varlet must 
he be , who could draw such a pic- 

Aa for thy resolution of repcnt- 
log aud roarryin^; 1 would have 
thee consider wfaicb thou wilt set 
about first. If thou wilt follow 
myndvice, thonshalt make short 
work of it: let matrimony take 
place of tho other; for then thou 
wilt, very possibly, have 
pentance come tummiug iu 
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the prcBence of the divine lady. 
8acD 1 nitij call her; as what 1 
have to relate will fully nrove. 

She had had a tolerable night, 
and was much better in spirits; 
though weak in person; and vi- 
sibly decliuing in looks. 

Mrs. I,ovick and Mrs. Smith 
were with her; and accused her. in 
a gentle manner, of having applied 
herself too assiduously to her pen 
for her strength, having been up 
ever since five. She saiH, she had 
rested better than she had done 
for many nights: she had found 
her spirits free, and her mind tole- 
rably easy: and having, as ahe 
had reason to think, but a short 
time, aud much to do in it, ahe 
muat be a good liouaemife of her 
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She had been writinK, shetud, 
a letter to her sister: but had not 
pleased Lei-self in it: though ebe 
had made two or three eMajs: 
but that the last must go. 

By hints I had dropt frootinif 
to time , she had reason , she said, 
to think that I knew evtijAit^ 
that concerned her and her f 10^; 
and, if so, muat he acqnainted*illi 
the heavy cnrae her father h»i 
laid upon her; which had bea 
ilrcadiuUy fulfilled in one pail , u 
to her prospects in this Ule, sivl 
that in a very short time; vtitk 



gave her great apprehensioits of 
Mie Other part. She hod been 
applying herself to her sister, to 
obtnin a. revocation of it, Ihope 
my father will revoke it, vaidslir, 
or I shall be very miserable — y«l 
[and ahe gasped as she spoke, witti 
approhension] — I am ready 1* 
tremble at what the answer may 
he ; for my sister is bnrd-bearted. 

1 saidsomethingrctiectiugnpoo 
herfriends; as to whatth^ would 
deserve to be thought of, if the 
unmerited imprecation were not 
withdrawn — upon which she look 
me up , aud talked in such a duti- 
ful manner of her pareuta as must 
doubly condemn them (if they 
remain implacable) for their inhu- 
man treatmentofsnchadaughter. 

She said, 1 must not blame bet 

Birents: it waa her dear Miss 
owe's fault to do ho: bnt what 
an enormity w3.s there in her 
crime, which could set the best of 
parents (as th<'y had been to her, 
till she dia obliged them) ir " '■-"' 
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1 reason to eipect better to wril« her wholo mind itiviii th«t 
There were some hard subject to Miw H(jwe, in miBWMr 
twas to letters from her, in which Min 
trae: bai my frimil coald tell me, Howe nrpnd tho xiann Art^iimimM. 
that no ont person, throughout iu onniuhmimt lo the winhfls of 
the whole ftttkl transaction, had your uoolc and worthy rclntiotii. 
acted oulof character, butA^rw//'. Mrantimc, you may let him 
She submitted therefore to tbi- know, Baidiihi>, that Irojoot Mm 

Kenaltj she had incurred. If tbey with my wliolo heart: — rtit^ that, 
ad any fault, it was only, that nltliuu^h I lay IhlH with luoh H 
they would not iuform themselves. determination as ihal' 
"" ees. whieJi room for doubt. I nay 

evur witli uasiiloii. On tho ontK 
trary , tell him , that 1 am Irylul 
t« bring my mind into iuoh afraiM 
a« to bd able to piig him [nnor \i»tk 
juKid wrtituh I what hiii ne nut tf 
aniwer forll aud thut 1 Rhnll nol 
Ihii.k niymiV ijiiiillfli") fiH' " 
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would idleviate a little her mis- 
deed; and that, sup|>oatng hor n 
more guilty creature than bSh was, 
they pimislied her without a hear- 

liOrdl — / «'((X going (<■ ciirjw 
Ihee, L<iveloee! If->in enerii iunliiw- 
of exetllenct, in IhiK fli/-<'jrr'/.'.,,, 
crealwe, eiitukmTm (W; 
will ham reasim 
all men the tfui. 
fUel 

I then bcBOueht her, wbilu Hhu 
was capahio of such glorioua In- 
stances of generosity and forgivc- 
uesB, to extend her iroodiieM toa 
man, whoao heart bieil in ev«ry 
vdin of it for the injtiriei be had 
done her; and who would makfl It 
theBtndyof hi* whole life to repair 

The women would bavfl with- 
drawn when the Bubject btfcamn 
so particular. But sFin wciuld i»ot 
permit them to go. tjbe UM mc, 
tb&t if after thu time I was for 
tialitiag wjtJi so much i»mM>tiii-M 
into a itubj««t u vi^ dinattf*' 
nUe to ter, lay *isit« tnuat luA \m 
npeated. N«riru Umiw i>««w^mi, 



(ill, i... ; ■ I ., . .. I 

mail, will) ihi'ii, I li'<['ii, wilhiiitl 
hav" ditstruyerl my «t4imiU Pi'D^T 
•[ipctv, a»huhH*my Imtiuorair 

Ihia wrnchl ~~ I 
IliMl — fur 
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Iwr mUif^ «p«*b and lwba*ii,»_ 
w*A> Ui urn, at th« tlin« wh>(i Mit ■ 
r<K{jf|lMaiiiK awl Irantcfiiiingl 



IroOcninliliMN oWluwl nw tfldroi. mr \y 
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I. — At [jut, Hatdiln 
cellencel inimiUble goodueM! I 
cslb"! her, with a voice 50 ac- 
cented, that 1 was half aahamcd 
of mj'Mlf , 3t it was before the 
womm — but who could stand 
■ucfa mblime generosity of soul in 
■a fouii^ a creature, her lorelinesa 

S'vitiK grace to all she said? — 
cthmict, dwd 1 , {and I really, in 
a mimnin' involniitarily, bent my 
knee} I have boforc nie an angel 
indeed, [ can hardly forbear pro- 
Htrfttion, ATid to bug your tn6uence 
to draw mc «ft«r you, to the world 
yon are umpiring to! — Yet ■— but 
what iihaU I lay — only, dearest 
eicclluDce, innke nie, in some 
HOI all inatnncuR, serviceable to 
you, that I may (if 1 survive you) 
have the glory to think I was able 
to coutribute to your aatisfactiDn, 
while ttmoiigu!!. 
Hero 1 stopt. She waa silent. 
" "■ — Have you no com- 
mploy mem; deserted I 
as you are by all your friends;' 
uinudg strangers, though, I doubtl 
not, wortfaypeopleV Cannot 1 be 
serviceable by message, by letter- 1 
writing, by attending peraonally, I 
with either uieaiage, or letter, 

^our father, your uneles, your 
rother, your sister, MiasHowe, 
Lord M. or the ladies his eiaters? 
— Any oiEoe to be employed in to 
servo you, abaolutely independent 
of my friend's wishes or of tny own 
wishea to oblige hiiu? Think, ma- 
dam, if 1 cannot. 

1 thank you, sir: very heartily 
1 thauk you: but in nothing that 
1 cau at present think of, or at ; 



h«*t tesolte Dpo 
nrvicp. 1 will m 



them 



1 beg leave to proce^, it 
I have cast about twenty % 
how to mention thia before, 1 
never dared till n 
now that 1 have broken the ice 
tender myself — as your b 
only. — I know you will n 
obbged: jonncedaot. Yoi 
HufBcient of your own, if il ^ 
in your hands; and froni (bii 
whether jou live or die, will I 
uonaent to be reimbursed. 1 do 
aesure you, that the unhappj 
man ahati never know either my 
offer or ynur acceptance — ody 
permit me thia amall — 

And down behind her chur I 
dropt a hank note of Mil. which 1 
had brought with me. intending 
some how or other to leave it be- 
hind ine; iior shouldat thou e . 
have known it, bad ahe favoured 
me with the acceptance of it; aa I 
told her. 

You give me great pain, Mr. 
Belford, said she, by these in- 
atances of your humanity. And 
yet, considering the company I 
have seen you in, 1 am uotHorry 
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to find you capable of such. 
Methinks I am gliid , for tlie sake 
□f human nature, that there could 
be but one such man in the world, 
aa he you and I know. But as to 
jour kind offer, whatever it be, if 
you take it not up, you will greatly 
disturb me. I have no need of 
your kindness. I have effects 
enough, which I never can want, 
to aopply my present occasiouB: 
and, if needful, can have recourse 
to Mias Howe, I have promised 
tbatlwould — sopi'ay, sir, urge 
not upon me this favour. Take it 
up yourself — if you mean me 
peace aod ease of tnirid, urge not 
this favour. — And she spoke with 

I beg, madam , hut one word — 
Not one, sir, till you have takeu 
back what yoa have let fall. I 
doubt not either the 'cn/iur, or 
the It'minefi, of your offer; but 
;ou most not say oue word more 
on this subject. I cannot bear it. 

She was stooping , but with 
pain. I therefore prevented her; 
and bewNigfat her u> forgive roe 
for a tender, which, I saw, bad 
been BOre dueiMnpoun" to ber 
than I had hoped (trom t£e purity 
ofiByiiit«9tiMt«)it wonldbe. But 
J ooold aot bear to think, tli^t 
such a mind a» hen ■boald be dis- 
liessed: nnoe tix want of the 



cliuing ii 
confirm inu in 
arrested and '•< 
doubt, tbmi(,'lii 
upon the reailv '< 

meso, aatohrinKi'i'iiiitniill llixlr ' 
measures. Jtut 1 pruaaiiiu to \m\io, 
that I have a mind that cannot bn 
debased, in einenliitl iri/laneti , by 
teiiipordl ccilumilieK; little do tllOM^ 
poor wretcbf^s know of tlut fon 
of innate principles (for^ve H 
own (inpif'eii vanity, waabflrwoi. 
who imagine, tbut a prison, i 
penury, can oriug ari^htturnr 
mind lo be guilty of a wilful ba» 
ness, in order to avoid iUcl "^ 
lu-ed eeiU. 

She then turned from t 
wards tbe window, witb.'a diguHy 
BuiUbleto ber words; audancbK* 
sbewedber tobemoreof soul than 
of body, at that instant 

What mag;nanimhy ! — No 
wonder a virtue so solidly founded 
could bafile all thy aria; — aad 
that it forced thee (in order to 
can7 thy accursed point) tokarc 
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r be easily ptf behaAf 
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It was kind in the Anclor, she 
said: butbeg-ged, ttiat do step of 
that sort migbt be taken without 
her knowledge or coneent. She 
vrould wait to see what effects ber 
letter to her fliBter would have. ! 
AU she had to hope for. was , that \ 
her father would revoke bis male- 
diction, previoQB to the last bless- 
iDg ahe ahould then implore: fi>i' 
the rest, her friends would think 
she could not auffer too much; 
and ahe waa content to suffer: for 
now nothing could happen that 
could make her wish to live. 

Mrs. Smith went do' 



day ; for it was ber wedding-dav. 
She had engaged Mrs. Lovick, 
she said; and ahonld have no- 



The charming creature sighed, 
and shook her bead. — WeMiny- 
day I repeated she. — I wish you, 
Mrs. Smith, manyhapDy weddme;- 
davBl - But you wift eicuae »^ 

Mr. Smith came up with thfi 
same request. They both applied 

On condition the /ij'lij would , I 



should make 



cruple; and 



would suspend an enKaeemeut: 
which I actnallj had. 

She then desired they wonld ail 
Bit down. You have several times 
Mrs. Lovick _ and Mrs. Smith! 
hmted your wishes, that I would 
give yon some little history of mv- 
wlt: now, if you are at leisuri, 



that this gentleman , who, I have 
reason to nelieve, knowaitall, ii 
present, andean tell youlflgive 
itjustlyornot, 1 will obUge your 
curiosity. 

They all eagerly, the mim 
Smith too, sat down; and she be- 

fan an account of herself, irbkb 
will endeavour to repeat , u 
nearly in bor own words aa 1 p* 
aibly can: for I know yon iriH 
i tbink it of importance to be >)>' 
prized of her manner of relating 
your barbarity to her, as well U 
what her sentimenta are of it; aiid 
what room there is for the hope* 
your friends have in your favoin 

"At first whoultook these lodg- 
ings, said she, I thought of stft}'- 
iug but a short time intbem; aiid 
80, Mrs. Smith, I told you: I 
therefore avoided giving any other 
aucount of myself than that I bw 
a. very unhappy young creatoi* 
seduced from good friends, anil 
escaped from very vile wretcJies. 

" This account I thought mysPlf 
obliged to give, that you migbt 
the leas wonder at seeing a youug 
creature rushing through your 
shop , into your liack apartment, 
all trembling and out of breath; 
an ordinary garb over my own; 
craving lodging and protection: 
only giving my bare word, thiil 
you should bo handsomely piiiil: 
all my effects contained in u 
pocket handkerchief, 

" My sudden absence, for three 
days and nights together, when 
arrested, mast still fiirther eu^ 
prise you; and although this grn- 
tleman, who, perhaps, knows mom 



you (aa you, Sirs. Loviok, tell me) 
that lam oulj on unAnp^^, not a 
guiliii creature; yetl tlunk 



ibent upon' me not to suffe 
honest miiiUB to be in doubt about 
my character. 

"You must know, then, that I 
have been , in one iustauce (I had 
like to have aaid btil iu one m> 
\\ but that was a capital 
~ nndutiful child to the mo9t 
^int of parents; for what 
,^^_,, people call oraelty in them, 
IB owing but to the excess of their 
Idtb, and to their disapp ointment, 
having had reason to expect bet- 
ter from me. 

" I was -visited (at first, with my 
jriends' connivance) by a man of 
birth and fortune, but of worse 
principles, aa it proved, than I 
believed any man could have. My 
brother, a very headstrong young 
man, maa absent at that time; 
and , when he returned [troia an 
old grudge, and knowing the gen- 
tleman, it is plain, better thani 
knew him) entirely disapproved 
of his visitB : and , having a great 
Bway in our family, brought other 
gentlemen to addreas me; and at 
last (several having been rejected) 
be introduced one extremely dis- 
agreeable; in every iiuUffereni 
person's eye as disagreeable. I 
could not love him. They all 
joined to compel me to have him ; 
a. reucoQuter between the gentte- 
tnan ray friends were set against, 
and my brother, having coufirmeu 
them a,ll his enemies. i 

"To be short; I was confined, 
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and treated so very hardly, that, 
i n a rash fit , I appointed to go off 
tvith the man they hated. A 
\vickedintentiou, you'll say! But 
1 was greatly provoked: never- 
theless, Irepented, and resolved 
not to go off with him ; yet I did 
not mistrust his honour to me nei- 
ther; nothislove; because nobody 
thought me unworthy of the lat- 
ter; audmy fortune was not to be 
despised. But fooUshly (wickedly 
and coutrivingly, aa my JTiendu 
4tiU think, with a design, as they 
imagine, to abandon them) giving 
him a private meeting, I was 
tricked away ; poorly enough 
tricked away, I must needs say; 
though others , who had been first 
gnilty of so rash a step as the 
meeting of him was , might have 
been Bo deceived and surprised as 
weU aa 1. 

"After remaining some time at 
a farm-house in the country, and 
behaving to me all the time with 
honour, he brought me to hand- 
some lodgings in town till stilt 
better provision could be made 
for me. But they proved to be (as 
he Indeed knew and designed) at 



, for I knew nothing 
oflhetown, oritswaya. 

"There is no repeating what 
followed: such unprecedented vile 
arts! — For I gave him no oppor- 
tunity to take me at any disre- 
putable advantage" — 

And here (half covering her 
Bweet face, with her handkerchief 
put to her tearful eyes) she stopt. 

Hastily, as if she would fly ' 



:opt. M 
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tbe hatefol remembrance , she re- : 
suraed: — Imademy escape after- 
ward from the abominable house 
in tuB absence, and came to yours : | 
and this gentlemaa baa almost i 
prevailed ou me to think, that 
tbe ungrateful mau did not cou- 
uive at the rile arrest : nhicb was 
made, no doubt, in order to get 
me once more to those wicked 
lodgings: for nothing do I owe 
them , except 1 were to pay them 
— [ahe sighed, and again wiped 
her charming eyes — adding m a 
softer, lower voice] — fur being 

Indeed, madam, said I, guilty, 
abominably gnilty, an he is in all 
the rest, heisiuuocent of lliislasti 
wicked outrage, I 

"Well, and so I wiah him to be. 
Thatevil, heavy as it was, is one 
of the slightest evils I have suf- 
fered. But hence yon'U observe, 
Mrs. Lovickj (for you seemed this 
morning curious to know if I were 
not a wife) that I jtever was ™ar- 
ried. — You, Mr. Belford, no doubt, 
knew before, that I am no wife: 
and now I never will be one. Yet, 
IbleaaGod, that lamnot aguOty 



"As to my parentage, I am of 
no mean family; Ihavein my 
right, by the intended favour of 
my grandfather, a fortune nitt 
contemptible: independent of my 
father; if I had pleased; but 1 
never will please. 

" My father is very rich, I went 
by another name when 1 came to 

Sou first: but that was to avoid 
oing discovered by theperiidioue 



man; who now engaeeE, by thie 
gentleman, not to molest me. 

"My real name you now tno" 
tobeHarlowe: C/armi Barlowe. 



well as father; a woman of fumly, 
and line sense — worthy of awt- 
ter child— they both doated npra 

"I have two good uncles: men 
of great fortune; jealous of (lie 
honour of their family; wMch 1 
have wounded. 

" I waa the joy of their hearts; 
and , with theirs and my falliet'j. 
I had three honsea to call my own; 
for they used to have me with 
them by turns, and almost kindly 
to quarrel for me: bo that I wm 
two months in the year with the 
one; two months with the othpr: 
sis months at my father's: and 
two at the houses of others of my 
dear friends, who thought them- 
selves happy in me ; and wheuevei 
I was at any one's , I was crowded 
1 with letters by all the rest, 
longed for my return to them. 
In short, I was beloved by 
every body. The poor^I used 
to make glad l/ieir hearts; Inevei 
shut my hand to any disbw^ 
wherever 1 was — but now I uo 
poor myself! 

"tio Mrs. Smith, BO Mrs. Lovick, 
lamiuil married. Itis bntjtutto 
tell you so. And I am now, uT 
ought to be , in a state of bumiiisr 
tion and penitence for the xaA 
step which has been followed by 
so much evil. God, I hope, will 
for^'ive mo, as I am endeavonriug 
to Bring my mind to forgive alt 
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tiie world, even, the nan who has opening bade or blossoms in an 
un^tetiilly, andby dreadful per- ovcr-furward spring, h»ve been 
jnnea [poor wretch! he thought niptby asevere IrostI — blighted 
aU his wickedacBs to be <ritl] re- by ail eastern wiud! — But 1 can 
duced to tliia , a j'oun^ creature, bat tutce die; and if life be spared 
who had las happiness in lier aieip, me , but till 1 am discharged from 
and ill her u'inA, even beyond this ft bea»^ malediction, wnicb my 
life; and who was believed to be father in his wrath [aid upon me, 
uf rank, and foi'ttine , and eivpec- and which is fulAlled literally in 
tatioDH, considerable enough to every arlicle relating to this 
make it the iVifer^Kf of au;^ gentle- world; that, and a last blessing, 
man in England to be faithful to are all 1 have to wish for; and 
bis vows to ner. But I canuot ex-'deatli will be welcomer to me, 
pect that my parents will forgive I than rest to the most wearied 
me;,my refuge must be death; the I traveller that ever reached his 
moatpainful kind of whiehlwouldl journey's end." 
suffer, rather than be the wife of I And theu she sunk her head 
one who could act by idq, as the against the back of her chair, 
mauhasacted, upouwhoBebirth,|and, bidiiig her face with her 
education, and honour, I had eoihaudkeichief , endeavoured to 
much reason to found better ex< conceal her tears irorn us. 
pectations. I Nut a soul of us could speak a 

"I see," continued she, "that, word. Thy presence, perhaps^ 
I I, who once was every one's de-|tboLi hardened wretch, might 
light, am now the cause of grief i have made us ashamed of a weak- 
to every one — you, that are ness which perhaps thou wilt de- 
strangers to me, ace moved for ride vie in particular for, when 
mel TiskiudI — But 'tis time to thou readest ihis! 
stop. Your compassionate hearts, She retired to her chamber soon 
Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Lovick, are after, and was forced, it seems, 
too much touched'' [forthewomen to lie down. We all went down 
sobbed, and the man was also together; and for an hour and a 
affected.] "Itisbarbai'ousiume, half, dwelt upon her praises; Mrs, 
with my woes, thus to sadden Smith and Mrs. Lovick repeated- 
yonr wedding-day." Then turn- ly espressiug their astonishment, 
log to Ur. and Mrs, Smith — that there could be a man in the 
"May you see many happy ones, world capable of offending, much 
honest, good couple! — Uow more of wilfully injuring, such ft 
agreeable is it to sue yoii both lady; and repeating, that they 
join so kindly to celebrate it, after had an angel m their house. — T 
many years are gone over you! — thought they had; and that as 
I once — but no more ! — All my assuredly as there is a devil under M 
proapecta of feUcity, as to this life, theroof of good Lord M. ^d 

are at an end. My hopes, like I hate tbefc \«.».*0it3\ — '^«^'4H 



1 



I 



faith I dol — Evarjr hoar I hate 
thee more thiui thu t'ormer! ~ 
J, Bbltobd. 



SUurdmy, Jul; Xi. 
What dost hate me for, Bel- 
ford '/ — And why more and more? 
Have 1 been guilty of any offeitoe 
thou kneneet not before? — If 
piiihiia can move auch a. heart as 
thiu(r, can it alter touts'! — Did I 
not always do thia iucomparable 
creature as much jiutice as thou 
canst do ber for the beiirt of thee, 
or OB she can do herself? — What 
nonBonse then thy hatred, thy 
iKif/menleil hatred, when 1 atill 
pereiat to marry her, pursuant to 
word given to thee, and to faith 
plighted to all my relations! But 
hate, if thou wilt, bo thou dost but 
vrrito. Thou canat not hate me bo 
much as I do myflelf: and yet I 
know if thou really haCedst 
Ihuu wouldst not venture to 

Well, butafterall, what need 
of her history to these women? 
She will certsiuly repent, some 
time beucti, that she has thus 
uoedlesHly exposed us both. 

thickness palls every appetite, 
and makesushate what weWed: 
but renewed health changes tfae| 
scene; disposeB us to he pleased; 
with ourselves; and then wo arei 
in a way to be pleased with every 
one else. Every hope , then, riseB 
upon U91 every hour presents it-| 
self to OB on dancing fent : and 
wliut Mr. Addison says of liberty. 
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may, with still CTeater pi 

be said of heallh[for ahat 

Uself "•ithoul health f] 

It mkkes tbe gluoiQj face of Bttuv c^i 

Olvai benntr 10 tfao lan, aadplHHiiraM 

And I rejoice that she is alceadv 
so muchlietter, as to hold, wiui 
strangers, such a long aiid la- 
te resting GonversatioQ- 

Straiige, confounded]; Btrange, 
and as perverse (that la to say, as 
inoniaulii] as strange, that efae 
should refuse, and sooner choose 
to die [O t^e obscene word! and 
yet how iree does thy pen make 
with it to me Ij thanbemme, who 
offended her by acting in cha- 
racter, while her parents acted 
shamefully i>'U nf theirs , and when 
1 am now willing to act ■*«( ■ifrnt/ 
'<»-ji,to oblige her; yet/nottobe 
forgiveul they to be faultless with I 
herl — And marriaee the ou^ 
medium to repair a^ breacha^ 
and to salve her own honour! -t^k 
Surely thou muat see the "THWiM 
BistencB of har fonjioin^ unfornit^ 
Ineas, as I may call it! — Y^ 
heavy varlet as thou art, thou 
wantest to be drawn up after herl 
And what a figure dost thonmake 
with thy speeches, stiff as Hick- 
man's ruffles, with thy aspiratioiia 
and prostrations! — Unused, thy 
weak head, to bear the Gublimi- 
ties, that fall even in common 
couversation, from the lips of this | 
ever charmiug creature! i 

But the prettiest whim of all 
was, to drop the bank note behind 
her chair, instead of prosenli-"" -' 
on thy knees to her hand? — 
make such a woman aa tliSs A 
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Btoop — by the acceptance, and 
to take it from the ground I — 
What au nngtateful benf/U-con- 
ferrei- art thoul -~ How awkward, 
to take it into thy head , that the 
hest way of making a present to a 
lady, was to throw the present be- 
hind her chair ! 

I am Tcry desirous to see what 
she bus written to her sister; what 
she is about to write to Mias 
Howe; and what return she will 
have from the Harlowe Arabella. 
Canst thou not form some scheme 
to come at the copies of these 
letters, or at the substance ol 
them at least, and of that of 
her other correspondences? Mrs. 
Lovick, thouseemeet tosay, isa 
piom woman. The lady, having 
given such a particular history ol 
Herself, will acquaint her with 
every thiug. _ And att thou not 
about to reform 1 — Won't this 
consent of miuda between thee 
and the widow [what age is she, 
Jack? The devil never trumpi 
up a friendship between a man 
and a woman, of any thing like 
years, which did not end in matri- 
mony, or in the ruin of their 
morals! Won't it] strike out an 
intimacy between ye, that may 
enable thee to gratify me in this 
particular? A proselyte, I can 
tell thee, has great influence upon 
your good people: such a one is a 
saint of their own creation; and 
they will water, and cultivate, 
and cherish him, as a plant of 
their own raising; and this from 
a pride truly spirttual! 

One of my fovea in Paris was 
devotee. Sni 
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\fi took great pains t 
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convert me. i gave way to . 
kind endeavours for the good 
my sool. She thought it a point 
gained to make me profess uninp 
religion. The catholic has its 
conveniences. 1 permitted her to 
bringa/a/*si-to me. Myreforma-. 
tion went on swimmingly. ""' " 
falher had hopes of me: I: 

E lauded her zeal: »odidI. 
ow dost think it ended? — 
^irl in England, reading thus far, 
but would guessl — In a word, 
very happily : for she not only 
brought me n fotber , but made me 
one: and then, being satisfied 
with each other's conversion, we 
took different routes: she into 
Navarre; I into Italy: both well 
iuclincd to propagate the good 
lessons in which we had so well 
Instructed each other. 

But to return. One consolation 
arises to me, from the pretty 
regrets which this admirable crea- 
lure seems to have in indulging re- 
flections on the people's wedding- 
day. — I obce! — thou makest 
her break off with saying — 

She -nee! What? — O BelfordI 
why didst thou not urge her to 
explain what she once hoped? 

What once a woman hopes, in 
love matters, she ahcays hopes, 
whilethereisroom for hope: and 
are we not both single? Can she 
be any man's but mine? Will 1 
be any woman's but hers ? 

I never will! I never can! — 
,\nd I tell thee , that I am every 
day, every hour, more and more 
in love with her; and, at this in- 
Htaat , have a more vehement pas- 
sion for her than p. — ' '■"■' ■■■ — ■ 
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life! — And that witli views ab- 
golotely honourable, in lier oa-n 
senite at the word: nor bavo I 
varied, bo couch as iu 'rish, for 
this week past; firmly fixed, and 
wrought inli my very nature, ae 
the life of h-iiiotir, or of generous 
confidence iu me, was, iu pre- 
ference to lie life of doulit and 
ilUiriiKl. That muat be a life of 
ilimbl and ilistmsl, aurelj', where 
the womaQCOufidesnotfamg, and 
tiea up a man for his good be- 
haviour for life, takiue church 
and state Banctiona in tud of the 
obligatiouB she imposBB upon him. 

1 Hboll go ou Moaday evening 
to a kind of ball, to which Colonel 
Ambrose haa invited me. It is 
given on a family account. I care 
not on what: for all that delights 
me ill the thing ia, that Mrs. and 
Misa Howe are to be there; — 
Hickman, of course; for the old 
lady will not stir abroad without 
him. The colonel is in hopes that 
MiBa Arabella Harlowe will be 
there likewise; for all the men 
and women of fashion round h i m 
are invited. 

1 fell iu by accident with the 
colonel, who, I believe, hariiiy 
thought 1 would accept of the in- 
vitation, liut he knows me not, 
if he thinks 1 am ashamed to 
appear at any place, where worn en 
dare shew tJictr facea. Yet )ic 
hinted to me, that my name wii: 
up, on Miss Harlowe's aceouiit. 
But, to allude to one of Lord M.'b 
phrasea, if it be, 1 will not lie a-hed 
when any thing jojons is going 
forward. 

ks 1 shall go in my lord's 
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chariot, I would have had 
louNus Montague to s< 
but they both refused: 
shall not choose to take either of 
thy brethren. It would look as if 
I thought I wanted abodj-gnard: 
besides, one of them is too rough, 
the other too smooth, and too 
great a fop for some of the ataid 
company that will be there; and 
for me in particular. Men arc 
known by their companions ; and 
a fop [as Touiville, for example] 
' 'ces great pains to hang out a 
n by his dress of what tie haa 
his sitop. Thou, indeed, art an 
;eption; dressing like a coi- 
yet a very clever fellow. 
Iieleas so clumsy a beau, 
that thou seemcat to me to owe 
thyself a double spite, making 
thy ungracefuineas appear the 
more ungracefal, by thy remark- 
able tawdrineaa when thou art.out 

1 rememocr, when 1 first saw 
thee, my mind laboured with a 
strong puzzle, whether I should 
put thee down for a great fool, or 
a smatterer in wit. Something 1 
saw was wrong in thee, by UbT 
dress. If this feUow, thought I, 
delights aot so much in riilii-ule, 
that he will not spare Mmsel/', he 
must be plaguy silly t« take so 
much paina to make his ugliuesa 
more conspicuouB than it would 
otherwise be. 

Plain dress, for an t .._ 
man or woman , implies at li 
mudestij, and always ] 
kind quarter ftom the cei . . _ 
Who will ridicule a personal S| 
perfection in one that si" " 




scioDB, that itwaniinperfectioii? 
Who mer said, an anchoret uiiui 
IMIII-? But mho would spare so 
very abaurd a wrong-head, as 
should bestow tiosel to make hia 
deibrmitj tbe more conspicaoDs? 
Hut, although I put oD these 
lively aire, 1 »m sick at my soul ! 
— My whole heart is with my 
charmer! With what indifference 
ahull I look upon all the assembly 
at the eolonera, my beloved iu my 
ideal eye,' and engrossing my 
whole heart? 

LBTTEft cxsn. 

I CANNOT help acquainting you 
(however it may l>e received, 
coming from vie) that your poor 
sister IS dangerouaty ill, at the 
house of one »mitfa, who keeps a 
elover'B and perfume-ahop, in 
Kiug Street, Covent Garden. She 
knows not that I write. Some 
violent words, in the nature of 
an imprecation, from her father, 
afQict her greatly in her weaJc 
state. I presume uot to i^rect 
you what to do iu this ease. You 
are her sister, I thuret'ore coidd 
not help writing to you, not only 
for her sake, but for your own. 
I am, madam. 

Your humble servant, 

AsNA Howe. 

LETTER OXXVU. 
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bnppy body yon mention, is what 
we fori'lold and expected. Let 
'uMi,for whose sake she abandoned 
us, be her comfort. We are totd 
he has remorse, and would marrr 
her. We doa't believe it, indeed. 
She miiy be very ill. Her dis- 
appointment may make her so, or 
ought. Yet is she the only one I 
know, who 1b disappointed. 

I caiiiiot say, Miss Howe, that 
the uotification trom you is the 
more welcome for tbe liberties 
you have been pleased to take 
with our whole family , for resent- 
ing a conduct, that it is a shame 
auy young lady should justify. 
Excuse this freedom^ occasioned 
by greater. I am, miss. 

Your humble servant, ^H 



All tliat has 



Tbunday, Jnly tn. 
yours of this morning, 
tias happened to the xm- 



If you had half as mncli seu^c 
...you have ill-nature, yon would 
(notwithstauding the exuberance 
of the latter) have been able to 
distinguish between a kind inten- 
tion to you all (that you might 
have the less to reproach your- 
selves with, if ft deplorable, ease 
should happen) and an oHicious* 
nesB t owedyounot, b^reasonof 
froedoms at least reciprocal. I 
will not, for the unliappi/ builg't: 
sake, as you call a sitter you have 
helped to make so , aay all that I 
C'tiiid aay. If what 1 fear happen, 
you shall hear (whether desired 
or not) all the mind of 
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TovB pert letter 1 have i 
ceived. Yoa , thut sniuc DObod 
I caniiot expect Hhould apsj^ n 
You are very happy in a prudent 
aud watchful mother. — But else 
— mine caiinot be Eicceded in 
pradence: bnt wc had all toogoud 
an opinion of aomebody, to think 
watchfalnesa needful. There may 
poHBlblybe some reason why you 
are bo much attached to her in an 
error of this flagrant uature. 

1 help to make a sister un- 



cept, indeed, what she may owe 
to Homebody'B advice — you know 
who caa best answer for that. 

Let us knoiB i/our mind as soon 
as you please; as we shall know 
it to be i/aur mind, we shall judge 
what attention to give it That's 
aU, from, &c. 



hardly have been able to tii 

I own to you, that had 
been for the prudent sdritre 
that admirable somebody, (whose 
principal fault is the superiority 
of herlaleuts, aud wboae misfor- 
tune to be brothercd and sistered 
by a conple of creatures, whojarc 
not able to comprehend her ei- 
cellencies)! might at onetime hare 
been plunged into difBcoir 
But, pert as the auperlatiTely ' 
may think me, I thought not 
self fciser, because I ■ 
nor for that poor reasoi 
to prescribe to , much less to 
treat, a genius ao superior. 

I repeat it with gratitude, 
the dear creature's ad'--- — 
very great service to 
this before my mother's jcafehfui- 
iiem became neceaaary. But how 
it would have fared with roe. I 
cannot say, had I had a brother 
or sister, who had deemed it their 
inieresl, as well as a gratification 
of their j(iir(W e'ii^¥, to.misrepre- 

Your admirable sister, In effect, 
saved yriu, Mias llarlowe, as well 
as me — with this difference 



8«i. July SI. 
It maybe the mi'i/i/i'iuiieof some 
people to engage every body's no- 
tice; others may be the happier, 
though they may be the more 
enviuiia, for nobody's thinking 
them worthv of any. But one 
would be glad people had the 
sense to be thankful for that want 
of consequeuce, which subjected 
them uot to hazards tbey would 
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you, a;/aiml your will — me 
mine; and but for i/imr owi 
ther, and Ms own sister, ' 
not have beeu lost heraelf. 

Would to heaven both sisters 
had been obliged with their own 
wills! — The moat aduiiruble of 
her aei would never then have 
been out of her father's hoiiael — 
You, madam, I don't know what 
had become of ijou. — But, let 
what would have happened , yon 
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wonlii have met with the Uumanity 
jou have not shown, whether jou 
had deserved it or not : — nor, at 
worst, lost either a kind sister, or 
a ])itf ing friend, in the moat ex- 
cellent of Bisters. 

But why run I into length to 
such a poor thingV — Why push I 
so wnak an adversary? whose firs! 
In tter is all low malice, and whose 
next is made up of falsehood and 
incOQFiistence, as well as spite and 
ill-manners ! Yet I was willing to 
give you a )""*' of my mind. Call 
for more of it; it shall he at your 
service: from one, who, though 
she thanks God she is not your 
w'sfer, is not your enemy: hut 
that she ia iiol the latter, w with- 
held but by two considerations; 
one that you bear, though un- 
worthily, a relation to a aiater 
so excellent; the other, that you 
arc not of consequence euougb to 
engage any thing but the pity 
and contempt of 

A.H. 

LETTER CXSXI. 



I ssND you, inclosed, copies of 
five letters that have passed be- 
tween Miss Howe and my Ara* 
bella. You are a person of so 
much pradence and good sense, 
and (being a mother yourself ) can 
BO well enter into the distresses of 
all our family, upon the raabness 
and ingratitude of a child we once 
ted upon, that, I daie say, you 
" e Btrange 



h us all. These are not the 
y ones we have to complain of; 
, we were silent on the others, 
they did not, as these have 
done, spread thomselve 9 out upon 
paper. We only heg, that we may 
not be reflected upon by a yonng 
lady, who knows not what we 
have suffered, and do suffer, by 
the raslinesa of a naughty creature 
who has brought ruin upon her- 
self, and disgraue upou a family 
which she has robbed of all com- 
fort. I offer not to prescribe !o 
your known wisdom in this case; 
but leave it to you to do as you 
think roost proper. 1 am, madam. 
Your most humble servant, 
Chabl. Harlows. 

LETTER cjtsxn. ^H 



DBIB MADAM. ShI, JalySS. " 

I Au highly offended with iroy 
daughter's letterstoMissUarlowe. 
1 knew nothing at all of her hav- 
ing taken such a liberty. These ^ 
young creatures have sneh ro- > 
mantic notions, some of love, some 
of fnend.ihip, that there is no go- 
verning them in either. Nothing 
but time, and dear experience, 
will convince them of their ab- 
surdities in both. I have chidden 
Miss Howe very severely. 1 had 
before so just a notion of what 

Jour whole family's distress must 
e, that, as 1 told your brother, 
Mr. Antony Uarlowe , I had often 
forbid her corresponding with the 
poor fallen angel — for sarely 
did yooa^ V.'fc.i^ \ ' " 



freedoms jour daughter haa ta.fecii\9em\i\e 'iiVvk'L'«a"-«s».'«'™'»'^ ™«S«. 
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both ill peraon and mind. But, 
tired ont with her headstrong 
ways, [I am Sony to say this oi 
my own chiidj I was forced to gi 
way to it again. And, indeed, 
sturdy was she in her will. t,hatl 
was afriud it would end in a, fit of 
aicknesa, aa too oflen it did in fits 
of aulleutieaa. 

None bill parents know the 
trouble that children give. They 
are happiest, I have oneu thought, 
who have none. And these woman- 
grown girls, bless my heart ! how 
ungovernable! 

I believe, however, you will 
have no more aueh letters from 
my Nancy. I have been forced 
tousecomunldou withher, upon 
Mias Clary a illness, [atid it seems 
she is very had] or she would have 
run away to liondon, to attend 
upon her: and thia she calla doing 
the duty of a frieud ; forgetting, 
that she wcrifiuea to her romantic 
frieadship her duty to her fond in- 
dulgent mother. 

There are a thousand ex- 
eclleneies in the poor sufferer, 
iiotwithatanding her fault: and, if 
the hints ahe uas given to my 
daughter be true, she has heeii 
uiost grievously abused. liut 1 
thhik your forgiveueas and her 
fttthor'a forgiveness of her ovght 
to be all at your own choice ; and 
nobody should intermeddle in 
t hat, f-ir the sake of due authority 
in parents: and besides, as Miss 
iliitbwe writes, it was sfhat every 
body expected, thougfaMisa Clary 
would not believe it, dll she 
■mnrtcH for her credulity. And, 
for Ihcne roasous, ] offer not to 



aggravated { 
her admirable aense, and aji ' 
menf above her years. 
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for the Isle M[_ 
"days, with 
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We are busy in preparing for 
our little journey aud voyage ; but 
IwillbeiU, I will be very ai. if! 
cannot hear you are better before 
I go. 

Itogers greatly afBictcd me, by 
telling me the bad way you are in. 
But now you have been able to 
hold a pen, and as your sense is 
strong and clear, 1 hope that the 
amusement you will receive from 
writing will make you better. 

1 dispatch this by an extra- 
ordinary way, that it may reaidi 
you time enough to move you to 
cmmilerwell beloreyou absolutely 
decide upon the contents of tniue 
of the 13th, on the Bu1>iect of the 
two Miss Montague's visit to ne; 
since, according to what yon write, 
must 1 answer them. 
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In your last, you conclude very 



serves au iufamoiiB deatli, tlian 
sucbanife. lint, as I reallj be- 
lieve him iuaocent of the arreat, 
and as all his family are such 
earuest. pleaders, and will be 
guarantees, for him, I think the 
compliance with Iheir entreaties, 
aiidAtKOion, will he now the best 
step you can take; your own fa- 
mily remaiuiug implacable, as I 
can assure i/ou Iheij tlu. Ue is a 
man of aenae; and it is not im- 
jioesible but he may make you a 

Eood husband, and in time may 
Fcome no bad man. 
My mother is entirely of my 
opimon; and on Friday, pursuant 
to a hint I gave jou in n^ last, 
Mr. Ilickman had a coulerenue 
with the strange wretch; and 
thoughhe liked not, by any means, 
his behaviour to himself: nor, in- 
deed, had reason to do ao; jethe 
ia of opinion, that he ia sincerely 
detcrmiuod to marry you, if you 
trill condescend to have bim. 

Perhaps Mr. Hiukman may make 
you a private visit before we set 
out. If 1 may not attend you my- 
self, I ahall not be easy, except he 
doea. And he will then give you 
anaccouutof the admiraDie cha< 
raeter the surprising wretch gave 
□fyou, and of the justice be daea 
to your virtue. 

Hewas as acknowledging to hia 
relations, though to his own con- 
demnation, as hiB two cousins told ' 
me. All that he apprehends, as 
he said to Mr. Hickman, is, that if 
you go on expoaing him, we4lodi.\ 



itself will not wipe oH' Ibe dis-' 
honour to both: and moreover, 
"that you would ruin your con- 
stitution by your immoderate 
sorrow; and, by seeking death 
when yon might avoid it, would 
not be able to escape it when y( " 
would wish to do so." 

1^0, my dearest friend, I charj 
you, ifyoufoii, togetoveryoi 
aversion to this vile man. You 
may yet live to see many happy 
davs, and be onee more the de- 
light of all your friends, neigh- 
bours, and acfjuaintance, " 

as a stay, a comfort, and 
",o your Anna Howe. 
jng to have your an 
olthe 13th. Pray keep t 
messenger till it be ready. If 
return on Monday night , it will 
enough for his affairs, saA 
ne come back from Colonel 
Ambrose's, who gives a ball on the 
anniversary of Mrs. Ambrose's 
birth and marriage both in one. 
The gentry all round the nei^- 
bourbood are invited this time, oa,] 
some good news they have ra 
ceived from Mrs. AmbroBe.^ 
brother, the governor. 
My mother promised the coh 
r me and herself, in my abaei 
I nould taia have excused myself 
toher; and the rather, aslhad ex- 
ceptions on account of the day*: 
but she is almost as young aa her 
daughter; and thinking it not so 
-'1 to go without me, she told 
, she could propose nolUnn that 
was agreeable to me. And b'ai ' 
had a. fell! sparring bluies with 
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otber reiT lately, I think 1 must 
comply, Fori don't love jangling 
nben I can help it; though 1 
seldom make it my study to avoid 
the occasion, nheu it olfers of it- 
self. I don't know, if either were 
not a little afraid of the other, 
whether it would be poaaihie thai 
we could live together: — I u«n;i/ 
faiherl — My mamma — whatV 
AU my mollier — what else should 
iBayf 

O my dear, how many things 
b appen in this life to give na dia- 
plea«ure! Howfew togiveuajoyl 
— 1 am sure 1 ahall have none on 
nee the true 



be eaid, animated the pai-- of 
frwnfis, as we were called: you, 
my dear, {who used to irradiate 
every circle you setyour foot inl 
and to give me i-eal significance 
a weonS place to yourself] cannot 
be there!— One hour of ^our com- 
pany, my ever instructive friend, 
[1 thirst for it| liow infinitely pre- 
ferable would it be to me, to all 
the diversiona and amusements 
with which our aes are generally 
most delighted — Adieu, my 

A. HoWB,' 
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What pain, mydeareat friend, 
does your kind solicitude for my 
welfare give roel How much more 
binding and tender are the ties of 
pure fnendahip and the unio — ' 



like minda.than the ties of natural 
Well might the sweet singer of 
Israel, when he was carrymg lu 
th e utmost exten t th e praises of the 
friendship between him and his 
beloved friend, say, that tJie love 
of Jonathan to him was wonder- 
ful; that it surpassed the love of 
mnaen! What an exalted ides 
does itgiveofthe soul of Jonathan, 
sweetly attempered for the sacred 



for her fallen Clarissa! — But, 
although I can glory in your kind 
love for me, l.hiuk, my dear, what 
concern must fill a mind, not un- 
generous, when the obligation lies 
aM iin one side. And when, at the 
same time that your light is the 
brighter for my darkness , I mast 

five paiu to adear friend, to whom 
delighted to give pli 
not pain only, but discredit, for 
supporting my blighted *"""" 
agauiat the busy tongues of 
iharitable cenBurcrsl 

This it is that makes 
words of my admired exclaimi 
very little altered, often repeat: 
"O! that I wereas in months panti 
as in the days when God preserved 
— 1 1 When his candle sbined up- 
. . my head, and when by his lignt 
1 walked through darkness! Asl 
was in the days of mj eliiliUinml — 
when the Almighty was yet with 
me; when/wosm mi/faOiei-'Khitute: 
when I washed my steps with bnt- 
and the rock poured me out 

in set before me ^our feasi 
enforced by the opinion of 
honoured mother, why ' ' 



t, for 






CLARISSA HA1iL0W:B. 



think of Mr. Lovelace for a hnH- 

And I have before tne ^our let- 
ter of the 13th**, containing the 
account of tht: visit and propoBals, 
and kind intecpoaition of the two 
Miss Montagues; in the names of 
the good Ladies Sarah Sadleir and 
Betty Lawrence, and in that of 
LordM. 

Also yours of the 18th***, ile- 
man'/my rae.aslmaj' say, of those 
ladiea, and of that tamihr, when I 
was so infamously and cruelly ar- 
rested, and you knew not what 
was become of me. 

The answer likewise of those 
ladies, sigued in bo full and to 
generous a manner by them- 
selresf, and fay that nobleman, 
itnd thoae two venerable ladies; 
andjinbia lightway, by the wretch 
himself. 

These, my dearest Miss Howe; 
and your letter of the 16tb f-j-, 
which came when I was under ar- 
rest and which I received not till 
some days after; 

Are all before me. 

And 1 have as well weighed the 
whole matter, andyouvarguments 
in support or your advice , as at 
present my head and my heart will 
let me weigh them, 

lam, moreover, willing to be- 
lieve, not only from your own opi- 
nion, but from the asauraneea of 
oneof Mr. Lovelace'a friends, Mr. 
Belford, a good-natured and hu- 
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mane man, who spares not 1 
sure the author of my calamitiei 
(/ think, with undissembled and 
nndesigning sincerity) that that 
man is innocent of thedisgraceAil 

And even, if you please, in sin- 
cere compliment to your opinion, 
and to that of Mr. Hickman, that 
I, over -persuaded by his fnetids, 
and ashamed of his unmerited 
baseness to me) he would in earnest 
marry me, if I would have hiv. 

"*Well, andnow, whatiathe 
reauUof all? — Itis this- that I 
must abide by whatl have already 
declared — and that ta [don't be 
angry at roe, my boat friend] that 
T have much more pleaiuro in 
thinking of death, than ofsucha 
huaband. Inahort, asldeolared 
in my last, that 1 cannot [forgive 
me, if 1 say, 1 will not) ever boliia. 

"But you will eipect my rea- 
sons; I know you will: and iflglve 
them not, wQl conclude me either 
obstinate, or implacable, or both: 
and those would be sad iinpiita' 
tionB, if just, to be laid to the 
charge of a person who thinks and 
talks of ili/inf/. And yet, to say 
that resentment and disappoint- 
ment have no part in my determi- 
nation, would be saying a thing 
hardly to be credited. For I own 
I have resentments, strong reaent- 
ments, but not unreasonable ones, 
as you will be convinced, if al- 
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Ksdy you are not so, when ;uu 
kooiT all my story — if everyou do 
know it — for I Degiu to fear ' 
many tUiiiga more necoBBary tc 
thoughtof, than either this ma: 
my own vindication, Iiave I to do) 
that I shall not have time to co 
paas what I have intended, and, 
a manner, promised you*. 

"I have one reason to givo 
support of my resolution, tiiat. 
helieve, yourself will allow of: hut 
having owned that I have resent> 
ments, I will begiu with thoae con- 
siderations, in which aoger and 
disappointment have too great a 
share; in hopes, that haviug once 
disburdened my mind upon paper, 
and to my Aona Howe, of those 
corrodinj' uneaay pasBions, 1 shall 
prevent them foreverfrom return- 
ing to my heart, and to have their 
place supplied bv better, loilder, 
and more agreeable ones. 

"My nride, then, my deareal 
friend, although a great deal mor- 
tified, is not suffidenll'j mortified, 
if it he necOBsary for me to submit 
to make that man my choice, 
whose actions are and ought to be 
my abhorrence! — What f— Shall 
i, who have been treated with such 

tremeditated and perfidious bar- 
arity, as is painful to be thougiit: 
of, and cannot with modesty hei 
dOBcribed, think of taking the vio- 1 
Itttor to my heart? Can I vow' 
duty to one ao wicked, and hazard i 
my salvation by joining myself to 
sogreat aproffiiritt.R. nnw I i-,.,.,J. 
him to be so ? 
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at least, as that she eould, for^ 
sake of patching up, in ' 
eye. a broken reputati( 
appear indebted to the generosity, 
or perhaps compassion of a, man, 
who has, by meana so inhuman, 
robbed her of it? Indeed, m^ 
dear , I should not think my peai- 
teiice for the rash step I took, any 
thing better than a specious delu- 
sion, if I had not got above t^" 
least wish t« hareMr.Lovelacel 
my husband. 

"Yes, I warrant, 1 most 
to the violator, and be tbanki 
him for doing me poor justice! 

"Do you not already see me 
(porauing the advice yon give] 
with a downcast eyeappear before 
his triends, and before my nwn, 
(supposing the latter would at 
last condeBcend to own me) di- 
vested of that iiiilila ciin/lrienif, 
which arises ft'om a mind uncon- 
scious of having deserved re- 
proach? 

Doyouiiot see me creep about 
le own house preferring all my 
honest m^dens to myself — as if 
afraid, too, toopeii my lips, cither 
by way of reproof or admonition, 
lest their bolder eyes should bid 
me look inward, and not ■"" 

perfection from iJiem f 
I ' 'And shall I entitle the wi 
'to upbraid me with bis geoerc 
and his pity ; and perhaps to 
proach me, for having Deen 
/laft/e of forgiving o 
nature V 
■,j "I once indeed hoped, 1_ 
thinking him »ojiremc(b'talerltv'\ 
I a m(in, that I might have theV 
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EineES to reclaim him : I vainly be- 
eved, thitt he loved me well 
enoagh to snffer mj advice for his 
good, aud the example 1 humbly 
preanmed I should be enabled to 
set him, to have ireigbt with him ; 
and the rather, as he Dad no mcau 
opinion of my morals aud imder- 
atanding: but now, what hope ie 
there left for this my prime hope? 
Were 1 to marry him, what a figure 
should I make, preaching virtue 
andmoraUty to amanwhomlhad 
trusted with opportunitiea to se- 
duce me from all my own duties? 

— And then , suppotsing I were to 
have children bv such ahasbatid, 
must it not, think you, cut a 
thoughtful person to the heart, to 
look round upon her little family, 
aud think she had given them a 
father destined, without a miracle, 
to perdition; and whose immora- 
lities, propagated among them by 
hifl vile example, might, too pro- 
bably, bring down a curse upon 
them? Audi^ after all, who knows 
but that my own sinful compli- 
ances with aman, who would think 
himself entitled to my obedience, 
miebt taint my own morals, and 
miUce me , instead of a reformer, 
aaimitatorof him? — For wboLxiii 
loiicli pilclL, and not he ile/tleilf 

"Let ine then repeat, that I 
tnily despise this maul If I know 
my own heart, indeed I dol — I 
pity himl Bmwalh my very pity 
as lie is, I uevertbeless pity him ! 

— But this r could not do, if I 
still loved him ; for, mj'dear, one 
must be greatly sensible of the 
baseness and ingratitude of those 
wolove. Ilovebimnot, theriifore\ 
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But although thus much is dne 
to resentment, yet have I not been 
so far carried away by its an^ry 
effects, as to be rendered in- 
capable of casting about what I 
<jui/hl to do, and what covld be 
dune, ifthe Almighty, inorderto 
lengthen the time of my penitence, 
were to bid me to live. 

" The single life, at anch times, 
has offered tome, as the life, the 
mily life to be chosen. But in 
Ihul, must I not now sit brooding 
over my pant aSlictions, and 
moumine my faults till the bour 
of u; release? And would not 
every one be able to assign the 
reason, why Clarisaa Uarlowe 
chose solitude, and to Eequester 
herself from the world? Would 
not the look of every creature, 
who beheld me , appear as a re- 
proach to me? And would not 
my conscious eye confess my &ult, 
whether the eyes of others ac- 
cused me or not? One of my 
delights was , to enter the cota of 
my poor neighbours, to leave 
lessons to the boys and cautions 
to the elder girls: and how should 
Ibeable, imconscio us, and without 
pain, tosay to the latter, flythe 
delusions of men, who had oeen 
supposed to have run away with 

"What then, my dear and only 
friend, can Iwish for but death? 
— And what, afterall, ij death? 
'Tis but a cessation ironi mortal 
life: 'tis but the finisliiug of an 
appointed course: tht ttfcslKiajfe 
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end ofa life of cares and troiibleii; 
aad if happy, the begiuningof a 
life of immortal bappiiiess. 

"If Idia not now, it may pos- 
sibly happen, that 1 may be taken 
when I am less prepared. Had I 
Mcaped the evils I labour under, 
it might have beeu in the midst of 
BOme guy promiaine hope; when 
my heart had beat high with the 
desire of life; and when the vanity 
of this earth bad taken hold of 

"But now, my dear, for ynnr 
■atiafaotioii let me say, that al' 
though I wish not for life, yet 
would I not, like a poor coward, 
desert my postwhenlcanmaintain 
it, and when it is my dii!^ to main- 
tain it. 

" More than once indeed, was I 
urged by thoughts eo sinful; but 
then it was iu the height of my 
distress: and once, particularly, 
1 bare reason to believe, I saved 
myself by my rfesperuffoii from the 
most shocking personal insults; 
from a repetition, as far asl know, 
of his vileness; the base women 
[with so much reason dreaded b^ 
me) present, toinlimidate me, if 
not to assist Jam! — O my dear, 
you know not what 1 aufiered on 
that occasion! — Nor do I what 1 
escapeil at the time , if the wicked 
man had approached me to exe- 
cute the horrid purposes ofhisvile 

Asl am ofopinion, thatitwould 
have manifested more of revenge 
and despair, than of principle, had 
loommitted a violence upon my- 
self, when the villainy was perjie- 
Irateili so I should think it equaiiy 



oriminal, were I now milfvlli/ to 
neglect myself; were I piirpuseij 
to run into the arms of death, (oi 
thai mail sujlpfses I xhall th-) vbea 
Imigbt avoid it. 

Nor, my dear, whatever are the 
suppositions of such a sbort- 
signt«d, such a low-souled man, 
muBtyoa impute to gloom, tome- 
lancholy, to despondency, noryet 
to a spiritof faulty pride, or still 
ninre faulty revenge, the reso- 
lution 1 have taken never to marry 
iMsi and if not (iix, any man. So 
lav from deseiTingthisimputation. 
I do assure you, (my dear and 
imly love) that T will do every 
thin^l canto prolong my life, till 
God, in mercy to me, shall be 
pleased to call for it. I have 
reason to think my punishment is 
but the due consequence of my 
fault, and I will not run awaylTom 
it;but bee of heaven to sanctify It 
to me. When appetite serves, I 
will eat and drinli what ia suf- 
ficient to support nature. A very 
little, you know, will do for that 
And whatever my physicians shall 
think fit to prescribe , 1 will take, 
though ever so disagreeable. In 
short, I will do every thing I can 
do, to convince all my friends, who 
hereafter may think it worth thdr 
while to inquire after my last 
behavioor, that I possessed my 
soul with tolerable patience; and 
endeavoured to bear with a lot of 
my own drawing: tor thus, in 
humble imitation of the sublimest 
exemplar I often say: — Lord, it 
Utby willj and it shall be n' 
Thou art just in all thy des' 
with the cliildren of a 
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know thou irilt not aiHict me 
bejoDd what I cau bear: and, if I 
ivm hear it, I oiiglil to bear it; 
and (thy graca aasiating me) I ic/ll 

"But here, mjdear, is another 
retlson ; & reason that will 
jou yourself , that I ought aot to 
think of wedlock ; hut of a pre- 

raration for a quite di&rent event, 
am persuaded, as much as that 1 
am now alive, that I shall not long 
live. The strong sense I have 
ever had of my fault, the loss of 
my reputation, my diaappoiat- 
ments, the determined reseotment 
of my jriends, niii/m^thcbarbaroas 
uaage I have met with where 1 
least deserved it, have aeizedupon 
my heart; seized upon it, before 
it was BO well fortified by rejigimtx 
fonsjihratiim as I hope it now is. 
Don't he concerned, ray dear — 
but 1 am sore, if 1 may aay it with 
as little preaumption as grief, that 
God.'iiiXlsooxiiiigfolvem'jsvbstanee; 
and hring me la death, and to the 
liiiuKe appointed for all lioing." 

And now, my dearest fii end, 
you know all my mind. And you 
will be pleased to write to the 
ladies of Mr, Lovelaee'a family, 
that I think myself infinitely 
obliged to them, for their good 
opinion of me; and that it has 

fiven me greater pleasure than 
thought I had to come in this 
life, that, upon the little know- 
ledge they have of me, and that 
not personal, Iwasthoughtworthy 
(after the ill uaagel havereceiveil) 
of an alliance with their faouour- 
abie family : but that I can by no 
means think of their kinsman foi' 



a hnshaud : and do you, my dl 
extract from the above, suefri 
reasons as you think have any 
weight in them. 

I would write myself to acknow- 
ledge their favour, had I not more 
employment for my head, my 
heart, and my fingers, than I 
doubt they will be able to go 
through. 

I should be glad to jfcnorc when 
you set out on your journey; as 
also your little stages; and you* 
time of stay at your annt Bar- 
man's ; that my pray ers may ioco/((( 
attend you, whithersoever yon i"- 
and wherever yon are. 

CLARiasA Kablowe. 
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Sondiiy, Joly 
Tbk letter accompanying 
being upon a very particular sub- 

}'ect, Iwouldnotembarraaait. as 
may say, with any other. And 
yet, having aome further matters 
upon my mind, which will want 
your excuse for directing them to 
yon, I hope the following lines 
will Mve that excuse. 

My good Mra. Norton, so long 
ago as in a letter dated the 3d of 
this month*, hinted to me that 
my relations took amiss some 
severe things you were pleased, 
inlove tome.tosay of them. Mrs. 
Norton mentioned it with that 
respectful love which ahe bears to 
my dearest friend : but wished, for 
m J sake, that you would rein — 
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vivacit^r, wkioli, on most other 
occasions, bo cliarmingly boccimco 
voa, Tbja was her sense. You 

know that /am warraiited to speak 
and write freer to my Anna Uowe, 
than Mrs. Norton would do. 

I duTBt not mention it tu yoii at 
that time, because uppenrances 
were so etrong against me, on Mr. 
Lovelacc'a gettiiig me again into 
hia powers (after mj estape tu ■ 
Hampstead^ aa made you very^ 
angry with me when yon answered 
mine on my second escape. And. 
soon afterwards, 1 was put under, 
that barbarous arrest; so that II 
could not well touch upon that' 
subject till now. i 

Now, therefore, my dearestMisH , 
Howe, let me ir/yeuf my earliest | 
reijiaeat (for this is not the first i 
time by several that I bare been 
obliged tfl ohide you on this ocea- 
sionj , that you will ajjore my pa- 
rents, and other relations, m all 
Kor conversations about me. — 
deed, I wish they bad thouglit 
fit to take other meuaures with 
ma; but who shall judge for them ? 
— The event has justified thi?m, 
and condemned me. — They 
expected nothing good of this vile 
man; U has not, therefore, de- 
ceived Ihem: but they expected 
other thiuKB from ine; and /have. 
And tliey nave the more reason to 
be set against me, if (as my aunt 
Hervey wrote* formerly) they 
intended not to force my inclina- 
tions, in favour of Mr. iSolmes ; and 
if they believe , that my going off 
wan the effect of choice and pre- 
meditation. 



I have no desire to be received 
to favour by them : for why shoulil 
I wish for what I have no reasmi 
to expect? — Besides, Icouldnot 
look tliem in the face, if tbey 
,<.'.!u/'i receive me. Indeed IcouU 
not. All I have to hope for, in, 
first, that my father mil absolve 
ine from hia heavy moledictian: 
and next, for a last blessiitg. T1i« 
ubUuning of these favours mt 
needful to my peace of mind. 

1 have written to my sieter ; but 
have only mentioned the absoln- 

I am afraid. I shall receive k 
very harsh answer from her; mj 
fault, in the eyes of my family, ie 
of iJO enonnous a nature, thatmj 
fii-nt application will hardly m 
encouraged. Then they knownol 
(nor perhaps will believe) that 1 
am BO very ill as I am. So that, 
were I actually to die before thoy 
could have time to take the necm- 
sary informations, yon must not 
blame them too severely. You 
muHt call it n fatality. I know net 
what you muat call it: for, '""' 
I have made them as miaera 
I am myself. And yet Bometfl 
I think, that, were tney cheerf^ 
to pronounce me forgiven, 1 k 
not whether my concern fori 
iug offended them would not bi 
augmeuted: sinceXimagine, tliat 
iio^iing can be more wounding to 
a spirit not uugeueroua, than a, 
i/enerom I'nigireness. 

I hope youT mother will permit 
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lieaire it longer. When cataatro- 
phea are wiadiug ap, what 
changes timt make one's heart 
ahudaer to tfamk of, may n»6 
short month produce! — But it 
she vrill iiot — why tlien, my dear, 
it becomea ub hoth to acquiesce. 

You can't think what my ap- 
prehenaiouB would have been, had 
i known Mr. Hickman was tohave 
hud ameetiDg(0D such a question- 
ing occasion as must have heen 
his errand from you) with that 
hauehty and oncontrolable mail. 

You give me hope of a visit 
from Mr. Hickman : let bimerpect 
to see me greatly altered. I linow 
he loves me: for he loves every 
one whom you love. A painful 
interview, I douht! But I aliall be 
glad to see a man , whom guu will 
one day, and that ou an early day, 
I hope, make happy; and whose 
genUe manners, and unbounded 
love for you, will make (/mi a 
it be not your own fault. 

I am , my dearest , kindest 
friend, the sweet companion of my 
happy hours , the friend ever 
dearest and nearest to my fond 

Your equally obliged and 
faithful 
CLAmasA Haslowi 

LETTER CXXSVl. 



Excuse, my dearestyouug lady, 
my long silence, I have been ex- 
tremely ill. My poor boy has also 
been at death's door ; and, when I 
hoped that he was better, he lva.a 
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relapsed. Alas! tny dear, he it 
very dangetously ill. Let us botli 
have your prayers ! 

Very angry letters have passed 
between your siater and Miss 
Howe. Every one of yourjfamily 
is incensed against that young 
lady. I wish you would remon- 
stralfiagaiuBther warmth; since it 
can do no good; for they will not 
believe, but that her interposition 

L mee; nor that 

Miss Howe as- 



going to send up young Mr. Brand, 
the clergyman, to make private 
inquiries of your health, and way 
of life. ~ But now they are so 
exasperated, that they have laid 
aside their ic*""*' — 



1 



We have flying reports here, 
luid at Harlowe Place, of some 
fresh insults which you have 
undergone; and that you are 
about to put yourself into Lady 
Betty Lawrence's protection. I 
believe they would now be glad 
(as I should be) that you would do 
so; and this, perhaps, willmake 
tbem suspend, for the present. 



dangerous way my son is iu pre- 
vents my attendance ou you! Let 
me beg of you to write me word 
how you are, both aa to person 
and mind. A servant of SirRobert 
Beachcroft, who rides post on his 
master's buainega to town, will 

E resent ^ou with this; and, per- 
aps , will bring me the favour of 
a few lines in return. He^vy.'ws. 



hours, for itii aiiBwer to bis dis- 
patches. 

This in tlie anniversary, that 
used to give joy to as many as 
had tlie pleasure aad honour of 
luunring you. May the Almighty 



blessyou, and grant, that it li 
be the only unhappy one Uiiitiq 
be ever known by you, my dea^ 
young lady; and by 

Tour ever affectionate 
JdDn-H Hot 



Rsasc 
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